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  Read first

 Racing through the lightning storm shining with infinite rays of lights.


 Sitting inside the cockpit, Shu Jing witnessed a scene that left him stunned.


 All over the sky above him, the stars themselves seemed a fingertip away. A radiant dazzling star surround him in a galaxy of images, each unique in their own way. Visions of divinely bewitching girls appears as they paused and gazed at him unceasingly, eyes full of never-ending resentment, with overwhelming heroic spirit, with gentleness like jade, with peerless gracefulness, ...


 Indescribably beautiful feelings well up as Shu Jing completely lost his ability to comprehend language.
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 Racing through a lightning storm shining with infinite rays of lights.


 Sitting inside the cockpit, Shu Jing witnessed a scene that left him stunned.


 All over the sky above him, the stars themselves seemed a fingertip away. A radiant dazzling star’s light envelop him in a galaxy of images, each one unique in its own way. Visions of divinely bewitching girls appeared as they paused and gazed at him unceasingly, eyes full of never-ending resentment, with overwhelming heroic spirit, with gentleness like jade, with peerless gracefulness…


 Indescribably beautiful feelings well up as Shu Jing completely lost his ability to comprehend language.


 ***


 Shu Jing, the Republic’s youngest Air Force military major, turned 21 years old this year. He was the country’s most outstanding young ace pilot, and his job was to test fly the latest fourth generation fighter aircraft, the J14 Peregrine Falcon.


 This time, the exercise was especially important, as both the Chairman of the Central Military and the Army General would be personally attending the event. Shu Jing was completely focused and did not dare to falter.


 Just as Shu Jing engaged supersonic speed at a height of 10,000 metres above sea level, a bright storm cloud came out of nowhere and enveloped the entire aircraft. After passing through the lightning storm, he encountered the beautiful scene that caused him to almost lost his mind.


 A streak of starlight shot towards Shu Jing’s body. His head felt like it was about to split apart, jolting him awake with fear.


 Countless illusions poured through him. The fuzzy fantastical scene finally ended.


 “Headquarters! This is Falcon 00, there is an abnormal situation!”


 Shu Jing gritted his teeth. He endured the pain he was suffering while attempting to transmit an emergency report to the control center on the ground.


 The communication system remained silent…


 Following that, Shu Jing was surprised to discover that all the electronic systems on the aircraft were completely out-of-order.


 The temperature inside the aircraft began to slowly climb. Shu Jing felt like he was inside a furnace.


 “J14-00 losing control, pilot Shu Jing is requesting permission to use the parachute!”.


 Shu Jing issued the emergency request as beads of sweat slide down his forehead.


 Damn it!


 Shu Jing quietly cursed.


 “J14-00 losing control, pilot Shu Jing requesting permission to use the parachute!”


 “…”


 “J14-00 losing control, pilot Shu Jing requesting permission to use the parachute!”


 “…”


 “J14-00 losing … thank you for the country’s contribution, I’m jumping!”


 ***


 Liangshan Continent.


 Thousand Mount Kingdom, Clear Wilderness Highland.


 Smoke and dust billowed upwards as horses gallops across the grassland.


 A cavalry squad made up of 60 soldiers were thunderously howling while aggressively pursuing a target, their demeanors gleeful and proud.


 The prey they were currently chasing was not a wild wolf nor a deer, but a 17 or 18-year-old girl.


 This young girl was running as swift as the wind, even faster in comparison to the horses chasing her.


 But of course, there were limits to her endurance. After a few minutes, her pace slowed down. The cavalry took this chance to split up and surround her.


 A young man wearing a white robe came forward on horseback and snickered, “Beauty, you should obediently become my Star Knight. Do you think the Clear Wilderness Castle’s young master would mistreat you?”


 The girl looked up, her chest puffed outward. Even though she was surrounded by the cavalry, her expression remained composed. Her courageous eyes looked at him with a hint of disdain, “You think you have the qualifications?”


 “Ha ha, rumours about the Star Knights’ arrogance are definitely true. In order to make a contract, aside from making you willingly submit, one can only beat you half to death.” The white-robed young man laughed loudly while raising his whip. “Brothers, let her have a little taste of the Clear Wilderness Castle calvary’s power.”


 The grassland resounded with excited roars.


 Over fifty cavalrymen armed with spears, lances and sabres leapt forward on horseback.


 The girl’s expression remained unchanged except for a slight smile full of contempt, “You all wish to die that badly? Fine!”. Her hands curled around the empty air and a shining frosty spear instantly appeared in her grip.


 The spear shot forward while emitting a fierce killing intent, piercing its way through from armour to armour.


 Before anyone noticed, the first two soldiers at the front have already lost their heads.


 KILL!


 The remaining members of the squad became enraged when they saw this.


 The shining spear continued to lunge forward mercilessly. An armoured soldier who had just raised his own spear suddenly discovered a massive hole in his chest. The girl didn’t try to retrieve her spear; on the contrary, she used the momentum as leverage to jump forwards and forced the spear to swipe in an arc.


 Only sounds of metal cracking apart resounded before ten decapitated heads flew high up into the sky.


 The soldiers from behind were struck with terror, their arms wildly swinging their weapons.


 The young girl’s movements were extremely fast. She killed swiftly and decisively, causing everyone’s face to pale in fear. She casually slaughtered her way through the squad, easily avoiding their attempt at catching her. The air in the surrounding area slowly became submerged in a fine red mist. Horrified shrieks continuously echoes throughout the plain.


 The originally confident white-robed youth’s turned ashen pale.


 Moments later, more than fifty cavalrymen turned into fifty unrecognisable mutilated corpses.


 By the time the young girl shifted her cold eyes back towards the youth, he was already so scared he immediately planted his knees on the ground.


 “Please, don’t…!”


 The tip of her spear stopped inches from his face. The young man, whose pants was already soaked, became even wetter as he lost control of his bowels.


 “You want to become my Master with this pathetic appearance?”


 The girl laughed refreshingly.


 Even though it had taken over fifty lives, the spear on her hand did not show a single trace of blood.


 “Arctic Star Serpent Spear?!”.


 The youth gave a frightened squeak when he recognised the spear.


 “You are Majestic Star “Panther Head” Lin Chong!”.


 “Now do you know who I am?” The girl slightly flexed the spear on her hand while sneering. “A man worthy of my submission does not exist in this world!”


 “Yes… Yes! This doggy servant has eyes but did not see, I sincerely beg Big Sister Lin, please spare my little life!” The young man was trembling as he spoke while lamenting in his heart — Heavens, this young girl was actually the Majestic Star, no wonder she was so swift and fierce. Legends says Panther Head was very quick-tempered and arrogant, until this day no one has been able to sign a contract with her. He could only blame his bad luck for provoking this demon in sheep’s clothing.


 “Looking at your lack of self-control is quite sickening, let me lend you some help.”


 Lin Chong sneered, a spear slashing downward.


 The youth could only feel a strange chilly sensation on his soaked underwear before suddenly bursts of red warm blood explode outward from his crotch, causing him to shriek like a slaughtered pig.


 He was castrated!


 “Get out of my sight.”


 With her serpent spear from view, the girl wiped her mouth and left, not bothering to waste any more time on this useless trash.


 The youth did not dare to say anything else. Instead, he was thankful to his ancestors for being able to keep his little life after encountering this monster. He swallowed the pain and climbed on his horse, whipping it to head back to the fortress, continually cursing Lin Chong from the bottom of his heart.


 ***


 Next to a creek in Clear Wilderness Mountain.


 The girl untied a ribbon causing her hair to come loose. The ribbon took with her clothes along as it fell, revealing a delicate and supple body figure, the mounds on her chest perky and full. She stepped into the refreshingly cool water to wash off the blood. If any man dared to peek at her right now, she would mercilessly turn them into women.


 After washing herself for a little while, a loud bang suddenly came from the sky.


 She looked up and saw a huge fireball breaking through the clouds at a breakneck pace, heading directly towards the creek she was standing in.


 Her expression quickly changed. She attempted to grab her clothes and jump out of the water, but she was a step too late. The fireball’s speed was unimaginably fast, within a blink of an eye it had grown several times bigger, loudly crashing down.


 A thunderous explosion resounded!


 Flames covered the sky.


 —-


 Several miles away, Shu Jing was using his multipurpose knife to cut off the parachute ropes.


 “Well, there goes my hard-earned reputation.” Shu Jing sat on the grass and looked at the distant smoke column rising while sighing deeply. As the number one ace pilot of his country, he crash landed the latest aircraft J14 in its very first official flight. Truly, it will be quite difficult to look others in the eyes for a long time.


 After he checked and discovered no problematic injuries on his body, he stood up to investigate the surrounding, unable to suppress a strange feeling welling inside his heart.


 This exercise was done at a top-secret airbase, not in the current grassland where he was at. Did the J14 flew so fast in its supersonic mode it had already traveled out of bounds? Although he was still puzzled, Shu Jing was too lazy to question it any further. The most important thing right now was to head towards the crash site.


 —


 Shu Jing quickly made his way to a valley. In front of him was a painful scene.


 Fourth generation Fighter Aircraft J14 – the pride and joy of his country, currently looked like it was run over by a bulldozer. It was completely smashed into pieces.


 As Shu Jing wandered around the site, he suddenly caught sight of a nearby young woman’s petite figure passing out on the creek. His heart jumped and silently cursed. The Air Force had a very serious policy. If a mechanical failure happens while flying in residential zones, the pilot was forbidden from abandoning the plane. Even though he was the so-called ace, he would also be heavily reprimanded if harm comes to civilians.


 He quickly ran over and brought the girl to shore.


 It looks like the girl was having a bath, her whole body was soaked, a piece of white cloth barely hanging onto her completely naked body. As Shu Jing lifted her up to bring her ashore, her gown parted and casually revealed a magnificent pair of towering peaks, causing Shu Jing’s blood to boil. Luckily, as a soldier, he had undergone intense physical and mental training. Shu Jing was able to hold onto a piece of his judgement as he brought the girl to a flatbed of grass, and quickly covered her up with the gown.


 The girl’s face was pale and her body showed no obvious wounds. She must have been knocked out by the pressure emitted during the impact, but unfortunately, she passed out inside the creek and she must have ended up drinking quite a lot of water.


 Thinking of this, Shu Jing hurriedly laid her down and lifts up her cute little nose. He took a deep breath and knelt down to perform artificial respiration.


 The moment their lips touched, Shu Jing suddenly felt a powerful suction force coming from inside the girl’s body, locking his lips with hers tightly. Something damp and fragrant made its way towards his tongue, binding it. His skin grew red like it was on fire. Shu Jing discovered a dazzling star symbol shining on the girl’s forehead. Before he had the time to think about what it meant, his own forehead began burning with pain, as if somebody was carving onto it using the tip of a sword!


 As his head felt like it was bursting apart, his body lost all strength and became tightly intertwined with the girl’s own. Everything became hazy. Briefly before losing consciousness, he witnessed a blinding ray of starlight radiating outwards from inside her…


 Beneath the night sky, a crimson star shone brightly.


 ***


 Birds chirped as the flower’s fragrance spread through the morning breeze.


 Shu Jing slowly woke up. He felt like he was lying on a soft, strange substance, akin to a high-end mattress. He unintentionally gave it a squeeze.


 A small moan coming from below acted like a bucket of water washing down his head. Shu Jing to hastily opened his eyes and notice he had been sleeping on top of a girl. Shehad woken up from since who knows when. Her face was red, her embarrassed eyes were staring at his hands groping her chest.


 Shu Jing’s expression remained deadpan as he slowly climbed off the girl. He solemnly asked: “Are you feeling well? I hope you didn’t catch a cold because of what happened yesterday…”


 “Hmph!”


 The girl shot up and went to crouch down by creek. She stared at her own reflection in a trance.


 Seeing her panicked expression, Shu Jing guessed something far worse than what he anticipated had happened.


 The girl parted the hair on her forehead aside and lightly touched it, causing a bright Star Symbol to emerge. The girl’s entire body trembled, her fist clenched so tightly the joints became deadly white. Her frosty eyes looking at the distance at the figure of the relaxing young man bathing in the river. He was currently singing: “When I joined the army, it was like…”


 It actually sounded pretty good!


 The girl shook her head, fiercely repelling the thoughts in her mind. It was all the fault of the man standing in front of her. The damn man who dared to lie on top of her pure body and took a nap overnight. He even, even…


 The Arctic Star Serpent Spear materialised in hand, killing intent intensely radiating from it.


 A light suddenly flashed towards Shu Jing.


 Shu Jing noticed the girl’s abnormal behaviour, but by the time he had taken half a step back, the sharp spear tip have already found its way to his neck. The girl’s speed was astoundingly fast.


 The girl suddenly gritted her teeth and barked.


 “Your servant is Majestic Star “Panther Head” Lin Chong, from this day forward I am your woman!”


 Shu Jing almost choked to death.
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 Shu Jing gulped down his saliva and cleared his nose. He nearly choked to death from the girl’s loud declaration.


 Wait. Majestic Star “Panther Head” Lin Chong? Did he mishear her?


 “Can you repeat that?” Shu Jing asked after a little while.


 “From now on, this servant is your woman.” Lin Chong blushed as she repeated each word angrily. If not because of the Star Knights’ oath, she would have already split this man, who was pretending to be oblivious, in half.


 Shu Jing quickly clarified.


 “No, what you said before that. Lin Chong?”


 “That’s right, it is I, the Majestic Star “Panther Head” Lin Chong.” Lin Chong lowered her voice and retrieved the serpent spear.


 Shu Jing massaged his throat as he stared at the strange girl in front of him.


 “Cosplayer? Some of my comrades are also into those kinds of thing.” Shu Jing muttered.


 “Master, what are you talking about?” Lin Chong frowned. Was her master crazy or is he an idiot? He remained indifferent even after hearing her famous title.


 “It was an unfortunate mistake this time. But well, even if I have to take responsibility for seeing you naked, it was worth it.” Shu Jing smiled lewdly. Looking closely at the girl in front of him, her brows were fine as leaf, eyes as brilliant as stars, her figure heroic. If she was placed in the ancient time she would definitely look the part of an army general.


 “Master, please get to the real point.” Lin Chong coldly replied.


 Seeing that she was not in a joking mood, Shu Jing also turned serious.


 “Where is this? Are we in Inner Mongolia?”


 “Clear Wilderness Highland in Thousand Mount Kingdom.” A chillingly cold reply came.


 Clear Wilderness Highland? Thousand Mount Kingdom? These two places never existed throughout history as far as he could remember. Having a bad feeling, Shu Jing spat out almost incomprehensibly: “Year?”


 “Star Sight year 975!”


 What kind of crazy era is that?


 “What kind of world is this?” Shu Jing clutched his head in pain.


 “Liangshan Continent!” At this point, Lin Chong could no longer endure it and laughed coldly. “Master, all these simple questions can be answered by even toddlers. Do you take me as some sort of fool?”


 Shu Jing look up at the sky, it was clearly daytime, and yet he could see over a hundred stars shining. Further in the distance, there was even a massive pillar cutting straight through the cloud from the sea standing nonchalantly, which was an impossibility in the world he knew.


 Was he transported to another world?


 Before Shu Jing did hear his friends joked about it but he would never imagine one day he himself would be in this situation.


 “Lin Chong have yet to hear Master’s name.” Lin Chong asked.


 “You can call me Shu Jing, no need for master this or that. Even though it sounds quite gratifying, the implications aren’t very appropriate. I am merely a soldier, Haha!”


 “Even though Lin Chong does not enjoy your nonsensical talks, we have already signed a Star Duel Covenant. I will abandon my own prejudices.” Lin Chong spoke, conflicted.


 “What is the Star Duel Covenant?” Shu Jing’s eyes were wide opened: “Is it something to do with Star Wars?”


 Lin Chong’s face sank. She asked with a lowered voice: “Please don’t tell this servant Master isn’t aware of things like Star Masters and Star Maidens?”


 Shu Jing spread his hands and shrugged — it was exactly as Lin Chong guessed.


 Lin Chong bit her lips until it nearly bled. She was the famous Majestic Star Lin Chong! In the end, how did she end up contracting with an idiot who doesn’t even know anything? What kind of farce was this!


 Seeing that this man still didn’t fully comprehend the gravity of the current situation, Lin Chong attempted to explain.


 “Star Duel” was the most important event in Liangshan Continent. Every 108 years, 108 stars will appear along with their representative 108 maidens. Each maiden possessed powerful martial arts and abilities.


 All Star Maidens are able to sign a Star Duel Covenant with a star cultivator. The contractor will then become their master for the rest of their lives. In Mount Liang Continent, a star cultivator is someone who possessed Star Energy.


 When a star cultivator is contracted with a Star Knight, they become a Star Master, and they will head to Liangshan Maiden’s Domain.


 Why are Star Duel Covenants contracts made?


 Of course for battles.


 What do you fight for?


 For your wish.


 Legend says, once there is only one final star left in the sky, Liangshan Maiden will descend and grant the winner their wish.


 “That’s the Liangshan Maiden’s Domain.” Lin Chong points toward the massive pillar in the distance that seems like it was holding up the very sky itself.


 “But why must I follow the rules of some third rate novel plot and risk my life?” Shu Jing frowned and blurted.


 Lin Chong was stunned. She had never questioned the meaning behind this ritual. But Lin Chong wasn’t going to admit to the idiotic man in front of her she actually had no idea. Instead, she glared at him: “Everybody has something they truly desire, does master not have something he wishes for?”


 Shu Jing slowly realised something: “Yeah, it seems like I am just like everyone else.”


 Perhaps to the Liangshan Maiden far in the distance, his wish to go home could also be called a desire?


 ***


 Meanwhile at Clear Wilderness Castle.


 Sobbing wails could be heard echoing across the entire castle. Even the inhabitants far outside the mansion could not help but frown from the tragic sound.


 “I must kill that bitch! I will make her my slave and ruin her!”


 Lying on his bed, a castrated young man viciously howled. He was the white-robed youth who previously suffered at Lin Chong’s hands, Clear Wilderness Castle Young Master.


 Currently, his mother was comforting him with a face full of tears: “Ming-er, don’t worry, Mother will definitely make this right.”


 Standing next to her, a man disagreed: “You reap what you sow! I already told him, even though the “Freezing Cloud Ice Crystal” was taken away, we must not pursue. Did he think it would be easy to make these heaven descended slayers submit to your will?”


 The woman turned around and angrily rebuked: “Husband, what are you saying? Ming-er was beaten to this point by that vicious woman, as the lord of the castle, you still want to defend that she-demon?”


 “Father, please help me seek justice!” The young man loudly wailed with tears streaming down his face.


 “I heard when you sign a Star Duel Covenant with a Star Knight, it’s possible for the body to be reborn. For the sake of your lineage, you must bring that accursed fiend back here.” The woman sobs.


 “Nonsense.” The man heartlessly scolded: ”That person is Majestic Star Lin Chong, how could Clear Wilderness Castle possibly have the means to oppose her?”


 “Why must my son suffer such a terrible fate ahh.” Hearing this, the woman broke down and cried even louder.


 “My Lord, there is a self-proclaimed Star Master named Xun Huo wanting an audience!” A servant reported from outside the room.


 The woman immediately stopped crying and looked at him: “My Lord…”


 How could the Castle Lord not understand what his wife meant? He laughed deeply: “The Star Master couldn’t have come at a better time!”


 ***


 At the castle hall.


 A young man around 23 years of age was currently sitting down drinking tea. His face was as white as pearl, stately and handsome, enhanced by his elegant green robe.


 Serving him was a young girl wearing a long dress with a slender body. At a glance, one can tell she was no ordinary maid.


 The Clear Wilderness Castle Lord was much more wary of the young lady in comparison to the man beside her.


 Her silk dress was bright red and her hair was a shade of crimson. Her eyes were a deep shade of bloody vermillion, and each piercing glance from them invoking great fear.


 “I thank Young Master Xun for gracing us with your visit. What I can do for you?” Clear Wilderness Castle Lord respectfully asked.


 Xun Huo casually glanced over, sip tea and replied: “I heard your castle possesses a rare treasure called “Freezing Cloud Ice Crystal”. It just so happened I have a need for it. Set the price, I will pay it.”


 Clear Wilderness Castle Lord gave a pained smile. “I’m afraid the Young Master will be disappointed.”


 “You don’t want to sell?” The servant girl slammed the table, her voice overbearing with a hint of threat. The single slam caused cracks to appear all over the solid wooden desk.


 Xun Huo lifted his hands, motioning the girl to calm down.


 The castle lord bitterly explained: “I will not hide it from Young Master, not long ago a thief have come and stolen away the crystal. My son had then brought a squad of guards to pursue the thief, but who would have thought it would turn out to be a Star Knight. The entire squad was instantly wiped out, my son was luckily only sent back home castrated with an inch of life left.”


 Xun Hou glanced at the girl and lightly nod. She immediately used her Divine Intent to sweep the entire inner palace. She then smiled indecently. “Yes, he is indeed a eunuch.”


 “Do you know which Star Maiden it was?” Xun Hou sips the tea while maintaining his aloof atmosphere.


 “A small mistake already led to the death of dozens of our warriors, how could we have the time to identify the culprit?” The castle lord sighed.


 Seeing Xun Hou in deep thought, the castle lord suddenly made a request: “If Young Master would take revenge for my son, Clear Wilderness Castle will be indebted.” Finished speaking, he signaled the servant with a look.


 From outside a soldier brought in a chest. At a glance, one could see about one hundred gold taels was inside along with some precious jewelry.


 “I was just about to set off to retrieve the ice crystal, now I will also lend you a hand by bringing her back here to be contracted.” A smile appeared on Xun Hou’s face as he spoke.


 “My incompetent son cannot handle the matters of Star Masters, everything will be handed over to Young Master to manage.” The castle lord replied in panicked. He wasn’t an idiot, in these “Star Duels” Star Knights would be fighting each other on behalf of their masters. Was there any Star Master stupid enough to hand over a Star Knight to others to contract and create more enemies? What’s more, the person in question is Panther Head Lin Chong, how could he make her submit?


 “I will order the cavalry to follow and support Young Master.”


 “No need, all I require is a horse, bringing more people will just get in my way.” Xun Hou pursed his lips and swung his arms, causing the chest of gold to instantly disappear.


 “I will immediately send the orders. Quickly, prepare the fastest horse for Xun Young Master!” The castle lord loudly exclaimed.
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 The grassland was beautiful during night time.


 The Milky Way belt was like a ribbon stretched across the night sky with countless stars twinkling like gems. Among them, several were distinctively bright. These stars each had a halo of light, some of which glowed a deep red colour in contrast to the others.


 “Yingmei, are those strange stars the 108 Destiny Stars you spoke about?” Shu Jing looked up at the sky while feeling a deep sense of awe and admiration.


 By the way, the girl’s real name was Lin Yingmei. Lin Chong was actually just her combat title. This definitely brought Shu Jing, who was familiar with Water Margin, some consolation. At least he doesn’t need to constantly call out Lin Chong Lin Chong…


 Leaning against a rock, Lin Yingmei furrowed her brows. She was not in the mood to answer his dumb questions.


 “Yingmei, what is the meaning of those red stars?”


 Shu Jing was endlessly curious about this world, and was unfazed by Lin Yingmei’s dismissive attitude.


 “Those stars are called Crimson Stars, they represent the stars that have successfully signed a Star Duel Covenant contract.” Whilst looking with her half-closed eyes, she replied quietly.


 Shu Jing silently counted at least thirty stars were red.


 “Which Crimson Star is ours?”


 Shu Jing asked.


 Lin Yingmei looked up and searched seriously for a moment, and then awkwardly coughed. She actually had no idea which one it was.


 “According to what you told me, the Star Duel began over a year ago. By now only some thirty contracts have been signed. The efficiency seems to be quite bad.”


 “Master, you need to know that these contracts are very serious matters!”


 Lin Yingmei frowned at Shu Jing’s nonchalant tone. As if Star Duels Covenants were commonplace occurrences.


 In reality, these Star Maidens adopt a very long term outlook when choosing their Star Master. These matters pertain to the fate of their entire lives, of course they wouldn’t treat it lightly.


 The most powerful cultivators were the most popular, followed by cultivators possessing formidable weapons or martial arts, some were also chosen for their innate potential. That’s why there was a saying in Mount Liang Continent: “In order to contract with a Star Maiden, one must first conquer her.”
𝑓𝑟𝑒𝘦𝓌𝑒𝑏𝑛𝑜𝘷𝑒𝘭.𝒸𝘰𝑚

 Of course, there were also cases of Star Maidens falling in love and contracting with common ordinary people, but the chance of this happening was truly small. What’s more, at the end of every Star Duel, these couples were the ones most likely to prematurely perished together.


 Hearing this, Shu Jing sighed. These Star Maidens are also quite realistic.


 “Are you are afraid I will drag you down?” Shu Jing frowned: “Is it possible to annul the contract?”


 Lin Ying suddenly opened her eyes and looked strangely at Shu Jing: “Master, what are you talking about?”


 “If Star Masters are so important to Star Knights, since I don’t know anything, I am not able to be of any help to you. Annulling the contract is also no big deal to me.” Shu Jing honestly replied. He originally came from the modern world, these types of whatever contracts did not really hold any appeal to him.


 However, to Lin Yingmei, Shu Jing’s words set off a monstrous storm brewing within her heart. Mount Liang Continent was filled with countless star cultivators who would shamelessly employ any method or scheme to sign a contract with a Star Maiden.


 To be able to contract with the Majestic Star Lin Chong was something these star cultivators can only dream of.


 Seeing Shu Jing speaking sincerely without a trace of deceit, Lin Yingmei’s cold expression became slightly warmer. However, her tone remained stern:


 “Master, you are insulting this Lin Chong, contracts are matters of fate. For the rest of my life, I will devote myself to protecting you, even to death!”


 “Your words makes me so emotional, I can’t even stand up!” For better or worse, Shu Jing was still an Air Force military major. Cowering behind a girl wasn’t exactly what he wanted. “It’s better if you teach me how to protect myself.”


 Lin Yingmei gently nodded at his words. Even though Yingmei had more than once regretted the fact she had signed a contract with this strange man, her master didn’t seem to be so useless. Maybe one day he could grow to truly take control of her, the Majestic Star.


 “Your servant understands!”


 —


 A galloping white horse suddenly stopped. A young man sitting on the horse looked toward the rolling hills in the distance, his eyes concealing mysterious thoughts. Sitting behind him, the red-haired girl sneered:


 “The traces are still fresh, they shouldn’t be too far away”.


 “Qing-er, which star do think this Star Knight belongs to?”


 Xun Hou wondered.


 “No matter what star she belongs to, I will burn her up to the point where even her ashes won’t remain.”


 The girl said in a haughty tone.


 “Could Master be scared?”


 Xun Hou replied with disdain: “Something seems abnormal. Why would a Star Knight loudly announce their appearance at Clear Wilderness Highland? The Star Duels have begun, all the weak Star Knights should be keeping a low profile while enhancing their strength.”


 “Master think this Star Knight is possibly a Heavenly Spirit?”


 Qing-er smiled cruelly:


 “If so it would be even better, absorbing a Heaven Spirit would benefit Master’s Star Energy greatly.”


 “Just to be on the cautious side, immediately use the Phoenix Step Tactics when we meet them and don’t waste time with words.”


 “Ha Ha Ha”


 The red haired girl laughed loudly in reply.


 ***


 After traversing the flat plains of Clear Wilderness Highlands for 10 days straight, Shu Jing and Lin Yingmei were finally able to see a set of rolling hills creeping like dragons lying in wait. The mountain had a specialty called “Giant Iron Trees”. These trees were as solid as steel, and they covered the entire hill like armour. This made Shu Jing feel like the mountain was an impenetrable fortress. This was definitely the Unyielding Wall Mountain – one of the five great mountains of Liangshan Continent.


 Lin Yingmei had come to the Clear Wilderness Highland with the goal of finding “Relic Blade Sand”. This material, when used to forge weapons, would greatly enhance the weapon’s toughness and strength. Even though the surprising incident of the signed contract happened on the way here, Shu Jing, who didn’t have any real plans due to having only just arrived at Liangshan Continent, was more than happy to just accompany her on her journey.


 Just as they were prepared to ascend the mountain, a massive fireball screeched towards them.


 Shu Jing quickly gathered his Star Energy on his finger and shot out a blue streak of light, blocking the fireball.


 “Finding you two was definitely not easy”.


 A man and woman stood in their way, blocking the path.


 Basing on the fluctuations of the Star Energy, the man was definitely not simple, his Star Energy was at least at the Late Stardust stage. These past few days, Shu Jing also gained a deeper understanding of star cultivators, Star Masters and their powers. The capability of Star Masters could be divided into these stages: Stardust, Nebula, Galaxy, Stellar, Oblivion and Annihilation.


 The bigger a person’s Star Energy’s reserve, the more advantage they would have in a battle.


 Right now Shu Jing’s Star Energy was only at Early Stardust Stage.


 “Do we know you?”


 Shu Jing carefully asked.


 Xun Hou glanced at Lin Yingmei and attempted to evaluate her. However, a startled feeling welled up in his heart when he was unable to see through her strength.


 The red-haired girl ferociously spoke:


 “Who could imagine it really was a contracted Star Knight. Great, killing you now would save us later.”


 “I don’t want to fight with little sister.”


 Lin Yingmei casually said.


 “Who’s your little sister?”


 The girl shouted, her entire body releasing a crimson aura, with red lights appearing from both her hair and eyes. On her forehead, a Star Symbol appeared, while a dark red sabre suddenly materialized in her hands.


 The sabre split into nine parts, each part connected to another.


 Blaze Refining Nine Prison Sabre!


 “Deviance Star “Red-Haired Devil”?”


 Lin Yingmei frowned.
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 “Don’t be scared, being afraid won’t help you now.” The girl laughed lightly. Her eyes turned toward Xun Hou, waiting for his commands. “Master?!”


 Xun Hou still held some lingering fear towards Lin Yingmei’s unusual calmness, but there was no room for hesitation. Sooner or later Star Knights would have to fight to the death, and this was a wonderful chance since the enemy was still newly contracted and had not yet reached a harmonious connection. Taking advantage of this chance would be for the best.


 Xun Hou nodded.


 “Red-Haired Devil” Liu Tang revealed a devilish smile. She raised her Blaze Refining Nine Hell Sabre, aimed at Lin Yingmei and slashed downward.


 The blade shot out a scorching fireball, brightening the surrounding area.


 Clang clang!!


 Torrents of freezing air burst out in retaliation.


 Before Liu Tang’s first sabre attack could even reach her, Lin Yingmei instantly accessed her Star Knight mode, her forehead shining with the star symbol. Quickly stepping forward, her spear was like a venomous snake swallowing Liu Tang’s fireball.


 Icy killing intent overwhelmed Liu Tang like a tidal wave.


 She quickly shifted to a defensive stance and her movement slowed, lacking the strength and clarity it previously had.


 Lin Yingmei who was on the offensive suddenly stopped and changed her technique.


 A cold blue light shot out in a strange arc, sometimes straight and sometimes curving, heading towards the Red Haired Devil.


 A loud blast reverberated throughout the mountain.


 Lin Yingmei’s curving light collided with an emerald ring that came from the third person who entered the battle. Lin Yingmei would indeed have to risk facing two people at once.


 This third person was, of course, Xun Hou.


 During this time, Deviance Star Liu Tang had already retreated to a safe distance.


 Lin Yingmei gave chase, but Xun Hou’s true aim was to only distract her away from Shu Jing. When the timing was right, the emerald ring suddenly changed direction and headed directly towards Shu Jing.


 Lin Yingmei leapt from her spot.


 In a blink of an eye, she was in front of Shu Jing. With a single slash, she pushed the emerald ring to fall back.


 “Lin Chong, it turns out you are Lin Chong!!” Deviance Star (Liu Tang) Liu Qing shouted in surprise.


 Xun Hou expression changed, unbelieving. He stared deeply at Lin Yingmei.


 “Qing-er, you must be wrong, what kind of person is Panther Head Lin Chong? Why would she contract with such a useless Star Master? Maybe she is in love with him?”


 Being evaluated as useless by the enemy made Shu Jing feel frustrated from the bottom of this heart, but he simply couldn’t refute their words.


 He had been in this world for only ten days. Don’t mention Artifacts like the one Xun Hou just used to attack Lin Yingmei, Shu Jing didn’t even have any martial arts or sword arts. Even though he was currently a star cultivator, he could only stand by and watch Lin Yingmei fight for him.


 “Master, this is the truth, that spear is the Arctic Star Serpent Spear, and she is Lin Chong descended!” Liu Qing smiled cruelly.


 “If that is so, we can only take care of the Star Master first!”


 Xun Hou said with no hesitation.


 Based on his strength, they didn’t need to worry about Shu Jing, and as long as they were able to hurt him Lin Chong’s soul would also be affected heavily. After that, even if she tried to resist she would not be able to hold on for long.


 Killing Lin Chong, he would be like a tiger who has grown wings.


 With such thoughts in mind, Xun Hou slapped his bag and two jade swords shot out and flew forward.


 “Worthless toys.”


 Lin Yingmei sneered, her Arctic Star Serpent Spear lunged forward and shot down Xun Hou’s jade swords.


 “Lin Chong, let me take a few moves from you.”


 Liu Qing roared, her body moved as fast as an arrow towards Lin Yingmei.


 The menacing blazing sabre continuously slashed forward but was immediately deflected by Lin Yingmei’s Arctic Star Serpent Spear. The wave of powerful Star Energy wrapped around the spear began to oppress Liu Qing. The constantly colliding forces finally caused the “Blaze Refining Nine Hell Sabre” to fly out of Liu Qing’s hand.


 “Go away!”


 Lin Yingmei spun around and appeared behind Liu Qing, aiming at her spine.


 This was indeed a good move, and nobody could fault her technique. Unfortunately, the thing that met her spear head-on was a ball of fire.


 The spear attack scattered streamers of flame everywhere.


 Liu Qing and her extraordinary sabre technique once again resumed their pressure.


 The Deviance Star was not simple, even the Majestic Star could not underestimate her.


 Xun Hou stood on the side, waiting for the perfect opportunity to launch a lethal attack against Shu Jing. However, Lin Chong’s martial arts were extraordinary, even the both of them combined cannot defeat her. If she was so powerful when her Star Master was only at Early Stage Stardust, when she and her master grew more mature later on, their power would be unimaginable. This thought solidified Xun Hou’s intent of squashing Lin Chong here and now.


 Liu Qing understood Xun Hou’s plan, so she immediately retreated, her hands slowly raising up the Blaze Refining Nine Hell Sabre.


 Her maniacal flame and her sabre both resonated, and then slowly fused into one.


 “Lin Chong, take my Phoenix Step Sabre Technique!”


 Liu Qing shouted as her body shot high into the air with the Blaze Refining Nine Hell Sabre aimed squarely at Lin Yingmei. A slash containing overwhelming power shot out.


 A strange black fire streamed out from within the sabre and quickly converged at the tip of the blade, the fierce flame looking almost untameable. This move was flying directly at Lin Chong.


 In that moment, the entire world seemed like it was consumed by this powerful flame.


 This was Deviance Star Red Haired Devil’s Phoenix Step Tactics!


 “Nine Consecutive Hell Fire Demonic Slash!”


 What a mouthful.


 “Master, be careful!!”


 Lin Yingmei gripped the Arctic Spear and gathered her Star Energy while facing the flame attack head on.


 Fireballs showered Lin Yingmei as the hundred meters surrounding grass field transformed into a desert.


 It took only a moment for the fireballs to swallow Lin Chong up completely.


 Feeling the intense heat from a hundred metres away, Shu Jing was anxious and wanted to help. But aside from the short pistol he always carried, he had not a single weapon.


 Shu Jing had no idea if mere bullets will have any effects on these star cultivators, but the only thing he can do was draw the silver pistol out. The body of the silver pistol were etched with ancient decorative patterns. The gun was given to him as a commemorative gift when he was promoted to become the country’s youngest Major. The pistol also had a sharp, solid knife attached to it. The name of the gun was “Silver Blade”. [1]


 Xun Hou saw that Liu Qing had surrounded Lin Chong with her ultimate move. Without any hesitation he immediately leapt towards Shu Jing, his fingers curled up into a claw attack to take Shu Jing’s life.


 No matter how one looked at it, Shu Jing was a weak and vulnerable Early Stage Stardust cultivator. He didn’t even have a decent Artifact to protect himself.


 “Bang bang!!”


 Shu Jing immediately shot out two shots, but the bullets were not even able to penetrate Xun Hou’s Star Energy barrier.


 “Are you trying to tickle me?” Xun Hou laughed loudly.


 Shu Jing was very annoyed, on Earth no matter what he was still a renowned Military Major. Getting lost in this Liangshan Continent now meant that he head to rely on a woman to protect him. This was such a frustrating turn of events. However, Shu Jing suddenly thought of something.


 Shu Jing’s agility was quite good, and he was able to dodge several palm attacks from Xun Hou. With his finger on the trigger, he infused it with all the Star Energy in his body. He then aimed at Xun Hou and fired.


 A silver bullet shot out surrounded by an aura of light.


 Against this seemingly pathetic attack, Xun Hou simply sent a palm forward in jest. However, something unexpected happened.


 The bullet shot right through his hand and then penetrated Xun Hou’s shoulder.


 Xun Hou screamed.


 Shu Jing’s heart lifted, and he immediately unleashed two more bullets.


 The Star Energy bullets were extremely ferocious. Xun Hou risked his life defending against three of these consecutive bullets using all of his Late Stage Stardust cultivation. Instead of retreating, Shu Jing pressed closer and hit him with an army punch. [2]


 Without any Artifact, he had used his fist. Xun Hou had not anticipated that Shu Jing was so bold. His punch nearly caused Xun Hou to threw up.


 Xun Hou became enraged and lashed out with his all of his Star Energy in response.


 Suddenly a beautiful figure appeared in front of Shu Jing, casually deflecting Xun Hou’s attack.


 “Master, are you alright?” Lin Yingmei looked at Shu Jing, her eyes grim, her heart genuinely worrying about Shu Jing’s safety.


 Shu Jing nodded, he had never thought that the “Silver Blade” in his hand could be so useful.


 “What kind of trash are you, not even able to take care of an Early Stage Stardust cultivator with no martial arts,”


 The Red-haired Devil Liu Qing cursed while looking at the injured Xun Hou.


 “This person has an unnatural Artifact.” Xun Hou had never felt so ashamed.


 Liu Qing glared at Xun Hou with a look full of hatred. Not a shred of worship was left in her eyes. She turned towards Lin Chong, smiling: “You are indeed worthy of the title Majestic Star Lin Chong. I already used the Phoenix Step Tactics “Nine Consecutive Hell Fire Demonic Slash”, but it only ended up burning some of your clothes. This kind of result really makes people feel frustrated.”


 Because her contractor Xun Hou was injured, Liu Qing also suffered no small amount of internal damage. Shu Jing had already shown that he could defend himself, not to mention Ling Yingmei who still had more than enough fighting power.


 “Master, do we kill them?” Lin Yingmei’s grip tightened around the Arctic Star Serpent Spear as it radiated an intense bone-chilling aura.


 The temperature of the air suddenly fell dramatically and the burning grass became covered with frost.


 Liu Qing and Xun Hou’s face suddenly changed.


 Not good.


 Not only did they fail to steal the chicken, they also lost a handful of rice! [3]


 “Kill!”


 Shu Jing spat out coldly.


 [1] Sword Pistol! Basing on future chapters, the gun have two modes, gun and knife. It does seems to be a weapon related to Air Force pilots, and is a gun and switchblade knife in one. Perhaps this, but silver.


 [2] Basically a gut punch, often taught in the military and thus called an army punch by the author.


 [3] The context pretty much explains the meaning, but basically the saying meant that even though they came intending to profit, they are the one who is taken advantage of in the end.
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 With such a heaven-sent chance, why would Shu Jing pick now to grant his enemy mercy?


 Lin Yingmei leapt, her Arctic Star spear thrusted straight forward.


 “You are looking down on me too much.”Liu Qing face reddened as she retaliated with everything she had.


 Liu Qing face reddened as she retaliated with everything she had.


 Lin Yingmei’s spear and Liu Qing’s sabre collided, resulting in blindingly bright sparks.


 While deep in the midst of their battle, a pink figure suddenly appeared between them. One could only see that it was a girl who gently dances between the sabre and the spear blades. A Yin Yang formation rotated into existence, gently separating the two maidens from each other, stopping only when they were 10 metres apart.


 This turn of event caught Shu Jing and others totally by surprise.


 “Little sisters, we should take care all take care of ourselves, please stop fighting.”


 A young girl appeared. She wore an extremely intricately decorated silk dress that perfectly accentuated her slender body. She moved elegantly, her skin paler than snow, soft and tender. Her beauty was the kind capable of collapsing empires.


 Even when she wasn’t trying, an aura of regality radiated from her that caused others to not dare look down on her.


 “Step aside, don’t get in my way!” Lin Yingmei’s eyes ferociously gleamed, her killing intent covering the sky.


 “Arctic Star Serpent Spear? Who would have thought that I would run into Lin Chong sis here. Ah, is that your Master?” The mysterious girl covered her mouth while evaluating Shu Jing in startlement.


 Her body slightly moved, and even before Lin Yingmei could respond, the mysterious girl was already standing in front of Shu Jing.


 Is that speed even humanely possible?


 Shu Jing didn’t even have the chance to panic before a sweet smelling scent like exotic flowers invaded his nose.
𝗳𝚛𝗲𝕖𝚠𝚎𝚋𝗻𝗼𝕧𝗲𝐥.𝚌𝚘𝐦

 “How did you get Lin Chong sis to contract with you?” The girl smiled mischievously.


 “Master, retreat!” Lin Yingmei quickly spun around and shouted a heaven-defying cry as her spear attack shot out.


 The girl’s body was light as a feather as she calmly flew backward, completely dodging Lin Chong’s attack.


 “Which Star are you?”Lin Yingmei gripped her spear, her entire body tensed up considerably. Just in the past few seconds, Lin Yingmei could sense that the girl in front of her was quite powerful.


 Lin Yingmei gripped her spear, her entire body tensed up considerably. Just in the past few seconds, Lin Yingmei could sense that the girl in front of her was quite powerful.


 The mysterious girl only smiled and did not answer. She looked around at the devastated grass field and said: “Just now on the mountain I felt a sudden fluctuation of power. I never thought that it was due to the little sisters’ Star Duel. Please give me face and temporarily stop fighting.”


 “What qualification do you have to give me orders?” Deviance Star Liu Qing’s overbearing voice shouted out.


 “Just now, I saved your life.” The girl laughed and said: “If not for me, both you and your Star Master would be dead in the ground.”


 Liu Qing and Xun Hou’s face turned extremely unpleasant.


 Xun Hou knew that because he was injured by Shu Jing, he ended up affecting Liu Qing’s combat capability. If they continue to fight, it will mostly likely end in their defeat. Thinking so, he saluted: “We will do as you said.”


 Liu Qing only gave a small grunt and resheathed her saber.


 “And what does this Star Master think about my suggestion?” The girl turned her eyes towards Shu Jing, beaming with a smile as she asked. Her smile clearly signalled that she would not take any other answer than the one she wanted.


 “We can’t beat you, so we can only agree”. Shu Jing understood and agreed begrudgingly.


 The girl happily laughed: “Isn’t this much better? Let’s wait until you meet again on the Liangshan Maiden Domain to show off your powers.”


 “What a busybody, poking your nose in other people’s matters for no reason.” Liu Qing said with a resentful tone.


 “Master!” Lin Yingmei also did not feel very satisfied. Her hands still gripped the spear tightly.


 Shu Jing shook his head and stepped forward to hold her back. Now that this mysterious girl had intervened, they could only restrain themselves. With her power, even if the Majestic Star and Deviance Star were to combine their strength, they were still not her match. Even if they weren’t willing, there was nothing they could do. He only regretted missing out on the one in a thousand year chance — this time they only won due to the other party’s overconfidence. Later on, he doubts they would have such a good chance again. Perhaps it would be even more dangerous next time with them knowing his strength.


 “How are your injuries?” Shu Jing looked at Lin Yingmei’s body full of wounds. Liu Qing’s Nine Consecutive Hell Fire Slash was no joke, and it obviously took some effort to escape from it.


 Lin Yingmei shook her head and retracted her spear.


 “Now that you guys have made up, this Lil-er have some business that I hope both of you can help me out with.” The mysterious girl who called herself Lil-er said and then laughed loudly. She was asking for their help, but everyone knew it was an order that was impossible to reject.


 “What can we help you with?” Shu Jing asked.


 “When I was at the top of the mountain, I discovered an ancient Relic Blade legacy monument. Unfortunately, there was a protective seal around the place, and it requires at least three Stars to unlock the seal! This matter has caused me much grief.”


 “If it’s really the Relic Blade legacy, then I guess we can help you out this one time!” Liu Qing humphed and said.


 Seeing that even Lin Chong was affected by this news, Shu Jing also quickly nodded in reply.


 The group then headed towards the mountain. Thanks to having the mysterious girl lead the way, they were able to avoid any trouble.


 —


 The night descended. Everybody split into their respective groups to find their own resting ground.


 Shu Jing leaned on a boulder, pulled out Silver Blade. He quietly practiced distilling Star Energy into bullets over and over again.


 Lin Yingmei did a round of inspection before settling down across from him. She stared at the silver weapon in Shu Jing’s hands with a quizzical feeling. She had never come across this type of weapon. On the surface there was no fluctuation of energy, at a glance, it should have been nothing more than a useless lump of iron. But Shu Jing had used this lump of iron to injure Xun Hou, who had achieved Stardust Late Stage. Lin Yingmei saw with her own eyes.


 The weapon’s penetrative power was comparable to a low-grade Nebula Stage Artifact. It could be used continuously very quickly, and without the need to be controlled by Divine Intent.


 Not only was her Master odd, even his weapon was peculiar.


 “Yingmei, can you guess who that Star Knight is?” Shu Jing finished cleaning the gun and then looked towards the mysterious girl who was sleeping casually on top of a tree branch in the distance.


 Lin Yingmei glanced over and spoke reluctantly: “She hasn’t used her unique martial art yet, so there is no way for me to tell. There are few uncontracted stars under the heaven who could oppress me, but there’s always the chance that she have had other fateful encounters that bolstered her strength.”


 “Could it be Song Jiang?” Shu Jing smile and said. Leader Star Song Jiang, the number one Liangshan warrior.


 “Song Jiang?” Lin Yingmei asked with some disdain.


 “Right now Master should be careful until we reach the Legacy. ” Lin Yingmei over at the Liu Qing pair, her expression serious. “Logically, Deviance Star Liu Tang would never agree to contract with such a useless star cultivator. He must have something that caused the Red Haired Devil to be swayed.”


 “Let’s head inside the legacy and then find a way to separate from them.” Shu Jing said.


 Lin Yingmei nodded, not disagreeing.


 On the other side, Liu Qing coldly looked at Xun Hou: “You nearly sabotaged me this time!”


 Xun Hou nervously said: “That kid’s Artifact is so strange, next time I will definitely be more careful.”


 “Hmph, you better!” Liu Qing then stared daggers at the mysterious girl from the corner of her eyes: “Right now we should prioritise recovering from our injuries. When we are fully healed and the timing is right, we will kill both Lin Chong and her Star Master. This time you must remember to take out your Nebula Stage Artifact. Against the Majestic Star, we must not hold back.”


 Xun Hou stared at Shu Jing with rising killing intent: “This damn Early Stage Stardust cultivator, I will definitely cut him into a million pieces.”


 “That would be for the best!” Liu Qing spoke with a grim face.


 Two days later, they safely reached their destination.


 Relic Blade Legacy!
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 The Relic Blade Legacy was hidden inside a small mountain ridge. Looking from the outside there really was nothing worthy of praise: no special marker or exotic plants were found in the surrounding area. Outside the large gate was just simple wild grass. If not for Lil’ Er’s direction they would have completely passed by this area.


 “Is this really the Relic Blade Legacy from legends?” Xun Hou asked suspiciously.


 “This place is only a lesser Relic Blade Legacy, but it still contains some pretty good stuff. You Star Masters should make the most of this chance.” Lil’ Er laughed deviously. This was due to the fact that Star Knights were incapable of using any weapons aside from their own personal one granted by the heaven, so Artifacts or even Astral Artifacts were useless to them.


 The words spoken by the young girl caused both Shu Jing and Xun Hou to be moved.


 “Then we won’t stand on ceremony.”


 Lil’ Er stood in front of the gate with two hands forming a seal. A protective formation began to mobilise, stopping them from entering. “This protective formation’s name is “Sky Enveloping Star Obeying Formation”. Within it, there are three crucial points that require us sisters to each simultaneously mobilize our own unique martial arts and attack it.” Lil’ Er spoke seriously.


 Lin Yingmei and Liu Qing nodded, their weapons pointed towards the locations Lil’Er showed them.


 As the two crucial points came under attack, waves of energy fluctuated in response from the protective formation. Everybody turned around and looked at Lil’ Er intently during this crucial moment. If this protective formation could only be broken by Star Knight martial arts then Shu Jing looked forward to finding out Lil’ Er’s real identity.


 Lil’ Er laughed softly, but it did not seem like she planned to expose herself just yet. A small sound echoed, and suddenly a dazzling golden light shot out from her palm.


 “BOOM!”


 The protective formation had completely shattered.


 “Haha, it’s finally opened.” Lil’ Er excitedly said and clapped her hands.


 After the gate opened, everyone could see a long hallway with no end in sight. The entire corridor seemed to be carved from large solid bluestone bricks. On the two sides of the hall were glowing green lights that illuminated the ancient legacy. The solemn and majestic scene inside of the legacy completely contrasted with the ordinary outside landscape.


 Lil’ Er immediately flew in like an arrow.


 “Humph!” Xun Hou glanced at Shu Jing full of contempt. Not wishing to miss out on the treasures, he also quickly ran inside, followed closely by Liu Qing.


 “Let us go.”


 —


 This corridor was unfathomably deep, almost like there was no end to it. In the blink of an eye Lil’ Er and Xun Hou have disappeared from view. Shu Jing wasn’t feeling too impatient. With people already leading the way ahead, he could calmly follow from behind.


 He nonchalantly enjoyed the sight of the stones on the two sides of the hallway while quietly praising the workmanship of the creators in his heart. All along the walls, the bluestones were tightly and intricately arranged layer atop layer, almost as if they were decorative dragon scales.


 “Even the architecture is impressive.” Shu Jing sighed.


 “Legend says that this Relic Blade legacy has a hidden secret. The person who discover this secret will find an Astral Treasure called the Profound Star Barrier.” Lin Yingmei spoke.


 “Really?” Shu Jing’s eyes brighten. Astral Artifacts were Artifacts that fell from the Star Realm. They were immensely powerful, more so than any ordinary artifact. Even an Oblivion Stage Artifact could not be compared to an Astral Artifact.T.


 “I’m afraid that is Lil’ Er’s goal in coming here. However, countless people have attempted to solve the secret of this Relic Blade legacy, but none of them have succeeded in obtaining the Profound Star Barrier.” Lin Yingmei wasn’t fully convinced that this legacy truly contained this Artifact. Even if it did at some point, perhaps someone had already taken it away during the past few hundred years.


 “Could somebody have already solved the secret?” Shu Jing asked as he stroked the surface of the walls.


 Lin Yingmei shook her head, indicating that she hadn’t heard any news regarding this matter.


 The hallway was so incredibly long that only after hours of walking did they end up at an impasse.


 “You guys are so slow!” Lil’ Er had to wait for quite some time, so when she finally saw them, she laughed out heartily.


 “Why did you stop?”


 Shu Jing asked while evaluating the surrounding. At the end of the hallway was a large hall room. In the middle of this hall was a large mural carved on a huge polished stone. The mural depicted a large Green Dragon with a jewel in its mouth. To the sides of the painting were two different directions shrouded in darkness. Aside from that, there were seven pillars. The one at the very center was made entirely from a large gemstone, with mysterious light radiating from inside it.


 “See that gemstone pillar?” Lil’ Er pointed at the gemstone pillar at the center.


 “Is there something wrong with it?” Shu Jing felt something was out of place. Why haven’t anyone taken it through all these years?


 Lil’ Er asked back: “Now that we are here, what do you think of this Relic Blade legacy?”


 “There is nothing here aside from that pillar!” Xun Hou spoke full of contempt. “No Artifacts nor Astral Beasts.”


 Lil’ Er kept smiling as she turned towards Shu Jing: “What about you?”


 “It’s too clean.” Shu Jing frowned, now that this girl has mentioned it he realised that this place was spotless. According to Lin Chong, this legacy has been around for hundreds of years, it’s impossible for it to remain so clean after all this time.


 “You seem to be smarter than him at least. What could be causing everything to be like this?” Lil’ Er praised.


 “Could it be because of this gemstone pillar?” Shu Jing answered full of doubt.


 Lil’ Er giggles: “That’s an Astral Gemstone”


 “Astral Gemstone?!!” Everybody shouted in surprise.


 Astral Gemstones were well known across the continent for being a precious material that came from the Liangshan Maiden’s realm. Inside these gemstones were a separate space where items can be stored. The majority of cultivators in Liangshan continent all carried an “Astral Bag” because of its unique property. On the outside the Astral Bag would look just like a normal bag, but when infused with a small Astral Gemstone they were capable of storing various items of all different sizes.


 However, these Astral Gemstones are extremely rare. Only every 108 years when the Star Duel Banquet commences do these rare gemstones follow the Star Knights and descend into the mortal plane. That’s why this rare material’s value can be comparable to Astral Artifacts.


 In front of them right now was a massive block of the rare Astral Gemstone. Everyone could hardly believe it.


 “Then what the hell are we waiting for?” Xun Hou smiled greedily and ran towards the pillar.


 “Idiot!” Liu Qing-er cursed at him.


 When Xun Hou stepped into the throne hall, the gemstone pillar suddenly began to glow. The other surrounding pillars also began to light up in order. Xun Hou was scared out of his wits by this sudden sight.


 Inside the gemstone pillar, there suddenly appeared a shadow that grew bigger and bigger, almost like it wanted to break the gemstone apart to escape.


 Lil’ Er also ran into the throne hall. After which, there was a loud rumbling, and then the shadow finally broke out of the pillar. Like a cyclone, countless creatures burst out into the room.


 “Spirit Engulfing Flood Dragons!”


 Liu Qing-Er shouted.


 These Spirit Engulfing Flood Dragon belonged to the peak of the Flood Dragon bloodline, but they were extremely small, their bodies only measuring about a foot. However, it could fly extremely fast in midair and swallow Star Energy. With so many of them, it would only take seconds for them to consume an entire person.


 Liu Qing took out her Blaze Refining Nine Hell Sabre. A single slash with the sabre created a fireball that brought with it a powerful heat wave shooting forward. Unfortunately, these Spirit Engulfing Flood Dragons also belonged to the Ancient Beast category. Not only could they swallow Star Energy, they even consider Spiritual and Natural Energy to be gourmet meals. That’s why the fireball only served to make them even more excited.


 Lin Yingmei swung her spear powerfully to create shock waves. However, these Flood Dragons had illusory forms, and none of these attacks have any effect on them.


 The Spirit Engulfing Flood Dragons may have look terrifying, but for now, holding them back for wasn’t a problem. Lil’ Er took this chance to fly across the room and went through the right hallway. Liu Qing-er concentrated all her strength into the Blaze Refining Nine Hell Sabre’s fireballs to suppress the beasts. Xun Hou who was scared stiff was dragged by Liu Qing-er into the left hallway.


 Lil’ Er took this chance to fly across the room and went through the right hallway. Liu Qing-er concentrated all her strength into the Blaze Refining Nine Hell Sabre’s fireballs to suppress the beasts. Xun Hou who was scared stiff was dragged by Liu Qing-er into the left hallway.


 “Master, let’s get out of here.” Lin Yingmei hurriedly said.


 Shu Jing nodded and gathered his Star Energy to attack the wild beasts as they make their way to the right hallway.


 When they were nearly at the entrance, Shu Jing suddenly stopped. He looked at the walls of the hallway, at the dragon scale decoration that follows along the wall as it heads directly towards the dragon in the mural at the middle of the room. It was a magnificent sight, revealing the true scope of the artwork, as the entire hallway they had walked through now seemed like it was a part of the dragon from the mural.


 Glancing at the Spirit Engulfing Flood Dragons, Shu Jing suddenly had a revelation “Could this be the secret?” Shu Jing asked in surprise.


 “Master, what are you talking about?” Lin Yingmei gritted her teeth.
𝙛𝒓𝓮𝒆𝔀𝒆𝙗𝓷𝒐𝙫𝒆𝙡.𝒄𝓸𝓶

 “Yingmei, we must head to the centre of the hall.”


 Shu Jing turned and ran back towards the painting. With her position as his Star Knight, Lin Yingmei could only hesitantly follow.
﻿Chapter 7 – Solution to the Legacy’s Secret

 - TL: AmeryEdge


 - ED: LtBeefy, Istaripanda


 —


 The closer Shu Jing got to the mural, the more aggressive the Spirit Engulfing Flood Dragons became. Lin Yingmei followed closely behind and protected him with all her might. She was extremely puzzled about why Shu Jing was just standing in front of the painting, stubbornly observing it and refusing to move on.


 Shu Jing leaned closer to the mural. The more he inspected it the more vivid and lifelike it became. The figure of the Green Dragon looked like it was about to burst out at a moment’s notice. Inside the dragon’s mouth was a jewel with seven small blinking stars carved upon it. Shu Jing’s eyes lit up. Without any hesitation, his hand shot towards the stars and pressed down on one of them gently. The moment his finger made contact, a dim ray of light appeared from within the star.


 When Shu Jing saw this, he immediately pressed down on all seven stars simultaneously, his heart full of expectation for a special event to happen. However, the seven stars only briefly flickered to life before slowly turning back into a normal carving.


 “Master, more Spirit Engulfing Flood Dragons are coming out from inside the Astral Gemstone faster and faster, we must leave this place at once!” Lin Yingmei revealed a rarely seen panicked expression. She really didn’t want to end up as a meal for these flood dragons. That kind of death would not be satisfying at all.


 Shu Jing turned around and stared unblinkingly at the 7 pillars inside the throne room, and then looked at the 7 stars on the jewel. The way they were arranged was very similar to each other.


 “Hold on for just a little longer!” Shu Jing’s mind was spinning at lightning speed. He quickly pressed down on all the 7 stars again.


 The seven stars on the pearl once again blinked to life, and a deep muffled sound rang out. The Green Dragon’s jaw lowers, with sounds of stones moving piercing to the ear. By the time the sound stopped, there was now a compartment revealed where the jewel previously was. Lin Yingmei was startled by this development.


 Shu Jing didn’t waste anytime scrutinizing the secret compartment. He immediately grabbed everything inside it and shouted: “Let’s go!” Lin Yingmei gathered her strength, swept the Flood Dragons aside with her Arctic Star Serpent Spear, and followed Shu Jing into the right hallway.


 After they made their way inside the hall, they realised they were surrounded by complete darkness. The light from the outside simply could not enter this place. Luckily, this was also the Spirit Engulfing Flood Dragon’s weakness, because without light they could not find their targets at all.


 After lighting up a small torch, the illuminated Ling Ying Mei turned and asked , “What did Master do just then?”


 Shu Jing didn’t immediately answer, but instead he took out some items from inside his pouch. There were a small jade crystal and a jadeite stone in his hand. “I suddenly remembered the secret you mentioned, so I tried something. It seems my thoughts were correct.” [1]


 “This is…?” Lin Chong concentrated her Divine Intent on the items in his hand. Suddenly her face showed a surprised expression, “The Profound Astral Gem!!”


 “No way, this is the Profound Astral Gem?” Shu Jing was taken aback, and he carefully re-evaluated the palm-sized piece of crystal jade in his hand. There were countless stars forming in the shape of a eclipsed new moon in his hand. Shu Jing could not detect any power coming from the surface of the jade stone. However, if Lin Yingmei said that it was the Profound Astral Gem, then it must be true.


 Shu Jing then shifted his attention to the jade marble. Aside from a dark shadow residing within it, it seemed like just an ordinary rock.


 “What great luck, we’ve already managed to get our hands on an Astral Artifact.” Shu Jing grinned.


 Lin Yingmei stared at Shu Jing suspiciously. She completely did not believe in the “luck” that Shu Jing spoke about. Thinking about the previous actions of Shu Jing, he definitely knew the solution to the secret of this Relic Blade Legacy. “Master, how did you figure it out?” Lin Yingmei wasn’t able to comprehend his previous actions.


 Shu Jing spoke about his discovery of the similarity between the pillars and the stars. In the beginning, he didn’t think much of it, but when Lin Yingmei was hurrying him, a new possibility suddenly emerged in his mind. Shu Jing felt that even though the throne hall contained Astral Gemstone columns, there was no reason for the Legacy’s creator to raise a bunch of Flood Dragons there to guard it, he couldn’t have been so idle that he wasted effort to create such a simple trap. He must have had a deeper motive.


 Because while on the outside, the Spirit Engulfing Flood Dragons may seem intimidating, they really aren’t that much of a threat until after a certain period of time has passed, and a sufficient amount of them have gathered. Shu Jing then thought of the possibility that this legacy’s creator had kept the Flood Dragons here not to deal with the people who had invaded the Legacy, but to only scare them into quickly leaving the hall. If this was the reason, then there was only one possible answer: The secret of the Relic Blade Legacy was contained within the main hall itself.


 Hearing Shu Jing’s deduction, Lin Yingmei felt faint. “Master, even if you were right, how did the hidden passage open up in the end? No matter what, many people have already gone through this legacy previously.”


 “I think the appearance of the Flood Dragons caused them to be too distracted to notice the password”.


 “Password?” Lin Yingmei frowned. She had never heard of this term.


 “The password is the key to opening this hidden passage. Do you remember the 7 columns? I pressed the stars based on the order those pillars initially lit up. But to be honest I really didn’t think it would reveal this passageway.” Shu Jing said and then laughed: “The architect seemed to have put a lot of thought into this.”


 Lin Yingmei could only sigh, a feeling of admiration rising in her heart. If before she still looked down on Shu Jing a bit, after going through this trial she was now completely convinced of his ability. “Master has such deep knowledge, in the blink of an eye you were able to think of so many things! I believe throughout history there has been many Star Masters and Star Knights who have made it to this Legacy, but they were all distracted by the Spirit Engulfing Flood Dragons and never discovered the hidden compartment.”


 Shu Jing laughed lightly. On his way to becoming the number one pilot, his intuition, calmness and quick-thinking speed had always been his trump card. The design of these puzzles, while mysterious in their own way, were far outstripped by the puzzles he had encountered in his training.


 Shu Jing remembered the time he even challenged the “Tomb of the Ancient Dragon.” The traps inside there could cause even grown men to shiver in fear.


 “Why was there such a puzzle in this Legacy? Perhaps the creator had too much time on their hands?” Shu Jing laughed.


 “Master isn’t aware of this, but these Legacies like the Relic Blade Legacy are used to assess cultivators!”


 Shu Jing asked with a quizzical expression, “Why is there a need to test cultivators?”


 “Every time the great Star Duel event begins, many forbidden zone will simultaneously appear all over the land. Inside these forbidden grounds, there are many treasures both cultivators and Star Knights can only dream of attaining. Due to the upcoming Liangshan Maiden Star Duels, everybody is scrambling to enhance their strength, and the treasures attained from these ancient grounds are their number one choices.”


 “What are these forbidden zones like?” Shu Jing curiously asked.


 “Based on ancient records, there have been cases of Star Knights discovering these forbidden zones and receiving a drastic increase in power, but there are also cases of people not being able to find anything within them. More importantly, many cultivators and Star Knights have lost their lives at these forbidden grounds over the years, losing even the chance to meet the Liangshan Goddess.” Lin Yingmei slowly explained. “I have heard of forbidden grounds that were so complex in design, even a large amount of cultivators were not able to break through and enter them, resulting in them leaving empty-handed.”


 “They sound quite interesting.” Shu Jing’s interest was piqued.


 “Unfortunately, most of these forbidden grounds are very dangerous. With your current strength, this Lin Chong will be honest: now isn’t the time.” Lin Yingmei didn’t want Shu Jing to be blinded by greed and run towards his own death.


 Shu Jing was likewise not reckless. “If these forbidden sanctuaries have such benefits for Star Knights and Star Masters, sooner or later we will find our way to one. But there seems to be something strange about them, these sanctuaries seemed to be tailored made to attract cultivators connected to the Star Duel Covenant, as if they were put there on purpose.”


 “Your servant also thinks this, but in order to know for sure, I’m afraid there is only one way –” Lin Yingmei calmly said.


 “Become the final victor of the Liangshan Star Duel!”


 [1] Jade crystals(Nephrite) and Jadeites are two different kind of stones.
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 During their journey through the pitch black corridor, Shu Jing managed to learn several things from Lin Yingmei. It seems that the matters about Star Duels were not as simple as he originally thought, signing a contract was only the first step. In order to enter the holy ground of the Liangshan Maiden, Star Maidens would use all means possible to improve their strength. The girls usually hid their power and patiently bided their time, so it would be difficult for him to fathom their true strength.


 And not only were there the Star Maidens, all of their Star Masters were also his enemy.


 A light finally appeared at the end of the passageway.


 Shu Jing and Lin Yingmei finally finished their conversation and came out from the passageway. The sun was dazzlingly bright, Shu Jing wasn’t able to adapt in time and furiously blinked his eyes.


 In front of them were valleys surrounded by mountains completely covered in lush green vegetation. There were countless blooming flowers, and the wind carried with it a soft scent that penetrated deep into one’s souls.


 “Lin Chong little sis, why were you so late? Did you discovered something interesting?” A gentle voice carried by the wind sounded out from a nearby willow branch.


 Shu Jing looked up, who could it be aside from Lil’ Er?


 The girl was relaxing on top of the tree branch, her body looking even suppler than the willow itself.


 “Are we inside the legacy?” Shu Jing asked.


 “Legacy?” Little Er laughed: “You are so funny, this is the other side of the Unyielding Wall Mountain.”


 “What?”


 Shu Jing and Lin Yingmei were both startled.
𝕗𝕣𝐞𝐞𝘄𝐞𝚋𝚗𝗼𝘃𝗲𝗹.𝚌𝕠𝚖

 This is the other side of the mountain? Shu Jing and Lin Yingmei lifted their heads, and the Unyielding Wall Mountain was towering above them like a giant.


 “We came out just like that?”


 Shu Jing was a bit speechless, wasn’t this Relic Blade legacy too simple? However, thinking back, Lin Yingmei had told him about how often legacies would contain only a single puzzle, and the moment one chose the wrong path it would pretty much be the end of the road.


 “Did you went through all that just for this view?” Lin Yingmei asked.


 Lil’ Er laughed loudly, “Heavens, Little Sis Lin Chong. This is the Unyielding Wall Mountain, which is part of Liangshan Continent’s Five Great Mountains, and is thousands of feet tall. It is almost impossible to cross even if one could fly, and don’t even mention walking. Thus, one must naturally make use of any shortcut they can find.”


 “But of course, I also managed to reap some profit this time.”


 Lil’ Er took out a bottle. The bottle was half filled with dark gray sand.


 Lin Yingmei’s face darkened. This was the Relic Blade Sand she had been looking for.


 “Where did you find it?” Shu Jing asked.


 Lil’ Er pointed at the entrance they just came out from. Sure enough, there were some leftover digging marks on the ground where the sand previously was.


 At the Relic Blade legacies, aside from the elusive Profound Astral Gem, the most valuable treasure is the small amount of Relic Blade Sand that spawns near the legacy itself.


 Even though Lin Yingmei coveted the material, since the other party was one step ahead, she could only give up. However, when she heard Li’ Er spoke about the Profound Astral Gem, a trace of pride welled up in her heart.


 “Oh that’s right, I didn’t come to talk about this. Deviance Star Liu Tang was looking for you guys, but I deceived her and said you headed towards the west. She has already left. You guys should be careful, she won’t let you go. I hope we will be able to meet once again.”


 Lil’ Er chuckled, from her fingers appeared a bright ray of light, and her figure vanished without a trace.


 Using her Divine Intent to search the area, Yingmei discovered there wasn’t even a breath of Lil’ Er was left behind. She had really left.


 “Even Star Knights have consciences?”


 Shu Jing was surprised. He thought that with Lil’ Er’s formidable strength, since sooner or later all Star Knights will have to fight to the death at Liangshan Maiden Domain, she would use this opportunity to get rid of them. It seems like she didn’t plan to do so. “Perhaps all Star Maidens who have not entered a Star Duel Covenant contract all act this naive?”


 Lin Yingmei’s did not reply. She was just as confused as Shu Jing.


 “Forget it, we must get out of here quickly.” Shu Jing thought their current situation wasn’t exactly optimal. Inside the Legacy, most of their Star Energy was absorbed by the Spirit Engulfing Flood Dragons. Right now, they were at their weakest. Even if they had the Profound Astral Gem, against the Deviance Star, they might still be at a disadvantage.


 Thinking so, Shu Jing and Lin Yingmei left towards another direction.


 —


 The night fell, and the mountain became quiet.


 Shu Jing flipped the Profound Astral Gem back and forth, but still couldn’t figure anything out. He also tried to inject a small bit of Star Energy into it, but nothing happened.


 Shu Jing laid on the grass while far away on a hilltop, Lin Yingmei was practicing her Spear Technique. Moonlight was shining upon the Arctic Star Lone Moon Serpent Spear, each spear thrust caused a chilling breeze to be emitted. Lin Yingmei’s determined expression caused Shu Jing to quietly praise her.


 Suddenly, Lin Yingmei stopped her training, turning to Shu Jing and asked: “Master, do you also wish to train?”


 “I lack talent in this area.” Shu Jing shook his head.


 “No, since we are connected through the contract, some of my experience have been transferred over to you. All you need to do is practice and this latent power will awaken.” Lin Yingmei said.


 “Really? I can become just like you?”


 Lin Yingmei nodded affirmatively.


 Shu Jing wanted to ask about what he needed to do to awaken this power, but seeing Lin Yingmei standing in the battle position, he immediately understood. The best way to stimulate his potential was through fighting.


 “Be careful.” Shu Jing pulled out the Silver Blade.


 “Do your best!” Lin Yingmei spoke icily.


 Before she even finished speaking, a chilling streak of light shot out towards her.


 Shu Jing went ahead and attacked.


 Lin Yingmei’s hand shook, blue light radiates from her attack as it flew towards Shu Jing.


 Even with Star Energy reinforcing them, the bullets were not able to oppress the blue light. Instantly, the light roared to life like a snake and pounced at him. This attack did not allow Shu Jing even a bit of time to breathe.


 This is Lin Chong’s spear technique?


 BANG BANG BANG!!


 Without any hesitation, Shu Jing’s continuous bullets shot forward, each like a terrifying assassin.


 The sounds of the bullets and metals continuously colliding rang out in the air. This was the first time Lin Yingmei were already displaying her true strength.


 Not only were her attacks swift, but even her defence was impenetrable.


 Afterimages of both bullets and blades formed a freezing whirlwind in the surrounding thirty feet area.


 Under this intense pressure, Shu Jing’s hidden potential began to show itself, causing his movements to drastically improve. Even though he was sometimes forcibly cornered, with mere inches away from a fatal attack, he always managed to narrowly escape. In the blink of an eye, his figure was already upon Lin Yingmei.


 A punch filled with freezing power struck out, and in the girl’s eyes a blue glint of light was reflected.


 Lin Yingmei remained calm. Her feet became as fast as the wind and casually sidestepped the punch. But the attack suddenly changed direction and swept horizontally, its speed and power increasing by several folds. However Lin Yingmei was even prepared for this, and her spear instantly deflected Shu Jing’s side sweeping strike.


 The chilling sharp spear point forced Shu Jing to retreat.


 In an instant, Lin Yingmei had shifted the tides of battle and gained the upper hand.


 Even though he was mentally prepared, Lin Yingmei’s tyrannical attacks could not be underestimated. Her strength exceeded his by far, and with her overwhelming momentum, Shu Jing was pushed back several metres. But the moment his feet touched the ground, he immediately regained his balance.


 A soft humph sounded out.


 The trigger was pulled.


 Several rapidly rotating bullets shot out, creating disturbances in the air akin to a venomous serpents’ fangs.


 Lin Yingmei was ready. She jumped high up into the air as the bullets swarmed towards her.


 Lin Yingmei didn’t even stop to think, as her Arctic Star Serpent swept down and sliced the incoming bullets in half. “Master, you are on the right track.”


 Shu Jing’s strange attacks had managed to impress Lin Chong.


 The Star Symbol on Shu Jing’s forehead began to shine, bringing with it a deeply comfortable feeling that spread throughout his entire body and meridians.
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 Shu Jing smiled and coldly shouted out while the Silver Blade in his hand released a powerful icy blue wind force towards Lin Yingmei. The wind force transformed into a devastating hurricane that destroyed everything in its way. It then completely surrounded Lin Yingmei from all sides with afterimages.


 However, no matter how cunning or unpredictable his attacks, he still couldn’t injure Lin Yingmei. The Arctic Star Serpent Spear constantly spun around her like an impenetrable wall, bouncing back every single one of Shu Jing’s blade illusions.


 This was the first time Shu Jing had fought against a Star Knight. Seeing none of his attacks being effective, he breathe in cautiously in his heart,


 The Majestic Star Lin Chong was definitely impressive. Anything he could do, he had already done. Right now, he was the most powerful he’s ever been, yet it was still not enough.


 “Master, how are you feeling?” Lin Yingmei asked, concerned.


 “Yingmei, are you hungry or something? Put some power into it!”


 Shu Jing was thrilled. All the cells in his body were being invigorated due to the intense battle, and the Star Symbol on his forehead shined even brighter than before, reflecting his mood.


 “Your servant understands!”


 Lin Yingmei’s spear once again shot forward.


 Seeing her master in high spirits, Lin Yingmei’s figure transformed into a fearsome figure, resembling that of a demon from hell. She completely shrunk the space between them and instantly appeared in front of Shu Jing, her body inches away from the ground. Before the dark aura surrounding her had the chance to disperse, her Arctic Star Serpent Spear had already begun to slash right across.


 A flash of light!


 The night seemed to have split apart.


 Shu Jing wasn’t able to say a word. His face went pale, his wrist swinging upwards. He didn’t bother to shoot only used the Silver Blade to defend against the attack.


 He no longer planned to rely on the power of his energy bullets. Instead, he would focus on simple speed to defeat Yingmei.


 Shu Jing’s hands gripped the Silver Blade tightly, the icy sword tip flashed like thunder and lightning .A powerful murderous aura enveloped Lin Yingmei’s body.


 The darkness was suddenly split apart!


 Shu Jing’s body was like an illusion, appearing by her side in a blink of an eye.


 Sounds of weapons colliding rang out again and again.


 Lin Yingmei withdrew, her spear shaking But she still managed to rigidly maintain the spear in an offensive stance. Like her title, her spear was as towering as a mountain, solid and unyielding.


 Facing Shu Jing’s strange surprise attack, her face remained calm.


 Shu Jing smiled slightly. His sword flashed like lightning, his speed faster than the wind itself. The blade headed directly towards Lin Yingmei’s chest.


 All of this happened in an instant, but with the short distance between them, each moment lasted as long as a lifetime.


 At the last second, Shu Jing slightly shifted the direction of his blade. The shockwave of this attack shot right by Lin Yingmei, ripping a piece of her clothes.


 With his attack piercing through Lin Yingmei’s clothes, along with the huge inertia force of his movement, Shu Jing crashed into her embrace.


 Time seemed to have stopped.


 Lin Yingmei stared at the chest that was pressed right on top of her as her entire body turned stiff. The strange feelings transmitted by being so close to him eventually jolted her awake.


 The moonlight shined down on them, illuminating Lin Yingmei’s shocked expression.


 Shu Jing had demonstrated an amazing potential for fighting.


 He gasped heavily, his entire body felt like falling apart. He didn’t even have the strength to the pull the trigger of his gun. If Lin Chong had continued to attack him now, the only thing he could do was sit and wait for his death.


 As Lin Yingmei retrieved her Arctic Star Serpent Spear, Shu Jing lost all his remaining strength and fell forward.


 “Master!”


 Lin Yingmei called out and quickly stopped his fall with her arms. Seeing his determined expression, even the Majestic Star couldn’t help but smile slightly.


 “Not bad, Master.”


 —


 After the fight, they continued their journey in search of Relic Blade Sand. Shu Jing sparred with Lin Yingmei daily. His improvement rate was astonishing, each time they fought Lin Yingmei was shocked anew.


 This was the first time that she had seen a Star Master able to integrate with a Star Knight’s experience so easily. It was almost as if she and Shu Jing were made for each other.


 Since they were pursued by the Deviance Star, they had to reserve some strength while training, which consumed huge amounts of Star Energy. When the time came, they wanted to go into battle at their best condition, with the Star Combat state exciting their blood endlessly.


 Ten days later, at night.


 A strange event began to occur in the sky. Suddenly, the entire night became blindingly bright while the 108 sacred stars resonated. A single dazzling blue star began to glow intensely, causing the night to turn into day.


 Shu Jing and Lin Yingmei stopped in the middle of their training and looked up.


 After the sacred star released the intense blue light, a red dense ray of light shot to the East as the star followed along and began to fall towards the Liangshan Maiden.


 A chaotic light path carved its way across the night.


 “A Fallen Star!” Lin Yingmei whispered.


 “Fallen Star? Are you saying that a Star Knight has been defeated?” Shu Jing immediately understood what she meant.


 Lin Yingmei nodded calmly “That’s right, when a Star Knight is defeated, their representative sacred star will fall from the sky, and we call this a Fallen Star.”


 “Are they dead?” Shu Jing felt some pity about this matter.


 “It would be better to say that they have returned home.” Lin Yingmei maintained her usual expression while staring at the distant Liangshan Maiden. It was impossible to tell what was on her mind.


 “I wonder which Star it was.”


 “It’s probably Master’s all-time favourite, the Leader Star Song Jiang!” Lin Yingmei said casually while glancing at Shu Jing.


 Shu Jing smiled sheepishly. How could he not detect the faint sour note in Lin Yingmei’s voice?


 “But why would you assume that it is Song Jiang who has fallen?”


 Shu Jing was too curious and asked. From Lin Yingmei’s tone, he could tell she held some disdain towards the legendary leader of the 108 stars. Could it be that the Star Maiden Duels shared a similarity with the classic novel when it comes to Song Jiang’s idiocy? (1)


 “Even if it’s just fighting prowess, she can’t compare with the current Master.” Lin Yingmei said flatly.


 Shu Jing’s face reddened from Yingmei’s straightforwardness.


 “According to what your servant knows, during every single Star Duel, Leader Star Song Jiang was always the first one to be defeated.”


 “Is she really that useless?”


 “Amongst all the combat specialised stars, she is the weakest.” Lin Yingmei shook her head.


 According to Yingmei, the Star Knights specialties are divided into Martial Arts, Mystic Arts and Star Master abilities. Martial arts and Mystic Arts are the most important powers since the Star Master abilities are only useful when used to support an appropriately powerful Star Master partner.


 Historically, Song Jiang’s ability have been rated at the lowest. Throughout the Five Great Dynasties era, no Star Master would willingly contract with her.


 Lin Yingmei explained: “Song Jiang lacks combat abilities, yet she sits at the very top of the ranking. There is a rule in the Star Duel. Defeat a Star Knight and one shall gain their Star Energy. You can imagine what huge amount of Star Energy is residing within the Leader Star. No Star Knight or Star Master would pass on this immensely beneficial “medicine”.”


 Shu Jing felt even more pity for this Leader Star once he found out about this matter. Her situation is just too similar to Xuanzang’s flesh. (2)


 Timely Rain oh Timely Rain (3), will you just be like your nickname and be around to deliver a timely experience boost for your fellow Star Knights?


 “Yingmei, are you also after her power?”


 Lin Yingmei smiled lightly: “Master is looking down on this servant too much. Lin Chong treats people fairly, I don’t have any interest in killing useless weaklings. Of course, if Master orders me to, I will complete the mission without hesitation.”


 “Fighting a defenseless enemy is also not something I want to do.”


 In this matter, they had common opinions. However, Shu Jing also quietly thought that it wouldn’t be a bad idea if he could end up making a contract with this Timely Rain Song Jiang.


 Note:


 (1) In the classic novel, Song Jiang, while he was an expert martial artist and a scholar, made some seriously bad decisions while leading the 108 heroes, resulting in his own tragic death later. He also famously saved Lin Chong’s arch enemy Gao Qiu, who is also the main antagonist of Water Margin.


 (2) Xuanzang (From Journey to the West) is a monk whose flesh will grant immortality to any demon who consumed it.


 (3) Song Jiang official nickname is the “Protector of Justice”, but he was also known as the Timely Rain for his kind and generous nature.
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 “Yingmei, this Relic Blade Sand is really hard to find. Is there no way for you to hurry up?” After ten days of continuous searching, Shu Jing and Lin Yingmei had been all over this side of the mountain, but there were no gains whatsoever. Shu Jing couldn’t help but think Yingmei was mistaken.


 “It is true that this is a little troublesome…” Lin Yingmei looked at Shu Jing apprehensively, her eyes full of thoughts, as if she was trying to decide on something. In the end, she shook her head lightly.


 Shu Jing couldn’t guess what Lin Yingmei was thinking about. But he knew how huge and boundless the Liangshan Continent was. Just an ordinary plain was already larger than the Pampas Region on Earth by several times. Trying to find the Relic Blade Sands in a place like this was harder than finding a needle in the ocean.


 “Time is money! Right now, there are already 40 contracted stars, if we continue like this we won’t be able to find it before all 108 stars have successfully contracted.” Shu Jing explained.


 “What does Master suggest?”


 Shu Jing looked at the nearby pond “I’ll go take a bath first, you go ahead and keep thinking about new methods to improve our efficiency. Randomly looking everywhere like we are doing right now is probably not the best idea.”


 Lin Yingmei nodded and said, “Your servant will go and observe the surrounding areas for a bit!”


 It had nearly been a month since Shu Jing came to this new world. The biggest impression Shu Jing had about this place was that it was entirely covered with high mountains, large lakes, all around a beautiful and breathtaking scenery. Due to this picturesque and calming landscape, Shu Jing was able to endure the current situation.


 Taking off all his clothes, Shu Jing jumped into the pond. The cooling sensation infiltrated his body, causing him to feel extremely relaxed. As he was preparing to close his eyes and concentrate on recovering his body, a loud commotion resounded from the nearby woods.


 Shu Jing’s eyes shot open, just in time to catch a glimpse of a girl with slender body walking out from the forest. She was wearing what seemed to be a short green skirt, only about knee-high in length, which showed off her smooth, long pair of legs which were wrapped in white socks. Seeing Shu Jing, her beautiful eyes lit up.


 Damnit, he was being peeked at!


 Shu Jing immediately covered his private part with his hands.


 He thought that the girl would be startled and scream, but instead a sweet and seductive voice rang out, “Young master, save me!”


 Before Shu Jing could figure out what was going on, she floated across the pond towards him and buried herself in his chest. Shu Jing was sweating cold bullets of sweat. While his two hands were busy, she looked up at him with breath taking eyes, her cheeks blushing pink, her two arms clinging tightly to Shu Jing. She buried her head in his chest while pouting: “Young Master, please save me!”


 I’m the one who needs saving! Shu Jing felt like weeping. She was fast. In the blink of an eye she had already sneaked up on him. If she was an assassin he’d already be dead.


 Sensing the soft sensation coming from the girl’s body as she snuggled up to him, a certain part of Shu Jing’s body hardened, gently poking her. The girl, however, only shouted cutely: “Young Master, watch out behind you!”


 “ROOOAAR!!!”


 A fierce roar echoed across the forest and a massive brightly colored tiger appeared. It’s opened jaws revealed a pair of long sharp fangs. Its eyes golden, it’s mouth exuding a foul, bloody stench.


 “Heavens, what kind of tiger is this?” Shu Jing quietly wondered.


 “ROAR!”


 The tiger roared once more, causing waves to appear in the water. The overwhelming roar nearly made Shu Jing fell over. Shu Jing glanced at the area where his clothes and Silver Blade were as he slowly retreated.


 The tiger revealed its fangs and pounced forward.


 Shu Jing immediately hugged the girl tightly and jumped backward. He jumped over 5 metres high, shocking the girl in his arms. Making it to other side, he quickly headed for his pistol, but the tiger was fierce and rapidly attacked him. Shu Jing could only use his legs as a shield. The tiger ferociously bit down at his leg, causing Shu Jing to suffer unimaginable pain! Shu Jing bit his lips until it bled. Luckily, his willpower was stronger than the pain. He continued to struggle to reach out for the stone where his Silver Blade lied. His fingers managed to finally grasp the pistol.


 Bang bang!


 Two consecutive bullets were shot.


 The shots penetrated the tiger’s skull. Now, it had two glaring bloodied holes in its forehead. The light in its eyes began to dim, as it’s body shook several times before finally dropping onto the ground.


 The girl looked at Shu Jing with a pale expression and said, “Are you alright?” It would strange if he was alright! He felt like all the bones in his legs were broken apart. He awkwardly stuttered, “Let me get dressed first.”


 Only now did the girl realise that Shu Jing wasn’t wearing any clothes. Her face reddened, but she still hastily picked up the clothes Shu Jing left on the ground and said, “Let me help you put on your clothes!”


 “Strange pants.” The girl stared incredulously at Shu Jing’s underwear, she has never seen this kind of clothing.


 With his underwear being inspected so closely by a girl, Shu Jing’s wanted to bury his head in a hole. He quickly snatched it from her and rebuked angrily, “Turn around so I can do it myself!”


 The girl giggled cutely.


 “What do you think you are doing?” Suddenly a furious voice sounded out. It was Lin Yingmei who had rushed back after hearing the commotion from afar. Seeing the two drenched people next to the pond, she immediately leapt forward with the Arctic Star Serpent Spear.


 The young girl gave a startled cry, but before she could respond, an icy cold spear has already made its way to her neck. When Lin Yingmei saw the wound on Shu Jing’s leg, her eyes overflowed with killing intent.


 “Calm down, I was attacked by that tiger over there”. Shu Jing didn’t want to go through the farce of having Lin Yingmei kill his damsel by accident right after he finished saving her from distress.


 Seeing Shu Jing struggle to put on his clothes due to the pain of his leg, Lin Yingmei retrieved her spear and walked next to Shu Jing to help him get changed.


 The girl breathed out in relief, her eyes looking strangely at Lin Yingmei.


 In terms of fighting, Lin Yingmei was second to none. But when it came to servicing others, she didn’t know where to start. She really was like a pampered Princess, her hands that could expertly wield the Arctic Star Serpent Spear were currently fumbling to button up Shu Jing’s pants. She really didn’t know where to look.


 This was the first time Shu Jing had two young ladies waiting for him to get changed. Naturally, he was affected.


 After awhile, the beet red Lin Yingmei finally finished helping Shu Jing put on his clothes.


 “Why did you lead the tiger here?” Lin Yingmei looked at the girl disdainfully.


 “I’m really sorry, I really didn’t mean to.” The girl clapped her hands together and repeatedly bowed in apology.


 “Forget it”. Shu Jing didn’t want to delve into these small matters. Instead, he was a lot more interested in the colorful metallic beast. Are all the animals in this Liangshan Continent this formidable?


 “This maiden’s name is Song Lu. I came from a nearby village. Why don’t Young Master follow me to my village to get treatments for your injury?” Song Lu said full of concern.


 Shu Jing nodded, with his current condition, no matter where he went it would be difficult to get anything done.


 Lin Yingmei grunted coldly. She stored the body of the Blossom Steel Tiger inside her Astral Bag. Turning around, she planned to give her master a shoulder to lean on. However, before she could, Song Lu had already made her way to Shu Jing’s side.


 “Your Artifact is so impressive. It took out the tiger just like that.” Whether intentionally or not, Song Lu’s soft and firm chest was repeatedly brushing up against Shu Jing’s arm as they walked.


 Shu Jing looked at Song Lu’s shy expression. He suddenly remembered his earlier conversation with Lin Yingmei about the Leader Star. Suddenly, a strange thought occurred to him, could she be… Song Jiang?


 “Young Master, what are you thinking about?” Song Lu whispered.


 “My name is Shu Jing, my partner is Lin Yingmei.” Shu Jing answered.


 “She is so heroic!” Song Lu said with reverence.


 Shu Jing nodded.


 “Did Young Master save my life because you want me to repay your kindness by devoting myself to you, as a faithful servant?” The girl softly asked.


 “I don’t have that kind of intention.” Shu Jing shook his head.


 “Well, if Young Master needs a ride, this maiden can help.” Song Lu shyly continued.


 “What kind of horse is it?” Shu Jing frowned.


 The girl blushed even more. She laughed coyly as she whispered: “Well, the kind only for you to ride.”


 This damn succubus is the legendary Song Jiang? No way in hell!


 Shu Jing’s eyes twitched in turmoil, his stomach aching ceaselessly.
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 There were over a hundred families residing in Song Clan Village. It gave Shu Jing the impression of an ordinary village, with barking dogs, crowing roosters and kitchen chimney smoke in the air. Song Lu went to look for the sole physician in the village to heal Shu Jing, who applied a medicine called “Exhaustive Tendons Powder” on his wounds. He was told that he would completely recover after resting for three to four days. The physician also praised Shu Jing’s resilient body. If a normal person was bit by a Blossom Steel Tiger, their bones would have been shattered to pieces, and some would even be disabled for the rest of their life. Instead, Shu Jing survived with a mere flesh wound.


 News of Shu Jing’s slaying of the Blossom Steel Tiger quickly spread throughout the village. It seemed like this beast had previously caused no small amount of damage to this village. All the young men and women of the village came to asked about Shu Jing. If not for Lin Yingmei’s cold and intimidating figure, Song Lu’s house would have already collapsed.


 Song Lu suggested that Shu Jing should stay here and rest until he completely recovered. Yingmei felt partially responsible for this matter, so she did not object.


 Shu Jing could only go with the flow and settled in.


 “Young Master, do you need anything? My body belong is yours to command. Just treat me like cattle.” Song Lu blinked while smiling flirtatiously.


 Hearing her words, Lin Yingmei furrowed her eyebrows. She did not like the way Song Lu talked one bit.


 “Are there any books here? It would be great if you could find me a couple of books about the Liangshan Continent.” Shu Jing asked, ignoring not to hear her. Currently, there were too many mysteries in this Liangshan Continent. Lin Yingmei did not carry any such text on her body, and she was not suitable for teaching him. Know your enemy and yourself and you shall be invincible, how could he not understand this simple principle from Sun Tzu’s Art of War?


 “Let me go ask for you.” In the blink of an eye, Song Lu had already skipped out of the room.


 “Master, you must not let your guard down!” Waiting for her to finally leave, Lin Yingmei unreservedly remind Shu Jing.


 “Do you think she is a Star Knight?” Shu jing asked.


 “This servant cannot sense any trace of Star Energy coming from her. There’s a possibility that she has an extremely high cultivation and is able to conceal her strength. Of course, she could also be a normal person.” Lin Yingmei shook her head. She did not possess extraordinary observing abilities. The only way for her to tell if someone was a Star Knight or not is to fight against them.


 “I think she has many similarities to Star Knights.” Shu Jing smile and said.


 Lin Yingmei was puzzled: “Why does Master say so?”


 “Basically, she has this strange leisurely aura to her.” Shu Jing thought about how, ever since he met her, she has never for one moment seemed ordinary. Unlike normal people, she seems to have training and experience, even if she could not take care of the Blossoming Steel Tiger, she seemed to be sure she would be able to escape safely in the end. Being a soldier himself, Shu Jing intuition’s was very sensitive about these matters. Nine out of ten times his suspicions were always correct.


 Lin Yingmei seemed to be deep in thought, with a cold voice she said, “Should we get rid of her?”


 “She has no bloodthirst.” Shu Jing has pondered about the reason why the girl was able to approach him so closely without causing him alarm. The reason was she did not seem to be hiding a trace of killing intent. No matter who they were, while harboring ill thoughts they will not be able to completely conceal their killing intent, and Shu Jing was the type who could read his opponents well. She did not have ill intents, so he did not hesitate to catch the falling Song Lu.


 “This time, this servant really messed up.”


 “No need to worry, a man who can withstand pain is a true man.” Shu jing waved his hand. “I also cannot always be protected by you, this was a good opportunity for me to train.”


 Lin Yingmei did not disagree. As the Majestic Star Panther Head, she thought the words spoken by Shu Jing were truly worthy of the rightful master of Lin Chong.


 In a moment, Song Lu came back into the room, carrying with her several bags. Looking at her dragging so many heavy bags, Shu Jing laughed: “Song Lu, don’t tell me you have taken every single book in the entire village here!”


 “That’s right! These are all books that have been in our village since ancient times, some of them were even given by the village chief, and all of these are for Young Master to peruse.” Song Lu’s cheeks revealed shining dimples as she smiled.


 “You didn’t steal all of these right?”


 “Of course not, hearing that Young Master wishes to read books, everybody in the village all gathered what they could. You are this village’s savior, so it is only natural.” Song Lu laughed. “I heard there are even some ancient hidden manuals in here, but many people in our village have already tried and failed to comprehend them.”


 Manuals?


 Hearing this, Shu Jing’s eyes brighten. Currently, his biggest problem was that he lacked cultivation manuals. One must know, if a Star Cultivator had the help of a powerful Soul Technique or Martial Art, their strength would greatly increase.


 But when Shu Jing thought about how Song Lu casually said she had found some cultivation manuals, a suspicion grew in his heart. How could he be so lucky to randomly run into some top-notch cultivation manual?


 Finished reading the “cultivation manuals” Song Lu has brought him, Shu Jing felt like a bucket of cold water was splashed all over his head. What kind of legendary cultivation manual is this? What the heck are “Traversing the Heavens and Earth Lone Supreme Technique”, “Annihilating Brainless Palm” or “Overturning Oceans and Rivers Wave Unleashing Tactics”? The names were crude enough, but the contents themselves were even worse. In order to practice the Lone Supreme Technique, one must first castrate themselves, the Annihilating Brainless Palm requires one to annihilate their own brain first, while the Wave Unleashing Tactics is just a damn lecher technique. What’s more, there was one called Nine Revolution Indestructible Golden Body, which requires one to die first to cultivate it.


 Heavens!


 But he did found something that interested him. The Chaotic Tail Escape Technique, whose author is the Golden Toad Spiritual Master. The name sounds quite mysterious, but more importantly, the manual was comprehensive and clearly explained the training process step by step.


 At a glance one could tell this manual was very useful, it was ordered logically in a standardised format. Especially important is that it lists Star Energy as a requirement for cultivating it. Furthermore, according to the manual, this escape technique was truly powerful. It could make even gods and demons weep in vain.


 This was a technique against the heavens. Even if the user’s body was incomplete and they are barely hanging on to life, as long as one still has a glimmer of consciousness, they will be able to escape. Even a powerful enemy can only stand back and sigh.


 This escape technique requires strong willpower to completely resist the surrounding interference, or it will be all for naught.


 Shu Jing found this manual to be very suitable, so he asked Lin Yingmei and Song Lu about the Golden Toad Spiritual Master. Song Lu was not clear on who he was, and even after half a day of thinking, Yingmei could only say that it seems the Spiritual Master was most likely a wandering expert who had recorded down his findings for the later generations. This was enough to reassure Shu Jing, no matter what, he will just give it a try first.


 According to the book, one’s body must be injured in order to train this technique. If the body is completely unharmed, it will always fail. Shu Jing was still determined to try it out. Luckily, his legs were still wounded.


 Next Shu Jing began to train following the Chaotic Tail Escape Technique manual. First, he must gather all his Star Energy and use it to attack his injuries. Being wounded is the most major requirement of this move, and once he had gathered all his power at the right place, he must then force it to ravage his body from inside and out. The Star Energy in his body began to sharpen as they head towards his leg and attacking it ceaselessly, causing him to experience unimaginable pain.


 “Goddamn, it hurts!”


 Shu Jing’s eyes widened. He gasped and swallowed a mouthful of cold air.
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 Around them, the foliage was flourishing. The flora were as vibrant as royal embroideries. The mountain spring gave way to a shallow stream that cascades through the mountain. Within distance, a waterfall torrented downwards, exuding a fine layer of mist. The mountains and lakes gave off an incomparably quiet and peaceful ambience.


 Even though Shu Jing had grown familiar with Liangshan Continent’s poetic scenery within the past month, this sight still compelled him to pause and observe for awhile.


 “Young Master, are you going stupid just from the view?” Song Lu lightly teased.


 Shu Jing shrugged.


 As they walked along the small path, it wasn’t long until they encountered the sight of a large mountain, underneath of which stood four people deep in discussion.


 As they neared the group, Shu Jing gradually began to make out their conversations.


 “Motherfucker, what a waste of a trip. What kind of doggone Soul Technique can there be at that trash ruin?”


 “I already warned you earlier not to buy into these things. This is something that appears only once every few hundred years. How could you be the one to solve it?”


 “Damnit!”


 Seeing Shu Jing’s group, the four people shared a look with each other and stopped talking. Shu Jing began evaluating all of them at once. Three men and a woman, with the lowest cultivation at Stardust Middle Stage. Among them, the Daoist monk holding the horsetail whisk seemed to have the greatest cultivation. He had most likely entered the peak of Stardust Late Stage.


 The Daoist monk eyes’ brightened when he caught the sight of Lin Yingmei. The sentiment behind his gaze was an unpleasant one.


 “Are you guys also here to explore?” Song Lu asked in a friendly manner.


 Seeing that there was not even a trace of cultivation within Song Lu’s body, the monk only gave her a quick glance before his eyes focused on Lin Yingmei and Shu Jing.


 “Friends, did you come here after hearing about the Mountain Lake legacy?”, the Daoist monk smiled and asked.


 Friends?


 Being called as such caught Shu Jing off guard. He laughed in reply, “We were just passing by, and conveniently decided to visit here.”


 “To Stardust cultivators like us, these kinds of lesser legacies really are quite important. Unfortunately, I think you will also be disappointed.” The monk seemed regretful.


 “Hearing that this Mountain Lake legacy had a 500 years long history, I’m not too hopeful either.” Shu Jing vaguely replied.


 “Friend, that is a good attitude to have.” The monk stroked his beard and said.


 Shu Jing also didn’t feel like wasting his breath on them. These three people were looking at Lin Yingmei with distasteful gazes; their hearts full of hatred and envy for Shu Jing.


 Lin Yingmei’s expression remained ice cold. Even now, she hadn’t even spared them a single glance.


 “I’ll go ahead to take a look.”


 Shu Jing lightly traded a look with Lin Yingmei before walking forwards.
𝒇𝒓𝙚𝒆𝔀𝓮𝓫𝒏𝓸𝙫𝓮𝓵.𝓬𝙤𝙢

 The three other cultivators briefly glanced at each other before parting ways and allowing him to pass through.


 Shu Jing smiled at them, then took Song Lu and Lin Yingmei to head inside the mountain, seemingly heading for the entrance of the legacy.


 Waiting until Shu Jing walked off into the distance, the three male cultivators then brought out their weapons; intending to head back inside the ruins of the legacy.


 “Everybody, do not act rashly.” The Daoist monk casually spoke, causing the other three cultivators to pause.


 “Xun Tian Daoist, what do you mean by that?” The female cultivator turned around, her expression dissatisfied.


 “Isn’t this the best time to kill them?” The man with a shiny bald gripped his hammer and spoke while laughing maliciously.


 “Just a Stardust Early Stage cultivator. I alone am enough to take care of them.” The last male nonchalantly added.


 Xun Tian Daoist shook his head. He slightly waved the whisk and smiled, “Did you not notice the girl beside him?”


 “It’s just a Star Knight, that’s all!” The man sneered, his eyes flashed a look of jealousy.


 “I want to kill them precisely because she’s a Star Knight. Who doesn’t know that killing a Star Knight would improve your cultivation progress immensely? It might even allow them to directly enter Liangshan Maiden Mountain.” The only female cultivator said with a shrill tone.


 Xun Tian Daoist spoke, “I’m afraid that girl is no ordinary Star Knight.”


 “What do we have to fear? Just look at that Star Master. His strength is completely ordinary. That Star Knight couldn’t be anyone that powerful.”


 “If it was only an uncontracted Star Knight then perhaps, but just look at that Star Maiden who would even bond with that crippled young man… Ha ha, there is nothing to fear, even if it was Linchong we would be able to handle it!”


 “Could it be that Xun Tian Daoist is actually scared? It’s truly a fortune that we encounter such a useless Star Master and Star Knight. I really don’t want to make this trip a complete waste.”


 The cultivators firmly decided to pursue the Star Knight to gain her Star Energy.


 Xun Tian Daoist slowly spoke, “Why don’t we wait for a little while more. Legends says that all legacies were created for Star Knights, perhaps they are able to solve the mystery of this place.”


 The other three thought for awhile and nodded in agreement. No matter what, even if that Star Master with a broken leg wanted to run, he would not be able to escape. Killing a Stardust Early Stage cultivator was truly too easy. Thinking up to here, they headed back inside the ruins of the legacy.


 “Yingmei, seems like our identities have been discovered.” Shu Jing whispered to Lin Yingmei.


 The Majestic Star’s face remained unchanged as she harrumphed in acknowledgement. Seems like she had already anticipated such a situation to happen, “Only a few stinky ants, there’s no need to worry.”


 Hearing Lin Yingmei, Shu Jing only laughed and said no more; his eyes once again focused on the ruins of the legacy.


 Scenes of mountains and lakes decorated the walls of the hallway, but due to the passage of time as well as destruction by humans, the mural was damaged. One could still faintly make out the mountain, pagoda, waterfall, trees and other greeneries.


 Seeing mountains as mountains, lakes as lakes.


 Look at mountains not as mountains, lakes not as lakes.


 He wondered about the mystery behind this mural and the clue.


 Because Shu Jing had previously solved the Relic Blade legacy’s puzzle from observation alone, Lin Yingmei felt a rare sense of anticipation within her heart. In her mind, she completely ignored this legacy and solely concentrated on Shu Jing as he searched for clues.


 While looking around, Shu Jing suddenly frowned. He stopped in his tracks and calmly spoke, “What do you people need?”


 Lin Yingmei and Song Lu turned around to look.


 The group they had met outside the ruins of the legacy had all stepped out from the shadows. Apart from the Daoist, they all exuded an aura of contempt towards Shu Jing. The Daoist then stepped forward and laughed, “It seems like you have been injured, friend. I know some healing arts that may be able to help you.”


 “No need.” Shu Jing straightforwardly rejected his offer, surprising Xun Tian.


 Even though he didn’t actually want to actually help Shu Jing, being rejected suddenly still caught him off guard.


 “It’s only a minor wound, there’s no reason to trouble yourself, Daoist.” Shu Jing explained.


 “This one is called Xun Tian Daoist, I wonder, what should I call you two friends?”


 “I’m Shu Jing, this is Lin Yingmei, and that is Song Lu.” Shu Jing introduced his group in order.


 Knowing that there was a Song Clan village nearby, these cultivators once again ignored Song Lu. They fixated their gazes on Lin Yingmei.


 Xun Tian used this opportunity and excitedly spoke with Shu Jing. He was pretending to be considerate while attempting to bring up the subject of how Shu Jing had gotten injured.


 Shu Jing could tell that he was only trying to figure out his background. In the military, he had already been through the “Interrogation and anti-interrogation’ training, and the tricks these people attempted to use in front of him was truly laughable. Shu Jing used this chance to turn their ploy against them. While avoiding to disclose any sensitive information, he began to ask them about themselves.


 After speaking for some time, Xun Tian Daoist finally noticed something was off. His face changed as he laughed out loud, “I heard that the expert had left behind a mysterious riddle about this place, and solving it would lead to the solution of this Mountain Lake riddle. We should carefully look around here once more, and perhaps we might find some useful clues.”


 “Good idea.” Shu Jing answered casually. In reality, his mind was fixated on the legacy the entire time.


 The longer Shu Jing observed the design of this Mountain Lake legacy, the more intrigued he was.
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 The Mountain Lake legacy had quite an interesting design. The walls were decorated with painted murals and carvings, vaguely hinting at a glorious past. At the end of a long hallway, there was a square room. The room had been stripped clean of valuables. The only things left were the illustrations of mountains and lakes on its walls.


 There was, however, a single lengthy block of stone lying still within the room.


 The stone was of the common kind found at waterfalls. On it, a saying was carved.


 “See mountains as mountains, lakes as lakes;


 look at mountains not as mountains, lakes not as lakes.


 Discern that the mountains are still mountains, and lakes are still lakes.”


 “This seems to be in a strangely shabby state.” Shu Jing spoke. After lingering in the room for some time, he began to stare at the mural that was about to crumble at a moment’s notice.


 “Friend, I heard that previously there were many cultivators who failed to solve the riddle of this legacy. They had turned this place upside down, not sparing even a small pebble, but they still failed to find the Soul Technique the expert had left behind.” Xun Tian smiled and explained.


 “If they damaged the room to this extent and still found nothing, the Soul Technique must have been found by the first person. That person must have pretended that nothing happened, leading all the others to waste their time.” Shu Jing casually said.


 Xun Tian Daoist nodded, “That’s definitely a possibility!”


 “But aren’t there some hidden traps or formations here?” Shu Jing clearly remembered that the Lesser Relic Blade he was at had hidden Spirit Engulfing Flood Dragons inside the Astral Gemstone. With that kind of trap, whoever entered would encounter some difficulty. But at a glance, this Mountain Lake legacy really seemed to be a forgotten ruin, completely broken and dilapidated. These decaying remnants caused Shu Jing to recall a saying: All beauty withers, all pretension fades.


 “Perhaps there used to be one, but it must have already been destroyed.” Xun Tian Daoist replied.


 “Oh, I wonder if Daoist could reveal the meaning behind this saying?” Shu Jing asked.


 “Embarrassingly, my advancement in cultivation is too little, and I am still not enlightened about this matter.”


 “Daoist!” One of the male cultivators couldn’t help but shout out a reminder when he saw Xun Tian Daoist and Shu Jing standing around exchanging pleasantries.


 Xun Tian Daoist apologized and then turned and walked off. The group of people then suppressed their voice to a low whisper, so Shu Jing failed to hear whatever else they were talking about.


 Shu Jing’s eyes return to the mountains and lakes on the walls of this room.


 “Young Master, have you figured out the meaning of the saying?” Song Lu saw Shu Jing’s contemplating expression and asked curiously.


 “This place definitely has a strong connection with that mountain and lake saying, but unfortunately it has been destroyed to the point of being almost unrecognisable. After all these years, even if there was originally some clue, it’s probably already gone. Wanting to figure it out is harder than climbing into the sky.” Shu Jing replied dejectedly.


 Song Lu seemed somewhat disappointed.


 Seeing her disappointment, Shu Jing chuckle quietly chuckle in his heart. He casually asked, “Song Lu, do you know the total number of sayings that are connected to this place?


 “I heard there were 17.”


 “That many?” Lin Yingmei asked in surprise.


 “Very many. To my knowledge, some people have even found up to thirty kinds of mountain and lake sayings connected to this place.” Song Lu shook her head.


 Shu Jing nodded, returning his attention to the mural.


 Everyone who entered the legacy looked at the Mountain Lake mural in order to find clues. However, Shu Jing was only briefly interested in it. He gave it a quick look over before moving onto other areas, his demeanor carefree. At a glance, one can tell that he was not really paying much attention.


 “Daoist?” The female cultivator’s eyes were as cold as ice.


 Xun Tian Daoist raised his arm, signalling for them to not be too impatient.


 He began to put up a front of searching for clues in the legacy. When the others saw the most powerful cultivator there, the Daoist, not saying anything, their faces could only darken and they stayed quiet.


 A while later, Shu Jing smacked his lips in an exaggerated yawn.


 “Ying Mei, let us go, there’s nothing here to see.” Shu Jing turned around and left.


 Xun Tian Daoist greeted them, “Friend, have you finished viewing this place? Did you find anything interesting?”


 “It has been here for hundred of years, yet no one has found anything. What could I and my little bit of deductive power do?” Shu Jing laughed and said. His outward appearance was that of someone who had really lost all interest in this legacy.


 “Then I really don’t have any method either.” The Daoist spoke regretfully.


 “In that case, let us depart.”


 Shu Jing brought Lin Yingmei and Song Lu to leave.


 Xun Tian’s smile turned malicious, and he glanced at the other eyes of the other three people. They immediately followed his train of thought, revealing fierce expressions.


 “Let’s go!”


 The four of them acted at the same time.


 Four small steel knives flew directly towards Shu Jing’s back with no hesitation.


 Sounds of metal colliding rang out.


 The small knives were deflected by a single flash of blue light.


 Lin Yingmei who was on guard this entire time casually turned around. Without even lifting her arm, she had resolved all their attacks.


 “Friends, what are you trying to do?” Shu Jing smiled icily.


 Seeing Lin Yingmei easily deflecting their attacks, their faces became temporarily stunned. Only when they remembered that they all had the advantage of higher cultivation level did they calmed down.


 “We just want to be enlightened by a Star Master. Isn’t it dangerous to walk around with your Star Knight in the open?” Xun Tian Daoist made some small talk.


 “Ah, Star Knight? What are you guys talking about?” Song Lu was startled.


 Shu Jing looked at her for a while, then turned his unchanging expression towards the cultivators. “What do you mean?”


 “Daoist, why are you wasting words with this useless cultivator? Let’s directly kill him.” The impatient bald cultivator threw out a hammer that was radiating intense killing intent, causing the air to turn numb.


 His Stardust Middle Stage cultivation was also no longer contained. He was really planning to kill in one move.


 Although he was in a narrow space without room to retreat, Shu Jing remained calm as the weapon flew toward his forehead. It even almost seemed like he was ignoring it.


 A sharp metallic colliding sound rang out inside the quiet legacy, a noise that was piercing to the ears.


 A silver spear stopped the large hammer in its tracks. There was a flash of light, and a person appeared between the hammer and Shu Jing, her hair long and flowing, her bright aura chilling to the bone.


 It was, of course, Lin Yingmei and her serpent spear.


 “I knew it, you are a Star Knight!” The nervous cultivator shouted.


 “Watch as I turn you into minced meat.” The large man laughed, all his strength concentrating on the hammer. The pressure he gave off was like that of a mountain.


 Yingmei grunted in disdain and spun the spear counter clockwise. A cold light slashed out as if it was a god of death.


 At that moment, the hammer was suddenly split in half.


 The large man’s smile was immediately replaced by a stunned look. A sort of fear penetrated deep into his soul, and he scrambled to think of a way to retaliate. But a cold chill had already made its way into his heart, causing it to feel like it had frozen stiff, and completely stopped him from making any movement.


 There was almost no one there who could tell how this happened.


 Lin Yingmei gently pulled out her spear. Quietly, the spear tip that pierced directly through the large man’s heart showed itself.


 The cultivators shook in fear.


 “Watch out, she’s a Combat Star Knight!”


 Xun Tian Daoist was paying attention. At a glance he could tell Lin Yingmei was extraordinary. He immediately dashed out, releasing the aura of a late stage cultivator with the power of a Stardust Late Stage Technique assisting him. The aura surrounded the narrow legacy walls.


 The two other cultivators also unleashed their strength. A small knife and sword followed the wind and flew towards Shu Jing. They also understood that to deal with a Star Knight, killing their Star Master was the easiest method.


 Lin Yingmei smiled coldly. She jumped lightly, her Arctic Star Serpent Spear breaking apart their overwhelming weapons with ease. Seeing their weapons being destroyed so quickly, the cultivators’ faces grew even more frightened. They now realised that the Star Knight in front of them was no ordinary Stardust Early Stage cultivator.


 “Want to harm my master? None of you have the qualification!”


 Lin Yingmei coldly asserted.
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 “Lin Chong… she’s the Panther Head Lin Chong!” Recognising the Arctic Star Serpent Spear, Xun Tian Daoist shouted out fearfully.


 “Impossible, why would Lin Chong sign a Star Duel Covenant contract?” The two remaining cultivators shook in fear. Even the face of the female cultivator who previously bragged that she could take on even Lin Chong was now deathly pale.


 “Don’t panic, let’s kill her Master immediately!” Xun Tian Daoist called out. He was once again the first to regain his composure. His whisk continuously spun, causing several white silk threads to rise, turning into serpents.


 “Northern Dipper Heavenly Stars, Immeasurable Earthen Towers, rise!” Xun Tian mumbles, his whisk suddenly coming to life, causing thousands of white silk threads in the shape of serpents to form a massive whirlpool. From inside the whirlpool, countless serpents emerge, their power utterly terrifying.


 Seeing that, his two companions also pulled out their trump cards without hesitation. A turquoise bracelet flew out from the female cultivator’s wrist. It quickly expanded in size by a dozen-fold, releasing a bright green aura as it flew directly towards Shu Jing. The man also took out a small metal spear blade. The tiny three-inch blade shot out from his palm, following the wind and expanding its size to that of a large metal spear. Even though they were only low-levelled Artifacts, the weapons have been infused with all of their remaining power and had an immense pressure.


 “Yingmei, be a little careful!” Shu Jing reminded her.


 Yingmei’s lips slightly curved into a cocky smile. Her spear flickered. Chilling beams of cold light radiated as she thrusted forward with her spear, each beam of light releasing a suction pressure towards the Artifacts.


 The spear danced like a flower in the wind.


 The turquoise bracelet resounded with a crack as the spear shatters it into fragments. The extremely fast blade next to it seemed like it was going to be able to dodge Yingmei’s attack, but her spear suddenly vibrated, and in the next moment the blade was cut into two by the cold blue spear light.


 The two cultivators panicked, even though they knew about the Majestic Star and her indomitable strength that was among the most powerful in the entire world, her impenetrable attacks were beyond their expectation. What’s more, right now she was being limited by the Star Duel Covenant as a contracted star. In theory, she was far from her peak strength. With fear clouding their mind, the only thought they were capable of thinking of was fleeing.


 “Friends, please stay!” Xun Tian Daoist called out loudly.


 A haunting scream echoed.


 The female cultivator who turned around to run revealed a fatal weak point, and Yingmei took advantage of that without hesitation. Her spear shot through her chest cleanly. When the male cultivator heard the scream, he also turned to flee, but Yingmei’s second attack was already upon him. Before his eyes could make out the attack, his neck suddenly felt cold, and a sharp blade directly penetrated his throat, taking his life.


 Fresh blood streamed out from his mouth. The male cultivator’s eyes widened, as if he couldn’t believe that he would die like this.


 Xun Tian Daoist wore an extremely ugly expression. He never thought Star Knights were that powerful. Just a quick confrontation had already cost his three companions their lives. He abandoned all hesitation and unleashed the full limit of his Late Stage Stardust power. The whisk in his hand turned into countless silk serpents, completely surrounding the area.


 Song Lu was so scared she scrambled to hide behind Shu Jing.


 Yingmei pulled out the Arctic Star Serpent Spear and slashed at the serpents.


 The white silk immediately wrapped around her weapon. No matter how she maneuvered, the spear still wouldn’t move an inch. Suddenly realising that his move had worked, the old Daoist grinned: “My Dragon Binding Whisk is a Nebula Stage Artifact, even if you are the Majestic Star, it’s still enough to finish you off!” “Thousand Threads Myriad Silk Binding Technique, go!” The silk followed his commands and spun madly, as if they were all serpents leaving shore, their aura terrifying to behold.


 In the blink of an eye, the room was surrounded in white silk.


 Yingmei’s Arctic Star Serpent Spear was completely wrapped up. The enemy was both a Late Stage Stardust cultivator and was in possession of a Nebula Artifact, even the Panther Head could only retreat back to her Master’s side. “Young Master, let’s leave!”


 “Right now, it’s my turn to protect you.” Shu Jing stared at the overwhelming Silk Serpent with abnormally calm eyes.


 Xun Tian Daoist smiled coldly: “Even though you are such a useless Star Master, you still dare to speak such arrogant words? Today this Daoist will teach you the meaning of regret!” The Daoist hurriedly mumbled his chant, causing the silk threads on his whisk to grow thicker and thicker. The Arctic Star Serpent Spear that was swallowed inside the whisk released a sharp bright light, seeming like it had been weakened by the silk threads.


 Shu Jing’s eyebrows perked. His pace forward quickened.


 Suddenly, his body disappeared, as if it was made from nothing but mist.


 Xun Tian Daoist was shocked still in place.


 What kind of movement technique is this??


 Even though he couldn’t sense the activation of any movement technique, Shu Jing still disappeared right in front of his eyes.


 Xun Tian Daoist quickly chanted inwardly.


 At that exact moment, a chilling killing intent appeared from behind.


 Not good!


 Xun Tian was terrified. From the corner of his eye, he could see Shu Jing appearing from behind, in his hand a silver Artifact. Even though Xun Tian Daoist’s Thousand Threads Myriad Silk Binding Technique was extremely formidable, there was a crucial weakness when used in this cramped space. While the technique could push the enemy to their death from the front, it left his back completely defenseless.


 Even a child could stab him to death from behind right now.


 Of course, no matter what, Xun Tian Daoist was a Late Stage Stardust cultivator, so he would not fumble just because of such a move. Once he sensed Shu Jing’s strange appearance, the Daoist quickly formed a seal with his left hand.


 Shu Jing lifted up the Silver Blade in his right hand.


 “Bang!”


 Dead on!


 Silver light flashed by, heading directly for Xun Tian Daoist right between his eyes. Sounds of the bullet passing through his skull resounded.


 The Daoist’s jaws was stuck open, his eyes in disbelief about his own demise. It’s hard to criticise him, Liangshan Continent’s so-called Stardust Artifacts were the lowest of the low in power. Perhaps by infusing them with Star Energy their power would increase somewhat, with some at best able to control their size.


 These kind of weapons would look impressive, but facing a real Artifact they would be almost useless. For example, Yingmei’s personal Arctic Star Serpent Spear could easily cut these apart.


 From the perspective of Xun Tian Daoist, Shu Jing’s Artifact was completely out of the ordinary. Only a loud sound was produced, then a silver light carrying Star Energy with it would shoot out. The speed of the silver light was abnormally fast. In a moment it was already in front of his eyes. This kind of speed, even Nebula Stage Artifacts would not be able to achieve it.


 Xun Tian did not shame his title of being a Late Stage cultivator. Even after he was shot, he still refused to fall down. He screamed out, his limbs moved, waving the whisk up temporarily, shooting out silk threads.


 Bang!


 As Xun Tian Daoist was retaliating, another bullet shot through his brain.


 It was not possible to clearly detect the speed of such a weapon, and the silk whisk was completely incapable of stopping it.


 “I, am, not… satisfied!”


 Xun Tian Daoist screams out in tears, his eyeballs bulging. He died with his eyes wide opened.


 The moment he died, the stream of energy connected to the silk whisk was terminated, and it promptly fell to the ground. The overwhelming pressure emitted by the Serpent dissipated as it retreated back inside the whisk, transforming into a seemingly normal object.


 Shu Jing kissed Silver Blade lightly. He lowered his gun and went toward the Daoist’s body.


 Yingmei breathed out softly when she saw that. She picked up the Arctic Star Serpent Spear and also approached the body. Song Lu however remained stunned in place. She was not able to see what happened due to the silk threads blocking the view of whatever happened behind the Daoist. There was only a strange loud sound, then the Daoist had fallen.


 Looking at Shu Jing the fear in her eyes disappeared in a flash. Her clear eyes flickered and a strange smile appeared on her face. It was impossible to tell what she was thinking.
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 These four cultivators are really quite stingy, there wasn’t even a single Astral Bag on their bodies! This disappointed Shu Jing greatly.


 Shu Jing did not have any interest in their various offensive weapons, nor did he care about the decorative jewellery on their bodies. At last, it seems like only Xun Tian Daoist possessed any wealth.


 A Nebula stage Artifact “Dragon Binding Whisk”, some valuable Blood Stones, a bottle of “Qi Restoration Liquid”, a bottle of “All Grains Pills” and two pieces of “Clear Wind Talismans”, of which he had no idea how to make use of. Aside from that, there was also a compass, an introductory book on Legacies and an ancient map.


 Opening up the ancient map, they found out a little information on Legacies.


 There were several places circled on the map, as if to indicate they have already been explored. It seems like they were relying on this map to hunt for treasures.


 “Even though Young Master failed to solve the Mountain Lake riddle, this wasn’t a wasted trip. This daoist priest is really quite considerate!” Lin Yingmei looked at the daoist who had died without closing his eyes and smiled chillingly. In her hand, the Arctic Star Serpent Spear that had its energy absorbed by the Thousand Threads Myriad Silk Binding Technique was glowing dim and pale.


 Perhaps this was the reason behind the Majestic Star’s simmering anger.


 “This Mountain Lake riddle isn’t actually that complicated.” Shu Jing smiled mysteriously.


 The two girls seemed dumbfounded.


 “Could it be that Young Master had successfully understood the meaning behind the riddle?” Lin Yingmei asked skeptically.


 Song Lu also asked in alarm: “Young Master, are you joking around? You yourself said that you won’t be able to solve the problem that have taken others hundreds of years in the span of a few cups of tea.”


 “It’s only a guess.” Shu Jing said while immediately heading out of the Legacy, “I don’t dare to claim to be sure yet. It’s so stuffy in here, let’s go outside for a bit.”


 …


 The Mountain Lake Valley was refreshing and relaxing, in contrast to the heavy ominous pressure inside the Legacy.


 Shu Jing casually strolled through the quiet scenery, his expression serene.


 The two girls followed behind him, confused. If Shu Jing really did figure out the riddle, he should be rushing off to grab the legendary top-tiered Soul Technique instead of nonchalantly walking like this.


 After circling the valley several times, Shu Jing finally went towards a waterfall. He drank a mouthful of clear water and sat down on a nearby rock and began to quietly enjoy the relaxing sound of falling water.


 “Young Master, in the end, what are you trying to do?” Song Lu stared at him incredulously.


 Looking at the surrounding scenery, Shu Jing avoided her question. “Song Lu, let me ask you something.”


 “Young Master, go ahead.” Song Lu’s seductive eyes were breathtaking as they focused towards Shu Jing.


 Shu Jing however remained calm as he asked: “You said that this Mountain Lake Valley was named after the Legacy, so I just want to ask, was the Legacy named by that great monk himself?”


 “I’m not too sure myself, but I did hear that after the Legacy was completely constructed, Song Clan Village suddenly heard the ringing of bells and drums that resonated a message in all of their minds, claiming that from then on the name of this place shall be Mountain Lake, and that’s where it got its name from.” Song Lu thought for a little while, then suddenly asked curiously: “Young Master, how did you know?”


 “If that’s so, it seems like we have some hope.” Shu Jing laughed out loud and took off his outer coat, leaving only the undergarment on.


 “Young Master, be careful of your injuries!” Even though Lin Yingmei seemed uncaring on the outside, her eyes couldn’t help but peek at the nearly naked Shu Jing.


 On the contrary, Song Lu revealed a sensual smile: “Young Master, you want us to join you in a mixed bathing session?”


 “You guys wait here.” Shu Jing spoke, then turned around and jumped into the lake.


 In but a moment, Song Lu immediately saw his body appearing behind the waterfall. Before she could figure out what to think, Shu Jing suddenly flew high up onto the side of the waterfall cave walls, then using the surrounding, he made his way towards a tree branch.


 Lin Yingmei couldn’t help but glance at him questioningly.


 “What is Young Master up to?” Song Lu was still confused.


 “The Young Master must have his own plans.” Lin Yingmei replied reservedly.


 “Ah, could it be that he really did solve the riddle?” Song Lu’s voice was still laced in doubt.


 Lin Yingmei’s expression shifted slightly, her eyes looking towards Shu Jing full of hope.


 Song Lu however remained skeptical.


 After some time, Shu Jing jumped down from atop the tree and began inspecting the ground underneath the water surface. Ten minutes later, there was suddenly an excited cheer coming from Shu Jing’s location.


 “Found it!”


 Shu Jing made his way back to the lakeshore and put his clothes back on. After spending so much time, he finally managed to find what he wanted inside the water: A strange-shaped rock.


 “What does that have to do with the riddle?” Song Lu stared, her eyes questioning.


 “Follow me.”


 Shu Jing followed the shore towards the waterfall, this time with Lin Yingmei and Song Lu behind him.


 Behind the waterfall, there were only the cave walls and nothing else.


 “This is…” Lin Yingmei called out in a startled tone.


 The Majestic Star really did have exceptional eyesight. With a glance, she was able to detect that there was a strange indent on the wall of the cave. If this was a normal situation, it wouldn’t really be anything special since strange shaped dents form in nature all the time. However, the peculiar thing was the dent had the same shape as the rock Shu Jing had retrieved from inside the river.


 Shu Jing held the rock and jumped towards the indent and connected the two together. At that moment, there was a loud rumbling that echoed across the cave, and a huge hole suddenly opened up from the mountain side, shocking everyone standing there.


 “Ah, there was such a contraption behind the waterfall!” Song Lu covered her mouth and looked at Shu Jing with reverence.


 But that wasn’t all that was shocking about this situation. Stepping inside, they discovered a complex network of secret halls along with a massive sentence carved into the walls.


 It was clearly the same familiar Mountain and Lake saying, but this time underneath it laid a small new sentence, “Congratulation on solving the riddle — Ming Jing!”


 Right beneath the sentence there was a chest.


 “Could it be!!!”


 Lin Yingmei’s body shivered in excitement.


 “Un, this is definitely the Technique left behind the great monk.” Shu Jing breathed out softly.


 “Impossible, shouldn’t it be inside the Legacy?” Song Lu said in panic, “Why is it here?”


 “Misdirection.” Shu Jing smiled.


 “What?”


 Song Lu could not decipher what he meant.


 “What was your initial solution when you first heard the riddle?” Shu Jing asked her.


 “Of course it meant that it was connected to the Mountain Lake Legacy.” Song Lu replied. In reality, all those who wish to solve the Mountain Lake riddle would have thought about the exact same place to begin.


 “This was a deliberate misdirection.” Shu Jing explained: “Everybody was misled into thinking that the Mountain Lake Legacy was where the treasure resided, when in reality it was hidden right here!”


 “But how did Young Master figure this out?” Song Lu frowned. Liangshan Continent’s Star Cultivators have had hundreds of years to figure this out, yet Shu Jing only required the time it took to make a few cups of tea.


 This was almost too exaggerated.


 “Based on the hidden intent.” Shu Jing smiled and replied. The Mountain Lake Legacy, its painting, carvings and writings are about mountains and lakes, even artificial mountains and lakes were built here, combining with everything else, Song Lu estimates that there was nearly twenty possible things that was connected to the riddle.


 While other cultivators were wasting thinking about the connections between all of these things, Shu Jing immediately thought about how suspicious it was that all the Mountain Lakes imageries were so overtly obvious, as if they were designed to attract all the attention to themselves.


 If he intentionally wanted to attract the attention of people towards a particular place, there could only be one reason: he wanted to hide the real location.


 Shu Jing was not unfamiliar with this concept. The arts of war famously had Feint from the East and Attack from the West, even modern Air Force military use the concept of bait in warfare. Seeing the ruins inside the legacy and hearing about the countless people that have turned the place upside down searching it reinforced to him that the Legacy itself was simply a distraction. That’s why he had quickly lost interest after briefly looking through the Legacy.


 “Young Master, how did you find out about the actual location?” Lin Yingmei did her best to reign in her turbulent emotions and asked. They were currently inside a waterfall hidden extremely well, there was also an invisible force hiding it from Divine Soul searches. People from the outside would definitely not be able to find this place.


 “Of course thanks to the riddle.” Shu Jing answered: “See mountains as mountains, lakes as lakes, meaning not the Mountain Lake Legacy but the actual surrounding mountains and lakes. Hence, mountains truly as mountains, lakes truly as lakes.”


 “Then what does the line “look at mountains not as mountains, lakes not as lakes” means?”


 “Reflections!”


 Shu Jing smiled.


 Both Lin Yingmei and Song Lu widened their eyes.


 “The Legacy will be nearby a waterfall, and based on the reflection of the lake, the answer will lie under water. The key itself will clearly still be difficult to find.”


 Shu Jing gently explained it like it was an extremely simple matter. When they finished listening, Lin Yingmei who was always aloof and proud could maintain her composure, but Song Lu couldn’t help but shout excitedly.


 “Young Master, you are too awesome, for the past hundreds of years no one in Liangshan Continent has managed to solve this riddle, but you already figured it out in a few hours. Isn’t that right, Yingmei?” Song Lu exclaims.


 Lin Yingmei nodded.


 “The architect of this entire riddle is the real formidable one here.” Shu Jing grinned, in contrast from the Relic Blade puzzle, this Mountain Lake Legacy contained no overwhelming ambush nor scary traps. Instead it was from beginning to end a psychological trick that played around with countless cultivator’s mind.


 Indeed worthy of the title of Great Monk!


 “Young Master, you are making this maiden dying to gift you her body in admiration.” Song Lu said shyly.


 Shu Jing rolled his eye: “Let us see what the Great Monk had actually left behind for us first, and why it was hidden so carefully that it had made fools of all the cultivators for so long.”


 “Good idea.” Even Lin Yingmei seemed to be anxious.


 They looked at the surrounding, but aside from the chest there were no other items.


 Shu Jing breathed in deeply, and observed the chest.


 There was no locks nor secret mechanism on the chest, and one could simply push it opened easily.


 Looking inside, both Lin Yingmei and Song Lu both stared at the chest in stunned silence.


 Shu Jing spat out a curse toward the lying deceitful old man who was behind this.


 Inside, there was nothing!


 “But how could this be?” Lin Yingmei suspiciously held up the lid and quickly used her Divine Soul to search the chest.


 There was nothing that seemed out of the ordinary.


 “I never would have thought that the riddle was a sham in the end.” The Majestic Star spoke out angrily, frauds have always been the kind of people she hated the most.


 Shu Jing carefully inspected the inside, but alas there was nothing he could collect. He could only shake his head in vain.


 “Either somebody had already made it here before us, or we are simply the latest people to be fooled by this.”


 “Could it be that aside from Young Master, somebody else also figured out the riddle?” Lin Yingmei asked coldly.


 “It can’t be, if it was really solved, the key wouldn’t have remained inside the lake.” Song Lu hesitated.


 “Forget it, if it’s simply not part our fate, then there’s nothing we can do even if we want to. Let us go.” Shu Jing calmly recollect himself from the mental blow, then turned around and walked away.


 No anger nor regret, as if none of it happened.


 His indifference caused both Lin Yingmei and Song Lu to feel moved.
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 “Tomorrow we shall…”


 “Master, can you please hear me out?” Lin Yingmei reached out to interrupt him, her words carrying with it a hint of desperation.


 Shu Jing nodded, indicating for her to continue.


 “Can this servant go and resolve this matter by herself?” Lin Yingmei asked.


 “Are you afraid that I will get in your way?” Shu Jing smiled. He lowered his voice: “For better or worse, I have already reached Stardust Middle Stage.”


 Lin Yingmei shook her head: “If what Song Lu said was true, this Gou Zi must have quite a few star cultivators working under him. Master, your strength has only just begun to grow, and while this Linchong believes that you will one day be able to surpass this servant, right now I wish to do this myself!”


 “No, it is equally dangerous for either of us to go!” Shu Jing shook his head. Even though Lin Yingmei’s words made sense, it wasn’t something his heart could peacefully agree to. “How about this, let us both go. When we are at the fortress, you may go and act on your own, but it depends on the situation.”


 Lin Yingmei fell deep into thought. In the end, it seems like it could only be like that. Right now, her Master did not seem to be afraid of the thing called danger.


 The next day, Shu Jing and Lin Yingmei said goodbye to Song Lu before departing for the Grand Border Fortress.


 Even though Thousand Mount Kingdom was only a small kingdom in the Liangshan Continent, the Grand Border Fortress still had an impressive aura. The walls of the fortress were 15 metres high and 10 kilometres long. A watch tower was stationed every 150 metres, and about half the distance between each watchtower was the effective range of the arrows. It was easily capable of killing any approaching enemies. Even though he had been in Liangshan Continent for some time, this was the first time Shu Jing had came in contact with one of this world’s cities.


 The Grand Border Fortress was several times larger than Song Clan Village. Its walls were white and adorned with green tiles, its barricade full of engravings, and its material made from jade. Buildings connected together on and on, with no shortage of people in colourful clothing coming and going, creating a bustling atmosphere in the air.


 After heading inside the Grand Border Fortress, Shu Jing suggested that they should first investigate the current situation before making any plans. Lin Yingmei did not object, so Shu Jing, who was in no mood to linger in the Fortress, headed directly towards the Crown Prince Palace.


 According to Song Lu’s information, this Prince Gou Zi has been commanding here for five years. Beneath him was the fifteen thousand strong garrison of soldiers of the Grand Border Fortress, as well as over a dozen star cultivators. Among them, the most noteworthy were the two guest elders.


 These two guest elders were not only Nebula Stage cultivators, they were also supported by two Nebula Artifacts. When it comes to Nebula Artifacts, Shu Jing had witnessed their impressiveness firsthand. At the Mountain Lake Legacy, Daoist Xun Tian had only needed a Nebula Dragon Tail Whisk to push them to the brink of death, injuring even Lin Yingmei’s Arctic Star Serpent Spear. If not for the Chaotic Tail Escape Technique, the outcome would have been much worse.


 These two elder’s Divine Intents were gigantic. They would be able to immediately sense any star energy fluctuations in the entirety of the Grand Border Fortress. Hence Shu Jing and Lin Yingmei could only hide their traces.


 After observing from the outside for some time, they could see a group of men on horseback returning back to the Palace.


 The man riding on a white horse had a face like jade, his clothing was regal and refined, his aura bright and clear, his face elated. Next to him was an older man wearing a robe with a wooden sword in his hands and a younger man wearing a large round hoop. Their attitude was in total contrast with the soldiers around them. These cultivators seemed somewhat out of place with their relaxed and arrogant attitude. Without needing to guess, these were most likely the two Elders Song Lu mentioned.


 “Congratulation Your Highness, if you really do become a Star Master, please don’t forget about this old man.”


 “Haha, I would be depending on the both of you even more then.” Crown Prince Gou Zi laughed out loud.


 “If I was not late in entering the star cultivator’s ranks, I may have had the chance to become a Star Master.” The seemingly younger man spoke regretfully.


 “Expert Wen He is a talented genius. Given time, maybe you could even enter the Annihilation Stage. At that point, what meaning would a mere Liangshan Star Knight have for you?” Gou Zi flattered.


 Even though it was just the third cultivation rank, the Galaxy Stage was already far out of his reach, but listening to the crown prince’s compliments still made the young man extremely happy. “Your Highness, please do not forget about supplying me with what I require either. I have been waiting for my “Five Restoration Fundamental Pellet” for a long time now.”


 “I would not dare to forget about that. I have already sent out several scoutmasters to search for it.”


 “That would be for the best.”


 The group headed inside the Palace.


 —


 “Soon, I will travel from place to place and start several fires. Wait until the Elders leave, then you head in and get to work. Understood?” Shu Jing carefully explained.


 Lin Yingmei nodded. She began to speak, but then paused, “But when the time comes, if Master can…”


 Why would Shu Jing not know what she had wanted to say? “ I know, once your identity is exposed, they will know you are a Star Knight and the Elders will definitely search for your contracted Master. No matter what, killing me is far easier than dealing with you. Don’t worry, I’m not someone unreasonable. At that time I will move far away from the Crown Prince Palace.”


 “Thank you, Master, for understanding!” Lin Yingmei pursed her lips.


 Shu Jing revealed a smile. As he was about to leave, he suddenly stopped and turned around: “Lin Yingmei, do you feel regret about our contract? If it was just you by yourself like before, it wouldn’t be this troublesome, would it?”


 “From now on, Linchong will never dare to regret it!” Lin Yingmei spoke seriously.


 “Remember to be careful.”


 “Master too,” Lin Yingmei reminded him.


 Looking at Lin Yingmei’s figure, Shu Jing couldn’t help but feel a strange reluctance. His instinct told him that things wouldn’t be as simple as it seemed right now. If his cultivation was higher, things wouldn’t need to be this troublesome. “This anxiousness must not be allowed.” Shu Jing mumbled. His body shook, and all traces of him disappeared from the spot.


 Lin Yingmei lurked near the Crown Prince Palace’s surroundings.


 Not long after, a thick layer of smoke began to rise up from a corner of the Grand Border Fortress. Lin Yingmei’s entire body tensed up in preparation. She knew that her Master had begun to take action. Soon, the fort was covered in black smoke. A man on horseback quickly reported to Gou Zi at the Palace, and within moments a trail of light immediately flew out. It seemed to be the younger cultivator of the two. As the smoke got thicker and more numerous, even the Palace was surrounded by the sounds of fire alarms and panic.


 A number of soldiers belonging to the Prince had since left the Palace, but ever since the younger Nebula cultivator had left, there was yet to be a glimpse of the older cultivator. This Crown Prince Gou Zi really did seem to be careful. Lin Yingmei knew she couldn’t afford to wait any longer. She immediately summoned the Arctic Star Serpent Spear and flew towards the Crown Prince’s Palace.


 “Assassin! Assassin!”


 The Palace servants began calling out when they spotted Lin Yingmei.


 Over a hundred soldiers dashed out with their blades, as if they had been prepared all along from all corners of the Palace.


 Lin Yingmei softly exclaimed before slashing downward with her spear. The Arctic Star Serpent Spear treated the soldiers as if they were mere grass, blowing them away without resistance . However, these soldiers were on a totally different level than those who had attacked Song Lu’s place. Even when realising that they were facing a Star Knight, none of them retreated but continued to risk their life fighting.


 Towards this bravery, Lin Yingmei returned to them the greatest of compliments — Death!


 The Arctic Star Serpent Spear made a breathtaking arc through the air, radiating light akin to electricity. As the fight went on, all the soldier’s weapons and armour proved incapable of handling just one of her attacks. In but moments, the courtyard was dyed red.


 “Fall back!!” A loud shout suddenly resounded.


 The silhouette of a powerful figure appeared, aiming an attack right at Lin Yingmei’s forehead. This powerful attack was capable of emptying lakes and moving the earth.


 Lin Yingmei’s glanced at him coldly.


 The Arctic Star Serpent Spear promptly stopped the attack in its track. It then followed Lin Yingmei’s momentum and flew up, causing a formidable spear light to shoot out, cutting an entire nearby pavilion in half. The figure’s face furrowed in shock and turned as pale as ashes.


 The powerful enemy retreated, blood streaming from their mouth.


 Lin Yingmei was just about to lift up her spear to continue attack when a sudden arrogant voice rang out from behind her: “Calling On The Ninth Heaven, Absolute Extinction Governing Lightning, Release!”


 Abruptly, a dark storm cloud appeared directly above Lin Yingmei’s head. One could only see that with the movement of the sword, the storm cloud became animated, splitting out a small patch of black cloud. A deafening thunder sounded out as a lightning bolt smashed towards the location where Lin Yingmei was standing.


 The entire courtyard was blown apart. Several soldiers who did not take cover in time lost their lives.


 After the powerful shock dissipated, the courtyard had turned into a mess.


 “How is it?” Gou Zi rushed out from the room and asked.


 The old Nebula Stage Cultivator’s expression was fierce. In his hand was the ancient sword and a talisman, and he kept up his guard without a tiny bit of negligence. On the other hand, the younger Elder was sweating bullets as he struggled to control his Nebula Artifact, the “Thunder Cry Sword”.
𝙛𝒓𝒆𝙚𝒘𝒆𝓫𝙣𝓸𝙫𝓮𝒍.𝒄𝒐𝓶

 The dust settled while a chilling cold breath befell them.


 Lin Yingmei appeared in front of everyone’s eyes. The lightning strike had clearly wounded her slightly.


 “You are the Majestic Star, Panther Head Linchong!!” Gou Zi was not scared. Instead, he seemed excessively excited.


 “It is I!”


 Lin Yingmei gripped her spear and stepped forward. Suddenly, a large circle of light appeared on the ground surrounding her. The circle array comprised of stars caused Lin Yingmei to feel that all her energy was being consumed and her body pressed down by a mountain, impossible to move.


 Lin Yingmei’s usually indifferent expression began to change.


 “What is this array?”


 “It is the Heavenly Cycle Northern Dipper Array, and it has been waiting just for you!!!”


 Gou Zi deliriously shouted.


 Oh no, it was a trap!


 Master is in danger!


 Lin Yingmei’s face turned pale.


 —


 Not good, Lin Yingmei is in danger!


 A strange dark cloud released a bright lighting strike that caused the entire Grand Border Fortress to shake in fear. Shu Jing who was fanning the flames looked at the distanced lightning, a powerful feeling of unease welling up in his heart.


 Without any hesitation, Shu Jing pulled out Silver Blade and headed towards the Crown Prince Palace.


 —


 Crown Prince Palace


 Those who were involved all stood around the Heavenly Cycle Northern Dipper Array. They stared in fear at the Star Knight who was currently struggling with all her might inside.


 “It really is the Majestic Star!!” The elder revealed a shocked expression.


 “Seems like he didn’t deceive me!!” Gou Zi tried his best to control his emotions. Linchong. Ah, you are Panther Head Linchong. Just thinking about being able to sign a contract with the legendary Majestic Star made him uncontrollably happy. This was definitely proof that he did not waste all the resources he used in the past year to make this Heavenly Cycle Northern Dipper Array. While this array specialised in restraining the Majestic Star may look impressive, it had its limitations. The contract must be relatively newly signed, also, the Star Master must not go near the Majestic Star in order for it to work effectively.


 When Star Knights and their Masters were separated, their connected power also weakened. This array was designed to take advantage of this exact phenomenon. If it was not able to absorb the Majestic Star’s source of power, this array would also be useless.


 “I never thought that it would actually be the famous impossible-to-contract Majestic Star.” The younger cultivator retrieved the Thunder Cry Sword while looking at Lin Yingmei with eyes full of doubt.


 “Elders, let us not celebrate too hastily. We must not let her Master come near the Palace, or the Majestic Star can use that chance to break the array, which will make things even more difficult.” Crown Prince Gou Zi saluted. “I beg the two elders to stop him.”


 “This is no problem. The Majestic Star has been restrained by this array, which means that her contracted master’s cultivation must not be higher than the Stardust Stage. Crushing him right now would be nothing, we also need to help the Crown Prince get rid of potential problems.”


 “You dare…” Lin Yingmei gnashed her teeth while trying to stand up. The array full of stars immediately circulated, causing all her efforts to go to naught.


 The two elders flew out from the Palace and began their search for Lin Yingmei’s Contracted Master.


 Gou Zi turned and looked towards Lin Yingmei with eyes filled with maniacal greed.
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 “Not a bad feeling, is it?” A sneering voice woke Gou Zi from his stupor. The cloaked person had appeared from since who knows when.


 Gou Zi’s expression flashed with some uncertainty, but was promptly replaced with a flattering smile. “This was all thanks to your help. If not for you, how could we have accomplished this so easily? However, to think that Lin Chong had already signed a Star Duel Covenant contract…”


 “Do not worry, I will help you annul the contract.” The other party said casually.


 “How would we do that?” Gou Zi asks in shock.


 “When Lin Chong is at her weakest and her master does not appear to interfere, the Star Duel Covenant will automatically annul itself.”


 Gou Zi was startled. He had heard that once two people have signed the contract, it would bind them more strongly than any shackles could, equally dividing all the joys and sorrows that comes with their bond. Once contracted, Star Knights must share with their Master a portion of their Star Energy, and at the same time Star Masters must also complete certain requirements. Things like abandoning their Star Knights who was in danger for whatever reason would cause the Covenant to annul itself.


 Of course, whether the Covenant’s judgement was based on the subjective betrayal of the Master or other objective measurement was still unknown. For the past nine generations of Star Duels, instances of annulled contracts were extremely rare, with any remaining records talking very vaguely about the subject.


 “Basically, you must not let her Star Master get close to her or this will all fail.”


 “Hmm, Lin Chong’s Star Master does not seem to have a very high cultivation. The two elders shall stand guard nearby. If he dares to get close, he will die instantly. Ha ha, I heard that killing the Star Master could also annul the contract, I don’t know if that’s true or not.” Crown Prince Gou Zi laughed coldly.


 “You are talking nonsense.” The other person spoke without any emotion: “Since I can even give you Lin Chong to contract, I can also easily destroy you. Clearly you must understand this.”


 Gou Zi nodded repeatedly. From his pocket, he tooked out a single token. Even though he was somewhat regretful, he could see that the mysterious person in front of him was not exactly a saint. Someone who could easily deliver Lin Chong into his hands was not someone he would dare to provoke, even if he had eaten leopard galls for dinner.


 The other person’s arms swung up, causing the Token to disappear from sight.


 “Lin Chong sis, I am truly sorry. I will take care of Young Master in your place.” A stream of sound echoed directly inside Lin Yingmei’s mind.


 Lin Yingmei was currently constantly restrained by the Heavenly Cycle Northern Dipper Array absorbing all her Star Energy, her head was deep in confusion. However, she still recognised the clue in that voice.


 “It’s you!!!”


 “Star Knights all only wish to serve a good master, and I have finally found my perfect one. I beg Lin sister to forgive me. It’s a shame that Star Masters cannot make two contracts at the same time, if not, I would also be willing to serve Master alongside Lin Chong sis… At that time, I promise I will return you your freedom, though I will have to offend you for now.” The calm voice in her head sighed resignedly.


 Lin Yingmei’s originally coldly protesting expressions suddenly became as still as stagnant water, turning silent. “Protect Master well!!”


 “Un!”


 “What are you talking about?” Gou Zi was confused.


 The cloaked figure hmph coldly and then turned around and teleported far away.


 In the courtyard, the only thing left was sounds of a long sigh.


 She, the Panther Head Lin Chong, have also felt regretful about the timing of the situation.


 “Hmph, Lin Chong, you should obediently become my Star Knight, I will not treat you unfairly!”


 Bang!!


 Loud tremors from all directions reverberated violently.


 Lin Yingmei stood up, her Arctic Star Serpent Spear’s piercing through the ground, almost breaking through the centre of the array circle. Gou Zi was so scared he thought his soul was leaving his body.


 “This servant is the Majestic Star Panther Head Lin Chong, and in this life I will have only one master!!”


 —


 Several streams of lights shot by, stopping Shu Jing in his tracks.


 After Shu Jing avoided the attack, around five metres away, the elder named Wen He slowly stepped out to stand before him. He appraised Shu Jing. Seeing the shining Star Symbol on his forehead, Wen He clicks his tongue: “You are Lin Chong’s Master? You don’t seem to be anything special. Lin Chong was truly blind to sign a contract with you. This truly makes one angry.”


 Finished speaking, he casually shot out an attack.


 In his palm, an illusionary iron ball formed. The ball then disappears and then suddenly returns, this time right in front of Shu Jing.


 A loud bang resounds; the ground was split open with a large gaping hole remaining.


 “What a useless trash, so easy to kill.” Wen He laughed heartily.


 The sound of wind screeching echoed by his ears.


 Wen He’s pupil contracted. In a flash he instantly spun around, his Thunder Cry Sword used as a shield in front of his body. One could then only hear several sounds of gunshots rang out. The overwhelming force behind the attacks nearly pushed Wen He back, and even when he managed to defend against it, his hands still could not help but shake violently.


 “How could this be!” Wen He looked at the empty hole on the ground, disbelieving that he was able to escape his “Annihilation Bead”.


 Shu Jing spat. This Nebula Stage cultivator was on a totally different level than the cultivators he had met before. What’s more crucial is that his Star Energy bullets were also not very effective.


 But Shu Jing did not want to waste too much time struggling here, but instead his mind was focused on Lin Yingmei, for an ominous premonition was growing in his heart. Since the bullets did not work, Shu Jing used the Chaotic Tail Escape Technique.


 “What kind of movement technique is this?” Caught by surprise, Wen He immediately felt ashamed and angry. He angrily laughed: “Just a small Stardust Middle Stage cultivator, yet you to want to play around with me?”


 Wen He’s body suddenly moved. As if he was an arrow leaving the bow, in a blink of an eye he almost caught up to Shu Jing.


 Even though Shu Jing’s Chaotic Tail Escape Technique was very formidable, there were downsides. Repeated uses will exacerbate the damage of his wounds. After going through it several times, Shu Jing was feeling pains that permeated through his bones.


 “Thunder Cry Sword, go!”


 The Nebula Stage cultivator shouted coldly.


 A streak of light suddenly shot forward, its speed extremely fast. With just the first stage of the Chaotic Tail Escape Technique, there was no way for Shu Jing to avoid it. The sword stopped him in his path. A lightning symbol appeared, causing dark storm clouds to appear, summoning lightning and thunder.


 The Thunder Cry Sword’s sharp pointed blade made it hard for Shu Jing to escape.


 Wen He pointed his finger, Star Energy circulating, a streak of lightning immediately shot through Shu Jing’s shoulder. His entire body burning with pain, Shu Jing’s feet slowed down at the same time.


 Wen He used this chance to give orders to the “Thunder Cry Sword”


 At that time, a shadow suddenly appears near the vicinity of the Thunder Cry Sword. Before Shu Jing could regain his sense, he was already caught tightly by someone. He could only follow as the other person threw out a talisman, causing a loud bang, shattering the entire earth beneath them. In the blink of an eye, they were gone.


 Wen He stood still in shock. Using his Divine Intent to search, but was unable to find anyone. He retrieved the sword and turned over the talisman on the ground.


 “Divine Ground Teleportation Talisman! Hmph, this damned rat!”


 Wen He shouted a curse and shredded the talisman into pieces.


 ***


 Shu Jing’s body felt like it was moving through the ground, his mind deep in chaos. By the time he had regained his senses, he has already left the Grand Border Fortress far behind and had appeared on an empty patch of land in the middle of the grassland.


 Shu Jing tightly gripped at the cloaked person’s body, pulling down their hood. He tried his best to get a glimpse of the person’s face, but his shoulders were still in pain from the continuous usage of Chaotic Tail Escape Technique. The pain made him feel as if his soul was being forced out of his own body, causing his mind to drift into unconsciousness. Before passing out, he vaguely saw the figure of a beautiful young girl wearing a short green skirt with braided ponytails, her face steeped in worries.


 Some unknown time later, Shu Jing slowly opened his eyes.


 He was enveloped in a comfortable and warm sensation. The figure of a ravishing body with soft smooth skin was currently clinging to him tightly. Shu Jing’s heart moved as he looked at the girl’s plain naked body gently wrapping around him, her fulfilling embrace causing his entire body to feel like it was on fire.


 Of course, the girl was none other than Song Lu!


 A cold glint of light suddenly appeared in Shu Jing’s eye. He casually pushed her off.


 “Young Master, you have woken up?” Song Lu’s eyes opened, half-awake, paying no mind to their intimate positions.


 Shu Jing looks towards the sky. It was already twilight, which means hours must have passed. Thinking about Lin Yingmei, Shu Jing immediately put on his clothes and planned to leave.


 “Young Master, please don’t go!”


 Song Lu anxiously clung onto Shu Jing.


 Shu Jing pushed her arms off him. He stared at her coldly.


 “Are you done?”


 Song Lu appeared shocked. “Young Master, what do you mean?”


 “Song Lu, do you really think that only you are capable of coming up with clever schemes?” Shu Jing’s eyes have never been so brutal. His fingers curled around Silver Blade’s trigger: “Just as Yingmei encountered a difficult situation, you show up to rescue me. Are you just going to say this was all a coincidence? Sorry, I don’t buy it.” Ever since meeting her for the first time, Shu Jing has always been suspicious of her true identity.


 Only because she has shown genuine sincerity towards them did Shu Jing chose to ignore this. He has heard Lin Yingmei talk about the Star Maidens who did not possess amazing strength, and thus needing to always keep a low profile. He had thought perhaps Song Lu was one of such cases.


 When the situation with Crown Prince Gou Zi’s man happened, Shu Jing was once again suspicious, but before he could delve into it, Lin Yingmei was already distracted by the Relic Blade Sand.


 Thinking back, the Relic Blade Stone was clearly all part of her plan, a bait for Lin Yingmei. Needless to say, with Lin Yingmei’s real strength, two Nebula Stage cultivators were not enough to cause Lin Yingmei and him to become completely separated. The only explanation would be that the Crown Prince Palace had set up a trap specifically for Lin Yingmei, causing the Majestic Star to be caught off guard.


 As his eyes moved towards the surrounding, he recognised that this was the Mountain Lake Labyrinth.


 “Do you still plan to deny it?”


 After being silent for awhile, Song Lu slowly recovered her calm. She revealed a weak smile, her eyes staring at him: “Young Master is so formidable. I had thought that this was a flawless plan that did not leave behind any traces. You are indeed worthy of being the Master I want to spend the rest of my life serving!”


 “Exploiting the trust you have built with others and then betraying them, this doesn’t really require any especially cunning plans.” Shu Jing looked at Song Lu coldly, “If something were to happen to Lin Yingmei, I will personally kill you!”


 Just as Shujin turned around to leave, Song Lu suddenly spoke: “Young Master, if you wish to save Lin Chong sis, I have a very good method!”


 “What did you say?”


 “All you need to do is willing annul the contract with Lin Chong, and then sign a new Star Duel Covenant contract with me. That small Heavenly Cycle Northern Dipper Array will no longer be able to hold the Majestic Star!” Song Lu’s tightly pulled on her coat, her two long slender legs pressing together.


 Shu Jing gave her an indifferent glance before ignoring her.


 Song Lu called out: “Young Master, if you really want me to make it clear to you, Grand Border Fortress has over ten thousand soldiers and two Nebula Stage cultivators. Young Master, if you leave, you will die. Isn’t it a much smarter idea for you to just sign a contract with me? This maiden can guarantee that if Young Master knows my real identity, you would understand that I am much more promising than Lin Chong!”


 “Is this all part of your plan?” Shu Jing turned, his voice fascinated: “You orchestrate a hopeless situation that put your target at a dead end, then you offer them hope to achieve your goals… This is quite heartless, you really are making me view you in a different light than before.


 “Seems like nothing gets past the Young Master. This is making me all the more excited to contract with you.”


 Song Lu revealed a smile, her body slowly radiated a hazy green light aura. In the dark, it looked almost dream-like. This was Song Lu’s Star Knight’s State.


 A green feather fan appears in Song Lu’s hands along with a powerful aura of authority overflowing.


 Someone who had sophisticated schemes, was cunning and intelligent, with plans that had everyone eating from her hands. Without even needing Song Lu to introduce herself, Shu Jing could already guessed her true identity.


 In Liangshan, there could be only be one person like her.


 The Liangshan Continent’s number three Star Knight.


 “Knowledge Star”,


 Wu Yong The Mastermind!
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 “I am the Knowledge Star “Mastermind” Wu Yong. my real name is Xinxie.”


 The girl stood with her long gliding cloak, her smile overflowing with pride: “After watching you solve the riddle, this maiden has decided to devote herself to following Young Master. As long as you are willing to join hands with Xinxie, all of Liangshan Continent’s forbidden grounds and their countless strange and complex secrets will be broken through by us working together. At that time, becoming the winner of the Liangshan Star Duel would be a simple matter.”


 Shu Jing did not say a single word, but instead he only wore a strange smile that was not quite a smile.


 “Young Master, do you know why you got nothing even though you solved the riddle?”


 Wu Xinxie revealed a mysterious smile. Her hand swung up and a golden light flew out from the Star Knight’s Astral Bag. A tome appeared in her hands and the girl appeared to be teeming with self-pride.


 Clearly, the person who had solved the legacy before him was her, the Mastermind.


 “This “Heart Like Mirrors Absolute Sincerity Soul Technique” was obtained by this Xinxie when she solved the riddle. If Young Master signs the contract with Xinxie, Xinxie will readily hand it over to you.” Finished speaking, Wu Xinxie’s accentuated her beautiful face by winking seductively at Shu Jing. She sultrily makes her way towards him: “Yingmei is as cold as a block of ice, doesn’t Young Master want a Star Knight that can do much more for you?”


 Wu Yong the Mastermind was extremely confident. Even though Shu Jing had thoroughly saw through her schemes, this was not a problem for the Knowledge Star. The only thing that mattered right now was that Shu Jing was amidst a crisis.


 Lin Yingmei was captured at the Grand Border Fortress’ Crown Prince Palace. It was impossible for Shu Jing to rescue her by himself. If he went there now, it would be akin to a moth flying towards flame.


 Smart people always have a similar weakness — That is, when truly in a bind, they can fully understand their situation and know the consequences of their own actions. If an action would lead them to their death, they would definitely not do it.


 What’s more, the Knowledge Star who was Liangshan Continent’s number three Star Knight was 6 ranks higher in comparison to the Majestic Star. Shu Jing’s cultivation was just at its fundamental stage, so being contracted with the fierce Majestic Star right now Wasn’t necessarily a wise choice. In comparison, Wu Yong as the Knowledge Star could offer him much more support, love, and attention. From her point of view, Shu Jing only had one choice.


 Furthermore, the Knowledge Star Wu Yong had laid another trap — Only by joining with her would he be able to save Lin Yingmei. This would help Shu Jing get rid of any guilt.


 This was Wu Xinxie’s flawless plan!


 Master, let this Wu Yong follow you.


 Wu Xinxie begged from the bottom of her heart.


 Shu Jing looked at Wu Xinxie. Suddenly, his darkened face was replaced by laughter, as if he had just realised something extremely funny. Xinxie couldn’t make head or tail of it.


 “Really, really…” Shu Jing displayed a thumbs up and complimented: “You really are good. I learnt to really like some points about you. I don’t think I will ever forget about the Knowledge Star’s schemes for the rest of my life. It could make people accept betrayal with all their hearts… Ah, very good…”


 “This is only in order to save Yingmei…” Wu Xinxie’s voice was emotional.


 Shu Jing’s joyous laughter was as clear as the spring, but it carried with it a chilling sense of rejection.


 Wu Xinxie may have thought of everything, but she still thought too lightly of Shu Jing’s heart.


 As a soldier, there was an ironclad rule —


 Never abandon your comrade!


 Absolutely never!


 “If you think you can control me, I’m afraid you will be disappointed!”


 Shu Jing looked at her arrogantly and left without any hesitation. No matter what Wu Xinxie pulled out from her Astral Bag to tempt him, they will be nothing more than trash to him.


 The girl was left stunned. She shouted out loudly: “Young Master, if you leave now it would be no different from suicide. They will call you a fool!”


 “If I fear death, then I am no warrior!”


 Shu Jing left behind those cold words before circulating the Chaotic Tail Escape Technique, disappearing from her sight. There were no traces of regret or hesitation.


 Why?


 Does the Knowledge Star lose to the Majestic Star in some way?


 This was the first time something completely out of her expectation had happened. Xinxie fell down to the ground, her eyes blurred in bewilderment.


 She couldn’t understand. She really couldn’t understand.


 ***


 Grand Border Fortress, the Crown Prince Palace


 The night gradually grew darker.


 Inside the bright Palace Halls, the Heavenly Cycle Northern Dipper Array was continuing to absorb Lin Ying Mei’s Star Energy while the people surrounding watched in stunned silence.


 “This is the Majestic Star?” Gou Zi swallowed his saliva, his greed towards Lin Yingmei slowly transforming into a sort of fear. He didn’t even have the courage to make contact with her cold and determined eyes.


 From there reverberated a shock that pierces deep into his bones.


 “She is at the mercy of Your Highness Crown Prince’s trap.” The older cultivator spoke.


 “Can we really become Lin Chong’s master?” Gou Zi sounded unconvinced.


 “Once you have signed the contract, it would no longer be up to her.”


 Hearing the old cultivator, Gou Zi nodded in comfort.


 Suddenly, a glint of strange light appeared in the elder cultivator’s eyes. He grinned.


 “Lin Chong’ss Star Master is trying to make his way here. He really is wishing to die!”


 “Immediately pass on my orders. Surround the Grand Border Fortress and send out the cavalry to kill him. This time, we must not let him escape.” Gou Zi loudly commanded.


 “Your Highness, there is no need to worry.” The older cultivator narrowed his eyes in disdain: “Wen He is already there, he won’t let him escape.”


 “Then that’s even better.”


 Shu Jing thought that he would at least be able to rush to the Crown Prince Palace before being discovered, but the Nebula Stage cultivator’s powerful Divine Intent was impossible to circumvent. No matter how well he disguised himself, this Divine Intent would work almost like radar and sniff him out. Eluding it was extremely difficult. What’s more, the enemy was someone far above him in cultivation.


 “Are you seeking death?” Wen He the Nebula Stage cultivator was humiliated by Shu Jing’s escape, his tender face creasing up. “I’ll make you wish you were dead.”


 He opened his mouth widely and spat out an iron ball.


 A bright flash of light shot by.


 This time, Shu Jing did not run. He lifted up Silver Blade and pulled the trigger. Before, when he was still a pilot, his reaction speed and vision were finely honed. After being refined by Star Energy, they had obviously only gotten better. He continuously shot out multiple bullets.


 The air was filled with explosive noises.


 The silver light quickly grew bigger to Wen He’s eyes. He leapt to avoid the incoming bullets while chanting with his fingers pointed at the Annihilation Bead. The bead released a massive explosion that completely transformed the area where Shu Jing previously stood.


 A figure flew up into the air like a hurricane.


 Wen He suddenly found Shu Jing appeared nearby him.


 “This damn star cultivator!”


 Wen He gnashed his teeth and quickly jumped to escape, his fingers quickly moving.


 He was attempting to redirect the Annihilation Bead.


 Shu Jing did not bother to even look at him and continued to shoot.


 The gun barrel shot out fiery sparks of light that flew toward the Annihilation Bead like meteors. After 10 consecutive bullets, it succeeded in pushing back the Artifact.


 Wen He was surprised. He felt that all his knowledge about Artifacts were turned upside down by the person in front of him. What kind Artifact was that? How had it pushed the Annihilation Bead back?


 “It seems like you are not as useless as I thought.”


 Wen He coldly sneered. He then proceeded to lift up the Thunder Cry Sword.


 The sword resounds with sounds of thunder, causing a bolt of lightning to fly towards Shu Jing at breakneck speed. Shu Jing also did not dare to defend against it, but instead jumped to avoid it. Wen He slashed once more with the Thunder Cry sword to summon another flash of lightning.


 The lightning was like an aggressive fire snake that destroyed the area and turned it into pieces.


 Shu Jing was barely able to escape the attacks.


 Wen He’s expression grew more and more serious. Shu Jing’s agility and reaction speed far surpassed what he had anticipated. Seems like Star Masters could not be judged by normal standards. At that moment, he no longer hesitated. His sneering laughter rose, then suddenly he stopped and yelled out: “True thunder punishes demons, burning them to nothing! Demon Punishing Divine Thunder!”


 Wen He was provoked by Shu Jing and no longer held back and used his most powerful attack.


 The Thunder Cry Sword transformed into a lightning serpent that flew towards Shu Jing with its mouth wide opened. One could only see a bright flash of light, turning the dark night sky pale.


 This lightning bolt was truly too fast. There was nothing Shu Jing could do in response.


 The serpent swallowed him whole.


 The lightning bolt was overwhelming. With Shu Jing at its center, all objects within several dozens of metres were all obliterated.


 “Hahaha, let’s see how you can survive this!”


 Wen He laughed loudly.


 Bang.


 Suddenly, a streak of silver light cut through the night, drawing a long straight line in the sky.


 The shocked Wen he quickly avoided the attack. The smile on his face completely disappearing.


 From inside the epicenter of the Demon Punishing Divine Lightning, Shu Jing stepped out without a scratch on his body. One could only see his entire body enveloped in a layer of white light, as if it was an armor. The Demon Punishing Divine Lightning was completely repelled.


 Impossible, how could a Stardust Middle Stage cultivator defend against his most powerful lightning technique?


 “That is ..!”


 Wen He’s keen eyes noticed that Shu Jing was holding a small piece of jade. From within this piece of jade flowed out powerful Star Energy that protected him.


 “An Astral Artifact!!”


 Wen He’s shouted in panic. He quickly circulated his Artifact Technique.


 The Nebula Stage Artifact Thunder Cry Sword released a piercing thunderous roar that overwhelmed the mind.


 But alas, all of its energy was absorbed by the Profound Astral Gem.
𝕗𝐫𝚎𝗲𝘄𝐞𝕓𝐧𝕠𝘃𝕖𝐥.𝐜𝚘𝚖

 Wen He spun around, planning to escape, but Shu Jing who had used the Chaotic Tail Escape Technique was one step ahead, appearing directly in front of him in the next instant. His Silver Blade’s barrel was pointed directly at Wen He, releasing bright silver light shots.


 Wen He bent his two fingers. His Nebula Techniques was sufficient for deflecting the bullets, but they were simply Shu Jing’s distraction meant to attract his attention. The suddenly Silver Blade appeared at Wen He’s unguarded throat.


 Wen He’s face was overcome with fear. He called out in desperation: “Who are you really?”


 “The Majestic Star’s Master!”


 Shu Jing pulled the trigger.


 The energy from the bullet immediately ravaged Wen He’s internals. The cultivator’s face became distorted in pain. Shu Jing then casually used his arm to wring Wen He’s neck.


 Even in his last moments, Wen He was not able to believe that a Nebula Early Stage cultivator would die in the hand of a Stardust Middle Stage cultivator.


 Shu Jing breathed out roughly. Just killing Wen He had taken all of his energy reserves. Shu Jing pulled out a bottle of Qi Restoration Liquid he had previously acquired from Xun Tian Daoist and gulped it all down. His energy began to slowly replenish. Following that, Shu Jing pulled out the Clear Wind Talismans. Thanks to this talisman, his body was able to move at an amazing speed, and enabled him to take care of the enemy.


 But this wasn’t the time to relax. Shu Jing knew there was someone even more powerful here. It was a cultivator at Nebula Middle Stage, and not one he can deal with as easily as the Nebula Early Stage cultivator.


 Shu Jing gnashed his teeth and retrieved all that he could from Wen He’s body, then quickly set off.


 ***


 Crown Prince Palace


 The older cultivator’s face suddenly turned extremely fierce. He looked towards the distanced sky with fear.


 “Elder Xiu, what happened? Did Elder Wen He finished off that Star Master?” Gou Zi impatiently asked.


 “No, he had killed Wen He instead.” The older cultivator spat out heavily.


 “What!?”


 Gou Zi’s face turned ashen grey.
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 “Isn’t he just a low levelled cultivator? How could he kill Elder Wen He?” Gou Zi asked in a panicked tone.


 “It seems like we can’t underestimate someone who’s capable of defeating the Majestic Star.”


 Elder Xiu spoke gravely. He circulated his Divine Intent and honed in on Shu Jing’s every movement. He discovered that the other party was constantly moving about the fort, from the food storage, barracks to camps starting fires. It was impossible to figure out what he was planning to do. The Grand Border Fortress was once again engulfed in fire, with smoke covering the sky. Elder Xiu was no longer able to sit still. He could not easily forgive a Stardust Middle Stage cultivator who dared to not give him an ounce of respect, constantly running around starting fires.


 On the other side, Gou Zi was also impatient. If this struggle continued, the entire Grand Border Fortress would be burnt to cinders.


 “Elder Xiu!”


 “I will go get him now. However, regarding Elder Wen He’s reward…”


 Matters had come to this point, and yet this damned old man still wouldn’t spare even a thought for his companion! Crown Prince Gou Zi cursed from the bottom of his heart. However, on the surface he smiled accommodatingly: “As long as you take care of this Star Master, Elder Wen He’s reward will be given to Elder Xiu in its entirety.”


 “Un.” Elder Xiu nodded, a satisfied smile appearing on his face. It seems like he could not hold back in order to deal with Shu Jing. He picked up the wooden sword and a talisman before flying off.


 The half kneeling Lin Yingmei who had heard their entire conversation could not help but sigh a long sigh.


 Master, why?


 ***


 Grand Border Fortress Pavilion.


 Atop this pavilion stood a young girl dressed in a red fluttering dress. She was standing against the breeze, her red eyes observing the entirety of the Grand Border Fortress. She looks at the fire alarms raised across the entire fort at various burning and smoking locations and couldn’t help but smirk. She really did enjoy this kind blazing fire imagery.


 This beautiful girl was standing next to a man whose face was like jade. He was handsome and elegant youth, only right now there was a glint of shock in his eyes.


 Indeed, they were Deviance Star “Red-haired Devil” Liu Tang and her Star Master, Xun Huo.


 After being pointed in the wrong direction by Lil’ Er, they failed to find Shu Jing and Lin Yingmei. They did not think that the next time they would run into the Majestic Star and her Master would be in this situation.


 “Lin Chong’s Star Master really is an idiot. He dared to infiltrate the fort by his lonesome self. Did he think he could put up a fight against the two Nebula cultivators without the help of Lin Chong?” Xun Huo laughed lightly. He was observing all of the events occurring at the Grand Border Fortress. He was quite surprised by the Majestic Star’s capture, but Shu Jing’s reckless move was what caused him to laughed out loud.


 “Master, what do you think he should have done then?” The Red-haired Devil Liu Qing-er asked casually, her voice carrying it with a slightly strange tone.


 Xun Huo replied immediately without thinking: “Of course he should have ran as far away as possible. Losing a Star Knight, one can just find another one. But each person only have a single life. If one dies, they have nothing.”


 “Master’s words are so enlightening, Qing-er understands.” Liu Qing-er laughed mysteriously.


 Xun Huo suddenly felt a chill running through his entire body, his heart lunging forward. Danger! Xun Huo suddenly remembered Liu Qing-er was also a Star Knight. He quickly explained: “If any danger comes to Qing-er, I would, of course, use all my strength to rescue you. However, that is the Majestic Star, her Star Master basically has no power to control her, hence it would be just a waste of time for him. That’s what I meant.”


 It was a good try.


 Lin Qing-er licked her lips, her red fiery eyes seems like they were burning brightly. “No need, Master’s decision is indeed the correct one. If Master is killed, Star Knights will also be seriously injured, even killed. The further you stay away from your Star Knight, the better. You would be able to guarantee your own safety, while the Star Knights can use this chance to find an even more powerful Master, so why wouldn’t they take it? If one day Qing-er meets such a situation, I pray Master will go as far away as possible!”


 Xun Huo wasn’t sure if Liu Qing-er was being genuine or not, but her words made sense. For now, Xun Huo could only smile awkwardly.


 Lin Qing-er summoned her Blaze Refining Nine Hell Sabre, the sabre’ fireballs floating gently.


 “Right now is our best chance to kill Lin Chong.” Xun Huo said, heatedly.


 Liu Qing-er glanced at him, her eyes cold. There was even a trace of scorn.


 Useless trash!


 She cursed quietly.


 —


 An overwhelming aura suddenly appeared and pushed down on him like a mountain. Shu Jing could only feel his legs turning numb and impossible to move.


 An elder cultivator coldly appeared in front of him. The Elder complimented. “I never thought you would be capable of killing Wen He, but that’s the furthest you will go.”


 Elder Xiu pulled out the wooden sword and attached a talisman on its body. He casually swung it upward.


 He muttered a single word: “Go!”


 The talisman turned into countless fireball that covered the entire night sky, as if there were dozens of suns falling from the sky.


 Shu Jing leapt and avoided an attacking fireball, but before he could even retaliate using the Silver Blade, the Elder have already made his next move. His Nebula Middle Stage Divine Intent was fierce. The moment Shu Jing attempted to escape, he spat a metal sword.


 The flash of sword light directly shot through Shu Jing’s body.


 Afterimage?


 Elder Xiu was stunned.


 With his Clear Wind Talisman activated, Shu Jing appeared in front of Elder Xiu in the blink of an eye, continuously shooting at him. Not paying any mind to his remaining bullets, Shu Jing shot over ten silver beams of light shot toward Elder Xiu.


 “Hmph.”


 Elder Xiu laughed coldly, his wooden sword swept up, shooting out Star Energy to turn the strange “artifacts” into tiny pieces. Suddenly, he discovered that amongst the chaos of the exploding bullets, a single silver ball appeared. Elder Xiu’s expression quickly changed.


 Annihilation Bead?!!


 Bang!


 The Annihilation Bead unleashed a powerful wave that swallowed Elder Xiu. Even though Shu Jing still could not control Nebula Grade Artifacts, this Annihilation Bead did not need to be fueled with any Star Energy, but was more akin to a grenade. The damage it could cause cannot be underestimated.


 “Bastard!”


 Elder Xiu was blasted by the attack before he could prepare and took the full blunt of the attack. But before he could finish cursing, a figure suddenly appeared beside him like a silent assassin.


 Putting aside how high the cultivation of a cultivator was or how powerful their Artifact, there was always a weakness. When it comes to Star Energy, cultivation, Artifact, Shu Jing was not his match, but if he was able to get close to him, Shu Jing was sure that he had the means to surely kill anyone.


 The Silver Blade shot toward Elder Xiu.


 Only, this time the cultivator was nothing like Wen He. Elder Xiu shouted angrily, his power like a wave crashing down. Just as Silver Blade was only an inch from Elder Xiu’s throat, Shu Jing was hit by the wave of overwhelming power. He could only be thrown backward at the wall, leaving a large dent.


 “Heaven hear my orders, Heavenly Lightning Earthly Fire!”


 Bang!


 Elder Xiu angrily chanted, his wooden sword turning into a bright red lightning bolt. He had used the “Heavenly Lightning Arts”. One could only see the wooden sword transforming into a fiery lightning bolt that strikes down upon Shu Jing’s location.


 “Just a tiny Stardust cultivator like you can make me use the “Heavenly Lightning Earthly Fire Sword”, it seems like your death at least had some meaning, Haha.”


 Sneering, Elder Xiu’s expression suddenly turned serious.


 Shu Jing’s breath did not disappear.


 After the fiery lightning dissipated, Shu Jing was still standing solidly like a statue, his face carrying with it a hint of delight.


 “By now, Lin Yingmei must have been saved.”


 “What nonsense are you saying?”


 Xiu Elder asked in surprise.
﻿Chapter 22 – The One In A Thousand Years Love
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 —


 “Not only did you not sincerely run away and hide, you even came back here to your death. Now you even wish to save someone? How laughable!”


 Elder Xiu laughed, his eyes narrowing. Comparing to the Majestic Star, Elder Xiu was much more interested in how this Star Master survived his “Heavenly Lightning Arts”.


 He focused his sight on the piece of jade in Shu Jing’s left hand. It was continuously releasing a transparent halo of protective Star Energy around him.


 “An Astral Artifact! No wonder Lin Chong would sign a contract with you. I would have never thought you were in possession of a such a treasure!” Elder Xiu revealed a greedy expression.


 Astral Artifacts were extremely rare in Liangshan Continent. Even if it was just a common Astral Artifact, only freakishly powerful Stellar Stage cultivators would dare to walk around showing them off, lest they bring fatal disasters upon oneself.


 After so many years of cultivating, Elder Xiu had only ever run into two Astral Artifacts. The first was a “Moon and Stars Encircling Bracelet”, which nearly obliterated him when used by a Galaxy Stage cultivator, while the second was Shu Jing.


 “Now it’s your turn!” Elder Xiu yelled out excitedly, power streaming into the wooden sword. The sword turned into the shape of a bolt of red lightning, akin to a Flood Dragon leaving shore with its fangs and claws out, roaring furiously. This was the Heavenly Lightning Earthly Fire Sword’s true form.


 In but a moment, the fort’s fire blended with the fire lightning released by the sword and covered the entire night sky, dyeing the heavens and earth bright red.


 ***


 Crown Prince Palace


 Gou Zi’s personal guard was already scared to death by the star cultivator’s battle. His face and Gou Zi’s paled in fear. A feeling of unease rose up in Gou Zi’s heart. This was the first time he was so intimidated by someone with lower cultivation than himself.


 Elder Xiu’s cultivation was at the Nebula Middle Stage. In theory, he should have been able to easily slay a Stardust cultivator like Shu Jing, even if he was the Majestic Star’s Master. What’s more, Elder Xiu was in possession of the Heavenly Lighting Earthly Fire Sword, a terrifying weapon. Even if he was fighting Lin Chong, she would be lucky to escape it.


 Gou Zi comforted himself as he turned his eyes toward the girl inside the array.


 At that moment, a figure in a green short dress and ponytail appeared. She headed directly for the Palace.


 The girl was enveloped in an ethereal halo of green light. Truly beautiful!


 “Stop!”
𝒻𝑟ℯℯ𝑤𝑒𝑏𝑛𝘰𝓋𝑒𝓁.𝒸𝑜𝘮

 The guards shouted while lifting their spears.


 The girl paid them no mind and instead focused on Lin Yingmei, who was inside the array. Her eyes carried with them a hint of envy and at the same time resignation.


 The guards stared at her confused, then thrust their spears at her.


 Nimble chains made of bronze appeared and pushed back the guard’s spear completely.


 “Even though I do not possess any martial arts or magic arts, don’t think you can bully me easily.”


 The girl snickered. The chains wrapped around her arms seemed to have their own intelligence, their tips easily cutting through the metal armour like mud.


 Indeed, she was the Knowledge Star Wu Xinxie.


 Gou Zi’s expression shifted.


 Star Knight?


 Before, it was impossible for him to even catch a glimpse of a Star Knight, but now there were even two here. What’s more, the new person seemed to be a powerful Star.


 Wu Xinxie’s chains flashed, their various tips flew towards various crucial points of the array. Seeing the array’s light growing dimmer, Gou Zi realised she was breaking the array and quickly called out: “Hurry, kill her!”


 Several star cultivators threw out their Artifacts.


 An invisible barrier in front of Wu Xinxie completely stopped all the incoming Artifacts. She casually leapt up, her bronze chains riding the momentum and slashing right across their necks, decapitating several star cultivators who couldn’t react in time.


 Wu Xinxie threw out a series of talismans. The moment they hit the ground, a massive explosion resounded, shattering the earth. The Heavenly Cycle Northern Dipper Array completely broke, its halo of light gradually fading away.


 When Gou Zi saw the array break, he felt anguish from the pit of his stomach. Just a bit more and then the Majestic Star would have belonged to him. The moment he noticed Lin Yingmei’s chilling eyes turning towards him, the hair on his entire body stood up. He quietly cursed before turning around and running away.


 Luckily, Lin Yingmei did not pursue him. It wasn’t because she didn’t want to, but she wasn’t able to because she had just escaped the array. This array’s main use was to absorb the Star Knight’s Astral Energy. Now that she had lost seven to eight parts of her energy reserve, there none left to spare.


 Only by relying on the Arctic Star Serpent Spear was Lin Yingmei able to stand herself up.


 “Lin Chong, can you still fight?” Wu Xinxie asked.


 “Did Master tell you to do this?” Lin Yingmei glanced at Wu Xinxie. Her Star Symbol still remained, so at least Shu Jing hadn’t thrown her away.


 Wu Xinxie shook her head. She laughed and said: “Xinxie thinks you are too lucky. How many have masters that would come to their rescue despite knowing full well the risks? Isn’t that just too foolish?”


 She turned and looked around the fort.


 The blazing red fire lightning was like a nightmarish devil with terrifying fangs. Frenzied winds and harsh rains coupled with devastating lightning and thunder had turned the Grand Border Fortress into a destroyed warzone. With each bolt of lightning that flared up, people’s heart grew more and more terrified.


 “Master!” Lin Yingmei’s heart ached and her lips bled from her gnashing teeth. She gripped the Arctic Star Serpent Spear tightly, wishing to lend a hand.


 This was the first time Wu Xinxie had ever seen the Majestic Star so scared.


 Truly, what a lucky man.


 Wu Xinxie smiled and supported the falling Lin Yingmei. “If you go now like this you will just distract Young Master!”


 “This servant… cannot… just stand and watch!” Lin Yingmei gasped. Her entire body was shaking, her eyes filled with worries.


 Wu Xinxie looked at Lin Yingmei while in deep thought.


 “Do you really wish to help Young Master? I may have something that you can use…”


 She took out a single pill. The pill was golden in colour and was decorated with the symbol of a dragon.


 “Star Breaker Golden Pill! In a short amount of time, it will help you return to your peak state. However, there is a side effect. When your body surpasses its limit, all the meridians on your body will break. From then on, you will become a cripple with no hope of recovery. Lin Yingmei, do you still dare?” Wu Xinxie slowly explained.


 Majestic Star that had swept aside thousands of soldiers since ancient time becoming a useless cripple. She would probably prefer death over such a fate.


 Lin Yingmei stood there, stunned.


 Wu Xinxie smiled secretively: “Yingmei sis, you only have a few minutes left to decide. Young master is not a match at all for that Nebula Stage cultivator. The only reason he was able to hold on until now was due to some special artifact he had on his body, but I doubt it will last for much longer. If you really want to save him, this is the most straightforward method. Of course, maybe Young Master still have some secret killing move.”


 A powerful bolt of lightning raced across the sky. Lin Yingmei could clearly sense that Shu Jing was losing ground. She looked at the Star Breaker Golden Pill and immediately swallowed it without thinking further. A sudden stream of Star Energy surged through her meridians.


 Wu Xinxie spoke the truth, this pill was indeed effective.


 “If this servant dies in battle, please take care of Master from now on.”


 Lin Yingmei coldly left those words behind before turning into a streak of light and flew away.


 Wu Xinxie smiled grievingly. She waved her feathered fan and sighed: “I lost. I have completely lost.” The scary-sounding side effects she had said about Star Breaker Golden Pill was only to test Lin Yingmei. She never thought that Yingmei would completely ignore her own well-being like that.


 Star Knights and Star Masters signed a contract that binds them together and forces them to support each other, but their ultimate goal was still to become the final winner. If they ran into a disadvantageous situation, there had been instances where one would run away on their own. Few were like Shu Jing and Lin Yingmei. One would fearlessly face death, while the other ignore even the possibility of becoming a cripple.


 For the past thousand years in Liangshan Continent, this was the first time the Majestic Star had fallen into the trappings of love.
﻿Chapter 23: Tandem Dance of the Three Stars

 With a flick, Elder Xiu’s Firebolt Sword1 sent a thunderbolt straight deep into the ground. Ignoring the damage he was inflicting on Grand Border City, Elder Xiu’s greed for Su Xing’s2 Astral Treasure3 made him willing to pay any price to kill Su Xing.


 “Elder4 wants to see how much longer you can last.” Elder Xiu’s Divine Intent had already locked on to Su Xing. Before a stronger star cultivator, running and hiding were pointless. With another red swing, the Firebolt devastated another storehouse. The streets teemed with fleeing citizens and soldiers, their screams all blending together.


 Su Xing hid behind a statue, gasping for breath. With his energy rapidly depleting, the Astral Treasure was also slowly dimming.


 Is this my limit?


 Su Xing stole a glance at Elder Xiu, who now stood atop a roof. This devious Nebula Middle Stage cultivator did not give Su Xing even a chance at escape. Not only was he using the Firebolt Sword at full power, but a bright lightning aura protected his body. He was not afraid of letting Su Xing get close to him; with Su Xing’s current cultivation and Star Energy, there was no way for him to overcome this Nebula Middle Stage cultivator’s defenses.


 Is there anything I can do??


 Su Xing exhaled. With a gaze that refused to admit defeat, he suddenly sprang out, lifting Silver Blade and letting loose a bullet.


 It was a dazzling silver glimmer in the darkness, like a sword to tear apart fiery red lightning.


 SFX: Peng! (Bang!)


 The bullet was stopped before Elder Xiu by his aura.


 Elder Xiu exerted his Star Energy. The Firebolt Sword was just like a torrential downpour, and its fire-lightning instantly destroyed the area Su Xing was standing in. The scene was as if a bomb had went off. Rubble was strewn everywhere, with thick, oily smoke billowing out of the burnt husks of buildings. That Elder Xiu had completely demolished the entire 100 meters surrounding Su Xing.


 “And where do you think you’re running off to?” Elder Xiu sneered. “You can die peacefully after having survived against my weapon for this long.” The Firebolt sword was poised to deliver the killing blow, but at this instant, a figure came flying in, glowing spear aimed towards his weak point.


 Elder Xiu didn’t dare receive the attack directly, and instead, he himself attacked, clashing against that light.


 Forced to take a step back, after the initial shock faded, in front of Su Xing stood a warrior maiden with cold spear in hand, protecting him.


 “Lin Chong!!” Elder Xiu exclaimed in shock.


 “Young Master, you can leave the rest to me!” Lin Yingmei’s face was stern, with an icy fire burning within her beautiful eyes. Her entire body emitted a powerful killing intent, the Astral Crest5 on her forehead shimmering brightly.


 Knowing Lin Yingmei was safe, Su Xing felt just a little bit relieved. The Knowledge Star Wu Xinjie6 had indeed saved the Majestic Star.


 “We can retreat first if you can’t handle this.” Su Xing suggested. Against this Nebula Middle Stage practitioner, he really hadn’t a good idea how to overcome the difference in ranks; stretching past two ranks seemed to be his limit.


 “He must pay!” Lin Yingmei said firmly.


 “Lin Chong, weren’t you trapped? How is this possible?” Elder Xiu could not understand. He recalled what Su Xing said before, that Su Xing had a backup plan? This damned Star Master irritated Elder Xiu immensely. This was the first time a Stardust Cultivator had fooled him. “So what if you’re here now. I’ll just send you both to the Liangshan Maiden.”


 Elder Xiu changed hand seals, and the Firebolt surged to full power.


 In an instant, thunder and lightning struck towards the two.


 SFX: *Crash!*


 Lin Yingmei raised her Arctic Star Spear7 to forcefully block the thunderbolt. “Fire!!” Elder Xiu shouted, throwing out the Firebolt sword that was within his hand.
𝘧𝘳𝘦ℯ𝓌𝘦𝒷𝘯𝑜𝑣𝘦𝓁.𝒸𝘰𝓂

 With a dazzling lightning that blinded the eyes, Lin Yingmei was unable to decisively block the attack, her body shaking. The Firebolt sword shone through the night and pierced through the wall of Grand Border City.


 The Arctic Star Spear then fired a cold light towards the enemy.


 However, Elder Xiu was a capable fighter. After throwing the sword, he threw several paper talismans, and those talismans became 50-60 fireballs to block Lin Yingmei’s attack.


 Lin Yingmei easily dispersed the fireballs, but at this time, the elder revealed just how cunning he truly was. With a twitch of his finger, the thrown Firebolt sword followed the motion and became a bolt of lightning, returning and targeting Lin Yingmei.


 Having already executed an attack, it was too late for Lin Yingmei to defend herself. But suddenly at the last second, the fiery red lightning aura blossomed into a cold white light. With a terrific roar, the Firebolt’s attack was completely stopped.


 This was not the doing of some other outsider, but Su Xing.


 Throwing out the last bit of power from the Profound Star Barrier, he successfully stopped the sword’s attack.


 Elder Xiu hurriedly retreated in shock.


 But Lin Yingmei wasn’t about to give him a chance.


 The Arctic Star Spear broke his shielding aura, and the tip of the spear stabbed into Elder Xiu’s left shoulder. The only thing to be seen was a girl holding her spear, and she tossed aside Elder Xiu with a swing of that spear, as if she was throwing away garbage.


 At the same time, Su Xing wasn’t going to let him catch his breath.


 Bullets, like wild beasts, rushed towards him.


 However, Elder Xiu’s speed was quick, and he used a technique to escape into the earth the moment he landed.


 “You two goddamned brats, Elder cannot wait to reap your souls!” Elder Xiu emerged from the other side with a sinister smile and the Firebolt Sword having already been recalled to his hand.


 “Bullying my sister, the one who wants to die is you, isn’t it, you old geezer?!” Someone suddenly jeered.


 Elder Xiu started and brought the sword to his side.


 Clad in a red cape, a beauty with red hair stood on a rooftop, taunting haughtily. With a burning nine chain link saber, at first glance, she looked like a demon from hell.


 And she really was a demon…the Red-Haired Demon, Liu Tang!


 Su Xing blanked out. This was plain bad luck. Of all the times to meet her… Lin Yingmei was just as upset.


 It looked as if all of the Deviance Star’s hostility was directed at Elder Xiu for the moment. Lifting up her Blaze Refining Saber,8 she sneered, “Old men should just enjoy what time they have left. Be careful, coming out fighting and killing, no one here wants to collect your body.”


 “Liu Tang, you aren’t being respectful at all.”


 Another voice, this one playful, came from behind Elder Xiu.


 This time, it was another beauty, the Knowledge Star Wu Xinjie.


 Wu Xinjie gave a small laugh. Playing with a copper lock, her body emitted Star Energy at maximum strength, making Elder Xiu break into a cold sweat.


 “Don’t mind us, old man. Once you’ve been blasted to pieces, there’s no need to collect a body.”


 In fact, Elder Xiu was stonefaced.


 Three Star Generals!


 There were now actually three Star Generals.


 An aghast Elder Xiu looked at Su Xing. Just who is this brat, to be able to call upon 3 Star Generals at once.


 “Shut up!”


 Majestic Star Lin Yingmei gripped the Arctic Star Spear, with a completely icy killing intent directed at Elder Xiu.


 The Deviance Star Liu Qing’er coldly grunted, her Blaze Refining Saber spewing out a cruel flame. And lastly, the Knowledge Star Wu Xinjie clearly threw out the copper lock and a “Wind Kill” talisman.


 Facing the 3 Star Generals’ attack, in the center of this triple front, Elder Xiu at this instant fell into the depths of despair. “Elder will drag your man with me to the grave, even if it’s the last thing I do!”


 The Firebolt Sword shot towards Su Xing.


 _______________________________________________________________


 - Properly, this is supposed to be translated as “Heavenly Lightning Earthly Fire Sword,” as Amery did. For conciseness, I have adjusted the name so that it is shorter without losing all of its meaning. ?


 - Previously translated as Shu Jing. ?


 - Previously translated as Astral Artifact. ?


 - Actually, the pronoun he uses here is 老夫. This is a pronoun used by older people to proclaim their seniority. Some may use the phrase “This old man…” but I decided to try and use something different. ?


 - Previously translated as “Star Symbol.” ?


 - Previously translated as “Wu Xinxie.” ?


 - Previously translated as “Arctic Star Serpent Spear,” retained but shortened to Arctic Star Spear for conciseness. ?


 - Previously translated as “Blaze Refining Nine Prisons Saber,” I am opting to use “Blaze Refining Nine Hells Saber” and “Blaze Refining Saber” for short. ?
﻿Chapter 24: This Last Bullet Is For You

 Su Xing had long been prepared. The moment Elder Xiu thrust out the Firebolt Sword, Su Xing quickly sidestepped, completely avoiding the attack.


 Elder Xiu wasn’t about to die willingly. He threw out the talismans and artifacts he kept on himself, decades worth of items were all taken out until there was nothing left. This battle potential was not less than that of the Three Stars working together in harmony. [1] Still, though, his fate was decided; not only were the Three Stars he was facing all Heavenly Stars, there was also the resourceful Knowledge Star among the two highly capable warriors.


 Wu Xinjie’s “Wind Kill” Talisman turned into a beastly storm that first just gave Elder Xiu nowhere to escape. Then, Liu Qing’er’s Blaze Refining Saber hacked away, its cutting edge wrapped in a fierce flame. Its flaring fireworks easily incinerated the talismans Elder Xiu had thrown out.


 Just as there were the stars, sun and the moon, so too, did a cold light follow up. Lin Yingmei’s spear technique cleanly and swiftly cut through the artifacts, which didn’t even have the time to activate.


 The three great Star Generals completely surrounded Elder Xiu, suddenly leaving him in a rather desperate situation.


 Liu Qing’er’s first slash cut heavily into Elder Xiu’s body, and the spurts of blood were instantly vaporized by the flame on the blade’s edge. Elder Xiu yelped and tried to squeeze his fingers into a hand seal, only for a cold light to pass by and sever those fingers altogether. Finally, Lin Yingmei leapt magnificently before him, her cold and piercing eyes giving a look fierce enough to kill, and stabbed the Arctic Star Spear through Elder Xiu’s throat.


 His incantation abruptly stopped. [2]


 Even in death, Elder Xiu’s eyes remained fixed upon Su Xing to the very end, and his eyes revealed an unmistakable resentment for Su Xing. If he was still capable of thought, he perhaps would have recalled that time so long ago when he first saw the Astral Treasure “Round Star Buckled Moon” [3] and had been left breathless. [4] However, he was luckily able to escape by taking advantage of the sacrifices of countless other Star Cultivators.


 And this time, tragedy took the stage again.


 Yet he already had no chances for regret.
𝗳𝗿𝐞𝕖𝘄𝗲𝕓𝗻𝚘𝚟𝕖𝐥.𝚌𝕠𝕞

 In the blink of an eye, the Elder Xiu that previously had been pressuring Su Xing to death had himself been killed simply in a matter of seconds by three Star Generals.


 Upon seeing this, Su Xing’s heart still held a lingering fear. In actuality, Elder Xiu could not be blamed for being careless. In his battle with Su Xing, he did not hesitate to use the “Firebolt Sword” in order to obtain the “Profound Star Barrier.” This magical weapon was full of power, but its use necessitated that the Star Cultivator unceasingly instill a steady stream of Star Energy to maintain it. Otherwise, the Firebolt Sword is unusable.


 When he finally used the “Profound Star Barrier” to stave off defeat, most of his own power had already been exhausted. When the Three Stars danced together, Elder Xiu grew even weaker. [5] Therefore, he knew his next step had to be dragging Su Xing to the grave. Unfortunately, a completely prepared Su Xing would never abide by his wishes.


 Su Xing turned his gaze towards the Firebolt Sword. Due to the loss of a power source, the Firebolt had already turned into a red, but rather ordinary wooden sword. Su Xing didn’t even spend much time looking at it, and he stored it inside the Astral Bag he lifted from Elder Wen He. He looked around once more, and he discovered that the Deviance Star’s master was nowhere to be found.


 “Little Sis Liu Tang, I never expected to bump into you here, how fortunate.” Wu Xinjie playfully smiled, her copper chain now gone.


 Settling things with Elder Xiu did not mean that everything was over, and Lin Yingmei clenched two spears, [6] staring intently at Liu Qing’er. The Arctic Star Spear normally would never hesitate to attack, but she was an exception.


 The Red-Haired Demon turned the Blaze Refining Saber, the sword links clinking, playing with the cold friction.


 Wu Xinjie’s smile quickly disappeared as even she was able to tell something was wrong between the two. “Little sisters, you couldn’t be thinking of dueling here, right?”


 Liu Qing’er shot Wu Xinjie a sardonic look and returned to where Lin Yingmei was: “Lin Chong, that alliance just now happened only because I absolutely hate that old geezer. Don’t even think that what’s between us can be settled peacefully.”


 “Same here!” Lin Yingmei stated calmly.


 “You both should be sorry!” [7] Xun Huo emerged. He wore a prince’s robe, and he carried a stack of talismans in his hand. It seemed that in the time that they hadn’t seen him, he went to Prince Gou Zi’s to collect some weapons for the purpose of fighting Su Xing and Lin Yingmei. No wonder why he acted so proudly; victory was so close at hand for him. “Your current Star Energy isn’t even on the level of a beginner’s, how could you two ever face us!”


 They could even discern that Lin Yingmei’s Star Energy was in rapid decline, and never mind Su Xing. Having fought off two Nebula Stage Cultivators, his tenacity thus far was rather commendable.


 “Can’t you settle this duel when you go to the Liangshan Maiden Duel Grounds?” Wu Xinjie frowned.


 “How could we ever miss this opportunity, Qing’er, kill!” Xun Huo shouted, while at the same time, he threw out tens of paper talismans. These talismans turned into a net of light. This was the “Sky Shrouding Spider Web Talisman.” [8] Its target was not Su Xing, but Wu Xinjie. Having identified Wu Xinjie as an obstacle, the first thing to do was to prevent her from intervening in any way possible.


 As for Su Xing and Lin Yingmei who were now spent, Xun Huo simply didn’t bother with them.


 Liu Qing’er gave a feminine shout, and the Blaze Refining Saber flames began combining, interlocking layer upon layer. The first step would be an all-out Huangjie Sword Arts [9] attack.


 Nine Consecutive Hellfire Demonic Slash!!


 The monstrous flames were not a single bit inferior to those of the “Firebolt” Sword. Lin Yingmei’s spear swept forth a cold light, using the very last bit of her Star Energy to barely defend. Liu Qing’er saw an opening and hacked at Lin Yingmei’s head. Red flames swept over Lin Yingmei. There was no room for her to dodge, and she had to clutch her spear tightly with both hands in order to block. However, the forceful blade showed no signs of being delayed.


 Liu Qing’er grunted fiercely, and the strength she exerted suddenly increased.


 Lin Yingmei felt her wrists become heavy, her pace become unsteady, and she could see Liu Qing’er’s sword cut towards her own neck.


 The Star Breaker Golden Pill’s [10] side effects had begun to kick in, and Lin Yingmei felt her body begin to fatigue. Her only choice was to retreat, to create some distance.


 But Liu Qing’er’s cold and brilliant blade still cut into Lin Yingmei, cutting a wound so deep that bone could be seen.


 Taking advantage of Lin Yingmei’s sluggish actions, Liu Qing’er rushed forward without hesitation, the Blaze Refining Saber intent on drawing even more blood.


 SFX: Peng! (Bang!)


 A crisp noise blasted from the sidelines.


 A silver line blasted between Liu Qing’er and Lin Yingmei, catching the girl off guard and forcing her to retreat. Turning her head, the one who opened fire was none other than Su Xing.


 “Qing’er, leave him to me!”


 Xun Huo gave a cold grin and tens of golden swords shot out.


 Liu Qing’er was indifferent, and the Blaze Refining Saber again cut towards Lin Yingmei, spear and sword biting at each other, slamming against each other. The strength of Liu Qing’er’s attacks gradually grew stronger and strong, whereas Lin Yingmei began to become increasingly slow.


 Her parries began to only barely keep up.


 When Su Xing saw this, he felt anxious from the bottom of his heart. “Xun Huo, you moron, didn’t you learn your lesson last time? Could it be you just don’t have even a shred of the ability needed to sign a contract with her?”


 “You must be talking about yourself.” Xun Huo scornfully replied. “You were lucky the last time. This time, I won’t give you the chance.” Su Xing could only see Xun Huo tap his pocket, but when he did, a curved red shadow flew out from within the bag.


 The red shadow expanded and swept around Su Xing, covering him from head to toe.


 But Su Xing was just waiting for this opportunity. He suddenly twisted his body and used the “Chaotic Tail Escape Technique,” [11] disappearing into thin air before Xun Huo’s very eyes.


 How could Xun Huo have known that Su Xing unexpectedly learned this bizarre and uncommon escape technique during the last few days. And he thought his own artifact, “Magical Fire Fragrant Handkerchief,” [12] had nabbed Su Xing.


 Though he kept up his poker face, his heart had begun to sink. Suddenly, he glanced a chilling light.


 Xun Huo’s face suddenly paled.


 How is this happening?


 “This last bullet is for you.”


 This was an unrelenting declaration, and Xun Huo was frozen in place, trembling.


 Within the darkness, there came the crisp sound of a string being severed.


 And someone whimpered.
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﻿Chapter 25: The Falling Deviance Star

 Xun Huo already held a sense of fear towards that strange artifact Su Xing carried, but how could he have expected that Su Xing would also have an even stranger escape technique. By the time he realized this, Su Xing had already emerged behind him, with Silver Blade’s barrel pressed against Xun Huo’s head, [1] continuously releasing Star Energy.


 If this was any other artifact, then Xun Huo’s Star Energy Barrier might have given him a chance. But Su Xing’s handgun was something unheard of across the entire Liangshan Continent. When its bullets left its barrel, its power was comparable to a Nebula Stage Artifact, and when coupled with its rapid fire capability at such a close range, even a Nebula Early Stage cultivator would have a hard time. Needless to say, Xun Huo was only at Stardust Late Stage.


 Only able to utter a pitiful cry, a silvery lead slug burrowed through Xun Huo’s head, mashing brain then breaking through and emerging from his forehead.


 Every poor soul that died under Xun Huo’s hand had the same expression, one of unimaginable shock. Xun Huo fell, breathing his last.


 Meanwhile, the Red-Haired Demon Liu Qing’er was an unstoppable force with her Blaze Refining Saber overcoming all obstacles, hitting Lin Yingmei back again and again, each blow harder to ward off. The Majestic Star was already reduced to using her instincts to barely defend against Liu Qing’er’s frenzied onslaught, the demonic flame upon the blade unceasingly injuring her.


 “Lin Chong, could it be you won’t resort to using your Huangjie Spear Arts?” [2] Liu Qing’er shouted, sweeping her Blaze Refining Saber, its fire swirling around and becoming a bloody light.


 Lin Yingmei gave a grunt and struck a blow directly at her foe.


 “Or should I say, you haven’t even comprehended it at all?!” The Devance Star smiled coldly. The Blaze Refining Saber turned a bright red, faintly revealing a dark color. “Then let this little sister send you to Maiden Mountain!”


 She rushed forward, imposing, with her blade raised.


 Lin Yingmei retreated, staggering, leaving herself wide open.


 Liu Qing’er did not hesitate to bring her sword down, but at this moment, her entire body stopped and seemed to have been held in place. It felt as if her soul had been ripped out of her, inducing a great pain, a bloody mist spraying violently from her throat.


 “Young Master!!” Liu Qing’er was aghast, turning her head in time to behold the scene of Su Xing ending Xun Huo with his gun.


 Her mind was suddenly shattered!


 Star Maiden and Star Master prospered together, and they languished together. After signing the Star Duel Covenant, even if the Star General was dissatisfied or angry with her master, she could only obey. During battle, she would use all of her strength to work together with her master. Liu Qing’er knew that her own master’s cultivation was one rank above Su Xing’s, that Su Xing was already having a difficult time and was clearly tired.. Liu Qing’er thought that even if her master let her down, she could still get by if she killed Lin Chong.


 She didn’t think at all that in just a short amount of time, Xun Huo would be the one done in.


 The moment her contractor died, Liu Qing’er’s life energy suffered significant injury. Even with her heart shaken by horror, she thought she could sort things out after killing Lin Chong. If this were any other opponent, then maybe there could be a chance, but in front of her was Lin Chong, the Majestic Star “Panther Head” Lin Chong, an absolutely terrific fighter.


 When her contract was broken, the time Liu Qing’er spent out of focus exposed a fatal opening in her combat effectiveness. Lin Yingmei did not think, her body moving out of pure instinct, surging forward with a step of her foot.


 The Arctic Star Spear sent forth a stunning and beautiful white line, and Liu Qing’er, still in shock, raised her Blaze Refining Saber.


 Cold silver light and blazing fireworks locked together in a struggle where time seemed to cease its flow. [3]


 Liu Qing’er opened her eyes wide, watching as the icy cold spear edge broke through her Blaze Refining Saber’s block, and then run through her heart. “Lin Chong, I’m jealous that you have such a master!” Liu Qing’er clutched the spear’s handle, revealing her envious expression. The flames of the Blaze Refining Saber began to extinguish.


 “You’d better serve him well!”


 “It goes without saying!” said the crouching Lin Yingmei, looking up at Liu Qing’er.


 “Eh, still, it’s a shame you haven’t yet learned your Huangjie Spear Arts.” Liu Qing’er suddenly gasped, grasping her Blaze Refining Saber.


 Lin Yingmei brought herself to one knee and suddenly pulled out her spear. The Arctic Star Spear was soaked in the Deviance Star’s blood, its cold light even more clear than before.


 Liu Qing’er had all the strength pulled out of her as well. Finally, she stared blankly at Xun Huo, or was it Su Xing. Finally, she heaved a sigh, and her body turned into a fiery star that scattered across the land.


 In the middle of the sky, a Crimson Star then emitted a light that was just like daylight, illuminating the earth. A red mist [4] shot straight into Su Xing’s body, and the rest of the blue stars looked as if they lost their support. A beautiful arc was drawn across the sky, falling into a magnificent pillar in a place far away — Maiden Mountain!


 The Deviance Star had fallen.


 When that red light fell into Su Xing’s body, Su Xing’s entire body felt as if it was aflame. A vigorous Star Energy expanded within his body, and Su Xing felt endless discomfort. This feeling was more profound than when he was practicing the Chaotic Tail Escape Technique.


 The sound of marching boots suddenly erupted from a nearby street.


 The Grand Border City that was caught in a battle between Star Cultivators had been appallingly destroyed. The outside of the city had been almost completely flattened, and Prince Gou Zi’s palace had been engulfed in bright red flames.


 “Avenge Prince Gou Zi!”


 “Capture the assassin!”


 Thousands of officers and men issued orders in a thundering voice that forced its way in every single direction.


 “We need to leave quickly!” Wu Xinjie explained, propping Su Xing up by the arm. [5]


 Lin Yingmei nodded, both hands clenching her spear, collecting the very last bit of her Star Energy, the Arctic Star Spear stabbed heavily into the ground by the young girl.


 SFX: CRASH!


 The earth was cut wide open into a trench tens of meters deep, cutting off the soldiers’ path.


 The three quickly retreated.


 —In a cave ten kilometers away from Grand Border City.—


 Su Xing was cross-legged, mixing this new Star Energy and letting its violence enter his meridians. The Star Energy inside his body was also slightly more vigorous. The burning sensation became hotter, and Su Xing was already dripping with cold sweat. Receiving the burns and making hand seals, when suddenly, dozens of red lights flew from his fingertips and condensed before Su Xing’s eyes, slowly fusing. When the fire finally faded, a gleaming demonic blade floated suspended before him.


 Blaze Refining Nine Hells Saber!


 Su Xing carved his Divine Intent into it, and the Blaze Refining Saber issued a rich ringing noise. Its links shaking, Su Xing leisurely swung it about for a bit before storing it inside his Astral Bag.


 Wu Xinjie witnessed the entire spectacle and couldn’t help but give a small sigh: “The Deviance Star reaped what she sowed.” [6]


 Su Xing was silent.


 After the last battle, the three were very exhausted, especially Lin Yingmei who took a “Star Breaker Golden Pill” after having her Star Energy extracted and was now extremely weak. Leaning against the wall without even an ounce of strength, it was only when she saw that Su Xing experienced no major problems that she slowly closed her eyes to rest.


 Although it was a bitter fight, the harvest of their victory was extremely fruitful.


 Su Xing always wanted to obtain an Astral Bag that could store everything at once, and now he had three. There were also the Nebula Rank Artifacts, such as Xun Tian Daoist’s “Dragon Binding Whisk,” [7] Wen He’s “Thunder Cry Sword,” Elder Xiu’s “Firebolt Sword,” and Xun Huo’s “Magical Fire Fragrant Handkerchief.” The rest of the pills, herbs, energy stones, and talismans were innumerable and in all sorts of varieties.


 But the biggest surprise was the Deviance Star Liu Qing’er’s Destined Weapon comparable to an Astral Treasure, the “Blaze Refining Saber.” Wu Xinjie said that after a Star General falls, that Destined Weapon would belong to the victor. If he continuously refined the Blaze Refining Saber, as time passed, the technique of the Deviance Star would become his.


 Fortunately, because Liu Qing’er had learned the Huangjie Sword Arts, Su Xing could also use it immediately. On the other hand he still wanted the next step of the art, but the “Crimson Heart Demon Flame” was needed to refine the Blaze Refining Saber, and this didn’t look to be an easy task.


 “Wu Xinjie, take whatever you want; this here is your share.”Su Xing looked blankly at the Knowledge Star. “Although you set us up, seeing as how you helped at the very end for my sake, let’s be clear between the two of us. From here, we go our own ways.” [8]


 “If you want to go to war now, I’ll oblige you!” Su Xing declared heavily.


 Upon hearing these ruthless words, the Knowledge Star Wu Xinjie reluctantly bit her lips, full of resentment. [9]


 1. And here drama takes precedence over military tactics. A trained soldier would know to never press their weapon against someone, much less enter and NOT shoot at point blank range. ?
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﻿Chapter 26: A Pair of Beauties Under One Master

 Wu Xinjie wanted to speak, but suddenly, Lin Yingmei, who was to the side, collapsed onto the floor.


 Su Xing came over to help her, rushing hastily to Lin Yingmei’s side, extending his hand. The young girl’s debilitated state was graver than they thought.


 “What’s happening?” Su Xing asked Wu Xinjie this perplexing question.


 Wu Xinjie frowned, explaining: “The effects of the ‘Star Breaker Golden Pill’ are probably kicking in.”


 “Just what the hell did you give to Yingmei?” Star Breaker Golden Pill? Upon hearing this name, Su Xing had an ill sense of foreboding.


 The Star Breaker Golden Pill is considered one of Liangshan Continent’s secret medicines. It enables any Star Cultivator to gain a sudden overflow of Star Energy. This type of overflow wasn’t simply a replenishment of Star Energy, and it could raise Star Energy to the highest point that it could be called a lethal weapon to turn the tide. There was a price, of course. Even though it would not really destroy every meridian like Wu Xinjie said it would, overexertion would definitely lead to the user being very weak for quite some time.


 “Young master, you needn’t worry. If you let Yingmei go to the Star Nest [1] recuperate, she should recover in ten days.” Wu Xinjie comforted Su Xing.


 “And where is this Star Nest.” Su Xing frowned.


 Wu Xinjie stared blankly for a second. Then blinking her eyes, she giggled: “Young master, could it be that Yingmei hasn’t even informed you of this at all?”


 Su Xing shook his head.


 “This is definitely the Majestic Star’s style.” Wu Xinjie tried to stifle a laugh.


 Apparently, this “Star Nest” was produced when a Star Cultivator and a Star Maiden contracted with one another, and it was akin to a sort of “astral” space. This sort of space was opened by each other’s Astral Crests, and the Star Generals that sign contracts are able to retreat to the Star Nest to recover. Because Star Generals are unable to cultivate Star Energy, they therefore enter the Star Nest to share the Star Energy of their Master in order to grow their own. And this is one reason why Star Generals sign Star Duel Covenants with Star Masters. [2]


 Only by doing so can the Earthly Fiends’ Star Energy exceed the most powerful Heavenly Spirits.


 “So it turns out there was something like this.” Su Xing opened his mouth to speak.


 The Knowledge Star Wu Xinjie thought this was obvious: “It’s perfectly normal. Signing the Star Duel Covenant doesn’t only mean that every other Star General is an enemy. It’s those cultivators that are the biggest threat. Ordering a Star General into the Star Nest is a great way to hide people from prying eyes. It hides their identity, otherwise, you’d die a hundred time before even reaching Maiden Mountain.”


 Su Xing thought this way as well. If Star Generals so obviously stayed at their master’s side, even blind people could see who they were, and they would suffer innumerable deaths by that time. But as for Lin Chong, telling her to stay in the Star Nest would perhaps be a sort of humiliation.


 Wu Xinjie also took the moment to inform Su Xing the method of how to open the Star Nest.


 It was actually very simple. Su Xing pointed his hand at Lin Yingmei’s forehead, and the Astral Crest on the young girl’s forehead began to emit light. Lin Yingmei cracked open her eyes slightly.


 “Yingmei, so that you can get better, go cultivate in the Star Nest for the time being.” Su Xing.


 Lin Yingmei softly voiced her assent, and then she closed her eyes once more.


 The pair’s Astral Crests began to shine together, and suddenly, Lin Yingmei’s figure disappeared into thin air, as if she was a ghost.


 Su Xing got a strange feeling, as if another soul had invaded him, and his mind seemed as if it got another power.


 “However, Yingmei’s weakness is great, and she can’t bear her injuries. Young master, if you want to restore her quickly, Xinjie has a divine physician friend that could perhaps have some recipes. Xinjie can take Young Master there.” Wu Xinjie said shadily.


 As if Su Xing could not hear the true meaning behind her words.


 “I’m very thankful for everything you’ve done, however, we should still part ways here.” Su Xing’s attitude was resolute. Traveling the road together with a person that would mastermind a trap to hurt their own, even if she redeemed herself slightly from this failing towards the end, Su Xing wasn’t that eager to shoot himself in the foot.


 Only the heavens knew what sort of tricks this resourceful Knowledge Star would play.


 “But, why?” Wu Xinjie could not understand. [3]


 “Why, you say?” Su Xing asked back.


 Recalling their encounter at Grand Border City, Wu Xinjie quietly sighed. “Even if Xinjie could give Young Master the very best soul techniques, the greatest and most powerful talismans and artifacts, would Young Master’s heart still not move?”


 Su Xing did not reply, but his expression revealed that he acquiesced with her words. [4]


 “Very well, then. Xinjie has only one very last request!” Wu Xinjie bit her lip, still holding out hope.


 “What request is this?”


 Wu Xinjie came closer, the tip of her nose almost sticking onto Su Xing’s face, the faint fragrance of Begonia flowers drifting into his nostrils.


 “If Young Master could contract with two Star Generals at once, then would Young Master please contract with Xinjie?”


 Su Xing nodded his head. Ignoring the fact that she was the Knowledge Star for now, since she tended to him for the past few days, he held a good impression of her.


 Wu Xinjie gave a playful smile, suddenly closed her eyes, stood tiptoe and kissed Su Xing’s lips. It was like a bright flame, and the terror froze his body in place.


 The young girl was as tempting as a lilac, as fragrant as an orchid, and also fierce. Su Xing felt his entire body go out of control. He had a sort of deja vu, feeling as though he were being sucked out of his body. His forehead shined, but the difference was that there wasn’t that type of distinct burning. Rather, it was like gently running water soothing his face.


 Wu Xinjie opened her eyes, that pair of great, clear eyes showing surprise, embarrassment and excitement. The Knowledge Star’s kiss was full of heat, and the sensation lingered.


 A few short dozens of seconds felt longer than a century.


 Su Xing kept swallowing down his saliva, staring at Wu Xinjie looking completely surprised, especially at her forehead, with that gorgeous and dazzling crest, with its bright and vivid style.


 The young girl was more surprised than even he, and she joyfully jumped and jumped, almost as if she was a child.


 “What’s going on?” Su Xing still couldn’t believe this.


 Wu Xinjie calmed down and licked her lips seductively, “Young Master, Xinjie can let you “ride” her like a horse in the future…” [5]


 “Did we really sign a Star Duel Covenant?” Su Xing touched his forehead. He didn’t feel at all that the contract with Lin Yingmei was broken. In other words…?


 “Congratulations to young master for obtaining more beauties.” [6] Wu Xinjie blushed shyly.


 Su Xing thought that only one Star Duel Covenant could be signed. It never occurred to him that he could sign a second one, but thinking again, this wasn’t actually a bad thing. From the bottom of his heart, he didn’t really want to become enemies with Wu Xinjie.


 After signing this unexpected contract, Wu Xinjie’s downcast mood was swept away, and she was indescribably happy. As if she were moving house, she pulled out every single thing from inside her Astral Bag. [7] Besides that “Heart Like Mirrors Absolute Sincerity Soul Technique,” there was a copy of the “Thirty-six Roads Hidden Star Technique” that described techniques to hide Star Energy. Since Wu Xinjie couldn’t cultivate this technique, she gave it to Su Xing. In addition, she had hundreds of low rank talismans, dozens of middle rank talismans, as well as a single high rank talisman.


 The rest of the Crystal Spirit Jade wasn’t few in number either.


 Seeing those “Splashing Fire,” “Wind Kill,” “Drawing Thunder,” “Earth Escape” and even a copy of the terrifying “Heavenly Calamity” talismans, Su Xing’s brow was filled with sweat. If he had actually raised a hand against Wu Xinjie just now, he would’ve had his fill with these talismans. As Star Generals are unable to use artifacts, these talismans just became Wu Xinjie’s life-savers, but Su Xing didn’t even want hers.


 However, it can be said that even if she took third place, no one would know how she got those excellent items. In this regard, the Knowledge Star’s explanation: She doesn’t have overwhelming force, nor does she possess any powerful spells, so for the Young Master’s sake, she needed to prepare. After all she was the Knowledge Star, the Resourceful Star, Wu Yong. Being married to the Young Master meant her dowry could not be small.


 Since they already signed the contract, Su Xing again recalled what Wu Xinjie said about her divine physician friend: “Can your friend really treat Lin Yingmei?”


 “Of course.” Wu Xinjie giggled. “The Star Breaker Golden Pill was a recipe created by her.”


 “She’s this incredible? Then is she a Star General, too?”


 “‘Tis so. The “Efficacious Star,” Divine Physician An Daoquan!!” Wu Xinjie batted her eyes.
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﻿Chapter 27: The “Efficacious Star” An Suwen

 Three months later.


 Rippling Wave Kingdom, at the Heavenly River outside Heavenly Water City, a ferry slowly approached the dock.


 A young man wearing a simple but elegant gown stood at the bow of the vessel, gazing at Heavenly River City’s pavilions, which were ubiquitous. He mumbled: “So this is Heavenly Water City?”


 The ferry’s fisherman laughed after he heard the youth’s words: “You came at just the right time, dear guest. Heavenly Water City is about to convene the Water and Land Assembly, so dear guest is fortunate enough to witness this event.”


 “Could you explain a bit more about this Water and Land Assembly?” the young man asked, curious.


 The fishermen did love to speak: “This Water and Land Assembly is an event that the Rippling Wave Kingdom holds but every fifty years. His Majesty will invite all manners of supernatural beings, pray at the Dragon Flower Terrace for blessings and good weather, for peace and prosperity. It is said that if Heaven above hears his prayers, then they will drop the amazing Water Thunder [1] in response to His Majesty’s request…”


 “Huh, that’s new, I didn’t know about the Blooming Water Divine Thunder at all.”


 Hearing about this talk of the divine, from the side suddenly came an arrogant voice.


 The young man unconsciously glanced and saw a 24-25 year old youth. He was immaculate, almost scholarly, and he seemed to know some inside details of the Water and Land Assembly. Upon hearing the fisherman’s words, he couldn’t help but snort.


 “Blooming Water Divine Thunder? On the contrary, I’ve heard about the Blooming Water Sect. I don’t know how these two things are related.” The fisherman asked, slightly embarrassed.


 The expression upon the youth’s face was cheerless, ignoring the fisherman. After the ferry reached the shore, he haughtily and calmly left.


 The plainly and elegantly dressed young man also disembarked from the ferry, taking a thoughtful look at that youth.


 “Young Master, do you wish to inquire a bit more about this Blooming Water Divine Thunder?” from within the sea of his mind came a cute and pretty voice.


 “Sounds like it’s something dangerous. Forget about it, let’s first find that friend the Efficacious Star that you spoke of.” The young man shook his head.


 He was Su Xing, of course.


 Traveling land and sea, he endured a continuous hell for three months before finally arriving at Rippling Wave Kingdom from the Thousand Mounts Kingdom.


 Heavenly Water City is Rippling Wave Kingdom’s state capital, and it was on another level of splendor compared to Grand Border City. With towering buildings and temples as far as the eye could see, there was also a greater number of Star Cultivators.


 After entering the main entrance, Su Xing sensed at least 30 Star Cultivators.


 The Health Cottage! [2]


 Su Xing raised his head to look at the plaque, with its forceful [3] and powerful grass script, [4] there was no mistake that this was the place.


 “Dear customer, are you here for a checkup or to pick up medicine?” The shop assistant within the store welcomed him with a smile.


 “I’m here for your shopkeeper.” [5] Su Xing said.


 “I don’t know your name, dear customer?”


 “Just say Xinjie is looking for her.”


 “Please wait a moment.”


 Su Xing sat on a chair, idly sizing up the cottage. It was clean, bright, and the air carried with it the faint fragrance of grass. A shop assistant and a doctor were kept steadily busy filling prescriptions and checking patients, respectively. Everything looked to be in good order. If it wasn’t for Wu Xinjie telling him that this place’s boss was Liangshan’s 56th seat Efficacious Star, Divine Physician An Daoquan, Su Xing definitely would not have believed it.


 A short while later, the assistant came back out. “Dear customer, inside, please!”


 Su Xing was brought into a room, “The shopkeeper is currently refining medicine. Please wait first, Dear customer.” [6]


 When the shop assistant left, a phantom left from Su Xing’s body, and thus a beautiful girl emerged.


 “It really is boring inside the Star Nest.”


 Wu Xinjie patted her face.


 Su Xing rolled his eyes at her, “Wasn’t it you who went into the Star Nest yourself?”


 “Young Master, it couldn’t be helped.” Wu Xinjie grieved: “This place is not as remote as the Song Clan Village. Many Star Cultivators come here, and if Young Master and I stayed together, in the case we roused suspicion, then much trouble will be brought to Young Master.”


 Knowing how considerate she was, Su Xing smiled. However, speaking of the Song Clan Village, he remembered something.
𝓯𝓻𝒆𝙚𝒘𝓮𝙗𝓷𝒐𝓿𝙚𝒍.𝙘𝓸𝙢

 “Since your real name is called ‘Wu Xinjie,’ how are you a member of the Song Clan Village?”


 “Ah, this?” Wu Xinjie eyeballs turned, and giving a sly smile: “That’s because the Song Clan Village thought Young Master and I were together.”


 Su Xing stared blankly, and he quickly understood what she meant. Actually, Wu Xinjie claimed to those Song Clan Villagers that she and he were together, but she claimed to Su Xing that she was one of the villagers, keeping both sides in the dark. “A classic use of asymmetric information!” Su Xing really admired Wu Xinjie’s thought process.


 Still idling about with nothing to do, Su Xing walked before the bookshelf. On top were many books about herbs, concerning Liangshan Continent’s pill techniques. Su Xing knew very little, so he curiously grabbed a copy of “A Treatise on the Essence of Solutions”, [7] and with great relish, an aroma arose as he flipped through the book.


 After reading for a bit, a curtain was pulled open. Su Xing set down the book that was in his hand, and he was a beautiful girl with a graceful figure enter.


 “Sister Xinjie, long time no see.” The young girl’s voice was sweet and pleasant. Seeing Su Xing, she raised her brows: “About this young master, Sister Xinjie, did you just seduce him?”


 “This is Xinjie’s Master.” [5] Wu Xinjie giggled.


 The young girl covered her mouth, her eyes revealing her obvious surprise: “Young master is very fortunate, I am An Suwen.”


 “Su Xing.”


 Su Xing looked at this beautiful Efficacious Star, with her shapely eyebrows and bright eyes. She was vividly adorable, and her face was very refined.


 “Suwen, have you still not found a contractor?” [9] Wu Xinjie asked.


 “Suwen can only save people; she can’t kill people.” An Suwen dismissed the question with a laugh: “Sister Xinjie didn’t bring the young master to simply visit Suwen, right?


 “In fact, I have a companion that I want you to see.” Su Xing asked a question within his consciousness, and Lin Yingmei acknowledged with an “En.” Then a brilliant light filled the room.


 Lin Yingmei also emerged into the room.


 The way An Suwen stared with her large, round eyes was very cute. “Two…”


 “Xinjie’s Master is a genius, right.” Wu Xinjie said proudly.


 Lin Yingmei coldly snorted.


 Su Xing made brief introductions, asking Lin Yingmei to fill An Suwen in on the situation. After cultivating within the Star Nest for three months, Lin Yingmei had been able to restore only three-tenths of her former Star Energy. At this rate, it would take at least seven months. Su Xing could wait, however, Lin Yingmei definitely could wait no longer.


 “Sister Yingmei, using the Star Breaker Golden Pill has heavily injured your life energy. Though, it isn’t impossible to increase the speed of your recovery.” An Suwen read her pulse and announced her diagnosis.


 “Are there any solutions?” Su Xing asked.


 “The solution is very simple, it’s just that the next bit is…” An Suwen hesitated.


 “Suwen, don’t be so dramatic. If it helps Yingmei recover more quickly, then Xinjie will owe you one.”


 “Since Sister Xinjie put it that way, then fine.” An Suwen smiled helplessly.


 Su Xing couldn’t figure out what she was going to do, and he only saw her tightly shut the big door to the room. [10] Then, An Suwen held Lin Yingmei’s wrist, and she began to meditate. Su Xing saw her entire body emit a faint light that looked as though the Star General would rank up. A weak breath slowly spread throughout Lin Yingmei’s body, and Lin Yingmei began to improve rapidly.


 “This is the Efficacious Star Divine Physician’s Huangjie Technique: Spiritual Aura Distribution!” Wu Xinjie said stealthily. “It can recover a target amount of Star Energy, and it can boost vitality.”


 Su Xing nodded his head, this was really amazing.


 “Hee, does Young Master wish to receive her from the bottom of your heart?” Wu Xinjie giggled.


 “I am not that deranged yet.” Su Xing snapped.


 1. 水雷 This is difficult to translate since this is actually a type of marine explosive. I’ve chosen Thunder because context in a later chapter suggests the object in question to be related to the lightning element rather than a god raining down explosions upon the world… ?


 2. 健康草堂 ?


 3. 蒼勁有力的草體 This is describing the handwriting. ?


 4. This is a style of calligraphy ?


 5. ( ?° ?? ?°) ?


 6. Welcome to Waiting Room B. ?


 7. 解精微論 ?


 8. ( ?° ?? ?°) ?


 9. I’ll bet she has an offer that cannot be refused… ?


 10. I’m assuming she does this because she would give away the fact she’s a yet to be contracted Star Maiden otherwise. ?
﻿Chapter 28: Blooming Water Divine Thunder

 After a certain period of time, a tired An Suwen finally ended the healing, soaked in a sweet and fragrant sweat.


 “How is she?” Su Xing asked, concerned.


 “Young Master can be considered amazing, you know? Sister Yingmei’s Star Energy is an unending stream. Suwen could only recover a small fraction of it.” An Suwen knew in an instant that Lin Yingmei’s Star Energy was extraordinary. Words could not express her respect and wonder.


 “Could it be that even you, the Divine Physician, doesn’t have a solution?” Wu Xinjie asked.


 An Suwen lightly smiled: “I will go and mix some more herbs for some Recovery Potion. With the aid of my ‘Spiritual Aura Distribution,’ it will probably take a little more than ten days to fully heal. However, going by this means that the young master will have to stay in Heavenly Water City for some time.”


 When Su Xing heard that it would only take around ten days for Lin Yingmei to recover, he breathed a sigh of relief. This was far better than seven months.


 “I’ll have the shop assistants arrange a guest room for the young master.” An Suwen said An Suwen as she wiped her sweat. It seems her fatigue was not light.


 “Please do.” Su Xing said.


 After she left the room, Wu Xinjie shadily smiled: “Young Master, the Divine Physician is great, isn’t she.”


 “Is she really not going to sign a Star Duel Covenant?” Su Xing could not understand. He had always thought all the 108 Star Maidens were required to do so.


 “It seems Young Master is completely mistaken.” Wu Xinjie shook her head. But in fact, this wasn’t the case. When the Maiden Mountain launched the 108 Stars, the Star Duels could only be considered a curtain raiser, and the prologue was the signing of a Star Duel Covenant between Star Maiden and Star Master. The Star Generals that successfully signed a contract had the qualifications to rush to Maiden Mountain. However, signing a Star Duel Covenant definitely was not a necessary condition. In fact, besides being able to split Star Energy and having a companion to lend a helping hand, the reason why Star Generals would contract with Star Masters is that only after signing a contract are they qualified to reach Maiden Mountain’s actual peak.


 In the Star Duels of the past, there were actually many very pretentious Star Maidens that disdained and spurned the contract.


 The Majestic Star Panther Head Lin Chong is considered the best example of this. Since the beginning of the very first Star Duel, every generation’s Star Maidens didn’t sign a contract with just anyone; but Star Duel rules dictate that when the sky is filled with a requisite number of Crimson Stars, only then will Maiden Mountain open. Therefore, there is only one ending for those that didn’t sign contracts–if she didn’t kill every single Star Master, then she would become the footstool of one.


 “Even Young Master saw this. An Suwen doesn’t have it in her to kill people at all. Star Masters that sign a contract with her will inevitably become a target for all of Liangshan Continent to kill. How, then, would anyone be willing to do such a thing?” Wu Xinjie sighed.


 After hearing everything the Knowledge Star said, Su Xing had a deeper understanding of the cruelty of the Star Duels for Maiden Mountain.


 What was going on in the head of the Liangshan Maiden when she created the Star Maidens? Su Xing was indeed curious.


 Aware that the mood had taken its ups and downs, Su Xing sat cross legged and took out the “Heart Like Mirrors Absolute Sincerity Soul Technique.” After trying just five seals, a warm aura, like running water, passed through his internal organs. All of a sudden, Su Xing felt tranquil. His eyes bright, he realized that his body’s Star Energy had also increased greatly.


 This “Heart Like Mirrors” Technique was indeed a Soul Technique that countless people all over the Liangshan Continent pursued for hundreds of years. Soul Techniques had three realms, each level consisting of ten techniques. The first level, “Stable Heart,” cultivated the mind. Whatever happened, one must keep still and unshaken. Using the Absolute Sincerity Technique didn’t only help him absorb the Deviance Star’s Star Energy, it was even indispensable for when he cultivated the Chaotic Tail Escape. The pain of death was not like a tranquilizer, and the two complemented each other [1] to the point that practicing them together was like putting a fish back in water. [2]


 During these past three months, Su Xing not only broke through the twenty-eighth gate stage, even his Star Energy rushed to Stardust Late Stage in one fell swoop. Now, Su Xing could clearly feel that the dusty Star Energy in his body was currently slowly fusing and condensing into something more cloudy. He had already arrived at the critical juncture where “Stardust” condensed into “Nebula.”


 He tried again and again to condense everything, but his Star Energy would always disperse in the end.


 “It looks like refusing to use the Six Senses Recovery Pill won’t work.” Su Xing opened his eyes, helpless. The Six Senses Recovery Pill was a pill he found when searching through Wen He’s Astral Bag. It was a miracle drug that was used to break through bottlenecks. This Elder Wen He seemed to have been approaching Nebula Middle Stage, and most of the ingredients for the recipe had already been collected. He was only missing a Mist Cloud Seed. However, now that he was dead, this worked to Su Xing’s benefit.


 Not long after, An Suwen held a bottle of Recovery Potion and administered a dose to Lin Yingmei. In particular, she made clear that Star Energy could not be used within ten hours of ingesting the medicine.


 Seeing her care so much for herself, Lin Yingmei also showed just a trace of gratitude.


 “After all, the Star Breaker Golden Pill was refined by Suwen. Suwen should fulfill her share of the responsibility.” An Suwen definitely had a sense of duty befitting the Divine Physician.


 Su Xing now recalled the time the fisherman spoke about Heavenly Water City, and he asked curiously: “Little Sister Suwen, do you know what the Blooming Water Divine Thunder is?”


 “Blooming Water Divine Thunder?” An Suwen expressed surprise upon hearing this name, “So it turns out the young master also wants to obtain the Divine Thunder?”


 “Is this Blooming Water Divine Thunder very powerful?” Wu Xinjie blinked her eyes.


 “Even Sister Knowledge Star doesn’t know about this? But Sister drifted all over Liangshan Continent, so not knowing is normal, I suppose.” [3] An Suwen explained: “Creative Gold, Receptive Wood, Blooming Water, Clinging Fire, and Gentle Earth are Liangshan Continent’s Five Elements Astonishing Thunders, [4] and they are extremely powerful. If you can refine Blooming Water Thunder in your body, you can control it at will. Sister Xinjie should know what this means.”


 Su Xing was very moved. Three months before, he was just able to experience fighting two Star Cultivators that could control lightning at Grand Border City. One was a Crying Thunder God, and one was Earthly Fire Heavenly Lightning. He’s suffered enough under lightning techniques. However, these two types of lightning techniques required close contact with the artifact’s own power in order to be used. Even so, their powers still could not be underestimated. [5]


 If a Star Cultivator was able to refine the Divine Thunder, there was no medium needed to refine it. Just thinking about it was scary enough.


 Wu Xinjie’s eyes shone. She had an idea.


 “Is the Water and Land Assembly related?” Lin Yingmei asked.


 “I heard the Water and Land Assembly is a smokescreen for the Blooming Water Sword Sect. Suwen has admitted many Blooming Water Sword Sect disciples, and I heard from their own mouths that every fifty years, the Heavenly River and the Dragon Flower Terrace will open a hole to the Dragon Flower Cave. The Blooming Water Sword Sect will send disciples into the ‘Flower Dragon Cave’ to go take Blooming Water Divine Thunder.”


 “However, you thought that Young Master wanted to take the Thunder, why?” Wu Xinjie exposed her excitement: “Could you be saying that Young Master is also able to go obtain it?”


 “To enter the Flower Dragon Cave, your Star Energy must form a cloud. Your lows and highs will all be resolved by the Blooming Water. For this reason at this time, not only are there the Blooming Water Sword Sect’s disciples, but the Ten Kingdoms of Liangshan, the Hundred Great Doors School, and thousands of ordinary Star Cultivators will all try to rush into the Flower Dragon Cave. Especially since the start of the Star Duels, everywhere fears that Star Masters will grow great in number. As far as Suwen knows, Heavenly Water City currently has at least four thousand Star Cultivators.” An Suwen shook her head and sighed. “The Blooming Water Sword Sect is also a powerful foe. It seems that when the time comes and it is set off, there will be a reign of terror.” [6]


 Su Xing’s group was dumbfounded upon hearing this. This was actually fairly obvious. If Star Cultivators were to obtain the Blooming Water Divine Thunder, there was no doubt in the future that they would hold a great advantage in Star Duels. It was also obvious why it drew in so many people’s desires, and what Su Xing heard was all just around the corner.


 “However, the Flower Dragon Cave will not allow any Star Generals to enter inside, so if Young Master wants to go, he must consider things clearly. Since ancient times, the number of Star Masters that fell are not few.” An Suwen reminded thoughtfully.


 Su Xing nodded his head. The most pressing matter was definitely to first boost his Star Energy to the Nebula Stage, otherwise it was a waste of time to think of anything else.


 “Oh, right, Sister Xinjie, Heavenly Water City’s south side recently revealed an ancient tomb puzzle. If you’re interested, Sister Xinjie can go try to solve it. The Star Cultivators that recently arrived all go there, but there hasn’t been a person able to solve that puzzle yet.” Having suddenly remembered this, An Suwen lightly smiled.


 1. Recall that the Chaotic Tail Escape Technique is a very painful technique to practice. Thus, by using the two together, Su Xing is able to suppress the pain enough that he can practice the technique. ?


 2. An idiom that means everything was made easier. ?


 3. If she drifted all over the place, I don’t think it’s normal that she hasn’t heard about it. ?


 4. “乾金、坤木、癸水、離火、巽土，梁山大陸五行奇雷” I’ll have to be honest here. I have no idea how to translate these due to some ambiguity with the characters used. I haven’t much clue about how Bagua relates to the story thus far, so these names may change in the future. Also, contextually, I believe 雷 is being used as “Thunder” rather than as “weapon” in this context. ?


 5. And this is why I believe it’s “Water Thunder,” and not “Naval Mine.” ?


 6. “腥風血雨” is “Foul winds and bloody rain,” an idiom for a terrible carnage. ?
﻿Chapter 29: The Girl With Clothes Purer Than Snow

 From An Suwen came valuable information. The southern area of Heavenly Water City had an ancient tomb that was finally recently opened by a brave few to the public, and inside the tomb was a formidable obstacle. Reportedly, the burial site was concealing a certain mechanism. As long as the conditions of this mechanism were met, the mechanism would release and open. However, the most interesting thing was that there were not any sort of hints that pointed out the ancient tomb’s mechanism. This was rather rare, and furthermore, every single Star Cultivator that went to see the ancient tomb all left confounded, with no exception.


 This piqued Su Xing’s and Wu Xinjie’s interest. The more puzzles there were, the more excited the two became.


 Several dozen minutes later, Su Xing arrived there. Around the surroundings of the ancient tomb were gathered many cultivators locked in discussion. In order to avoid unnecessary trouble, the Knowledge Star Wu Xinjie secretly entered into the Star Nest. Being inside the Star Nest was not really a problem since she could still feel what Su Xing was perceiving.


 Su Xing discreetly examined these cultivators. It really was as An Suwen said. Most of their Star Energies were at the Nebula Stage, so it looks like they indeed came here for the Blooming Water Divine Thunder.


 “There isn’t a single hint at all. It looks like this was made to make fun of people.”


 “En, is our friend here also stumped?”


 “Forget about it. Let’s leave, there’s nothing to see here.”


 The cultivators in the courtyard each had their own expressions. Some were lost deep in thought, whereas others were shaking their heads as they thumbed through books. Some were even storming off in a huff. There was also an odd type of Star Cultivator among the cultivators gathered there. They weren’t thinking about the mechanism within the tomb, nor were they leaving the area. Each formed a small group, and their eyes were glued to the Star Cultivators that came to look at the tomb earlier, full of cunning.


 This sort of situation couldn’t help but remind Su Xing of the Xun Tian Daoist and his group that they met at the Mountain Lake Monument.


 It looks like they wanted to hunt Star Generals.


 Su Xing laughed coldly from the bottom of his heart, but he also didn’t care too much about them.


 The outside of the ancient tomb was rather ordinary without any sort of hint on a tombstone or the like while the inside was even rougher. In the tens of meters of this depressing space, there wasn’t the slightest trace that this place had ever been previously decorated. A pair of coffins were placed in the middle of the area, and each was built from fine iron. Without their lids, there was no way to know if they had already been looted, but the coffins were empty.


 Apart from those, this ancient tomb didn’t have anything else special. If it weren’t for the two iron coffins placed here, nobody would have thought that this was a grave at all.


 “Does this place truly have a mechanism?” Wu Xinjie was also very bewildered. This grave hadn’t a single hint, so people were forced to guess the requirements of this so-called mechanism. Wu Xinjie also has never seen such a demanding puzzle.


 Su Xing carefully examined the iron coffins, devoting all of his attention to this.


 “These iron coffins are definitely the clue to the mechanism.” Wu Xinjie guessed.


 Su Xing voiced his agreement, and using his hand to touch the coffin, he spotted an unexpected rock and frowned. “The grave has only a pair of coffins within. Xinjie, what do you think this means?”


 “Could it be that we must place two bodies inside?”


 Su Xing’s brow was covered in sweat. The Knowledge Star’s method of thinking was really abstract.


 “It seems that even Young Master is confounded. Young Master, do you wish to have a competition with Xinjie?” Wu Xinjie giggled. “Let us see which of us can disengage the ancient tomb’s mechanism first.”


 “Does that mean you’ve already solved this?” Su Xing’s interested smile suddenly returned.


 “This little girl still needs to rethink things.” Wu Xinjie replied.


 Su Xing chuckled.


 “Xinjie, then you’ve lost.”


 “Eh?” Within his mind came the confused voice of Wu Xinjie. “Could it be Young Master has solved it?”


 “En, I think I’ve got it.” Su Xing said, pensive.
𝓯𝙧𝓮𝓮𝒘𝓮𝙗𝙣𝒐𝒗𝒆𝓵.𝓬𝓸𝒎

 “It can’t be!” Wu Xinjie was stunned. It hadn’t been long since they entered and the mechanism was already solved. This was far too fast. “Young Master, you are definitely deceiving Xinjie, aren’t you.”


 “I’ll give you a hint.” Su Xing placed his hand on his chin, smiling strangely: “The iron coffins aren’t used to hold bodies!”


 “These coffins aren’t for bodies!”


 At the same time, a cold voice sounded right next to his ear. Su Xing turned and looked, just in time to see a young girl gently stroking the head of the iron coffin. She looked engrossed, and the two seemed to have just run into each other.


 That slender waist and elastic bust finally gave Su Xing a deep appreciation for the softness of a young woman’s delicate body. Su Xing unconsciously reached out to grab hold of the girl and pulled her.


 The veil upon her face lightly floated, and Su Xing glimpsed her stunning and beautiful face as it flashed by.


 The young lady’s reactions were incomparably fast. Flipping over her wrist, a magic as cold as ice burst forth from her palm. The biting cold from her chilling palm pushed away Su Xing’s hand, not letting him enjoy holding her soft and warm body within his arms.


 The girl’s clothes were purer than snow, for they were utterly spotless. [1] That pair of clear eyes carried with them an outstanding and extraordinary heroic spirit. Compared with Panther Head Lin Yingmei, she definitely didn’t lose out.


 Even more splendid than frost, clearer than snow!


 Using these eight words on her was simply impeccable.


 “Are you alright!” The young girl’s eyes were wide, her voice clear and ringing.


 Su Xing saw the layer of frost covering his palm, secretly speechless. This girl’s magic was very profound, as with a wave of her palm, his hand was nearly frozen. “Is that Cold Ice Palm??”


 “Is that not a secret of the ‘Heavenly Ice Sacred Temple’?”


 “Who is that woman?”


 The rest of the Star Cultivators within the ancient tomb that saw this were frightened enough to stay a meter away, talking away quietly amongst themselves.


 “At least the young lady had mercy.” [2] Su Xing joked.


 The girl was even colder than ice, her facial expression not showing the slightest bit of change. It would seem that she was as cold as ice, but the person herself had shown a contrary and easy-going demeanor. “Sorry to offend you, I was lost in my own thoughts.”


 After saying this, the girl’s eyes carried a mysterious chill, with a deeper message directed at Su Xing.


 Su Xing pretended to be clueless and smiled. “I don’t know this young lady’s name. My name is Su Xing!”


 “This was a chance meeting, it’s not worth mentioning!”


 The girl said indifferently. She turned her body, her white clothes flapping, her skirt waving. She was just like a fairy that scattered pixie dust. Su Xing couldn’t help but gasp in admiration.


 “Young Master, did you take a fancy to her?” Wu Xinjie said sourly.


 “Nonsense.” Su Xing shook his head. His days stuck in the barracks had long since put him past the stage of being sucked in by a woman’s beauty. It was just that this young girl’s temperament was too oppressive, inhuman even. It felt as if only the Wuxia novels he used to read could have this sort of person, so it was no wonder that Su Xing continued to stare at her for just a little bit longer.


 “Young Master, is she a Star General?” Lin Yingmei asked, concerned.


 “I felt something was off.” Su Xing couldn’t venture a guess. If this girl really was a Star General, then he really must be a bit deranged.


 “It seems she and Young Master said the same thing just then.” Wu Xinjie said strangely. “Is this a coincidence?”


 “We’ll know when it becomes night.” Su Xing said, “Let’s leave for now.”


 Saying this, he left the grave without so much as another look around the ancient tomb. Wu Xinjie was stunned. Seeing Su Xing’s carefree manner, it seems as if he really did decipher the clue to this ancient tomb’s mechanism. The Knowledge Star was silent: it couldn’t be that terrible; she still has yet to even come up with anything.


 Exiting the grave, the rest of the Star Cultivators in the surroundings were also discussing about the mysterious girl in white clothing just now.


 As Su Xing watched the girl’s cold back, he also spotted a group of snooping Star Cultivators follow her up.


 “Young Master, do you wish to be the hero that rescues the beauty??” Wu Xinjie smiled.


 “Does she need me to save her?” Su Xing rolled his eyes. Thinking over it, he still decided to go take a look. It couldn’t be said for sure if he could find out just what this mysterious girl’s goal was.


 Author’s Note:


 Sorry, sorry. After the 1W2 update, I suddenly had no will to write. Now I’m back, and I was thinking about the outline. Next week, there will be 3 chapters everyday.


 1. “纖塵不染” Untainted by even a speck of dust. She isn’t wearing cold weather gear; her appearance is even more immaculate than snow. ?


 2. 手下留情 ?
﻿Chapter 30: Thunder Fire Sand

 The rest of the Star Cultivators and Su Xing all had similar lines of thought. One by one, they all went up, making ready to do something. Those bastards weren’t foolish enough to kill and rob someone in broad daylight, and in the lead was a handsome and bright noble’s son waving his paper fan. He very elegantly cupped his fists at the young girl, inviting her to join his own group, intentionally revealing for a moment his Nebula Middle Stage cultivation.


 “Not interested.”


 The young girl very bluntly rejected the offer without even turning her head.


 Touching the paper fan against his nose in discouragement, he mockingly smiled. His gaze stayed on the girl’s back, his eyes full of sinister intent.


 The rest of the cultivators that were there also themselves began to disperse in boredom.


 “I’m afraid this ancient tomb was something that was supposed to only look impressive, let’s go.”


 “I heard that the Blooming Water Sword Sect’s Star Square [1] is rather impressive. Going there is definitely more interesting than being here.”


 “En, perhaps we can purchase some good items there.”


 Star Square?


 Hearing this name made Su Xing’s eyes shine. Maybe he could inquire as to the whereabouts of Relic Blade Sand or a Mist Cloud Seed. Going by this, Su Xing asked Wu Xinjie about this place, the Star Square.


 The Knowledge Star was surprised at Su Xing’s ignorance: “It can’t be, Young Master, you don’t know about even Star Squares?”


 “Originally, even Lin Yingmei had to fill me in on what Star Cultivators were.” Su Xing did not hide this fact.


 “Ah, it’s rare to see Star Cultivators that are like Young Master.” Wu Xinjie facetiously laughed.


 Star Squares were extremely famous in Liangshan Continent. Not a single Star Cultivator was unaware of them. Thus, it was no wonder that Wu Xinjie was very surprised since most Star Cultivators would visit these locations to trade and conduct item transactions between each other there. After agreeing on a set location, some Star Cultivators that did not wish to cultivate would just take up residence at said location. Over time, a square would gradually take shape. These squares generally received the protection of a sect, so Star Cultivators did not need to be uneasy.


 “The Blooming Water Sword Sect’s Star Square isn’t too far away. Xinjie originally exchanged a Nebula Stage Artifact for a few hundred talismans here.” [2]


 Su Xing’s heart was not surprised. How else would she have had so many talismans.


 Under Xinjie’s guidance, Su Xing very quickly found the Heavenly River Star Square, and the place was very similar to the image he had in mind. The only difference was that the real square’s myriad Star Cultivator’s kept their powers within, not dispersing a single bit.


 Su Xing browsed through nearly the entire square, and he learned about the general circumstances of how Star Cultivators make transactions. The most common form of transaction used by Star Cultivators was bartering. [3] There was no specific limit to quantities; it was all up to personal preference. Sometimes, gold was used as a form of currency. If one was fortunate enough, even several hundreds liang [4] of gold could be exchanged for a Nebula Stage Artifact. As far as a Star Cultivator was concerned, artifacts that were Nebula Stage and above were the most well-received and most valued for transactions.


 With this in mind, Su Xing discovered he was actually quite rich.


 “Young Master, what do you want now?” Wu Xinjie asked.


 “Relic Blade Sand and Mist Cloud Seeds.” These two items were what Su Xing needed the most. Thinking over the business about the Water and Land Ceremony and the Blooming Water Divine Thunder could come second. He could not neglect considering some methods of self-preservation.


 “Relic Blade Sand, huh. This thing is always in great demand. Xinjie previously had the fortune of seeing some at the Great Liang Dynasty’s “Heavenly Star Gathering.” There was quite a wild fight over it, and in the end, two Galaxy Stage [5] Artifacts were traded away.”


 Su Xing became depressed. “How can this Relic Blade Sand be so expensive.”


 “Young Master doesn’t know everything about this. Relic Blade Sand possesses very potent spiritual powers. Generally, only centuries old ancient monuments can turn out Relic Blade Sand. Legend has it that Relic Blade Sand is the highest quality material that can advance weapons to the “One Star” Grade. If a Heavenly Star General wants to upgrade her own weapon, then she will definitely choose Relic Blade Sand…Little Sister Lin Chong, your weapon isn’t yet at One Star. This makes Xinjie a bit surprised.”


 “En.” Lin Yingmei laughed.


 “One Star?”


 Su Xing discovered that the scholarship surrounding Star Generals was quite deep and profound; here was another new term.


 “Aiya, Little Sister Lin Chong, seriously? Apparently, it seems you’ve explained absolutely nothing to Young Master.” Wu Xinjie complained.


 “Your servant has failed her duties…”


 “It’s fine.” Su Xing didn’t really mind. Lin Yingmei just had this sort of temperament. If you didn’t ask her, she wouldn’t say anything.


 In actuality, this was not as profound as Su Xing thought it was. As everyone knows, the only artifacts the Maiden Mountain Star Maidens can use are their own Destined Star Weapons. These Star Weapons grow from the Star General’s own body, and they can be counted as a spirit item. For the sake of making that sole Star Weapon even stronger, “Refining Star Weapons” [6] has become the Star Maidens’ inevitable choice.


 Choosing the most suitable refining materials for their Star Weapon, every time a refinement was successful, this was called a “One Star.” The higher the Star Grade, the more powerful the Star Weapon’s later stages would become. There was no upper limit to refining Star Grades, however, higher rank necessitated refining the Destined Star Weapons with increasingly rare and precious types of materials.


 During a certain generation’s Star Duel, the Bright Star, [7] 10 Feet of Blue, Hu Sanniang relied on her “Seven Stars” refined Destined Star Weapon to sweep away that generation. The Heavenly Stars that died under her weapon were far too many to count, among the most powerful was the Strength Star.
𝗳𝚛𝗲𝕖𝕨𝕖𝗯𝚗𝚘𝕧𝕖𝗹.𝗰𝗼𝕞

 However, Hu Sanniang’s Seven Stars Grade Star Weapon still wasn’t Liangshan Continent’s highest recorded Star Grade. The most powerful was undoubtedly the previous generation Star Duel’s Harm Star, the Pilgrim, Wu Song. Her Star Weapon Grade reached up to Nine Stars, and she became the first in Maiden Mountain’s history to not have a contractor. Having killed every single Star Master, she was the first to rule the Maiden Mountain through sheer force.


 Following this, not only did the Star Maidens refine their Star Weapons even more frantically than before, the rest of the Star Cultivators also themselves participated in this kind of frenzy. Of course, the latter’s refined weapons paled in comparison with the Star Weapons’ grades.


 Having finished listening to Wu Xinjie, Su Xing felt chills along his back as he understood the reason behind Lin Yingmei’s dedication to finding Relic Blade Sand.


 One really could not be even a little bit careless in this war for Maiden Mountain.


 Su Xing walked into a Blooming Water pavilion’s storefront. From the outside looking in, this could count as Heavenly River Star Square’s largest shop.


 The owner was a middle-aged man with a rather shady appearance [8]. His cultivation was only at Stardust Early Stage.


 “Do you have Relic Blade Sand?”


 Su Xing asked, getting straight to the point.


 “My friend, you must be joking. Relic Blade Sand, this sort of thing, a small store definitely would not have it.” The owner smiled. “My friend, are you a Star Master or looking to become a Star Master that you’d want such a thing?”


 “What’s it to you.” Su Xing twitched his mouth.


 “Although this small store may not have Relic Blade Sand, I do have plenty of Thunder Fire Sand. My friend, would like to see some?”


 Su Xing nodded, after all, taking a look wouldn’t hurt.


 The owner opened a brightly colored case, and inside was a square bottle. Within it was a pile of dark red dust, a little bit similar to gunpowder.


 “Although Thunder Fire Sand can’t be compared with Relic Blade Sand, using it to refine an artifact will allow attacks to sound like rolling thunder. Not only will the artifact carry fire, it can also let the artifact’s speed to increase a rank. I guarantee enemies will feel fear upon hearing its sound.”


 Su Xing consulted with Xinjie within his mind.


 “Thunder Fire Sand is useless to a Star General, however, it actually has some benefits for Young Master.” The Knowledge Star said: “Young Master, that odd shooting artifact, if it was refined with some ThunderFire Sand, it would definitely be like a tiger that has grown wings.” [9]


 Su Xing laughed wryly. His bullets were already all but used, and this thing could still be refined. Su Xing was about to refuse when he suddenly had an outrageous idea. He could use the Thunder Fire Sand to substitute for gunpowder in making ammunition. As for the projectiles, shell casings and primers, leaving those to the brilliant item refining techniques of Liangshan Continent to complete shouldn’t be a problem.


 Ever since arriving in Liangshan Continent, Su Xing knew deeply from experience Silver Blade’s strong points; taking advantage of this place’s rare stones and quality steel arts to refine a few improvised bullets wouldn’t be impossible.


 The Star Maidens refined their own weapons to increase their battle strength. He was completely capable of upgrading the Silver Blade in his hand so much that it would become number one in Liangshan Continent.


 Thinking about this, Su Xing became excited.


 1. As in a marketplace, not a literal geometric figure. ?


 2. And here it is, why Xinjie is so rich! ?


 3. Trading one object for another. ?


 4. 兩 is used here to refer to 50 grams ?


 5. This stage sits directly above Nebula Stage ?


 6. 煉化星武 ?


 7. Actual characters used were 地彗星, whereas the Bright Star is actually 地慧星. ?


 8. 尖嘴猴腮 ?


 9. Basically, it’s going to be even stronger. A pity that she wants to use it on Silver Blade when the sand’s name is just begging for it to be used with the Heavenly Lightning Earthly Fire Sword. ?
﻿Chapter 31: The Art of Weapon Refinement and Pill Concoction

 Haggling with the owner over the price took quite a long time, and in the end, Su Xing ended up trading extra medicines, stones, as well as 50 liang of gold for that Thunder Fire Sand.


 “My friend, won’t you take a look at some artifacts? The artifacts from the Blooming Water Pavilion are the most famous within the entire Heavenly River Star Square.” The owner warmheartedly said, showing a knowing smile: “Soon, Heavenly Water City’s Water and Land Assembly will be convened. There’s a satisfactory artifact that would be absolutely beneficial to you if it was in your hands.”
𝙛𝒓𝒆𝙚𝒘𝒆𝓫𝙣𝓸𝙫𝓮𝒍.𝒄𝒐𝓶

 “These are all ordinary artifacts, though.” Su Xing glanced at the restricted goods that were placed upon the shelf. They were all inferior Nebula Stage Artifacts, and the only item that could be counted as commendable was a single Ground Splitting Sword. However, Su Xing planned to enter the Nebula Stage in order to use the Thunder Cry Sword and the Firebolt Sword. Thus, he was naturally uninterested in these artifacts.


 “Oh, right. Owner, do you know where I can find Mist Cloud Seeds?” Su Xing remembered he needed these seeds.


 The owner shook his head. “I’ll keep an eye out for you, friend.”


 “Then, thanks.” Su Xing smiled.


 Carrying a bottle of Thunder Fire Sand, Su Xing found one of the weapon refinement shops in the Heavenly River Star Square. Earlier when he was browsing the Star Square, he noticed that this shop put out some fine steel to sell. Bullets on Earth generally used brass or iron for crafting. Discussing with the weaponsmith for a bit, Su Xing chose a piece of lustrous gold copper to use with the Thunder Fire Sand.


 Soon after, Su Xing spoke again with the weaponsmith regarding the general demands for refining and crafting bullets.


 “My friend, I’m afraid that using the Thunder Fire Sand just to forge a few of these conical projectiles is a bit of a waste.” The weaponsmith shook his head. He thought Su Xing was a commoner that really came to mess around with him. Using Star Energy to induce a discharge of this sort of conical projectile could not be compared with the might of refined weapons, even if it was paired with Thunder Fire Sand.


 “Everything will be alright as long as you do what I told you. This is my personal preference.” Su Xing replied.


 “Fine, then.”


 “How many bullets do you think you can make?” Su Xing asked him.


 The weaponsmith thought for a moment: “Twenty-five!”


 “I’ll pick these up in ten days.”


 “No problem.”


 Exiting the weapon refinement shop, Su Xing breathed a sigh of relief. He was somewhat anxious about the progress of the bullets, but there was no choice seeing as how he himself was unable to refine weapons. “Yingmei, do you guys also go through this much trouble when refining your weapons?”


 “Star Generals have True Origin Starfire, so we can refine the weapons ourselves. Liangshan Continent’s weaponsmiths just have no way to refine our Destined Star Weapons.” Lin Yingmei seriously replied.


 “Seems like you really can only relax when you refine the thing yourself. Leaving this sort of business to another person would give no one peace of mind.” Su Xing bitterly laughed.


 Wu Xinjie comforted him: “When your Star Energy reaches the Galaxy Stage, your dantian will be able to condense your own Starfire. When that time comes, Young Master can also just refine items yourself.”


 Galaxy Stage?


 Now was a bit too early to be thinking about that.


 “If Young Master really wants to be at ease, you could just learn how to find a few earthly fires from him to do refinement. However, Young Master is not proficient with weapon refinement, so I fear that this will be extremely challenging.”


 “Forget it, we don’t have the time for this anyways.” Su Xing still had many things to do.


 Twilight descended.


 Having circled around the Heavenly River Star Square for half a day, Su Xing was unable to locate any sign of the Mist Cloud Seed. Though, he was actually able to purchase all the magic books he needed. One was the “Art of Remote Manipulation.” This was the most fundamental magic for Star Cultivators, and it was commonly seen when discarding low-level artifacts. There was also a copy of the “Shrink Object Technique,” which would temporarily reduce the size and bulk of an object. It was precisely because of this that low-level artifacts were thrown away.


 In addition to these, there were also several bottles of Qi Recovery Potions, twenty copies of the “Splashing Fire Talisman,” and ten copies of the “Daoist Light Talisman.”


 There were still some leftover useless items that Su Xing simply took to a money farm to exchange for several tens of liang of gold.


 Returning to the Health Cottage, An Suwen had already prepared an entire meal.


 She was the only person in the house, and Lin Yingmei and Wu Xinjie who were stuck inside the Star Nest for an entire day also finally got to come out.


 “Young master, how do you feel about Heavenly Water City now?”


 “As expected, it’s very lively. Unfortunately, I didn’t find the whereabouts of the Mist Cloud Seed.” Su Xing said regretfully.


 “Young master is thinking of refining a pill to break through the Stardust Stage, aren’t you.” An Suwen rolled her eyes. [1]


 Su Xing nodded. He already entered the Stardust Stage bottleneck. If it was the him from before, perhaps he wouldn’t have been in such a rush. However, now that he knew that the Water and Land Assembly was just about to be held, he was in a hurry.


 “If young master is willing to believe in Suwen, Suwen perhaps could help young master find some substitute ingredients.” Suwen asked softly. [2]


 Su Xing stared blankly. That’s right, how could he forget about the Efficacious Star, the Divine Physician An Suwen. For better or for worse, An Suwen was the one who refined the Star Breaker Golden Pill. Perhaps she could find an alternative solution.


 “Will that trouble you at all??” Su Xing hesitated for a moment, after all, they have known each for hardly even a day. The business before with Lin Yingmei was already a big enough hassle for her.


 An Suwen lightly smiled. “I am the Efficacious Star. If it is something regarding pills and medicine, then there is no trouble at all.”


 “Then, thank you so much.” Su Xing gave a great sigh, handing the recipe over to An Suwen.


 “Not at all.” [3] The Divine Physician shook her head, taking the recipe and looking it over.


 “Little Sister An Suwen, are you certain of this?” Wu Xinjie asked.


 An Suwen asked in turn: “Will it do as long as the young master can break through to the Nebula Stage?


 “En!”


 “Then it’s certain.” An Suwen smiled, smiling very self-confidently.


 Su Xing also seized the opportunity to discuss with An Suwen some questions about pills and their materials. Within the realm of pills, the Efficacious Star could be considered an expert, and she gave Su Xing explanations of many of Liangshan Continent’s pill arts.


 Unwittingly, the young night turned into midnight.


 “Oh, right, Sister Xinjie went today to see the ancient tomb. Did you discover its underlying logic?” An Suwen suddenly asked.


 Wu Xinjie twitched her mouth: “This ancient tomb is much too strange. Over there were only two iron coffins.”


 “Even Sister Knowledge Star also thinks it’s odd.” An Suwen smiled.


 Wu Xinjie stole a glance at Su Xing and giggled.


 After a moment, An Suwen was the first to return to her room to rest.


 “Young Master, you said that the result would reveal itself tonight. Is it time to go unravel the ancient tomb?”


 Lin Yingmei raised her brow: “Wu Yong, could you be a bit more serious about this?”


 “But is so boring, isn’t that right, Young Master.” Wu Xinjie exhaled alluringly.


 “No more arguing, in a moment, we’ll have some business to attend to.” Su Xing looked at Wu Xinjie: “So how about it, have you figured out the ancient tomb’s mechanism?”


 “‘The coffins aren’t used to hold bodies,’ this hint is also too strange. Since Young Master cracked it, Xinjie doesn’t feel like thinking about it.” Wu Xinjie’s eyes were as charming as a pool of water during the spring: “However, did Young Master really crack it in such a short amount of time?”


 “Let’s go there and take a look first.”


 Su Xing didn’t have much to say.


 The three again rushed to the outskirts of the ancient tomb, and from far away, they could hear the sounds of a battle. They immediately concealed their figures, hiding to the side.


 Outside the ancient tomb, artifacts and talismans filled the dark night sky. A group of five people were working together to attack a solitary white figure.


 “Young Master, your chance to become the hero that rescues the beauty has arrived.” Wu Xinjie gave an interested smile.


 Su Xing furrowed his brow.


 There was no mistake.


 That figure being attacked by a coordinated assault was, astonishingly, the girl they met that morning, whose clothes were like snow.


 However, it seemed that although she was receiving the attacks of five or six cultivators, the young girl was still rather calm.


 “Hmph, we tracked you for this long, yet we didn’t think you would return. Could it be you solved the puzzle? If that’s the case, I could let you go.” The noble’s son with the paper fan coldly smiled as it shot out a green light.


 The people surrounding her all had cultivation that was at least the Stardust Late Stage. The young man with the paper fan who led them himself had a cultivation at the Nebula Middle Stage. The girl was clearly at a disadvantage.


 Su Xing urgently wished to act, but it was at that moment, a drastic change to the situation suddenly occurred.


 He only heard the sound of a clear and ringing voice, full of disdain.


 “If you want to die that badly, let me help you!”


 Author’s Note: This is the last week, I respectfully request your ballots!!!!


 1. In this context, this gesture implies thoughtfulness, not disrespect. ?


 2. Could it be…she wants to contract? ?


 3. “舉手之勞” This is an expression that describes something as being effortless. ?
﻿Chapter 32: The “Leader Star” Zhu Wu

 The young girl waved her hand, and a blue light suddenly appeared. Her hand now held a sword the entirety of which sparkled, a snowy and austere double-edged sword.


 “First Snow Meets Sunshine!”


 The young girl shouted, her stance completely graceful, her movements and pace like those of a swimming dragon. Weaving about within the five cultivators’ encirclement, her blade’s edge sent frost and snow into the sky. The tip of her blade was swift, and several artifacts were taken down under that sword.


 The girl’s white clothes gently floated as her sword assumed a ceremonial stance.


 A cold light pierced through the snow.


 One cultivator had just taken out an artifact, but his neck was sliced by that blade, the wound was frozen over so quickly and thoroughly that not a single drop of blood was spilled.


 “It’s Snow Soul Sword Arts!”


 Sir Paper Fan became frightened, hastily raising his treasure fan. From the middle of the fan, a green light launched towards the young girl.


 The girl threw out her palm, suddenly shooting out a cold light. Fog struck the fan, and absolutely shattering it, she followed up by rapidly advancing, clutching her icy sword, the chilling and merciless light of which seemed to bring the sword to life. She forced the group of cultivators to focus solely on defending again and again. Witnessing the brilliance of her swordplay, Lin Yingmei could not help but gain newfound respect for the sword and its user.


 “What kind of person is she?” Su Xing was astonished. He could sense from her a hazy Astral Energy.


 Wu Xinjie recited a chant, and her pupils glowed, sending her gaze towards the girl.


 This was the Knowledge Star’s Huangjie Technique, “Think Then Act.” It was able to clearly see the power level [1] and condition of the target. No Star General could escape her discerning eye.


 “She’s a Star Master!” Wu Xinjie said, covering her mouth. “And that sword technique’s might is not at all low.”


 Unexpectedly, the one that was killing five Star Cultivators in a frenzy with a single artifact double-edged sword was only a single Star Master.


 Within the blink of an eye, three Star Cultivators had already perished beneath the girl’s sword technique. From start to finish, she didn’t even use any other techniques or artifacts.


 “Ah!!” A Nebula Early Stage Cultivator became incontinent from fear, turning his body and fleeing.


 The girl’s eyes were cold. Putting together two fingers, a cold light appeared.


 The fleeing cultivator screamed as he was run through, falling to the ground.


 The only one remaining was the Nebula Middle Stage, fan-waving young man, “What are you, really?” He was dripping with cold sweat. He could not believe that five cultivators working together were not a match for her.


 “Hurry and run.” With long sword pointed straight at him, the young girl gave a chilling laugh.


 “Don’t look down on this one!” Sir Paper Fan shouted, waving his green fan wildly, the green light in the middle of the fan suddenly became wild. “Cool breeze play a song, green dragon roar and dance! Break!”


 There was the distinct sound of a dragon roar, and the green light abruptly swirled in midair. It condensed into the shape of a dragon, a green dragon writhing about.


 “Green Dragon Treasure Fan?! No wonder you’re so arrogant!”


 The young woman raised her brows, revealing a trace of surprise.


 For better or for worse, the paper fan wielding noble’s son had finally reached Nebula Middle Stage. He naturally could not tolerate being looked down upon. He made use of all of his power, and the green dragon in the middle of the fan bared its fangs.


 A magnificent light abruptly appeared, and a graceful figure emerged beside the young girl.


 It was at this time that the green dragon rushed towards the girl and circled around her, activating an array next to the girl, but the green dragon itself was also arrogant.


 “A Star Master!!!” Sir Paper Fan noticed the person that emerged beside the girl. He laughed greedily: “It seems this young master has hit the jackpot.”


 Mobilizing and urging on all of his power, the green dragon abruptly increased in size dramatically.


 The young lady raised her sword and combined it with a spell, resisting with all her power.


 “Young Master?” Wu Xinjie said.


 Su Xing knew it was time to attack, and his figure flashed. Like a sharp sword, he suddenly shot forward.


 Sir Paper Fan’s Divine Intent immediately detected Su Xing; this was no surprise considering his Nebula Middle Stage Cultivation. He rapidly made hand seals and a spell shot towards Su Xing. “A Stardust Cultivator dares to sneak attack this one.” Sir Paper Fan’s Green Dragon Fan did not rest as he was about to use his other hand to grab an artifact.


 But at this time, his hand halted its movements.


 A spearhead covered in a cold light passed through his stomach without pause.


 “Arctic Star Spear??”


 Sir Paper Fan sluggishly lowered his head and saw this spear edge.


 “Lin…Chong…”


 Su Xing at this time pierced through his opponent’s throat with Silver Blade. [2] Sir Paper Fan’s eyes dimmed, suddenly hatefully releasing his last breath.


 When he died, the green dragon suddenly vanished into thin air, and the treasure fan’s light also sputtered out. Su Xing took the opportunity to graciously receive the man’s purse. [3]


 Lin Chong withdrew her Arctic Star Spear, and Wu Xinjie also rushed to Su Xing’s side.


 Su Xing pensively sized up this Star Master, completely curious about the Star General by her side.


 That Star Maiden’s build was very tall, her entire body was clad in a gorgeous temple robe, her eyes seemingly on fire, her legs tall and lean. Especially eye-catching was the small five-color banner fluttering about her body.


 “Five Elements Weather Banner, so it’s actually the Leader Star, the Resourceful Strategist Zhu Wu!” Wu Xinjie giggled.


 Apparently, this was the Leader Star, the Resourceful Strategist. It can be said that in Liangshan, together with the Resourceful Star Wu Yong, they could be considered within the same department.


 Su Xing thought to himself.


 “So you, too, are a Star General!”


 The white clothed girl’s eyes looked like they were smiling yet they were not. Her gaze was directed at the two beauties beside Su Xing, trying to deduce who were the Star Maidens. She did not think that both would be Star Generals.


 “Want to fight?”


 She faintly asked, raising her frosty sword.


 The Leader Star Zhu Wu…


 “Do you want to fight?”


 Su Xing smiled.


 The young lady withdrew the Frost Sword.


 The Leader Star Resourceful Strategist’s face remained expressionless, however, at this time, she suddenly pointed her fingers, and the Five Elements Weather Banner faded away.


 Lin Yingmei and Wu Xinjie quickly brought up their guard.


 However, the Leader Star really was not attacking Su Xing. At a corner, a concealed cultivator saw he was surrounded by five small, floating flags; the array lifted him up off his feet.


 The cultivator’s face was filled with fear. The spell released a burst of thundering light, and the cultivator suddenly expired.


 Su Xing was slightly frightened from the bottom of his heart, and the Knowledge Star Wu Xinjie was also slightly impressed. Only Lin Yingmei’s eyes remained unmoved, like a mountain, staring attentively at the Leader Star’s each and every move.


 “Zhu Sha!” [4] The young girl said softly.


 Actually known as Zhu Sha, the Leader Star nodded her head, and recalled the Five Elements Weather Banner.


 “Little Sister Leader Star’s spell is unexpectedly just as the rumors say.” Wu Xinjie said in admiration.


 Although the Leader Star Resourceful Strategist could be considered a support type, in Maiden Mountain, no one could hold a hand to her spells. Even a few military stars probably could not be her opponent, causing the Knowledge Star to envy her.


 “This sister doesn’t know which Star you are?” Zhu Sha’s voice was as unyielding as a boulder, carefully watching Wu Xinjie.


 “Take a guess, little sister.” Wu Xinjie refused to oblige.


 “You seem to be a Heavenly Star.” Zhu Sha refused to think any further.


 Wu Xinjie’s invitation was met with disinterest.


 Then, the white clothed girl’s gaze turned from Wu Xinjie and Lin Yingmei to Su Xing. She lightly smiled, her words not particularly relenting: “The young master coming out this late at night isn’t a coincidence, is it? Could it be that you intentionally prepared to come play the hero for little girls to see.”


 Su Xing laughed. “I’m called Su Xing. It seems the young lady has forgotten, and this time wasn’t strangers coming together by chance. Didn’t you absolutely refuse to speak your esteemed name?”


 “Gong Caiwei!” [5]


 The young girl smiled.


 “The Western mountains have ferns, [6] the beauty remains steadfast. The Western mountains lack ferns, the beauty refuses to return. A good name.” Su Xing praised.


 “Young master need not speak with such polite words. Caiwei only wishes to ask the young master a question.” Gong Caiwei said profoundly: “The ancient tomb’s mechanism, the young master has deciphered it.”


 “Caiwei, your esteemed self has apparently also deciphered it.” Su Xing smiled.


 Su Xing and Gong Caiwei gazed into each other’s eyes.


 Abruptly, it felt as if all of their daggers were drawn, as the atmosphere became heavy, like a powder keg ready to blow.


 1. Xinjie, what does the scouter say about her – nah, I’ll stop there. ?


 2. Remember, it is a handgun with a bayonet. ?


 3. After all, dead men don’t need money. ?
𝒇𝙧𝙚𝓮𝙬𝙚𝓫𝒏𝓸𝓿𝓮𝒍.𝓬𝙤𝓶

 4. 硃砂 ?


 5. 宮采薇, and finally, a name! ?


 6. This is a pun on her name as both the phrase “西山有薇” and her name contain “薇.” ?
﻿Chapter 33: The Iron Coffins Tomb Mechanism

 The atmosphere had become stiff and not a single person spoke a word, but Su Xing didn’t mind because this gave him ample opportunity to appreciate the beautiful girl before him. Gong Caiwei was the first to speak, snorting, “Then is young master Su Xing willing to explore the ancient tomb together?”


 “If you really solved the puzzle, I definitely wouldn’t mind.”


 “The ancient tomb has two iron coffins. Since this is so, we shall each complete one mechanism.”


 “Roger.” Su Xing clapped his hands together in approval. Gong Caiwei turned and made her way into the ancient tomb without so much as glancing at the belongings of the dead cultivators that littered the ground. Su Xing felt that pillaging these items in front of a lady would appear to be too dishonorable, however, he immediately felt it was shameful enough that he himself was just a newcomer fresh off the boat. As if he could still afford to give a rat’s ass about things such as honor.


 When Gong Caiwei turned to go, Su Xing took the opportunity to use his Divine Intent to conduct a survey.


 “Caiwei…Caiwei…” Wu Xinjie lagged behind, holding her chin as she pondered deeply.


 Lin Yingmei stared at Wu Xinjie, giving her a look that asked, “Are you lovestruck?”


 “That’s not it, I seemed to have heard the name Caiwei somewhere before.” Wu Xinjie pulled at her hair.


 Lin Yingmei did not spare Wu Xinjie another thought and followed Su Xing into the ancient tomb.


 Unexpectedly, the other side was a Star Master, and she also did not need to stay within a Star Nest to cultivate. All in all, when Star Generals emerged from the Star Nest to protect their masters, a few seconds were needed. Although this time was very short, in terms of fighting strength, these few seconds could be fatal.


 Entering the ancient tomb, Gong Caiwei sat on the edge of a coffin, humming a tune, her expression completely relaxed. The Leader Star stood guard by her side, and her expression was like a boulder. Even the desire to make a pass at her was lost.


 “Are you ready?” Gong Caiwei’s smile was a spring breeze.


 Su Xing nodded his head.


 Lin Yingmei and Wu Xinjie stood to the side and watched, curious. They did not know just how their own master solved the puzzle.


 “Yingmei, did you figure out the mechanism?” Wu Xinjie whispered.


 “This servant isn’t interested in these sorts of things. This should be your responsibility!” Lin Yingmei said. Nevertheless, her eyes remained fixed on Su Xing’s every movement. Wu Xinjie wanted to laugh from the bottom of her heart; Yingmei’s words were empty.


 Su Xing took out a pot of kerosene from within his Astral Bag and poured it into the middle of the coffin. Gong Caiwei followed by filling her coffin to the brim with water.


 The behavior of these two really was a bit odd.


 The coffins were not used to hold bodies, but instead water and oil?


 While Wu Xinjie pondered about this oddity, Su Xing suddenly lit a Starfire, and the oil proceeded to ignite in a raging inferno, turning the coffin into something resembling a charcoal basin. [1]


 Gong Caiwei watched Su Xing, admiration flashing briefly within her eyes.


 The ground then issued a muffled rumbling sound, and between the two coffins, the floor caved in. A flight of stairs leading underneath the ancient tomb abruptly opened. Impressively, this was the ancient tomb’s true entrance.


 “You really did solve the mechanism.” Lin Yingmei exclaimed. Even till now, she still had not figured out how her master had figured out the solution in such a short amount of time. Although this already wasn’t the first time she experienced Su Xing’s ability to crack lost relics, each time caused the Majestic Star to surge from the bottom of her heart.


 Her own master was practically born for Liangshan’s riddles and puzzles.


 Wu Xinjie also was stunned. After all, the Knowledge Star was Maiden Mountain’s number one wisewoman. She contemplated the scene before her eyes for but a moment when she understood how Su Xing found the ancient tomb’s mechanism. “Of course, this ancient tomb’s hint is too ingenious.” Wu Xinjie gasped in admiration.


 “Ingenious hint?? Where?” Lin Yingmei asked. [2]


 Wu Xinjie looked around the ancient tomb and smiled craftily: “The entire ancient tomb is the hint.”


 Lin Yingmei blinked.


 Wu Xinjie then said that this ancient tomb’s biggest hint lay in why the coffins had an iron top. Understanding this point meant that solving the ancient tomb’s mechanism was extremely easy after that.


 Seeing that Lin Yingmei still did not understand, Wu Xinjie indicated to the things Su Xing and Gong Caiwei used to open the tomb.


 “Water and fire?” Lin Yingmei was astounded.


 Wu Xinjie smiled: “That’s right, iron coffins and every grave wrapped in gold, wood and earth. According to the five elements theory, the hint needed to open the mechanism naturally was the remaining two elements, water and fire.”


 Any puzzle always feels exceptionally easy after it has been solved, however, the one stuck in the maze cannot solve the puzzle. Those other Star Cultivators would never have arrived upon the five elements.


 Su Xing approached. Seeing the two whispering, he interrupted them: “We’re going down into the ancient tomb in a moment, finish making your preparations.”


 “Xinjie likes Young Master more and more.” Wu Xinjie threw herself onto him, not caring about the others.


 Su Xing smiled: “This ancient tomb’s mechanism only looked mysterious. If you think carefully, you can solve it.”


 “Xinjie concedes defeat. [3] Even if I could solve it, I still could not do it as quickly as Young Master. You are practically an evil genius.” Wu Xinjie proudly once again puffed out her impressive chest: “Young Master and Xinjie are indeed a couple matched together by Heaven and Earth.”


 “This Gong will be entering first.” Gong Caiwei and the Leader Star Wu Zhu took the initiative to descend.


 Su Xing and his companions followed them into the entrance. As soon as they walked down, the mechanism’s large door closed up behind them. Inside, there was a matchless darkness such that one could not see their own hands.


 Su Xing sensed that a chilly Divine Intent had locked onto him. It seems that Gong Caiwei’s precautions have not disappeared in the slightest, yet Su Xing did not have the least bit of interest in sneak attacking her. Throwing out an already prepared Daoist Light Talisman, the talisman flashed a beam of pure light, illuminating the ancient tomb’s interior.


 A winding set of stone stairs spiraled downwards, the end of which could not be seen.


 “Take these!”


 Su Xing extended his hand and caught several pills.


 “These are Miasma Repellant Pills. They can help you resist the ancient tomb’s corpse and poison gases.” Gong Caiwei said.


 “Thanks.” Su Xing did not recklessly take the pills after he received them. Who knew if Gong Caiwei had somehow tampered with the pills, after all, it couldn’t be said for sure what sort of good things this ancient tomb had.


 Obviously, Gong Caiwei was aware of Su Xing’s thinking, and she snorted disdainfully at him.


 “This princess never cared for a reason to kill.”


 Su Xing did not feel like retorting, so he directly fished out some pills from his person and threw them to Gong Caiwei. With a smirk on his face: “These are called Exorcism Pills. They can repel the evil spirits and curses within this ancient tomb. Dare to take them?”


 Looking at these dark and swarthy pills, how would she ever ingest them. Gong Caiwei raised her eyebrows and proceeded to crush the pills into dust.


 “Did you know you couldn’t take them?”


 Gong Caiwei understood Su Xing changed his style to illustrate the present situation. She smiled: “Young Master Su Xing, you really are careful.”


 “Caution keeps you alive.”


 “You’re very careful, yet you dare to descend into this tomb together with this Gong. Could it be you aren’t afraid that this ancient tomb may have some rare treasures to fight over? When that time comes, this Gong won’t be so kind as to say anything.” Gong Caiwei glanced at Wu Xinjie: “Or perhaps you think your Star Generals are a match for Zhu Sha!” [4]


 “Su naturally does not believe that a fairy as incorruptible as Lady Caiwei would think of doing something like killing a man to rob him.” Su Xing’s tone was ambiguous.


 Gong Caiwei stifled a smile.


 “Ah, I know…” Wu Xinjie suddenly piped up at this time.


 The group stopped, all directing their gazes upon her.


 Su Xing asked her: “What did you discover?”


 Wu Xinjie shook her head while sticking out her tongue, an incredibly cute gesture.


 The group continued to follow the steps in front of them as Wu Xinjie watched Gong Caiwei, a crafty and frightening light flashing through her eyes.


 Author’ Note: Requesting earnestly for your ballots~~


 1. Let’s just forget about the fact that the coffin is made from iron… ?


 2. Aww, she’s so adorable. ?


 3. 甘拜下風 ?


 4. Bitch, please! ?
﻿Chapter 34: Ancient Grave Ghosts

 The spiral staircase continued to extend downwards. With a long and narrow slope, throwing down a Daoist Light Talisman did not reveal the end as its brilliance finally vanished from sight.


 Su Xing let out a breath of cold air. If this really was the path leading to the grave, then it was insufferably long. This path looked remarkably clean, and it did not seem like there was a trap, either. In the surroundings, Su Xing noticed that there were no signs of any previous intruders.


 Even so, Su Xing did not dare to be even slightly careless. Liangshan continent was full of secrets, and only the Heavens knew what other great dangers were hiding around the corner. As Su Xing walked, he kept a vigilant watch of the surroundings.


 Gong Caiwei unexpectedly glanced at Su Xing and smiled: “You really are a careful man. Could it be you are unable to use Divine Intent.”


 Su Xing’s mouth twitched. He had only recently comprehended Divine Intent during the rush to Rippling Wave Kingdom, but his Divine Intent could only be described as utterly unreliable. Apparently, it was dispersed by using one’s own will. The Star Generals are all born with it, but Star Cultivators must first refine their own Divine Sight. However, practicing this Divine Sight was far more exhausting than the Chaotic Tail Escape Technique. After spending half a day, Su Xing had ended up with a sort of overdraft.


 Listening to Wu Xinjie’s explanation, it seemed that the best method to cultivating Divine Intent was still to have a superior art.


 Gong Caiwei looked at Su Xing without replying and continued to advance downwards. Suddenly, she turned, and with a smile that was at the same time not a smile, said: “Is your Star General the Knowledge Star, Resourceful Star Wu Yong?”


 Su Xing completely did not expect that she would ask this. For a moment, he was speechless and did not know how he should reply. In a duel between Star Masters, even the identity of their Star Generals was a trump card. There were various countermeasures for addressing the difference in the rankings between Star Generals. For example, the array used last time at Grand Border City to trap the Majestic Star was specifically targeted at Lin Chong. Thus, this is why the Knowledge Star Wu Yong’s first Huangjie Technique is “Think Then Act.”


 Although Gong Caiwei did not mind compromising her own Star General, in the end, there was an inherent difference in this girl. With a single look, it was obvious that this girl was the type that was tricky to deal with. Besides her build, brow and bust, the other assets she took pride in included those Snow Soul Sword Arts and that unfathomable Star Energy.


 From start to finish, Wu Xinjie and Lin Yingmei had never revealed their Destined Star Weapons, so how did she find out? [1]


 Gong Caiwei noticed Su Xing’s silence, and giving a faint smile: “This Gong was only guessing. This should be the first time I’ve seen you, but you spent only a short amount of time to figure out the mechanism. Only the Knowledge Star could have such talent.” [2]


 Didn’t you also figure it out?” Su Xing tried to downplay the fact.


 “This Gong’s Star General The Resourceful Strategist doesn’t lose out to the Knowledge Star!” Gong Caiwei said emphatically. “Once I had Zhu Sha’s hint, only then did this Gong figure it out without issue.”


 Su Xing inadvertently glanced at the stonelike Leader Star, but he said nothing.


 The group walked for a very long time before they finally arrived at the end of the slope.


 The end opened into a wide, open clearing.


 Su Xing proceeded to activate another Daoist Light Talisman. Sweeping it all around, they were able to clearly see their surroundings.


 Underneath this ancient tomb was some other beautiful wonderland, with murals, glass lamps and an army of figurines.


 There were many copper lampstands scattered everywhere, all of them manufactured in the shape of lamp-holding slaves, and each slave was kneeling with both legs, their hands holding up the precious objects. This type of lamp, if brought to an antiques market on Earth, would be absolutely priceless.


 A sarcophagus was placed upon a platform that jutted out at the very top of the main hall. It seems that was final resting place for the ancient tomb master’s skeleton.


 “This ancient tomb truly was unexceptional.”


 Wu Xinjie was greatly disappointed.


 “For an officer as insignificant as this to have such a clever mechanism could be considered unexpected. What else could there be.” Gong Caiwei had on a face that asked if there was something else.


 “It isn’t often that you hear an ancient tomb contains a a changed corpse, but where’s the tomb’s guardian entity? There should be a ghost at the very least?” Wu Xinjie’s head shook left and right.


 Su Xing had absolutely nothing to say regarding her tendency to seek thrills.


 “Then you should have went to the Thousand Buddha Tomb. You’ll definitely remember it for the rest of your life.” Gong Caiwei snorted.


 “Who’s there?!” Su Xing suddenly raised his head and shouted.


 Within the darkness above the ancient tomb, a light discreetly lit up a bit, a sort of faint light, carrying with it a soft, white glow. She hovered within the darkness uncertainly, as if she was in the middle of a struggle against drowsiness, opening her eyes slowly one after the other. She was also like a wisp of smoke, bringing with her a slight mist.


 The white shadow transformed itself into a warm and gentle young lady, though that pair of expressions was filled with a cold that could invade the heart.


 Gong Caiwei was blank for a moment, but then she whispered: “It’s the ghost!”


 “That’s the ghost?” Su Xing was stunned.


 According to ancient legend, from birth to death, only the soul would not be extinguished. When a life ended, soon afterwards, the soul would leave the body and head towards the next life, every generation living and dying, reincarnating endlessly. However, somewhere in the world, there were bitter ghosts suffering from the three poisons of greed, anger and sentiment. Fearing death, they yearned for the material world. Dwelling on the past, refusing to pass on, these were the so-called “ghosts.”


 Especially within old burial mounds, there were some of the deceased that would take people with them into the grave. [3] The deceased would take advantage of their victims’ resentment to refine a spirit to act as their own tomb’s guardian.


 These sorts of ghosts were often far more fearsome than some trap.


 The Su Xing that disbelieved in the supernatural had never seen such a thing. Even though he knew Liangshan Continent was filled with the mysterious, upon suddenly seeing this, he was truly given a fright.


 When the two people cried out, the sound drifted and faded from far away within the ancient tomb, as if a lion had fallen into a tranquil lake and stirred up ripples. The light immediately shifted over to the distant darkness like it was alarmed by something, and within the dark surroundings, it lit up once more.


 Su Xing’s mind was jumping, and right after, almost as if the heart within his chest had stopped beating, he ceased breathing. He saw the beams of light as well as that spirit just now had almost the exact same pale glow. The darkness in front of them lit up. Afterwards, as if countless lamps had been lit, deathly pale lights began to rapidly sparkle, so much so that when he lifted his head to look, the area above him was also illuminating, flashing a serene yet lifeless light.


 Countless ghosts, as if awakening from a deep slumber, sensed the warmth of the very first human bodies in several hundred years and assembled where they were. Then, with the white light of wispy smoke, drifting indefinitely, they transformed into all sorts of faces, male and female, old and young, beautiful and unsightly. Each deathly pale face was brimming with the desire, the addiction, for flesh. Within Su Xing’s eyes, there was but a single feeling: icy cold.


 “You really jinxed us.” [4] Gong Caiwei spat darkly.


 Wu Xinjie innocently stuck out her tongue.


 The Leader Star Zhu Sha’s Five Elements Weather Banner unfolded in full, and though she seemed cold and determined, she was not that ruthless, for five small flags encircled the group and became a barrier.


 It was as if a shining flame had forced the ghosts to retreat a meter.


 “Unexpectedly, this is a ‘Warding [5] Array.’” Wu Xinjie sighed darkly.


 SFX: “Clang!”


 From the middle of the darkness came this clear sound.


 Gong Caiwei’s face was cold as frost. Seizing her sword, unsheathing its icy cold edge, it spewed forth boiling ice and fire.


 “Young master Su Xing, do you have a means of fighting ghosts?”


 Su Xing brought out the Binding Dragon Whisk, for it could be considered the sole artifact before his eyes that he could use.


 A whisk? Gong Caiwen felt like laughing. [6] Gripping her sword tightly, she raised her cold sword.


 “With so many ghosts, if you raise them as a magical army, then that’s not bad. But what a shame that they ran into this Gong.”


 Gong Caiwei lightly shouted. The lethal icy sword, under the grip of its master, blue light flaring vigorously, shot out countless rays that met the rushing ghosts and swept them aside. In an instant, the pale light of the ghosts lost out in brilliance to the blue light before them. Despite this, these ghosts apparently had no concept of fear at all, and like before, rushed again from all four directions.


 The moment the blue light touched the ghosts, a sword qi burst forth that chilled to the very bone. With a buzz, the first dozens of ghosts immediately vanished under the sword, their souls flying and scattering away.


 Su Xing wasn’t idle, either. With a shake of the Binding Dragon Whisk, its magic power turned into a thread, shooting out from the whisk. Although its power wasn’t as stunning as that of Gong Caiwei’s godly weapon, victory lay in repeated attacks. Within a period of time, the two worked together to suppress the ghosts’ attack. The ghostly howls of the ghosts resounded within the void and darkness of the main hall, a sound that would make anyone’s blood run cold.


 1. So apparently the spear she ran Sir Paper Fan through with wasn’t her signature spear? If that was the case, then how did Sir Paper Fan recognize her as Lin Chong? Me confused. ?


 2. Sorry to burst your bubble, lady, but… ?


 3. Note, this is an ancient practice where a deceased person is buried alongside sacrifices. This isn’t a ghost dragging away a living person. ?


 4. 烏鴉嘴 ?


 5. 辟邪陣法, Especially against evil spirits ?


 6. Honestly, I would, too, if I didn’t know that it was a rather powerful artifact. ?
﻿Chapter 35: The Tracing Snow Sword and Golden Thread Fish Scale Armor

 Gong Caiwei’s frosty sword effortlessly cut through the ghosts, clearing an entire circle around herself in the blink of an eye.


 The two’s attack power was admittedly great, however, it was still incapable of deterring the rest of the departed souls. More and more ghosts hurled themselves towards the group. These ghosts have been imprisoned within the tomb for an untold number of years, and their thirst to once again taste flesh drove these spirits to lose their sense of reason.


 A few of those lost souls even broke through Zhu Sha’s Warding Array, throwing themselves at Wu Xinjie.


 Su Xing saw this out of the corner of his eye and turned his body. He swept the whisk and dispersed that bunch of spirits while sweeping peacefully past Wu Xinjie’s whole body.


 But the number of ghosts in the surroundings was too high. Killing yet unable to efficiently kill, it had only been a few bouts but Gong Caiwei felt a bit sweaty, her breathing becoming heavy. Even so, she directed a fierce look at the surrounding flying weeping ghosts, baring her fangs, but her sword’s blue light was not as sharp as before. Gong Caiwei grit her teeth, smiling grimly.


 From within the screams of the ghosts that filled the entire area, the sound of a lone ghostly wailing began to come through. The faint white light began to release more light, as if weaving its ghostly qi. Gong Caiwei turned her head and looked at Su Xing.


 “Well, it looks like the ghosts haven’t got much left.”


 Gong Caiwei glanced and noticed Su Xing looked pristine, as if nothing had happened. Waving that whisk around as he pleased, the whisk’s magic power scattered over a wide area, handling the ghosts rather effectively, but it was obvious that this sort of artifact required significant power to support it. He was only Stardust Late Stage, so how could he maintain it for so long?


 How could she have known that the man who contracted two Star Generals under him had also obtained the Deviance Star’s Star Energy. Though his cultivation looked ordinary, this was nevertheless absolutely the proud Star Energy of one body.


 “Their numbers are truly too many. Should we fall back first, then make a plan?” Wu Xinjie suggested. Although the ghosts were easy to take care of, victory lay in greater numbers. If they had forced their way through, they would have wasted much energy..


 Gong Caiwei would not admit defeat, extending her right hand, forming an Orchid Hand Seal. Along with her hand gesture, the icy, frosty blade halted in midair. Suddenly, it plunged towards the ground, piercing into the ground in front of Gong Caiwei with a “clang,” and thereupon, the blue light rose once again. The tip of a cold blade emerged from the ground, and with the sword as the epicenter, the group became wrapped within a protective barrier.


 The surrounding ghosts eyed the tasty bodies of flesh before them. They threw caution to the wind as they all together rushed swiftly forwards, but only a short moment later, the barrier that sat on the ground abruptly rose upward. At once, the blue light hovered, a mist hanging in the air. It seemed this blue light had a spiritual nature, and a rainbow light arced over the two’s heads, immediately obstructing the ghosts outside of it.


 The ghostly weeping grew louder and louder while countless ghosts struck the barrier with everything they had.


 Gong Caiwei’s expression became so cold that even Su Xing, who was to the side, could not help but take note of it.


 “Star Ladle Great Essence, Sword Swiftly Rides the Wind! Go!!”


 Gong Caiwei put two fingers together, and the sword planted in the ground gathered a shining light along the blade. The blue spell along the blade flashed, followed by a rotation of the sword, and a great quantity of sword qi shot out from the sword. Like an unstoppable tidal wave, it flooded the main hall, leaving no corner untouched.


 The ghosts within the main hall let out mournful screams, being completely cleansed.


 The sword radiated a pure blue light, slowly dimming. Retrieving her blade, Gong Caiwei returned it to her Astral Bag.


 “Lady Caiwei is amazing. Is this sword perhaps not an ordinary artifact?” Wu Xinjie clapped her hands in praise, her eyes shining. “I do not know the name of this sword?”


 “Tracing Snow!” [1] Gong Caiwei faintly replied, appearing proud.


 “Tracing Snow, indeed it suits Lady Gong Caiwei very well!” Su Xing said. [2]


 Gong Caiwei said coolly: “And that whisk suits the young master.”


 Su Xing chuckled. “It seems we’ve wasted a lot of effort, but let’s see what’s inside this ancient tomb.”


 Gong Caiwei nodded and said: “This Gong wants to see what valuable requires so many ghosts.”
𝘧𝘳𝘦ℯ𝓌𝘦𝒷𝘯𝑜𝑣𝘦𝓁.𝒸𝘰𝓂

 Once the ancient grave’s spirits were cleansed, everyone could relax as they searched the ancient tomb.


 This ancient tomb appeared to not have anything of worth that a Star Cultivator needed, but after searching almost the entire area, their gazes finally fell upon the sarcophagus atop the platform.


 Legend has it that if a sarcophagus was buried underground for too long, or because of exposure to ghost qi, or even because of other reasons that gave rise to a changed corpse, but unavoidably, Wu Xinjie could jinx them again. Only after checking that there was nothing peculiar about the sarcophagus did they open it.


 Pushing open the sarcophagus’ lid, inside was a skeleton dressed in magnificent attire.


 Judging from the clothes, this person seemed to have held a very distinguished position. Also piled up in the sarcophagus were large quantities of precious metals and jewels, but apart from these, there was nothing else.


 “And what’s with this, all of it is just a bunch of garbage. This is exactly why Xinjie dislikes ancient graves. The ghost qi is too heavy, and there aren’t any good funerary items. Those artifacts and astral treasures wouldn’t be buried anyways.” Wu Xinjie said dejectedly. Glancing at the inscription upon the coffin lid, she twitched her mouth: “And this says something about a General Tianwei, [3] how ridiculous.”


 “What? Did you say General Tianwei?”


 Gong Caiwei suddenly asked, her expression was slightly startled.


 “Aye, it is written thus right on top.”


 Wu Xinjie indicated.


 Gong Caiwei took a glance and slowly restored her composure: “I did not expect this to be General Tianwei’s ancient grave!”


 “Was his influence great?” Su Xing stared at the bones within the coffin, wrinkling his brow quizzically.


 “General Tianwei was once one of Liangshan Continent’s more famous fierce generals. Although he wasn’t a Star Cultivator, his military career was outstanding. When the Great Liang Dynasty sent an expeditionary force to the Rippling Wave Kingdom, General Tianwei took twenty thousand troops and horses to defeat the Great Liang Dynasty’s army of a hundred thousand in a battle that rocked Liangshan.”


 Having been in Liangshan Continent for only so long, Su Xing was still a bit ignorant of this world’s affairs. Although Ling Yingmei and Wu Xinjie were Star Generals, they were barely acquainted with the history of Star Duels, and regarding specific details on Liangshan Continent, they were just as lost as Su Xing.


 “And then?” Su Xing asked curiously.


 “Then every major school of Star Cultivators appeared. Only then did the Great Liang Dynasty stop their expedition.” Gong Caiwei said: “This isn’t the point, though. The problem is that legend says this General Tianwei and the Blooming Water Sword Sect had a considerable relationship. There’s a wearable artifact called the ‘Golden Thread Fish Scale Armor’. [4] It is invincible, and the wearer need not fear water nor fire. Even those in proximity to this artifact would find Star Cultivators to be no challenge.”


 “Since this is General Tianwei’s tomb, the Golden Thread Armor should also have been buried alongside him since legend says that it was made into a funerary object after his death. Countless Star Cultivators have sought the general’s grave to obtain this artifact, the Golden Thread Armor, but nobody could ever find it.” Gong Caiwei snorted, her tone carried a bit of ridicule. “I never thought it would be this tomb, but now I understand why they had such an exhausting mechanism.”


 As Gong Caiwei said this, the formerly depressed Wu Xinjie’s eyes sparkled, but although the main hall was very large, the items it could conceal were not very many, and even Lin Yingmei joined the search effort.


 But after searching for a long time, never mind the Golden Thread Armor, not even a single golden thread could be seen.


 “Could it be it wasn’t buried with him?” Gong Caiwei could not understand.


 “The way I see it, this just isn’t the actual general at all.” Su Xing suddenly spoke as leaned against the side of the sarcophagus.


 “Impossible, this place here should be General Tianwei’s grave.”


 “And it could be, but this body is definitely not the actual general himself.” Su Xing was sure of it.


 Gong Caiwei walked over, “Why is that?”


 “Going by what you said, General Tianwei should be an extremely powerful man, at least enough to be given the moniker of Tianwei.”


 Gong Caiwei nodded. “The legends say he was indeed brave and fierce with extraordinary strength.”


 “Then I’m right. Looking at the skeleton’s joints, they’ve become weak with age. The finger joints have snapped in several places. This is definitely in contrast to the extraordinary strength this Tianwei person supposedly has.” Su Xing indicated to her.


 The girls naturally did not comprehend modern forensics’ bone analysis. [5] However, hearing Su Xing’s explanation, even they felt there was some logic behind it.


 “Young Master’s observations are truly keen, even being able to analyze just a skeleton alone.” Wu Xinjie admired.


 “Forget it, seems like this was a decoy grave.” Su Xing looked around the main hall, dejectedly stepping off the platform.


 Gong Caiwei abruptly smiled. “Is this what young master Su Xing truly believes?”


 “What does Lady Caiwei want to say?” Su Xing turned his head.


 “This Gong believes the ancient grave mechanism was designed to be this complex and layered. This is definitely the general’s true burial site.” Gong Caiwei was certain.


 “You say that’s the actual general? But we haven’t found that Golden Thread Armor you spoke of.” Su Xing showed just a bit of playfulness.


 “That really isn’t the general’s true skeleton.”


 “Lady Caiwei’s meaning is?”


 “This ancient grave is concealing another mechanism!!”


 Gong Caiwei said something astonishing.


 Su Xing’s eyes flashed a peculiar light.


 1. 溯雪 ?


 2. Dayummmm, I think he just signed his own death warrant. ?


 3. 天威將軍 ?


 4. 金絲魚鱗甲 ?


 5. A fighter pilot and a forensics expert? Where the hell did the Chinese find this guy? ?
﻿Chapter 36: Gong Caiwei

 “This general’s tomb conceals yet another mechanism?” The Knowledge Star Wu Xinjie’s jaw went slack, a bit confused.


 Did a grave need to be designed into a calculated trap?


 Wu Xinjie saw her own master was completely still. She believed from the bottom of her heart that Su Xing should have considered this, but right now, any way they looked at it, this ancient tomb did not overlook a single part of its design. The general’s sarcophagus, with its precious metals and stones, the lamp holding slaves, within this general’s tomb, all necessities were present. It even held the extremely rare ghosts inside as well.


 But wait, besides the ghosts, there were still the suspicions about the skeleton that Su Xing pointed out. Wu Xinjie’s mind turned rapidly, and she quickly realized why Gong Caiwei would say such a thing.


 “Lady Caiwei feels that for an ancient tomb to have so many ghosts is unusual, and generally speaking, only when an ancient tomb contains a valuable item could it be designed with such a ruthless mechanism, correct?”


 Gong Caiwei nodded, “This chamber of the tomb is a diversion meant to draw people in. This Gong surmises that the true tomb has definitely been hidden, much like the mechanism from before. Young master Su Xing, you must have also thought of this too, right?”


 Su Xing refused to say a word. Gong Caiwei’s careful deductions caused him to be shocked, for it was indeed as she said. Su Xing had also felt that this grave was like a deceptive shop sign, designed to fool would-be graverobbers, using a decoy to cover up the general’s true tomb. This sort of suspect grave within a tomb was not at all rare. If one was not attentive enough, then graverobbers would usually be tricked. After all, when a single person achieves an objective, because of a certain sense of satisfaction, they would not search any further to see whether there may be a hidden mechanism or not.


 Originally, Su Xing had intended to return temporarily, waiting until they split off from Gong Caiwei to take another look around. It seemed the degree of acuity the young girl had deserved to be feared.


 “If this Gong’s expectations are correct, there isn’t much time before the rest of the cultivators discover the mechanism to open the grave and reach this place. We still have some time left to open the mechanism, to find the Golden Thread Fish Scale Armor.”


 The atmosphere entered into an awkward silence.


 “Very well, then. Since the true tomb has a mechanism, let’s first find some clues.” Wu Xinjie groveled. Directing her gaze towards the Leader Star Zhu Sha: “Hee-hee, Little Sister Zhu Jun [1], since you are The Resourceful Strategist, you must find the mechanism quickly. If you get upstaged by this young girl, you’re going to embarrass yourself.”


 The Resourceful Strategist Zhu Sha’s face showed no expression, said no words. That pair of slender eyes had already begun surveying the tomb.


 The group began to once again search for the door hidden within the grave.


 “Xinjie, ignite the lanterns.” Su Xing said.


 Wu Xinjie and Lin Yingmei ignited the dozen or so lamps that still had oil, illuminating the tomb all around with a yellow light.


 Su Xing sat on the steps, indifferently folded his arms across his chest, then looked left and right.


 Gong Caiwei walked over and sat down next to him, the fragrance of Heavenly Mountain snow lotus herbs lingering about her. The clothes that surpassed snow covering her entire body were untouched by the slightest speck of dust; it seemed that this, too, was a rather exceptional item. She flashed a smile: “Young master Su Xing, are you not going to go look for clues to the mechanism?”


 “If this place has a mechanism, it definitely will not be so simply concealed.” Su Xing shook his head.


 “Oh.” Gong Caiwei was in approval.


 Su Xing turned his head, tilting his head as he looked at the girl. The first time he saw her, he felt Gong Caiwei was as cold as ice, without an artificial countenance. However, passing through this incident in the general’s tomb, he discovered that she was a bit warmer and softer than he thought her to be. Of course, whatever the face hidden behind the veil was thinking about, no one knew.


 “Lady Caiwei, just what are you planning?” Su Xing blurted out.


 “And what is young master Su Xing anxious about now?” Gong Caiwei lightly smiled.


 Su Xing said: “Since you know I am a Star Master, going by the rules of Star Duels, we should be considered enemies…”


 “And we are enemies, certainly.” Gong Caiwei interrupted him.


 Su Xing was even more confused: “Your cultivation is higher than mine, that Tracing Snow Sword is also not a simple artifact, and your Leader Star, The Resourceful Strategist Zhu Wu, is even an expert at using arrays. She is even more incredible than the Knowledge Star…Don’t you feel the current circumstances are very odd? What should obviously have happened is you live and I die, yet now we are having such a light-hearted chat?”


 Gong Caiwei covered her mouth in surprise, and smiling: “Sir, you are truly an understanding person.”


 “Then call me Su Xing.” Su Xing said.


 “Star Duels are definitely as the young master has said, but young master Su Xing is looking down on this Gong too much. If young master Su Xing wants to die and this Gong live, this Gong would definitely keep you company and show absolutely no mercy.” Gong Caiwei’s tone penetrated through with a cold resolve: “However, young master Su Xing apparently does not have a sense for fighting, so this Gong lost all interest. From the perspective of this Gong, only by having a showdown at Maiden Mountain is one qualified to assume the title of Liangshan Continent’s number one. Only by this is there any meaning.”


 “Your way of thinking really is simple.” Su Xing wanted to say that she was terribly foolish and awfully naive. Assassination was an underhanded method, but it truly was effective. However, taking a different point of view, Su Xing found that he himself seemed to have no means of killing without just cause a person that hadn’t threatened him. Perhaps he still had inside a bit of the sense of dignity and duty he had as a soldier, but it could definitely be said he still hadn’t completely accepted the rules of Star Duels.


 “There’s still another reason within.” Gong Caiwei muttered to herself, almost faltering.


 “What reason?”


 “Killing Star Masters will admittedly give you the opposing Star General’s Star Energy and Star Weapon, but that Star Energy contains the Star General’s and her master’s resentment. This sort of loathing Star Energy will torment a Star Master to the point of insanity, so it isn’t just this Gong who thinks this way; all the other Star Masters think so as well. Carrying this cursed grudge will not give even the slightest advantage in the fight over Maiden Mountain.


 Su Xing half-doubted what Gong Caiwei said.


 “The young master doesn’t believe me?”


 Su Xing definitely could not believe this. The battle he had with the Deviance Star at Grand Border City three months ago was still fresh on his mind.


 As these three months passed, he harmonized with the Deviance Star’s Star Energy and did not sense or receive even the slightest sign of a hateful intent within it.


 “The Maiden Mountain Records also record it as such. In short, this Gong hasn’t any sort of interest because this Gong has no need for that sort of Star Energy.” Gong Caiwei laughed.


 While the two people there were cheerfully chatting away, on the other side were three Star Maidens each showing their own quirks.


 After some time, the three girls had searched everywhere in the chamber, not even overlooking the smallest corner, but in the end, they still turned up empty handed. Both the Knowledge Star Wu Xinjie and the Resourceful Strategist Zhu Sha, the two greatest and wisest experts, even tried to find if there were clues to a different mechanism. Though, even the short time they took to consider this was not an easy task.


 “We are completely unable to find any sort of hidden mechanism.”


 Gong Caiwei raised her head. Zhu Sha nodded her head towards her without the slightest expression, for she concurred with Wu Xinjie’s analysis.


 “Maybe there was never a secret room at all?” Lin Yingmei’s thinking was the most direct. She believed that perhaps the people here were too smart that they fooled themselves into believing there was a secret grave within the tomb.


 Gong Caiwei narrowed her eyes, inspecting everything placed within the tomb. “Have you examined all of these funerary sculptures?”


 Zhu Sha shook her head, her voice was gloomy: “We tried everything already.”


 “Could it be this Gong was mistaken?” Gong Caiwei murmured.


 “Would it have anything to do with the Five Elements Mechanism at the very beginning?” Lin Yingmei asked.


 The answer was negative.


 “I didn’t spot any items related to the Five Elements Mechanism within the tomb.” Wu Xinjie said helplessly.


 Seeing this incident had arrived at a dead end, Su Xing got up. He cast a casual glance at the coffin when suddenly, he narrowed his eyes and smiled.


 “Perhaps this is a mechanism that we could not see from the very start…”


 “Eh?????”


 Author’s Note: Please give me your ballots to make up for yesterday’s chapter. Tonight still has at least 6000 new characters.


 1. This should be Zhu Wu, but this was in the raws, so… ?
﻿Chapter 37: Demon Corpse General Tianwei

 “A mechanism that cannot be seen?”


 Everyone present followed Su Xing’s line of sight and saw several unlit lamps, and Wu Xinjie immediately realized what he meant. These lamps were to be used as an intermediary, similar to how the Five Elements were involved in opening the first tomb, to activate the second mechanism.


 How could these Knowledge Stars not even come up with this.


 The problem was that they lacked a Five Elements Lamp.


 “That lamp is just within the coffin.” Su Xing hinted. Within the sarcophagus’ interior was a single disc-shaped motif, engraved with the depiction a lamp-holding slave statue. A careful look was needed to see it, for dust and the like so easily concealed it as to almost completely shroud it from view.


 “Young Master truly is careful.” Wu Xinjie giggled. Although she could understand the situation, sometimes, when compared to Su Xing, who could survey things and instantly respond in myriad ways, she still felt embarrassingly lacking. Thus, she sought to bind together a contract with him.


 Su Xing got a piece of gold, a platter of water, a piece of stone, a flicker of flame, and a length of wood and placed them each within the lamps, forming the Cycle of the Five Elements. Originally, they thought this should have opened it, but unexpectedly the tomb remained quiet without a single reaction.


 “That’s odd. Does the Five Elements mechanism not work.” For the first time, Su Xing was slightly confused.


 The Knowledge Star, Resourceful Star Wu Yong, smiled and moved with a unique charm: “Young Master, leave this sort of thing to this little girl.”


 Wu Xinjie was seen standing at the center of the chamber, her eyes closed in deep thought. As she opened them, a seemingly pure light emitted from within her eyes. Wu Xinjie walked around in front of those lamps, sized them up, and switched what was within each of them.


 Besides the Resourceful Strategist Zhu Sha, who was lightly nodding her head, Su Xing and the rest completely did not understand what she was doing.


 “If Xinjie has guessed correctly, that thing should be here.” Wu Xinjie spoke to herself. Her gaze swept all over the floor, and after a moment, the Knowledge Star showed a trace of pleasant surprise. “Found it.”


 Wu Xinjie pressed that spot on the floor, and that piece of tile sank with a rumble, and an amazing spectacle occurred.


 The wall behind the sarcophagus issued a dull noise and opened loudly. The mechanism hidden within the tomb had actually been opened by Wu Xinjie.


 “Xinjie, how did you do that?” Su Xing praised her in awe.


 “Xinjie was only substituting for Young Master to put the Five Elements within their proper positions.” Wu Xinjie explained.


 Su Xing’s thinking was absolutely correct, but he slightly neglected the positions of the Five Elements. The accepted theory of the Five Elements within Liangshan Continent was that the east was for wood, the west for gold, the south for fire, and the north for water. Therefore, Wu Xinjie first confirmed the orientation of the ancient tomb. Then, she once again placed the items in accordance with the Five Elements Theory. Upon the east lamp was placed wood, upon the west lamp was placed gold, and so forth.


 As for earth of the Five Elements, that was represented by the all the earth within this underground hidden tomb. Then, the only thing left for Wu Xinjie was to find the lamp sculpture bearing the matching design, press it down, and the second Five Elements would open by itself.


 When Su Xing finished listening to her explanation, he was filled with endless admiration. If they were discussing about the pitfalls of psychology and such, then naturally he believed the Knowledge Star was not necessarily his opponent, but in case a mechanism involved classical theory, he could only blush in shame.


 In this field, the Knowledge Star without a doubt took the lead.


 “As expected of the Resourceful Star, this Gong is interested to see between the Resourceful Strategist and you just who is the most resourceful. Should there be a chance, we will challenge you.” Gong Caiwei said profoundly: “If you could be more earnest, that would be even better.”


 “Much obliged.” Wu Xinjie believed that refusing had no meaning.


 Lin Yingmei stared at Wu Xinjie and entered the third level of the tomb without uttering a single word.


 Su Xing walked to her side, and concerned, he asked: “Yingmei, what’s wrong?”


 Lin Yingmei shook her head, tightly pursing her lips. Compared to the Knowledge Star Wu Yong, she could still show quite a bit of force. But the currently recuperating girl’s eyes clearly showed a trace of unwillingness.


 “Yingmei shall pledge to protect Young Master!” Lin Yingmei clenched her fist, her eyes resolute.


 Su Xing placed his hand on her shoulder, reminding her to not assume responsibility for everything herself.


 “I know–”


 He said.


 Gong Caiwei who was currently engaged in conversation with Wu Xinjie watched the couple in front of her.


 “Who is that young girl to the young master Su Xing?” Gong Caiwei carried with her a slight curiosity. From the first time they met, Gong Caiwei paid attention to Lin Yingmei. The girl’s pupils sprung a strong, handsome spirit that touched people’s hearts. She was familiar with this sensation. If she was a Star General, then why did she currently appear to be extremely weak. It was as if her contractor had died, as if her life energy was critically injured.


 “And what do you think?” Wu Xinjie looked at Su Xing holding Ling Yingmei’s back, showing an ambiguous smile.


 “Is she young master Su Xing’s little sister? Servant? Bodyguard?” Gong Caiwei felt this was not quite the case. A lover was even less likely. [1]


 “She is a person that Young Master would sacrifice his life to protect.” Wu Xinjie endlessly admired him.


 Gong Caiwei looked pensive.


 The third grave’s pathway was not at all long. Dim fires were lit within the tomb, and a grand silhouette could vaguely be made out.


 Su Xing again placed a Daoist Light Talisman.


 Statues of soldiers and horses in formation were separated into two groups, and between them was a road. At the end of the road was an elevated platform, where its surroundings had dragon pillars, and in the middle was erected an iron coffin. The bizarre iron coffin was bound by several lengths of iron chain, among them was one that was bound to the entrance of the pathway. Just as the great door over there opened, the shackles were disturbed, rattling violently.


 A ghostly wind blew, as if weaving ghost qi.


 Su Xing had an ominous premonition from the bottom of his heart.


 “This is bad!” The taciturn Zhu Sha suddenly shouted.


 Everybody genuinely felt tense, and even Gong Caiwei had turned grave. “Zhu Sha, is there something else that is far worse than this?”


 “That is a Five Ghosts Corpse Soul Lock Array! When we opened the door just now, we damaged the array’s mechanism!!” Zhu Sha formed a hand seal, and the Five Elements Weather Banner turned into a clump.


 Wind rose, clouds formed, lightning flashed, thunder rolled.


 The chains shook.


 In the middle of a loud rumble, the stone door behind them closed heavily.


 Only the sound of a raucous, coarse, chilling to the very depths of the heart cackling could be heard.


 “Foolish ones, you dare to rush into my General Tianwei’s tomb. Today, you shall have no way to return!!”


 Rumble!


 The iron coffin opened, and with Golden Thread Fish Scale Armor draped over its shoulders, an ugly man grasping a broadsword walked out. His entire body emitted ghost qi, and his eyes were an aquamarine. Countless departed souls swirled about his entire body, issuing ghostly sobs.


 The scene before them gave off a piercing chill.


 “It’s a Demon Corpse!”


 Zhu Sha concentrated on it.


 “Heh heh, I did not think that the grand General Tianwei after death would unexpectedly turn into such an unsightly monster. No wonder so many mechanisms were set up to hide yourself.” Gong Caiwei coldly laughed, Tracing Snow Sword unsheathed.


 A blue light floated about the entire place, and it immediately mitigated the ghostly chills being generated.


 “Cowardly thief, see that this General still will not kneel!”


 General Tianwei opened his mouth and a puff of ghost qi spewed forth.


 The Five Elements Weather Banner spun to block the incoming ghost qi, “Princess, be careful!” Zhu Sha yelled.


 Gong Caiwei snorted, and urging it on with one hand, the “Tracing Snow” shot high into the air like a loosed arrow and shone a cold light. General Tianwei lifted his broadsword enshrouded in ghost qi, and with a bang cut away at the Tracing Snow. Gong Caiwei’s figure moved, arriving in the blink of an eye in front of General Tianwei, apparently having already anticipated that Tracing Snow would be deflected. Taking advantage of the already airborne sword, she grabbed it as she rapidly flew in for the kill.


 Tracing Snow’s cold light and General Tianwei’s ghost qi mixed together in a mess.


 “You guys wait here for the opportunity to act, then take it. I can’t let her fight by herself.” Su Xing told Wu Xinjie and Lin Yingmei. Seeing Lin Yingmei ball up her fist, he knew that forcing the Panther Head to do nothing was far more unbearable than killing her.


 “We cannot be careless about Gong Caiwei. Right now, we still cannot let her know your body’s condition.” Su Xing projected his voice directly to their ears. [2] “Yingmei, you are definitely the last card I can play.”


 Lin Yingmei knew that Su Xing’s words were meant to console her. During her recuperation period, her strength was not even at half its normal level. Rashly acting was definitely the worst plan. Lin Yingmei nodded her head, silent.


 General Tianwei’s bold and decisive offensive was overpowering even Gong Caiwei’s flexible and delicate swordplay. The countless ghosts to the side recklessly hissed and bit at Gong Caiwei, scattering her attentiveness.


 “Die!” The broadsword hacked downwards toward Gong Caiwei’s head.


 The young girl coldly snorted. Softly positioning her body, she then flew backwards several meters in retreat. This General Tianwei fought plenty of battles when he was alive, and after turning into a Demon Corpse he still ascended another level in strength.


 The countless ghosts greedily rushed towards and threw themselves at Gong Caiwei. However, just as they were about to bite into the young girl, a gushing magical power, like a tidal wave, struck and scattered and even outright killed some of the ghosts.


 “You’re boasting too much about yourself.” Su Xing rushed over.


 “Oh, you didn’t escape?” Gong Caiwei showing a smiling face, her veil having long since been torn away by the ghosts. He already knew of one beautiful face that could fell a city. [3] The heroic spirit within her eyes along with her beautiful face could strike fear into people’s hearts and minds.


 General Tianwei took large strides, arriving in front of the two, and with a whoosh, that broadsword sent out a demonic wind that chilled to the bone.


 Su Xing raised the Binding Dragon Whisk, magic energy sputtering out, but the Star Energy’s power was blocked by the Fish Scale Golden Armor draped over him. Gong Caiwei’s sword edge swept like a hook, directly stabbing into the golden armor, but the sword edge also had no way of penetrating even a bit.


 The broadsword swept past the two’s brows, forcing Su Xing and Gong Caiwei to retreat further.


 “That’s the Golden Thread Fish Scale Armor you spoke of?” Su Xing stared at the threadlike yet scaly golden armor, slightly sighing.


 “Do you want it? Then just kill him already!” Gong Caiwei’s reply was forceful. She threw out a Cold Ice Palm, the cold qi upon the palm even abruptly dragged down the air temperature to an extreme point as the floor began to ice over.


 General Tianwei’s broadsword waved, his golden armor trembled, his entire body’s ghost qi unexpectedly scattered Gong Caiwei’s Cold Ice Palm completely.


 Su Xing swept the Binding Dragon Whisk, weaving a thread towards General Tianwei. With a mighty grunt, General Tianwei slashed and unexpectedly shattered Su Xing’s magical power. A burst of ghost qi flew directly at his abdomen, and Su Xing only caught it with great difficulty.


 “Eat this Gong’s ‘Five Styles Burning Phoenix Hairpins’!”


 The sound of a coldly spoken incantation.


 Gong Caiwei finally for the first time used her own artifact. Five golden glittering phoenix hairpins flew out from her Astral Bag. Upon meeting the air, they rose and split off in midair. In a split second, five golden lights oddly penetrated General Tianwei’s acupuncture points in his four limbs and neck directly.


 “Five Styles True Flame, Golden Phoenix Returns to the Nest! Burn!!”


 The five golden hairpins radiated a golden light, lighting up even the inside of General Tianwei’s body.


 1. ( ?° ?? ?°) ?


 2. 打了一個傳音入耳, almost like telepathy. ?


 3. Most likely, he is referring to Helen of Troy. ?
﻿Chapter 38: The Panther Head’s Overpowering Pressure

 “Hou!” SFX: Roar!


 General Tianwei snarled.


 A terrifying ghost qi spouted out from his body. Unexpectedly, it directly forced out the five hairpins nailed to his acupuncture points. As the golden light immediately faded, it seemed the artifact itself sustained damage to its spiritual qi, and Gong Caiwei’s expression turned cold.


 General Tianwei raised his blade and slashed towards Gong Caiwei.


 At this time, countless threads encircled them from behind and constricted his hands and feet.


 “Countless Links Wrapping Silk Technique!!”


 Su Xing urged on the Binding Dragon Whisk. In order to deal with the General Tianwei before his eyes, he could no longer afford to hold back in the very least. His Star Energy surged and was released, turning into countless threads that wrapped around the Demon Corpse, turning it into a mummy.


 Gong Caiwei took advantage of the time to control her sword.


 “Star Ladle Great Essence, Sword Swiftly Rides the Wind! Go!!”


 The Tracing Snow turned into a cold light that stabbed the bound Corpse Demon straight to the bone. The surrounding ghosts tried to intercept it, but they were torn to shreds by the sword qi on the Tracing Snow.


 Blue light and ghostly light slammed into each other, and the force from that directly ripped apart Su Xing’s Countless Links Wrapping Silk Technique. The powerful shockwave forced Su Xing backwards several meters.


 The cold light scattered, and the Demon Corpse was unexpectedly unscathed. [1]


 However, that Golden Thread Fish Scale Armor had given rise to a slight dent. Evidently it had suffered damage that was not light.


 General Tianwei twisted his face.


 Gong Caiwei hastily recalled Tracing Snow. General Tianwei let loose a great roar, and a great expanse of ghosts pounced towards Gong Caiwei. Five small banners suddenly spun around her, halting all of of the ghosts.


 The one who acted was Zhu Sha, of course.


 General Tianwei noticed the other people present. He roared, deep and low: “Die, you petty thieves!”


 Innumerable ghosts rushed out from within the earth, their enormous quantity covering their field of vision.


 The group immediately used their Star Energies to establish a protective barrier.


 All of a sudden, Su Xing felt a cold, intimidating force rush at him. Raising his head, he only saw General Tianwei’s broadsword hacking towards him.


 Su Xing waved the Binding Dragon Whisk, and its copious amount of threads obstructed General Tianwei’s blade. However, the thin silk was then immediately destroyed, alarming Su Xing. He hastily raised the Binding Dragon Whisk in front of him to defend himself while also dodging backwards. In the blink of an eye, the Nebula Stage Artifact exploded as it was shattered into pieces by General Tianwei’s broadsword. [2]


 Su Xing’s heart sunk. This Demon Corpse’s power was very strong.


 “Young Master, be careful!” Wu Xinjie and Lin Yingmei protected his flanks at this time. The moment the Knowledge Star chanted, she at the same time threw one hundred Splashing Fire Talismans all at once. The hundred talismans turned into several hundred fireballs that lit the tomb, almost like daylight. Rumbling explosions resounded throughout the tomb, making the tomb seem like it was about to collapse. At long last, with much effort was the maelstrom of frightening ghosts dissolved.


 Wu Xinjie complained: “Thus, Xinjie hates ancient tombs the most. They do not say if there are no valuables, and we always bump into these sorts of monsters.”


 General Tianwei was a fierce general during his life, and becoming a Corpse Demon after dying gave him no cause for thought. With a Golden Thread Fish Scale Armor that protected his body, a demonic blade that conquered in all four directions, in this tomb rich with ghost qi and innumerable ghosts at his command, it was unknown how much stronger he was compared to a Star Cultivator’s artifacts.


 It did not occur to these two that this seemingly nondescript and innocuous ancient tomb would unexpectedly have this sort of evil spirit character at the very end.


 Against this Demon Corpse, with the artifacts and Star Energy in their eyes unable to bring an end to this menace, the two changed their tactics.


 “Let’s see if it’s your broadsword that is powerful, or if this Gong’s swordplay is even better.”


 Gong Caiwei whispered. The Tracing Snow in the front rushed to attack the Demon Corpse, and Su Xing could only take out Silver Blade. It was a pity he did not have any more ammunition, else using it against the Demon Corpse would have been just perfect.


 A man and woman threaded their way towards the Demon Corpse. A frosty cold sword and a monstrous and strange pistol bayonet continuously attacked. But General Tianwei was a great killer across the land, once leading troops and horses numbering twenty thousand to defeat an army of a hundred thousand, after all. Comparing his battle prowess, he was not the slightest bit inferior.


 A white silhouette flew out, and it was Gong Caiwei forming hand seals in midair.


 A cold, icy qi shot out of her fingertips, but it was immediately dissolved by ghost qi.


 General Tianwei wanted to pursue and attack, but five small banners suddenly appeared over his whole body. An array came into view as thunder rolled and lightning flashed, provoking the Demon Corpse repeatedly with great noise. Su Xing plunged Silver Blade straight into the Demon Corpse’s stomach, but this sort of fatal injury was nothing more than scratching an itch for a Demon Corpse. With all its might, it shrugged Su Xing off and flung him several meters far away, and then it spewed out a thick cloud of ghost qi.


 Su Xing evaded in alarm.


 “Young Master, shall we retreat first?” Seeing the two at a great disadvantage, Wu Xinjie was becoming anxious. She glanced attentively at the pale-faced Lin Yingmei.


 The grave was saturated in ghost qi for a hundred years, and the ghosts’ stock of ghost qi was limitless. Opposing the Demon Corpse’s undead raised with ghost qi, this was extremely unfavorable for Star Cultivators. This was akin to a cultivator proficient in Earth techniques fighting a Water technique cultivator in the middle of a large river. Even if the former’s rank was higher, the latter could still rely on the terrain to bolster his own power.


 If it was only Su Xing alone in the grave, he only needed to bring out the Blaze Refining Saber, for that was sufficient to cremate the Demon Corpse. The Blaze Refining Saber’s Demon Flame Sword Arts happened to be the right item to subdue the Demon Corpse and its ghosts. However, there was currently an oblivious Gong Caiwei nearby. [3] Su Xing was the sort that was more cautious about consequences than others. He could tell that the young lady was not showing all of her strength, holding back her power just a bit, seemingly to gauge Su Xing’s minimum capabilities.


 The Demon Corpse General Tianwei struggled to free himself from the Leader Star’s Array, standing strong.


 Just at this time, though, a resolute shadow rapidly approached the Demon Corpse without warning. Its speed was like lightning, and no one expected this.


 The Demon Corpse’s face was struck ruthlessly, and his body twisted backwards and fell.


 General Tianwei bellowed, and the ghosts clamored. They wanted to completely devour the flesh of the body responsible for the sneak attack until nothing was left.


 SFX: Hè!!! [4]


 The chilly shout that could shake mountains and overturn seas unexpectedly frightened the ghosts, scattering them all.


 To have this sort of courage and ferocious attack power just shown, and under the condition of not using Star Energy, in all of Liangshan Continent, the only ones capable of this were the Star Generals of Maiden Mountain.


 Shockingly, she was Lin Yingmei!


 “The little general dares to show off his might!”


 Lin Yingmei tightly clenched her fists very forcefully.


 Su Xing’s mouth opened and shut, wanting to speak, but in the end, Wu Xinjie pulled at Su Xing, shaking her head in refusal. Su Xing was speechless, but he faintly nodded at Lin Yingmei.


 Gong Caiwei and the eternally expressionless Leader Star Zhu Sha were both also frightened. How could this seemingly sick and debilitated girl suddenly produce such courage. Zhu Sha’s shoulders sunk, suddenly having a pressure push down on her.


 “This General today will take your flesh and blood as tribute.” General Tianwei got up, clenching his broadsword, slashing it downwards in a whirlwind.


 Lin Yingmei’s figure ducked, rushing forward in a low posture with hardly any fear.


 Just who was it that was confronting General Tianwei? Liangshan Continent’s famous Majestic Star Lin Chong. In all of the continent, comparing pure military force, the number that could surpass Lin Chong could be counted with fingers. Even if her body’s condition was not even half of its usual strength, the current Lin Yingmei showed a level that still struck fear into people.


 Punching flesh again and again, breaking muscles one after another, every strike was intended to kill General Tianwei.


 General Tianwei’s odd swordplay seemed to not exist within Lin Yingmei’s eyes, every strike easily avoided by the girl. The Demon Corpse that relied on the Golden Thread Fish Scale Armor to avoid being felled and protect his body as he fought Su Xing and Gong Caiwei never thought he would encounter a monster such as she.


 The broadsword had no way to prevent the forceful Lin Yingmei’s surprise attack. The Golden Thread Fish Scale Armor also seemed to be no more than a decoration, as Lin Yingmei selected to attack the Demon Corpse’s weak points. In the blink of an eye, she had pressured General Tianwei into the defensive. Tearing great pieces of rotting flesh off his body, a putrid stench began to spread through the room.


 The ghosts howled frantically as they wanted to attack Lin Yingmei.


 At this time, Su Xing, Gong Caiwei and the rest were not about to let the ghosts’ wish be fulfilled. The group’s assault lay down a protective boundary for Lin Yingmei, cutting off the ghosts’ counterattack. Having lost the usefulness of the ghosts as well as the utility of both broadsword and Golden Thread Fish Scale Armor, the Demon Corpse was nearly mad.


 The broadsword’s attacks became sloppy, its discipline gone.


 “Just who the hell is this woman?!!”


 General Tianwei gave a distorted howl.


 The broadsword swiped nothing but empty space, and Lin Yingmei suddenly stepped onto the blade. Making a great leap, she clenched her fist tightly. Her pale face had turned red from the intense movements and exertion. [5]


 As if concentrating all of her anger into her fist, a great pressure was exerted directly on those trembling ghosts.


 The girl’s figure leapt onto the Demon Corpse’s head, and almost like she was Mount Tai of Liangshan’s Five Sacred Mountains, he was pinned by a great pressure.


 The heavy pressure unexpectedly frightened the formerly arrogant Demon Corpse completely into a dumbfounded state.


 Her heavy fist exploded downwards, directly sending the Demon Corpse’s skull tunneling into its own neck and body. [6] It seemed that this Demon Corpse was already thoroughly incapable of moving, turning into a pile of pus, and the ghosts floating within the ancient tomb also suddenly crumbled away.


 Gong Caiwei’s mouth hung slightly agape, dumbstruck. [7]


 “Zhu Sha, she’s a Star General?”


 The Leader Star Zhu Sha’s expression was serious, nodding: “That should be correct, and I fear her rank is not low.” In Liangshan Continent, there were only the exceptional Earthly Stars among the Star Generals could ignore cultivation ranks as well as completely pressure down General Tianwei’s ghost qi and swordplay.


 The vast majority of Star Cultivators relied on artifacts, and not any sort of secret art was able to achieve this feat, either.


 This was the greatest difference between a Star General and a Star Cultivator.


 “Two Star Generals?” Gong Caiwei was confused. The historical records were not without past Star Masters that could contract two Star Generals at the same time, but they were rare as phoenix feathers; hardly one appeared every hundred years. Surely, she was not that fortunate enough to meet one by chance, and seeing just how unbearably weak this Star General was, she recalled what Wu Xinjie said earlier. Gong Cai wei guess: “Could it be because Su Xing and the Knowledge Star signed a contract, she never signed one with Su Xing and is simply a Scattered Star following him everywhere out of adoration? Or maybe she saved Su Xing once before, so that’s why Su Xing would lay down his life to protect her?”


 The Resourceful Strategist was also thoughtfully nodding her head. This explained why Lin Yingmei was so weak when they first met. She definitely experienced a bitter duel in the past such that it was even possible that Su Xing defeated her. As a result of some cause, she signed a contract and was unable to yield, thus she followed him around. However, she should know that this sort of following around day and night would one day be destroyed.


 Thinking of this greatly relieved Gong Caiwei. After all, those that could contract with two Star Generals at once were very terrifying people, even if he identity and pride were hard to avoid, she still had the heart to kill.


 Gong Caiwei and her Resourceful Strategist could not understand if Wu Xinjie’s words were meant to mislead them. As for this point, they thought those words were a trap designed to resolve this situation. Even Su Xing might not have thought about this.


 “Zhu Sha, can you guess what Star she is?” Gong Caiwei smiled.


 “I can name all of Maiden Mountain’s Star Generals that are capable of this imposing manner, but even though her Destined Star Weapons wasn’t used, I can still achieve this much. Your servant believes there are five Heavenly Stars capable of this, the Strength Star Lu Junyi, the Majestic Star Lin Chong, the Harm Star Wu Song, the Brave Star Guan Sheng and the Skilful Star, Yan Qing. The first three Heavenly Stars definitely do not sign contracts, and the Brave Star Guan Sheng would not face a broadsword empty-handed, so your servant guesses that she should be the Skilful Star Yan Qing. It is a fact that Yan Qing is an expert in boxing [8] in Liangshan Continent.” Although the Leader Star Resourceful Strategist Zhu Wu did not have Knowledge Star Wu Yong’s “Think Then Act,” relying on her own analysis, she still thought up a logical guess.


 Gong Caiwei nodded, smiling in relief. “So it’s only the Heavenly Star that is ranked last.” [9]


 “Princess, what do you plan to do?”


 “I’ll have him accompany me on a trip to enter the Flower Dragon Cave…” Gong Caiwei clapped her hands together while smiling beautifully.


 1. Hm, “stabbed to the bone” and “unscathed” at the same time…doesn’t make sense, guys. ?


 2. NOOOO!! He lost a valuable weapon!! ?


 3. Recall that Cong Caiwei believes that absorbing the Star Energy of defeated Star Generals has severe negative consequences. If Su Xing uses the Saber, she’ll immediately realize there is the possibility of harmonization with that Star Energy and may seek to interrogate or kill Su Xing in pursuit of that method. ?


 4. 喝, basically a shouting sound effect. ?


 5. Could it be…TRANS-AM?! Please let me make this reference… ?


 6. Well…damn… ?


 7. 呆若木雞 ?


 8. 拳術 ?


 9. Are you sure about that? Props to John Cena for the memes… ?
﻿Chapter 39: The Immortal Hero Princess

 Honestly speaking, Su Xing was also startled by the courage that exploded out of Lin Yingmei. He originally was still anxious about Lin Yingmei and her body’s condition, but that seemed somewhat unnecessary. Lin Yingmei was only slightly pale and a little exhausted, however, it seemed that the Majestic Star’s potential was truly unfathomable.


 Seeing that Gong Caiwei’s expression could not be identified as gloomy or clear, Su Xing spared not another thought on her. If they really wanted to fight, come whatever, he would fight whatever. Even if she had a trump card, with Su Xing’s Profound Star Barrier, he did not fear her.


 The unexpected thing was that Gong Caiwei walked over wearing a smile offering extreme praises to Lin Yingmei, apparently not jealous towards Su Xing for having two Star Generals. Only the heavens knew if she was foolish and naive to cause mischief or if there was some other reason, but Su Xing welcomed this with a smiling face. However, Gong Caiwei then threw out a sentence that completely baffled Su Xing.


 “Young master Su Xing, this Gong does not know how you feel about acquiring the Blooming Water Divine Thunder this time around?”


 “Blooming Water Divine Thunder?” Su Xing remained unmoved: “Yours truly has Star Energy only at the Stardust Late Stage. If I can make a breakthrough within these ten days, then I’ll go observe if I can. If I cannot break through, then I’ll just go see the Water and Land Assembly.”


 “This Gong wants to invite young master Su Xing to go to the Flower Dragon Cave together, how about it?” Gong Caiwei’s expression was very sincere.


 Su Xing had not given a reply when Gong Caiwei interrupted him: “If young master agrees, then this Gong will assist the young master to break through the Stardust Stage and enter the Nebula Stage.”


 “Your reason!” Su Xing spat out these two words. The heavens above did not rain down pies, even he knew this fact.


 “Going through this ancient tomb, seeing the young master has made this Gong become truly fond of you, does that count as a reason?” Gong Caiwei said sweetly. [1]


 “Although I know you really like me, this is an insufficient reason. After all, your one-sided infatuation is not enough to make me trust you.” Su Xing rebuffed her. Wu Xinjie laughed with a “Pfft!” Her own master was actually very shameless.


 “This Gong is serious. Does young master Su Xing want to obtain the true Blooming Water Divine Thunder?”


 “The true Blooming Water Divine Thunder?” Su Xing did not understand. There were fake copies of the Divine Thunder?


 “Correct. What everyone gathers in the Flower Dragon Cave is just an ordinary Blooming Water Thunder, a far cry from Divine Thunder. Even the ones produced by refinement techniques that can turn out a Blooming Water Divine Thunder are just barely ordinary. Otherwise, so many years have passed and we have never heard about any cultivator that could successfully obtain amazing powers from the Blooming Water Divine Thunder; the reason for that is this.”


 “Why did you tell me this?”


 Gong Caiwei lightly smiled: “This Gong already said so, I need young master Su Xing. Hidden within the Flower Dragon Cave is a certain paradise. Lain down is an ancient ‘Heavenly Star Forbiddance,’ it requires two Star Masters’ Star Crests joined together to open, so this Gong requires a Star Master.”


 Heavenly Star Forbiddance!


 Su Xing was slightly moved. This was Liangshan Continent’s most famous and profound type of forbiddance art. This type of forbiddance art was extremely simple to break since it only needed a Star Crest to open, but this sort of protective formation was also the most terrifying. It appeared as if only a few Star Cultivators working together could breach it, which was an attractive option since Star Masters only appeared when the Star Duels started. In addition, even if they did appear, they were often hostile elements. To reach a mutual understanding to cooperate in breaking the protective formation was not that easy, though. Often, when these forbiddances are discovered, it would make most Star Cultivators hateful and indignant, so this sort of protective formation was both safe and absolutely dangerous.


 However, oftentimes the forbidden grounds of the Heavenly Star Forbiddance made cultivators both crazy and regretful because those laying down this type of forbiddance were generally Transforming Star of Annihilation rank masters. [2] The items inside were absolutely rare treasures and the like.


 For instance, the Little Kun Wu Three Stars Protective Formation of three months ago that needed three Star Generals to open not only had an Astral Gemstone and those ancient, bizarre dragons, but Su Xing was also able to find the Astral Treasure Profound Star Barrier there.


 “Are you sure?”


 “How could this Gong’s information be wrong. [3] Just as you have the Resourceful Star that can solve a myriad riddles, this Gong has the Resourceful Strategist that is also capable in these matters.”


 “Then you sure are fortunate.” Su Xing still had some doubts.


 Gong Caiwei objected: “The Blooming Water Divine Thunder will attract many Star Masters. If young master Su Xing declines, this Gong only has to find another person. The reason why this Gong decided to help the young master is only because this Gong believes if she has young master Su Xing’s assistance, then obtaining the Blooming Water Divine Thunder is even more certain. After all, the Star Master that made the Knowledge Star yield and another Heavenly Star pledge her life to follow is definitely not a nobody.”


 Su Xing began to think. He did not have a reason to be opposed, and this Gong Caiwei said everything with such palpitating eagerness, refusing would be far too foolish. [4] “With such a great opportunity, declining simply won’t do.”


 Gong Caiwei tossed something.


 A porcelain bottle flew into Su Xing’s palm.


 “This is a bottle of ‘Seven Lives Cloud Gathering Powder,’ this Gong believes that with young master Su Xing’s natural talent, you will easily enter the Nebula Stage within ten days.” Gong Caiwei then also gave Su Xing two copies of “Thousand Miles Incantation Transmittance Talisman” to use as practice. These talismans already had Gong Caiwei’s Divine Intent carved into them, so Su Xing could communicate with Gong Caiwei anytime and anywhere using the talismans. [5]


 Su Xing sighed gloomily. This beauty truly was lavish; it seemed her background was not simple.


 “This Gong will come again on the day of the Water and Land Assembly.”
𝒇𝓻𝓮𝓮𝙬𝙚𝒃𝒏𝓸𝙫𝒆𝙡.𝓬𝓸𝒎

 When Gong Caiwei finished saying that, she once again donned another face veil and turned to leave, her pure, untainted and spotless skirt waving. It was almost as if she did not care for them, for her arrival was sudden, as was her exit.


 “Caiwei, you won’t explore any more of this ancient tomb?” Su Xing impulsively shouted.


 “Since we already found General Tianwei’s actual body, this Gong has not any more interest.” Gong Caiwei said lightly.


 “This…” Su Xing stared blankly.


 She seemed to know what Su Xing wanted to say, for Gong Caiwei’s teasing voice spoke a few final words.


 “This Gong has no interest in the dead’s belongings and shall leave this all to you, young master. Think of it as this Gong caring about young master and giving you a small remuneration. Young master Su Xing, please complete a plan for capturing the true Blooming Water Divine Thunder…”


 And like that, Gong Caiwei took the Leader Star Zhu Wu and cleanly departed from the ancient tomb. This sort of out of expectations situation was rather stunning.


 Just what did this woman that loves to call herself “this Gong” come here to do that she would not even value the Golden Thread Fish Scale Armor?


 “Young Master, that person is an Immortal Hero Princess, [6] of course she would not value these things. Hee hee, it will do if Young Master just does not think about her.” Wu Xinjie laughed mischievously.


 Immortal Hero Princess


 Su Xing and Ling Yingmei showed their curiosity at the same time.


 Wu Xinjie covered her mouth: “Regardless of whether it’s at the Azure Dragon Territory or the Vermillion Bird Territory, they’re still famous Star Cultivators.”


 “Azure Dragon Territory, Vermillion Bird Territory?” Su Xing blinked his eyes.


 Wu Xinjie explained that these were unique descriptions that Star Cultivators would mention.


 Their origins could be traced back to Maiden Mountain.


 If asked about what thing was the most famous in Liangshan Continent, the answer would be the boundless Great Liang Dynasty, and it really was not the “Four Great Sword Sects.” That is correct, for regardless of where one was in Liangshan Continent, it could be seen at any place, just like the heaven raising pillar of the Maiden Mountain that was the common understanding of all people. That pillar was like a god descended, and everyone worshiped it.


 Starting from ancient prehistory people, found the idea of using the heaven reaching pillar of Maiden Mountain as a center, and the four corners all had their own unique developments.


 Star Cultivators gathered in the east, with auspicious winds and timely rains. Large and small cities spread everywhere, innumerable and highly prosperous;


 Immense mountains spanned the south, covering ten thousand li. all manners of demons and races, mythical and mundane gathered there, innumerable and highly dangerous;


 The Wind Singing Blue Sea lay to the west, a magic cloud gathering covered the sky, Jade Wave Island, an artistic paradise that flourished timeless, and on some days dragons fought with tigers.


 The North’s longitudes and latitudes were filled with wide expanses of both fertile and barren lands. In ten thousand li not a single person. In a thousand li birds flew out of sight. Its end was invisible.


 Thus, one day, a certain almighty would use the Maiden Mountain to demarcate these four developmentally different areas into “Azure Dragon, Vermillion Bird, Black Turtle, and White Tiger,” these four territories. [7]


 The Maiden Mountain Star Duels mostly all fell within the Azure Dragon and Vermillion Bird Territories, and Su Xing was now currently in the Vermillion Bird Territory.


 Also, the Immortal Hero Princess that Wu Xinjie spoke of was an amazing person. She was the most precious daughter of Prince Feng Wu [8], having acted as a Star Master from childhood, practicing sword arts at the Heavenly Ice Sacred Temple with the “Queen Consort of Ice.” Relying on her innate talent, her mastery of fencing was outstanding. Even several Star Generals would not necessarily be a foe to her.


 Because Gong Caiwei’s sword techniques were outstanding, much like a handsome and strong god descended. Every movement was filled with a terrifying heroic spirit, so the rest came to call her the “Immortal Hero Princess.”


 Her might could clearly be seen.


 “Gong Caiwei’s father is Liangshan Continent’s premier dynasty–the Great Liang Dynasty’s prince, studying at the Heavenly Ice Sacred Palace. This sort of background can be said to be growing up with a gold spoon in her mouth. Wind blows when she wants it, rain falls when she wants it. She’s definitely not his daughter in name only.” Wu Xinjie giggled.


 Su Xing was mute.


 It did not occur to him that Gong Caiwei’s influence was this powerful. No wonder she did not care for artifacts such as the Golden Thread Fish Scale Armor in the least. If this sort of woman truly became an enemy, this would not be an ordinary problem.


 “I fear many Star Generals will pursue this sort of Star Cultivator.” Lin Yingmei voiced her misgivings.


 “Correct, Little Sister Yingmei. There is also a legend regarding the Immortal Hero Princess. Once you hear it, you definitely will feel it is fascinating.” Wu Xinjie said mysteriously.


 “What legend?”


 “Legend has it the very first year that Star Duels began, the ranked fourth Leisure Star, Dragon in the Clouds, Gongsun Sheng and the Immortal Hero Princess signed a contract!”


 “What, the Leisure Star offered her services?” Lin Yingmei was moved. “Is that true?” She still could not believe it.


 Maiden Mountain’s number one in magic energy, the Leisure Star, Dragon in the Clouds, mastered excellent magics. Even if Lin Yingmei were to take excessive precautions, if she were to go against this sort of magic arts Star General, she believed she had no way surefire way of escaping unscathed.


 “Then why the Leader Star?” Su Xing was hoarse.


 “This is where it gets strange.” Wu Xinjie shrugged her shoulders, “That definitely is the fierce warrior that’s number one in magic. If she signed a contract with the Immortal Hero Princess brilliant in sword arts, this combination, heh heh…”


 Even the Knowledge Star felt afraid.


 “We cannot have contempt for her!” Lin Yingmei said.


 “Perhaps we really shouldn’t underestimate Gong Caiwei!” Su Xing muttered.


 Su Xing shook his head, not thinking any further. Fortunately, Gong Caiwei had a measure of self-confidence bordering on arrogance. In front of Maiden Mountain, she was not considered an opponent. Otherwise, an enemy that had a background and identity as luxurious as hers would have been a major headache. Su Xing reached out and closed his hand, holding the Golden Thread Fish Scale Armor in his hand. Even if she said she did not value the items of the dead, Su Xing could not be bothered about such a sentiment.


 Inspecting the Golden Thread Fish Scale Armor, he found it was not very heavy. Besides a few ugly dents left behind by Tracing Snow, the item itself was mostly intact. [9] Feeling it in his hands, he could feel both the tenacity of it as well as the aforementioned vestiges of destructive magic power.


 “Young Master, there’s something else over there!” Lin Yingmei suddenly said when she saw the Demon Corpse’s remains.


 Su Xing and Wu Xinjie turned their gazes and saw on the ground was a grey pearl rich in ghost qi.


 “A Ghost Soul Pearl?!”


 Wu Xinjie shouted.


 1. Su Xing would have to be absolutely stupid to not notice the gap in her behavior. ?


 2. Highest rank attainable. ?


 3. I’m starting to sense a trend here… ?


 4. She made an offer he could not refuse ?? ?


 5. This description is rather misleading, for it implies communication across great distance. In later chapters, the limitations and actual usage are revealed, and this most definitely is not a cellphone. ?


 6. 英仙郡主 I was tempted to translate this as “Perseus Princess,” but I decided for a literal translation instead. ?


 7. 蒼龍，真凰，玄冥，白虎 I took great liberties in translating these since the raws did not necessarily correspond with the traditional Four Symbols. ?


 8. 風武親王 ?


 9. So much for invincible… ?
﻿Chapter 40: Advancement to Nebula Stage

 Liangshan Continent’s secret sect’s techniques were innumerable, and among them was one that entered deeply into people’s hearts. Hearing it struck fear into them; this sort of secret art practiced Corpse qi. The lesser stage enabled its practitioner to spit corrosive corpse poison while the upper stage was able to call upon the Nine Dark Blood Seas. This type of technique was extremely cruel, a destruction of human nature such that it was called a Demonic Technique, and the specialized schools that passed down these sorts of arts were labeled Demonic Magic Instruction Cults. Nevertheless, refining ghost qi could not happen with just any soul technique as a secret was needed for success, and oftentimes various tools were needed as a medium to gather Ghost qi.


 Ghost Soul Pearls were among the more powerful tools.


 A Ghost Soul Pearl was a very uncommon sight, and it certainly was not an average artifact. It required being molded by corpse qi for upwards of one hundred years, and the location where such a formation took place needed to be a special location that extremely favored ghost qi. In addition, the environment also required at least a hundred thousand ghosts supplying corpse qi in order to have a chance of condensing into a Ghost Soul Pearl.


 “Ghost Soul Pearls are rumored to be able to refine “Purify Soul and Corpse,” “Million Ghost Soldiers,” and the “Nine Infants” and other countless sorts of special abilities. The more Ghost Soul Pearls you assemble, the more powerful the special ability.” Wu Xinjie said.


 Even though he was only holding the Ghost Soul Pearl in his hand, Su Xing felt his entire body was cold. A ghostly wind blew and his hair stood on end. He really had no interest currently in cultivating this sort of demonic object, and even if he really wanted to cultivate this to its minimum, he still needed to wait after he cultivated the Heart Like Mirrors Soul Technique to its limits before it could suffice. Otherwise, this kind of overflowing with ghost qi Ghost Artifact would easily devour its master, and Su Xing definitely did not want to star in this sort of tragedy.


 Due to the ghostly devouring qi, which could corrupt spiritual power, dispersed by the Ghost Soul Pearl, Su Xing placed it by itself into its own Astral Bag.


 Right after, he took another look throughout the ancient tomb, yet he found nothing else. The number of innocent lives claimed by this General Tianwei that became a Demon Corpse were unknown. Su Xing gratefully cleaned and looted those precious metals, pearls and funerary objects, and in total, there was two thousand liang of gold, a lavish fortune by any measure. Su Xing did not leave the Demon Qi Broadsword alone either, storing it within the same bag as the Ghost Soul Pearl.


 Only then did Su Xing, Lin Yingmei and Wu Xinjie leave the ancient tomb.


 This adventure in General Tianwei’s burial site cost them an entire night. Unbearably exhausted, the three returned home, and as Gong Caiwei suspected, the other cultivators discovered the ancient tomb’s secret from the remains of the water-filled and burnt coffins. However by the time they formed groups to enter, the inside had long been emptied.


 And at this time, the one with the biggest harvest, Su Xing, was now within the private room An Suwen arranged for him, cultivating the “Chaotic Tail Escape Technique” and the “Heart Like Mirrors Soul Technique.”


 He dripped with beads of perspiration the size of beans, rolling from his brow along his face. His body’s five senses, his muscles that could be seen with the naked eye were contracting, distorting, his veins bulging, almost like a qiu [1] dragon was spread across his body. His skin turned from a terrifying bright red to a darker shade of red, followed by another change to a light yellow. Between the changes in color, the creaking sound of his bones scraping against one another grew louder and louder.


 Lin Yingmei and Wu Xinjie trembled in fear as they watched the changes Su Xing was undergoing.


 And when his muscles tore, leaking blood, Wu Xinjie even wanted to step forward to stop him, but Lin Yingmei grabbed her.


 It was under the pain of this sight that would shock any bystanders that Su Xing suddenly began to emit a white mist from his skin. This traces of the white mist left behind on his body were like a sedative, the muscles across his whole body that were twisted slowly settled down.
𝑓𝑟ℯ𝘦𝓌𝘦𝘣𝑛𝑜𝓋𝑒𝓁.𝑐ℴ𝓂

 In that moment, the people there were able to preserve some tranquility.


 Su Xing blinked open his eyes, then closed one as he exhaled.


 “Young Master!” Upon seeing this, Wu Xinjie sat by his side and carefully wiped clean Su Xing’s brow filled with sweat.


 Lin Yingmei grabbed a bottle of medicinal powder and applied it over Su Xing’s wounds that exposed bone. She spoke as she spread the powder: “Young Master, do you wish to switch this technique for another?” Even the Majestic Star could not help but frown when she saw this.


 This Chaotic Tail Escape really could make one’s hair stand on end.


 Su Xing shook his head and smiled: “Combining it with the Absolute Sincerity Technique makes it better.”


 The Chaotic Tail Escape hurt down to the bone, and the Heart Like Mirrors Absolute Sincerity Soul Technique calmed his heart. These two completely on opposite extremes were combined together by Su Xing, their qualities compatible with each other, animated and still, each taking what it needed, unexpectedly achieving a wonderful and harmonious balance. His progression also unexpectedly increased. When the Chaotic Tail Escape reaches the twenty-eighth gate, [2] the Heart Like Mirrors Soul technique would break through to the first realm.


 “That Golden Toad Spiritual Master is quite amazing, I don’t know how he created that sort of escape technique.” Lin Yingmei sighed.


 Wu Xinjie twitched her mouth: “I think he must have done many despicable [3] things, otherwise, why else would one create an escape art whose use necessitates injury.”


 “I can probably prepare to condense the Stardust Stage into the Nebula Stage.” Su Xing lightly nodded his head.


 Not long after, An Suwen walked into the room, and seeing two beauties attending their master, she smiled sweetly. “Young master Su Xing, this Miasma Repellant Pill and Seven Lives Cloud Gathering Powder have both already been inspected by Suwen. They are both superb items and will not harm the young master.”


 “I’ve troubled you.” Su Xing took back the pills and bottle.


 “Having a medicine as precious as the Seven Lives Cloud Gathering Powder means you will have no problem condensing your Star Energy into the Nebula Stage. The girl that brought this out was truly extravagant. It seems she truly wants to help the young master.” An Suwen faintly sighed.


 “Then is the Six Senses Recovery Pill now unnecessary?” Wu Xinjie asked


 An Suwen softly said: “From Suwen’s perspective, the Six Senses Recovery Pill is still very important. Young master Su Xing has contracted with two sisters, and his Star Energy is distinct from ordinary people. Even Suwen has rarely seen this. He will have more difficulty than the ordinary person congealing his Star Energy, but his chance of success is greater if he has the Six Senses Recovery Pill.”


 Hearing the Divine Physician say as such, the group had no other opinions.


 “Give Suwen three days’ time and she can refine a Six Senses Recovery Pill!”


 “Little Sister Suwen, we’re counting on you.”


 After three days, An Suwen finished the concoction of the Six Senses Recovery Pill, as expected. The Efficacious Star Divine Physician did not disgrace her name. Not only did she find substitute materials, she even improved the efficacy of the original Six Senses Recovery Pill by a level.


 Soon after, Su Xing again sealed himself in a private room that An Suwen arranged for him.


 Liangshan Continent Star Cultivator’s Star Energy were very special. Starting from nothing then to something, from something to secret, from secret to manifest. From the manifestation step, every refinement needed to be done in sequence in a full circle; almost analogous to giving rise to one. One gives rise to two, two to three, and three to the limits of all living things.


 A simpler explanation would be to compare the Star Energy inside a Star Cultivator’s body to a seed. From the very early Stardust Stage to the very last Transforming Star of Annihilation, one absolutely could not be careless.


 Su Xing sat cross-legged and began. He felt the Stardust Star Energy in his body slowly flow, and when he started operating, these bits of stardust condensed into a single whole. Congealing all of the stardust in his body together was an enormous feat, and some time after that accomplishment, all of his Star Energy had been congealed into a single piece. When it was time to condense, Su Xing helped himself to the Seven Lives Cloud Gathering Powder, pouring the medicinal mix into his mouth and seeping into his entire body’s meridians.


 Some sort of refreshing sensation flowed into his heart. Under the Gathering Clouds Powder, the originally unable to condense Stardust Star Energy gradually gathered together. Su Xing began to rapidly refine his Star Energy.


 This refinement also took a stretch of time.


 The Stardust already gradually showed the beginnings of the Nebula Stage, but the Star Energy surging violently within Su Xing’s body was still not quite stable. It finally settled into tranquility after he swallowed a Six Senses Recovery Pill. Slowly, Su Xing felt the thick Star Energy in his body start to thin, and then it diluted and expanded; after a few cycles, the dispersed Stardust Stage Star Energy finally bound itself into the Nebula Stage.


 In a split second, his entire body’s Star Energy completely integrated together, a powerful sense of satisfaction filled Su Xing’s body, as if it would break out of his body. Comparing with the Stardust Stage, this really was an excessive boost in power.


 Su Xing blinked open his eyes, lifting one side of his mouth to form a hook.


 1. 虯 ?


 2. He already did, though, in Chapter 28… ?


 3. 怨天尤人 ?
﻿Chapter 41: Water and Land Assembly

 Ten days elapsed in the snap of the fingers.


 The Heavenly River City’s Water and Land Assembly that was taking place today created a colorful [1] and festive [2] atmosphere.


 The Rippling Wave Kingdom’s national power was not as great as the Great Liang Dynasty’s that could, at its peak, subdue its neighboring barbarian tribes. However, because the Blooming Water Sword Sect was based around Heavenly River City, the famed title as one of the Azure Dragon’s Four Great Sword Sects earned the Rippling Wave Kingdom its share of the spotlight.


 Su Xing sat in the second floor of a restaurant, watching the bustling activities happening below on the street leading to Rippling Wave Kingdom’s imperial palace. Next to him were two beautiful ladies sitting on either side of him. One had an imposing heroic spirit, the other a certain charm in her motions; Ling Yingmei and Wu Xinjie did not enter the Star Nest, for idling in the Star Nest during an event as lively as the Water and Land Assembly was just far too boring.


 After the incident in the ancient tomb, Su Xing pondered and understood. Everyone in Liangshan Continent believed that Star Masters could not contract with two Star Generals. As for the two beauties at his side, it did not occur to them either that two Star Generals could attend to the same master at the same time.


 Various talents and specialists entered the main gate successively one after the other. Some wore gorgeous clothing, striding forward with an impressive appearance; some were covered in dust from traveling, seemingly awake yet not awake as they toured the outside front rows. Of course there was no shortage of those sitting straight atop mats, having been crowded by others into a clump supporting the front rows; besides these professionals and specialists that came to celebrate the Water and Land Assembly, Rippling Wave Kingdom’s overbearing Armored Golden Cavalry displayed their beautiful attire, and the bejeweled, beautiful ladies were also very eye-catching.


 Su Xing’s Star Energy had already stepped in among the ranks of Nebula Cultivators. This Star Energy was bounds ahead of the Stardust Stage, and in no time at all, it condensed within his two pupils. Soon after, he could see an indistinct and hazy aura surrounding people’s bodies. These barbarian talents that rushed over did not enter this vision. They could only be counted as fledgling Star Cultivators, and even the number of Stardust Stage Cultivators could be counted with fingers.


 “Comparing this with the Great Liang Dynasty’s “Purple Aura East Approaches,” [3] the Rippling Wave Kingdom’s ‘Water and Land Assembly’ isn’t anything grand or imposing at all.” Wu Xinjie said, disappointed.


 “The Great Liang is the number one dynasty, how could these two be compared.” Su Xing shook his head. Over the past few days, Su Xing crammed on Liangshan Continent’s history, and he knew what the Purple Aura East Approaches was.


 Su Xing looked around the second floor and noticed that most of the people here were Star Cultivators, and every one leisurely watched the assembly procession. As far as Star Cultivators were concerned, what truly attracted them to the Water and Land Assembly was the Blooming Water Divine Thunder, and this mundane event could only count as the little extra bit of fun and leisure.


 The discussions inside the restaurant were enthusiastic, yet at this time, a group of people stepped onto this floor, and all the sound from chatting immediately turned quiet.


 The ones who came were five men and two women, wearing primarily white robes embroidered with aqua blue lining along the edges, carrying an aqua blue colored saber on their backs. Walking the road, they gave an imposing appearance, and upon their robes was emblazoned a Blooming Water Sword insignia. Impressively, these were disciples of the Blooming Water Sword Sect.


 The one that caught everyone’s interest was one of the girls. In total contrast to the white and blue robes, she wore a simple and elegant long gown. Around her waist was tied a tassel skirt and her expression was delicate and pleasant. She stood at the side of a man, whose indifferent appearance was incongruous to hers, and upon seeing Su Xing’s table, he showed some bewilderment in his eyes.


 From her attire and demeanor, it was easy for people to think of Star Generals.


 The people of the Blooming Water Sword Sect swept their gaze over the place and sat in empty seats.


 “The Water and Land Assembly this time around is very lively. It seems Senior Brother Zhong Lin [4] will not have few opponents.”


 “What are you saying, Junior Brother. How could these cultivators be Senior Brother Zhong Lin’s opponents.”


 “Heh heh, they’d better know themselves!”


 This group of Blooming Water fledglings discussed among themselves unbridled, not putting the surrounding cultivators in their gazes; the rest of the people did not even utter a word. Heavenly River City was the Blooming Water Sword Sect’s domain, and even the Blooming Water Divine Thunder was the Sword Sect’s sole technique. No one dared to offend these Blooming Water Sword Sect disciples, and that man that took the lead was obviously a Star Master, making provoking them even less likely. Anyone would know that if a sword sect turned out a Star Master, that person would be treated as an emperor.


 However, if no one dared to speak, then no one would care.


 “Fellow student Zhonglin is quite mighty, bringing out a Star General along like this, amazing, amazing!”


 A square-faced, sturdy giant of a man laughed out loud, wearing a flax colored chang pao. He was muscular, and sitting at his table were several men and women dressed the same way as he, each and every one of their expressions were calm.


 “So it’s Fellow Wu! [5] Could it be the Heavenly River Sword School is also hammering out a plan to obtain the Blooming Water Divine Thunder?” Zhonglin drank his tea, disdaining the opposite party.


 “Heh heh, can’t I play with it?” Cultivator Wu magnanimously laughed, but the gloom in his eyes was more fierce than anyone else’s, “Chen Zhonglin, [6] this Wu advises you to not go to Flower Dragon Cave for your own good. Even if you are considered the Blooming Water Sword Sect’s favorite disciple, it is difficult to keep you safe. If you perish within, then the gains cannot outweigh the losses.”
𝓯𝓻𝓮𝙚𝙬𝓮𝙗𝒏𝙤𝒗𝙚𝙡.𝒄𝒐𝓶

 “Fellow Wu, consider your words a bit further.” Chen Zhonglin said unhurriedly, and thereupon extended a finger. The beverage in the drink became a liquid arrow and shot out.


 Cultivator Wu coldly smiled. With a flick of his fingers, a water ball similarly shot forward.


 The two water attacks collided and merged together, the Star Cultivators’ Star Energies secretly battling within that water sphere.


 Cultivator Wu was soon somewhat straining, and mobilizing his strength, the intertwined water balls loudly exploded.


 Chen Zhonglin maintained his unhurried countenance, and Wu Cultivator laughed: “Truly worthy of being called Blooming Water Sword Sect’s number one student. As if contracting with a Star General wasn’t enough, in only three short years, your cultivation has stepped into the Nebula Late Stage. This Wu is in admiration.”


 Nebula Late Stage?


 The rest of the cultivators in the restaurant let out a breath of cold air.


 Su Xing was engrossed by the two great schools’ battle arts, and seeing the other cultivator’s shocked expressions, he was slightly puzzled. Only Nebula Late Stage? This sort of cultivation was considered something special?


 “Young Master, for the sake of upholding the contract, only Star Cultivators present after the Star Duels begin can sign contracts.” Wu Xinjie quietly explained: “This is only the third year of the Star Duels, so cultivating to Nebula Late Stage is considered very impressive. It seems what he said is correct, that this Chen Zhonglin is a specially groomed Star Master.”


 Su Xing clearly understood. Put this way, the he who stepped into Nebula Stage in only three months would be viewed by others as a monster.


 The Blooming Water Sword Sect and the Heavenly River Sword School’s secret feud arose when they acted and responded against one another [7]. These two groups strong hate is considered to stretch far into the past. The Blooming Water Sword Sect is situated in the Heavenly Mountains, which as it turned out, was an area that once belonged to the Heavenly River Sword School. After the sudden advent of the Blooming Water Sword Sect, the Heavenly River Sword School had no choice but to bow and give way, moving the the school to the lower reaches of the Heavenly River; recently, the Heavenly River Sword School turned out a genius level cultivator, who reportedly graduated to Galaxy Stage cultivation within a short ten years. In twenty years, he was already about to break through to the Supercluster Stage, enjoying fame within the Azure Dragon territory, and the Heavenly River Sword School’s inner circle wanted to retake their precious land.


 From their discussion, Su Xing understood that entering the Flower Dragon Cave to obtain the Blooming Water Divine Thunder was yet another crisis because only Nebula Stage Cultivators could enter. Whatever cultivators were doing inside, the people outside were incapable of intervening. Under this sort of unrestricted environment, the greedy hearts of people were easily stirred. As a result, entering the Flower Dragon Cave under the pretense of obtaining the Thunder, murdering and plundering would definitely occur.


 However, even if this was the case, the footsteps of people chasing their hopes could not be stopped.


 As the problems between the two groups intensified, just when it seemed they were about to fight, it was at this time that an extremely bored voice interrupted them.


 “If you want to fight, then fight, you bitches. [8] Let other people have something to laugh about.”


 The girl in the simple and elegant long gown had eyes that held an impatient intention.


 “The young lady is angry over nothing. This Wu is only properly reminding your man.” Cultivator Wu said.


 “Again, bitch. Do you or don’t you believe this young lady will pluck out your tongue? Nebula Late Stage is amazing?” The young girl was upset.


 Cultivator Wu’s face was green, for he truly did not dare move a hand against a Star General.


 “Fellow Zhonglin, I bid you farewell!”


 He rose, cupped his fist and left in one smooth motion.


 “Yao’er, [9] what is worth getting angry over these mediocre people for? Come, drink a cup of rice wine.” A smile rose upon Chen Zhonglin’s face. Gazing at his Star General, the surrounding Star Cultivators’ eyes showed envy.


 “Boring.”


 The young girl insipidly grabbed the cup that was passed over, and tilting her head back, downed everything.


 Experiencing such an episode, Chen Zhonglin had also lost his interest, so he and his companions all left the restaurant together. Looking at the time, the Water and Land Assembly was about over. The rest of the cultivators also left one by one, eagerly preparing for the Flower Dragon Cave.


 Su Xing saw nothing noteworthy and also descended, going to the weapon refinement shop to take the bullets he commissioned earlier. En route, recalling that simple and elegant girl, Su Xing asked Wu Xinjie curiously: “Xinjie, which Star General was that?”


 “Xinjie feared usage of her technique would be sensed, so it wasn’t used. However, her Star Energy isn’t high, so she is most probably an Earthly Star.” Wu Xinjie guessed.


 Su Xing nodded his head.


 “Young Master still isn’t satisfied with just Xinjie and Yingmei?” Wu Xinjie teased.


 Su Xing did not have these intentions. Of the 108 Stars of the Liangshan Maiden, any Star Maiden made him feel very curious.


 Arriving at the workshop, the cultivators here were not as numerous as last time. The majority had all gone to the Water and Land Assembly, and the remaining few thought it best to clean their treasures. Su Xing entered the weapon refinement shop.


 The refining weaponsmith was just busy forging a weapon, and when he saw Su Xing enter, he passed a box over to him without saying another word.


 Placed inside, neat and tidy, were twenty-five dark golden conical bullet heads, traces of a refined red color vaguely leaked out. Feeling it in his hands, Su Xing immediately felt something was off. The temperature of the bullets was rather high, a heat that seemed to want to burst out from the body.


 “Young Master, just throwing out these sorts of warheads is a bit pitiful.”


 “Who said I’d be throwing these.” Su Xing fed the twenty-five “Thunder Fire Bullets” into his magazines, secretly nervous from the bottom of his heart, for he did not know if these were actually usable.


 “Young Master, allow this servant to test the Young Master’s new artifact!” Lin Yingmei volunteered.


 “Pay some attention.” Su Xing nodded.


 Arriving at an empty space, he had Lin Yingmei go out a hundred meters.


 Su Xing raised his gun.


 Lin Yingmei brought out the Arctic Star Spear, and without so much as a word, she rushed fiercely.


 Su Xing pressed the trigger.


 A scorching hot sensation, almost like a bundle of flame, directly sprouted out of the barrel. Thunder rumbled and tore through the air. Even though she was standing not too far behind, Wu Xinjie could feel the heat that was generated.


 Lin Yingmei’s eyes stared, raising her long spear and sweeping it at the attacking bullets.


 SFX: Rumble!


 The air gave rise to an explosion that unexpectedly pushed Lin Yingmei back directly.


 The Knowledge Star’s jaw dropped, flabbergasted.


 Author’s Note:


 My apologies, there was something today that couldn’t be done on time. Adding on new plot elements requires planning a synopsis. Tonight, there will be another chapter. Next week, I’ll work hard to put the chapters I owe up.


 1. 張燈結彩 ?
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 3. 紫氣東來 ?
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 5. 武道友 ?
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 8. 婆婆媽 ?


 9. 瑤兒 ?
﻿Chapter 42: If You Don’t Enter the Dragon Nest, You Won’t Get a Dragonling

 “Young Master, what artifact is this?” Wu Xinjie was stunned.


 The Thunder Fire Bullets with extra Star Energy added that were fired frightened even Su Xing, the one who stood behind the barrel that let loose this awesome power. These exceeded the power of normal bullets by too many magnitudes. Checking and seeing that Lin Yingmei was not seriously injured, Su Xing did not test any further the remaining twenty-four projectiles.


 “Now let’s go find that Immortal Hero Princess.” Su Xing took out the Thousand Miles Incantation Transmittance Talisman and stirred its magic energy. The script upon the charm turned into a serene light that shot out and away, and Su Xing immediately followed it after he used it. The Thousand Miles Incantation Transmittance Talisman script could find the designated Divine Intent carved into it as long as it was within one thousand miles. [1]


 After a moment, Su Xing found Gong Caiwei within the Heavenly River’s highlands.


 “You’re very late.” Gong Caiwei cast an indignant glance, carrying herself in low spirits.


 “You didn’t watch the Water and Land Assembly?” Su Xing knew the moment he asked that this was a useless question. The other side was the princess of the Great Liang Dynasty, so it was very unlikely that she only rarely watched such large spectacles.


 Sure enough, Gong Caiwei showed an appearance of great disdain. “Watch out for yourself in a moment. The Star Cultivators that are entering the Flower Dragon Cave include strong adversaries not few in number, and this Gong does not ponder this variable.”


 “I don’t need you to tell me.” Su Xing did not take her overbearing manner very well.


 Seeing as they still had time, Su Xing sat down cross-legged and gazed at the Heavenly River’s endless expanse as he sunk into his own thoughts. To one side was the Heavenly Mountain, and to the other was White Horse Highland. And beyond this White Horse Highland was Liangshan Continent’s golden age dynasty — the Great Liang. Suddenly, Su Xing recalled a problem: this White Horse Highland covered several tens of thousands of li, and Gong Caiwei wanted to travel for just how long.


 Su Xing was about to ask when he suddenly saw several escaping lights flying out of the horizon. Seeing clearly, they were unexpectedly several cultivators using the wind to control their swords, traveling the horizon. Su Xing’s eyes were fixed upon them.


 “That’s Riding Sword Flight?”


 Gong Caiwei turned her head, not understanding why Su Xing said this.


 “Can you do that, too?” Su Xing asked, embarrassed.


 “You can learn Sword Manipulation Arts at Nebula Late Stage. There’s nothing impressive about it.” Gong Caiwei coolly said.


 “Then that group of cultivators are all Nebula Late Stage?” Su Xing was amazed.


 Waiting here in the meantime, the great many of these fleeing lights coming from the sky were just like shooting stars. Seeing those cultivators flying swiftly through the wind, he had a content expression, but Su Xing’s heart itched. He was a pilot, after all, and had always yearned for the sky, but this flying was far more fun than the J14. [2] It was just a pity that he was still far from Nebula Late Stage.


 Another escaping light flashed once more, and suddenly, the cultivator atop the sword stopped. Spotting Gong Caiwei and Su Xing, he altered the sword’s course towards them.


 Seeing the Nebula Late Stage Cultivator rush towards them, Su Xing did not dare to be careless.


 That cultivator hovered before them. He was thirty-five, thirty-six years old and very mild in appearance. Seeing Su Xing was only a Nebula Early Stage cultivator, he paid Su Xing no mind; all of his attention was placed on Gong Caiwei. Cupping his fist: “This one is the Dry Tree Mountain’s Yun Youzi. [3] This Lady definitely came to explore the Flower Dragon Cave. This one does not know if you would or would not form a partnership? This one will most definitely not disappoint the Lady.”


 “Are you a Star Master?” Gong Caiwei asked coolly.


 Yun Youzi went blank. He thought this was a joke, but seeing Lin Yingmei, Wu Xinjie and Zhu Sha, these three girls with peerless beauty, he immediately raised a smile, saying: “Yun Youzi was rude.” Saying that, he left upon his sword. When he was far away, he turned his head around, his eyes flashing a hint of malice.


 “There’re so many Nebula Late Stage Cultivators.” Wu Xinjie blinked her eyes. Those escaping lights absolutely dazzled the eyes.


 During the time they were waiting, more than twenty cultivators had passed by.


 “This Blooming Water Divine Thunder thing is wanted by everyone. A great many cultivators at the Water and Land Assembly’s opening will intentionally suppress their cultivations for this one moment. Danger lurks around every corner in there. This is absolutely not a laughing matter.”


 “Why does this Flower Dragon cave intentionally restrict the cultivation level?” Lin Yingmei completely did not understand.


 “I assume this Flower Dragon Cave must be hiding the secret of the Blooming Water Divine Thunder. Only opening once every fifty years, the interim fifty years is reportedly the period during which the Blooming Water Thunder takes shape. The reason why there is a cultivation restriction is perhaps because of this point. They fear that a cultivator with magnificent power will enter and pull the Blooming Water Thunder out by its roots.” Wu Xinjie giggled. She was completely unable to explain her profound idea: “It must definitely have a connection to the true Blooming Water Divine Thunder that the princess spoke of.”


 Gong Caiwei gave her praise: “As expected of the Knowledge Star. You were able to deduce this from such a small clue. Indeed, there is a connection.”


 “Young Master, consider this for a moment. Perhaps the true Blooming Water Divine Thunder is also not simple to obtain.” Wu Xinjie said to Su Xing


 Gong Caiwei stared glanced pensively at Su Xing: “Young master Su Xing has only just advanced to the Nebula Stage. If he sounds the retreat now, this Gong will understand.”


 “If you don’t enter the dragon nest, you won’t get a dragonling!” Su Xing’s resounding words held great force.


 The Knowledge Star still felt anxious, for the Flower Dragon Cave’s restrictions also gave Star Generals no way to enter. If this woman really was playing some sort of trick, she and Lin Chong could only watch helplessly.


 Su Xing smiled at Gong Caiwei: “If this is truly very dangerous, Lady Caiwei, you wouldn’t mind if I used a Water Escape Talisman?” Speaking of this Water Escape Talisman, most of the cultivators that were entering Flower Dragon Cave had prepared some. After all, everyone knew that the inside was a lawless killing ground. No one wanted to unexpectedly lose their lives so easily. In the end, treading the Star Road was not easy, so as a result, several Star Cultivators in Heavenly River City began to place bets and speculate. Making great fortunes, on a normal day, a 200 liang gold Primary Water Escape Talisman could sell for 500 liang of gold, a considerable profit.


 “As long as you help me open the Heavenly Star Forbiddance, the rest is up to you.”


 Gong Caiwei said, downplaying the situation.


 After another stretch of time, atop the Flower Dragon Terrace, the Water and Land Assembly entered its final stages. The emperor [4] ascended the terrace, praying to the heavens for blessings. Countless talents used their unique skills to answer the heavens. The Emperor of Rippling Wave Kingdom guided a courtier to face the river and pray.


 The sky filled with thick clouds, thunderbolts increasing in number. Several bolts of lightning even broke through the cloud layers and struck the Heavenly River, erupting multiple ocean sprays. Magic clouds, lightning flashes, thunderclaps all in great numbers would, to the layman, seem as if Heaven really gave an answer. One by one, they all knelt in worship, not rising from their knees as they prayed.


 The cultivators that had been waiting for ages began to grow excited.


 “This Emperor is actually very smart, exploiting this to hoodwink the masses.” Su Xing said. “It reinforces his authority as the Son of Heaven.”


 “Don’t mind this sort of mundane affair. Make ready, the Flower Dragon Cave is about to appear.” Gong Caiwei was imposing, staring attentively at the Heavenly River.


 Upon the tranquil expanse of the Heavenly River, several hundred congruent whirlpools varying in size magically appeared on the water’s surface. By their rapid counterclockwise rotations, a fantastic flower bud took shape, the entire scene incomparably spectacular.


 The magic clouds, thunder and lightning were all sucked into the whirlpools on the lake’s surface.


 The wind started to blow fiercely, and the lightning bolt strikes became increasingly concentrated, dazzling the eyes. Everyone’s line of sights reached the Heavenly River’s surface that was already covered densely by whirlpools. Su Xing watched as eager and wary cultivators alike all rushed towards the inside of the whirlpool.


 Placing down Tracing Snow, it grew bigger a size, and then, “Get on!”


 Su Xing stepped onto the flying sword, both hands supporting the young girl’s slender waist. [5]


 “You guys wait here!”


 ““Young Master (Princess), be careful!””


 The Star Maidens advised.


 Gong Caiwei nodded. With a light step of her foot, her sword was immediately covered in a dark blue escaping light and shot towards the Heavenly River.
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﻿Chapter 43: Blooming Water Demon Python

 “Two people cannot enter the whirlpool at the same time.”


 Gong Caiwei steered her flying sword and glanced at Su Xing when they were above the whirlpool; her meaning was obvious.


 Su Xing let go and threw himself off. With his Star Energy protecting his body, he jumped into the whirlpool. He did not have a chance to get a clear look before his entire world spun round and round. His eyes were dazzled, and he cleanly disappeared just like the rest of the other Star Cultivators.


 The last thing he heard was Gong Caiwei saying: “Remember, meet at the Flower Dragon Pond!”


 It was as if he had returned to his first time sitting in the anti-centrifugal force simulator for his aviation training, only the centrifugal force here was several times more powerful. Su Xing nearly vomited, but taking a look, his entire surrounding scenery had already completely changed.


 He was in a rotting, dark blue cave, the entire ground covered with river water that reached up to his ankles. The cave was several tens of meters high, and hanging from it was every sort of conical stalactite. The entire place had uneven faults and platforms. Jagged rocks, exotic flowers and plants could be seen everywhere, and the air was thick with a fetid, fishy smell.


 So this was the Flower Dragon Cave?


 Facing this bizarre environment, a distrusting Su Xing vigilantly scanned the entire area once with his Divine Intent in order to avoid happening upon a Star Cultivator in the surroundings. After all, this rocky cavern’s greatest foes were the Star Cultivators harboring sinister thoughts of making easy money.


 Fortunately, the dozens of meters around him were peaceful. Still, Su Xing was alert of his surroundings as he took out Silver Blade with one hand and sized up all of his own surroundings. He recalled in his mind the description regarding Flower Dragon Cave he received before arriving here. The Flower Dragon Pond Gong Caiwei mentioned was a lake at the center of the Flower Dragon Cave. The distance from his current position was several tens of li, at the minimum.


 The Nebula Late Stage cultivators who entered that understood Flower Dragon Cave were several dozen in number, and Su Xing did not dare to be the slightest bit careless. Trekking at a careful pace, he used the rocks as cover. He advanced slowly, possessing the rich experience of a trained soldier. Hiding his figure was very simple, but the problem was that a cultivator’s Divine Intent was not easily countered. The “Concealing Star Technique” he learned that hid Nebula Stage Cultivators might as well be considered sloppy.


 He crossed several hundred meters like this, when very gradually, Su Xing started to hear a cacophony of voices coming through from somewhere. Miserable screams, loud shouts, and pleas for mercy began to increase in number. These Star Cultivators that killed and plundered really did not dare to delay even a moment.


 Spelunking for a long while, Su Xing suddenly saw before him a blue flower floating above the surface of a lake. The flower bud was about the size of his palm, and the petals strangely appeared to be wave shaped, folded layer upon layer. Its stamen revealed sparks of blue electricity as it lazily swayed in the wind.


 “Thunder Water Flower?!” Su Xing stared blankly.


 The Star Cultivators that came to Flower Dragon Cave to take the legendary Flower Water Divine Thunder were actually here to take several of these bizarre water thunder propagating flowers. The more of these Thunder Water Flowers that were gathered, the more pure and powerful a Flower Water Thunder could be refined, so frankly speaking, Star Cultivators coming to the Flower Dragon Cave were here to see who could pluck the most of these Thunder Water Flowers. Of course, even if one Thunder Water Flower could not be refined into Flower Water Divine Thunder, using it for other artifacts and talismans as materials was also incomparably precious.


 As a result, every time the Flower Dragon Cave opened, there were countless Star Cultivator casualties, but the many greedy Star Cultivators only grew in number.


 Unexpectedly encountering this item, Su Xing did not let it go to his head at all. Rather, he wrinkled his brow and hid to the side.


 The gloomy lightning released by the Thunder Water Flower very quickly drew in another Star Cultivator.


 Seeing other people were absent from his surroundings, the other party did not hesitate. Forming a hand seal, a throwing knife shot towards the Thunder Water Flower’s stem. When it neared, the Thunder Water Flower’s lightning discharged, shooting down the small knife. The Star Cultivator grit his teeth and cast upon himself a protection technique. He rapidly approached it, one hand even clutching a Water Escape Talisman, prepared to flee at the sign of an abnormality; he seemed to be even more careful than Su Xing.


 It was just that, in terms of greed, he also surpassed Su Xing, and this was doomed to lead to tragedy.


 Seeing the Thunder Water Flower before his eyes, the Star Cultivator’s face had only just became delighted when suddenly, something strange abruptly appeared.


 That Thunder Water Flower’s peaceful lightning seemed to bare its fierce fangs as it hacked towards the Star Cultivator. How could the Star Cultivator have imagined that this Thunder Water Flower would suddenly rise in revolt. He did not have any sort of reaction at all when he was hit, not even letting loose a scream as his entire body was paralyzed.


 And this was followed by an inconceivable scene before his eyes.


 SFX: Water rushing and bubbling loudly!


 That Thunder Water Flower suddenly elevated as a sea serpent several dozen meters long raised its head from within the lake. Its entire body was colored like the water, smooth without scales, its narrow snake pupils a dark blue. Sharp and long poisonous fangs grew from its upper jaw, and that graceful Thunder Water Flower was a mimic that was actually its snake crown.


 This wasn’t a Thunder Water Flower at all. It was clearly an even higher quality material for the Blooming Water Divine Thunder, “Flower Python Thunder Horn.” [1]


 The Star Cultivator had reached the extreme point of shock.


 The sea serpent opened it ferocious mouth, and swallowed whole the Star Cultivator, alive, in a single bite. Then the snake focused its eyes on its surroundings, releasing a cold glint, and it continued to be like a first-rate hunter as it dived back into the water. Its skin and the water mixed into singular whole such that the naked eye had absolutely no way of perceiving it. That Flower Python Thunder Horn perfectly imitating the Thunder Water Flower floated above the lake’s surface, just as elegant and peaceful as before, almost as if nothing had happened at all.


 Su Xing’s lungs were suffocating.
𝒇𝙧𝙚𝓮𝙬𝙚𝓫𝒏𝓸𝓿𝓮𝒍.𝓬𝙤𝓶

 “Blooming Water Demon Python!” [2]


 Ever since he encountered Golden Flower Beast, [3] Su Xing felt the worldview of Liangshan Continent was far more bizarre than he had imagined, and then he had the opportunity to cram on Liangshan Continent’s odd fauna.


 Liangshan Continent’s birds and animals were divided into “fierce, demon, fine, fearful, spirit, deity and holy,” [4] these seven types. Fierce beasts posed a danger only to the common folk, whereas deity and holy beasts practically existed only within legends and folklore. In contrast, demon beasts and the like rampaged all over the land, and they were absolutely terrifying existences.


 Seeing this Blooming Water Demon Python’s almost human intellect, opposing it required using a rather costly technique. Su Xing thought for a bit and still decided to not face this danger since he did not require the Thunder Water Flower anyways. The right course of action was to regroup as quickly as possible with Gong Caiwei, but something bad was about to happen.


 He had barely even took a few steps to leave when he heard behind him once more the sounds of several men and women cultivators’ amazed voices.


 “Ah, a Thunder Water Flower!”


 “What good fortune.”


 Su Xing shook his head, and as expected, terrified screams range out behind him once again. The shrieks grew louder and louder, closer and closer. Su Xing turned his head to quietly curse at them, but he saw a cultivator flying rapidly towards him in escape, an imposing and horrifying Blooming Water Thunder Python following close behind, its mouth wide open. [5]


 That Thunder Water Flower snake flower crown flashed an explosion of light.


 The cultivator hastily offered a sacrifice. Several flying daggers spun towards it, and a lightning flash shot out from the snake flower crown of the Blooming Water Thunder Python. The spiritual powers of those artifacts was immediately destroyed. One after another they fell, and the cultivator knew at a glance that he was not a match, immediately using his Water Escape Talisman. Before he knew it, the Blooming Water Thunder Python suddenly attacked, its hunting movements so swift that there was practically no time to even blink.


 The cultivator issued a terrified scream as he was swallowed alive by the Blooming Water Thunder Python.


 Su Xing cursed, for the time required to use the Water Escape Talisman was several seconds. This Blooming Water Thunder Python did not need even a second to capture its prey; its speed was far too fast.


 “Hiss!!”


 The Blooming Water Thunder Python’s dark blue snake pupils stared at Su Xing like the monster it was, for it was at least several dozen meters long, and then, bang! The Blooming Water Python launched a relentless thunderbolt, and Su Xing hastily stepped to the side, leaning against a stalactite. He originally wanted to open fire, but the Blooming Water Python’s counterattack was extremely quick, not giving Su Xing a chance to open fire at all. The Demon Python apparently knew that a Star Cultivator’s weakness was in close quarters, trying in vain again and again to swallow Su Xing.


 It opened its ferocious mouth wide, a fishy stench spewing out as if it were a storm.


 Su Xing dodged left and right, already quietly approaching in the blink of an eye. He raised the bloodthirsty weapon Silver Blade that was in his hands, ruthlessly shooting at the Blooming Water Python’s head. Su Xing had more or less made out that the Thunder Water Flower Flower Snake Crown [6] was this Blooming Water Python’s greatest weapon, so he immediately needed to pluck that Blooming Water Python’s snake crown. This weapon was definitely more deadly than its venomous fangs.


 Once this flower snake crown fell, the threat the Blooming Water Python posed would drastically decrease. This had far more effect than attacking anywhere else on the Blooming Water Python. Soldiers paid close attention to single strike kills, even if the air force had stringent demands for accuracy.


 It was just that this Demon Python’s head was not so easy to deal with. Its fierce head rotated 180 degrees, its glittering demonic snake pupils were glued on Su Xing. The flower sitting atop its head lightly flashed by, and a powerful lightning bolt appeared without warning, in an instant exploding towards Su Xing.


 Su Xing raised his arm to defend. His body was sent flying after receiving the strike, knocking a row of stalactites into the water. His whole body completely lost feeling, for he was paralyzed by thunder and lightning.


 The Blooming Water Thunder Python quickly slithered over. Its senses within the rocky cavern were matchless, for when it saw that its opponent was paralyzed, it opened its mouth wide without the slightest hesitation. Su Xing gave a wry laugh, and suddenly, just as the Blooming Water Python descended upon him, his body that would not budge abruptly rolled, avoiding the Blooming Water Python’s bite.


 Silver Blade brought with it a sharp hiss and a fierce wind, resolutely cutting into the Blooming Water Python’s back. It kept digging deeper, a cold, silver light tearing open nearly half its body.


 SFX: Boom


 The Blooming Water Python had a chance meeting with lightning, its body shaking fiercely, raising its head as it hissed miserably. It whipped its snake tail heavily at Su Xing. Looking down on this Demon Python’s might, the wind from raising its tail alone was able to blow Su Xing away.


 Taking advantage of this moment, the Blooming Water Python suddenly ascended, binding Su Xing closely together like a rope. Its open mouth leaked malevolence, an ugly orifice. It hissed as it gnashed its teeth, seemingly declaring that it was pleased with itself, wishing to chew apart this enemy that could break free of its Water Thunder Paralysis.


 “Chew on this, careful you don’t burn yourself.” Su Xing raised his gun, pulling the trigger.


 A powerful recoil that even shook Su Xing blasted, and the Thunder Fire Bullet exited the barrel. The projectile’s speed combined with the addition of Nebula Stage Star Energy made it ascend another level. The Blooming Water Python screeched in terror, its upper jaw bursting and spilling out a luminous fireball, its fresh blood spraying across the rocky cave’s river.


 Su Xing even fired twice, and the Blooming Water Python’s upper jaw fangs directly exploded.


 With three rounds spent, the Thunder Fire Bullets that remained were only twenty-one. Su Xing did not want to waste any more ammunition and fiercely pounced on the serpent. Silver Blade’s keen edge was prepared to strike while the iron was hot, ready to give this snake a few more cuts.


 The Blooming Water Python had guessed wrongly Su Xing’s fighting strength. It could never have predicted that the Su Xing close behind it possessed this sort of terrifying artifact. Its Thunder Water Flower snake crown again issued more lightning.


 Su Xing easily dodged, letting the blade edge rend the Blooming Water Python’s flesh.


 As the next cut came, the Blooming Water Python knew it was in danger. It saw that it was in an unfavorable situation and immediately rose up into the air, fleeing away, pulling a distance away from Su Xing, where escape was certain. It raised its body straight up and wrapped around a stalactite, a devil and monster.


 Su Xing missed a chance to kill this Blooming Water Python, and in his heart, he could not help but feel a bit of pity. However, this python had sustained injuries, so its strength was heavily reduced. If he wanted to behead it, even this would not be an impossible task. Without hesitation, the tips of his toes dipped onto the water, splashing it everywhere, and Su Xing also rose high up in the air, rushing once more towards the Blooming Water Python!


 The Blooming Water Python stared unwaveringly at Su Xing, its dark blue snake pupils like an iridescent cold light in the middle of night. Its huge, satiny body swayed from time to time, carrying with it a whistling gale. Its back had an enormous wound, as if some kind of great power fiercely ripped it open. Blood poured out from the wound in torrents, dripping over the ground, each drop assembling with others into bloody puddles.


 The Blooming Water Python opened its mouth wide, bringing paralytic saliva that slowly oozed out.


 Its rage was bottomless, its heart absolutely filled with resentment.


 It was this strong and strangely scented Star Cultivator in front of it that gave it such a heavy strike, gave it such an immense wound, dissipating its strength. In its capacity as Flower Dragon Cave’s most frightening existence, this was absolutely a disgrace. Rapidly flicking its snake tongue, the Blooming Water Python could only but wish it was able to slowly chew apart this human that was a greater evildoer than it, swallowing him into its stomach.


 Watching Su Xing rush in front of it, the Blooming Water Python abruptly turned its body slightly, its immense snake tail hacking downwards.


 Su Xing only heard a whistling sound, and a wailing gale was stirred up. He held fast, and when the ray of light above him dimmed, a mad and fierce power, almost like a mountain was pressing down on him, pushed towards him.


 Su Xing immediately brought his body down, and then he dodged towards his left.


 With a mighty boom, the Blooming Water Python’s tail swept from his side, striking heavily upon the water.


 The moment its attack failed to connect, the Blooming Water Python did not give Su Xing any chance to catch his breath. It immediately started to advance to its second rippling attack. It opened wide its mouth still sputtering blood, sending forth ten great bolts of lightning from its venomous fangs and shooting them out of its snake crown. They were like smaller pythons, hissing through the air and baring fangs towards Su Xing, a power most astonishing.


 “Perfect!”


 Su Xing coldly smiled. His left hand formed a hand seal, and the Thunder Cry Sword flew out from within his Astral Bag.


 After entering Nebula Stage, Su Xing could truly use this Thunder Cry Sword. Glimpsing the thunder charm along its blade, lightning collected together, and the lightning shooting towards Su Xing was all stopped by his Thunder Cry Sword. The Blooming Water Python’s vitality had sustained crippling damage, and the power of the Water Thunder it spat up was also in decline. After the attack was dissolved by the Thunder Cry Sword, Su Xing said “Quick!”


 The Thunder Cry Sword emitted an air shattering noise.


 It skewered the Blooming Water Python’s upper jaw. Su Xing was not lenient, and urging on his Star Energy without any margin for error, the Thunder Cry Sword’s lightning immediately split open. This Blooming Water Python finally sampled a taste of electrocution. Not letting it howl in grief for long, Su Xing rushed forward, appearing atop the Blooming Water Python’s head in the blink of an eye.


 The Blooming Water Python’s flower apparently was the final battle.


 Su Xing raised his gun and pressed it against the flower stem. [7]


 SFX: Bang!!!


 A sharp and clear penetrating sound.


 That Thunder Water Flower snake crown was immediately uprooted.


 The Blooming Water Python’s anguished howls turned into whimpers as it fell into a pool of blood. Even though a hole had been punched through its brain, it still struggled upon its deathbed. Finally, its breath was completely severed by Su Xing’s sword.


 Wiping away his sweat, Su Xing let out a breath of air.


 It seemed he really could not relax within this Flower Dragon Cave. Not only were there Star Cultivators, but there were also these Demon Beasts.


 Su Xing examined the simple and elegant Thunder Water Flower Flower Snake Crown in his hand. The flashing lightning and thunder in the snake crown dripped into the Thunder Cry Sword like water. “Might as well take something like this, so that it doesn’t seem like I came here for nothing.” Su Xing thought to himself. It was hard to say if Heaven knew whether what everything Gong Caiwei said about a real Blooming Water Divine Thunder was true or not.
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﻿Chapter 44: Blood Rain Pot

 The battle with the Blooming Water Python produced a ruckus that could be said to be not very quiet. Several dozen Star Cultivators were already rushing towards here, so Su Xing stored the Blooming Water Python’s carcass inside his bag, immediately departing rapidly from this place.


 As Su Xing expected, he had not left for long when a group of cultivators adorned in white and blue robes rushed to the location. They happened to be Chen Zhonglin and the rest of the Blooming Water Sword Sect disciples that he met at the restaurant.


 “Senior Brother, this is a Blooming Water Python!”


 One of the sword sect disciples carried one of the python’s scales [1] and walked before Chen Zhonglin.


 The other disciples’ complexions changed one after another. As disciples of the Blooming Water Sword Sect, their understanding of the Flower Dragon Cave and the Blooming Water Divine Thunder far outmatched the rest of the scattered Star Cultivators; they were fully aware that the Flower Dragon Cave’s true boss was that Blooming Water Python. The Blooming Water Python’s Thunder Water Flower Snake Flower Crown was an item they were required to obtain. This sort of Demonic Beast’s snake crown was not only rare, but it also held the most promise in refining a pure Blooming Water Divine Thunder. Now, the Blooming Water Python being killed was completely outside of their expectations.


 For a Nebula Stage Cultivator to slay this sort of proud Demonic Beast without a surefire plan like they had, the cultivator would easily have then been swallowed whole by the incognito python.


 “Senior Brother Zhonling, could it be said that the Heavenly River Sword School did this?”
𝓯𝙧𝓮𝓮𝒘𝓮𝙗𝙣𝒐𝒗𝒆𝓵.𝓬𝓸𝒎

 The rest of the disciples deeply believed it to be so. The Heavenly River Sword School was the Blooming Water Sword Sect’s mortal enemy. Several of the Heavenly River disciples that entered the Flower Dragon Cave this time around were Nebula Late Stage, and using their Heavenly Water Sword Secret Arts within the Flower Dragon Cave could be considered putting a fish back into water, very easy and natural.


 “Whoever he is, he couldn’t have gotten very far in such a short amount of time. Immediately give chase, for we must snatch back that Python.” Chen Zhonglin’s expression went cold, when suddenly, he saw several Star Cultivators rushing over who had heard the commotion.


 “Ah, it’s the Blooming Water Sword Sect!”


 The Star Cultivators were scared stiff upon seeing the Blooming Water Sword Sect.


 “You’re courting death!!”


 Chen Zhonglin raised a hand seal, the water within the rocky cave abruptly soared upwards, becoming a watery sword that penetrated through two Star Cultivators that had not the slightest guard raised against it. The last Star Cultivator remaining was shocked and hastily used his Water Escape Talisman.


 With a bang, the water’s surface rose, and he immediately left the Flower Dragon Cave.


 “Tut, he ran.” Chen Zhonglin spat, and walked with great strides before the dying Star Cultivators.


 “Spare me…”


 “Pay the price for your greed!”


 Chen Zhonglin disdained them.


 The tranquil river waters turned into numerous sharp swords that suddenly pierced them and turned them into honeycomb.


 The number of Blooming Water Sword Sect disciples did not change their expressions, praising: “Ever since you contracted with a Star General, Senior Student Zhonglin’s ‘Water Turned to Sword Art’ has become stronger and stronger, the number one of our school!”


 “Stop with the rubbish.” Chen Zhonglin thoroughly enjoyed this sort of praise. Smiling, he said: “Quickly find that dead python’s Star Cultivator. You definitely cannot let him escape.”


 “By your will!”


 ___


 Oblivious to the fact that he killed the Blooming Water Sword Sect’s most important Blooming Water Python, Su Xing at this moment stared blankly at the scene before his eyes.


 In this more than two hundred square meter pool, there were the collapsed corpses of more than ten cultivators scattered chaotically about. Su Xing checked and saw there were both male and female corpses, both elderly and young. Judging from the positions of their death as well as their facial expressions, these people did not go down swinging at each other. [2] On the contrary, these scattered Star Cultivators should have had deep knowledge of the Flower Dragon Cave’s dangers that they would form a single, large group.


 But their deaths came extremely abruptly, for several of the Star Cultivators still maintained defensive stances, eyes opened wide.


 These Star Cultivators were even at the Nebula Stage, but in the blink of an eye, they were done in without retaliating in the slightest. Su Xing thought this was completely inconceivable. Could it be that the Flower Dragon Cave still held some terrifying Demon Beast?


 The Astral Bags and other items on these Star Cultivators had already been taken away, so clearly it was not a Demon Beast.


 Examining their wounds, a dense bloody hole ran through their craniums, but their shoulders had fatal wounds, so clearly it came from directly above? Su Xing took extreme caution, keeping alert of the rocky cave’s ceiling. Suddenly, the sound of weak breathing drew Su Xing’s attention. Following this sound, Su Xing found a woman hiding beneath a corpse.


 She looked to be around twenty years old, her hair disheveled, her face pale, and upon her shoulders flowed the same bloody holes


 “I’m begging you, please don’t kill me…” The girl shouted, terrified.


 “I’m not going to kill you!” Su Xing said softly. He retrieved a “Return of Spring Foxglove Pill” [3] from his person. For a short time, it could staunch bleeding and numb pain, and it was An Suwen who specially refined it for him. [4]


 After swallowing the Return of Spring Pill, the girl’s trembling body slowly calmed.


 “What happened here?” Su Xing helped her up.


 “It was the ‘Blood Rain Pot!’” [5]


 “Blood Rain Pot?” Su Xing raised his eyebrows.


 From the girl’s stammering, Su Xing was finally able to understand the whole sequence of events leading to this horrific scene. As Su Xing had thought, the scattered Star Cultivators indeed knew deeply the dangers of Flower Dragon Cave, and the dozens of people just joined one after another into a huge group to prepare a common front. After the Flower Dragon Cave was fished up, since they all had Nebula Early Stage cultivation, they did not need to be afraid even in the case they ran into a Nebula Late Stage cultivator.


 Their plan was indeed correct. When they entered the lake, among the Star Cultivators they got rid of very easily was a Nebula Late Stage Star Cultivator, but then they discovered two “Thunder Water Flowers.” As they had habitually done, several people stood guard and others went to pluck it when at this time, they encountered a cultivator from the Heavenly River Sword School. The opposition unexpectedly brought out the Galaxy Stage Artifact, [6] Blood Rain Pot. Although it was only an early stage artifact, it rapidly dispatched these Nebula Early Stage cultivators with much to spare. The girl lived only because she had a protective talisman that saved her life.


 “Unexpectedly, it’s a Galaxy Stage Artifact?” Su Xing’s tone was grave.


 At every level of Star Energy, Star Cultivators will use different artifacts, and every artifact’s stage was also divided into Basic Grade, Intermediate Grade, High Grade and Supreme Grade [7] just like how Star Energy was also divided into separate ranks. Whenever a Star Cultivator’s cultivation reached the Late Stage, they were already able to use the next stage’s Basic Grade Artifacts.


 Regarding fighting a Star Cultivator in the same realm, using a next stage artifact in a battle can give an enormous advantage in battle strength to its user, thus it was not difficult to explain the lack of retaliation on the part of these Nebula Late Stage Cultivators.


 Su Xing looked at the girl. Taking out a Water Escape Talisman, he gave it to her, “Take care of yourself!”


 “Thank you…” The girl was moved to tears. Most probably, she herself had not expected to run into a decent person.


 Because of a soldier’s natural instincts, Su Xing without a doubt disdained killing someone this way. However, he had no way of knowing that this inadvertent rescue, someday, would bring up the famous “Water Illusion Fairy.” Of course, that is a story for another time; [8]


 Activating the Water Escape Technique, the girl’s figure immediately submerged into the water and disappeared from sight.


 “A Galaxy Stage Artifact. So there’s even something like this, that I had to give it my all.” Su Xing thought aloud. Of the people from the Heavenly River Sword School she spoke of, Su Xing immediately thought of that Cultivator Wu he encountered at the restaurant. Connecting the dots with their grudge, there was a good chance that the Heavenly River Sword School wanted to seize the opportunity at Flower Dragon Cave to kill the Blooming Water Sword Sect’s Star Master.


 Thinking about it, Su Xing had nothing to do with this. It was better to discuss how to put down these two exceptional water style sword schools.


 Just as he thought that, the sudden sound of water breaking erupted.


 Su Xing soared with a jump onto a piece of rock. As it turned out, he had just avoided several water swords.


 “Ha, ha, ha, ha, I didn’t expect to see a hero save the beauty. I never thought this Flower Dragon Cave would still have such an upright Star Cultivator!”


 The sound of rough, but full-hearted laughing suddenly resounded.


 The figures of tens of Star Cultivators wearing flax colored long gowns encircled Su Xing from his surroundings.


 “Originally, I wanted to find that rat from the Blooming Water Sword Sect, but I didn’t think I’d find such a wonderful play! Hero, are you ready to beat it?”


 Su Xing quietly cursed his luck. What he really did not want to come had come anyways.


 The people who approached were, in fact, Heavenly River Sword School’s Star Cultivators.


 Author’s Note: A plea for your votes…


 1. I thought this thing didn’t have scales. ?


 2. 兩敗俱傷 ?


 3. 回春地黃丸 ?


 4. ( ?° ?? ?°) and why would she do that, I wonder? ?


 5. 血雨壺 ?


 6. This would be more powerful than the Firebolt sword that he had so much trouble against. ?


 7. 初級，中級，高級，頂級 ?


 8. ( ?° ?? ?°) Do tell! ?
﻿Chapter 45: The Most Mysterious, The Most Elegant, The Most Powerful

 “So, what I really want to come has come.”


 Atop the cliffs of the Heavenly River, Wu Xinjie, Lin Yingmei and Zhu Sha were currently peacefully overlooking those whirlpools waiting for their own masters to appear. A beam of escape light descended before them, and yet another group of people blocked up the cliff’s outlet from behind.


 Wu Xinjie saw the sword manipulating Star Cultivator and clapped as she smiled. It seemed she was pleased that she had guessed correctly.


 The sword manipulating Star Cultivators and the girls had crossed paths before, for it happened to be the one who called himself Yun Youzi of Dry Tree Mountain.


 After finding out Gong Caiwei and Su Xing’s identities as Star Masters, Yun Youzi came up with an audacious thought from the bottom of his heart. Star Masters entering the Flower Dragon Cave had no way of bringing their Star Generals along because of the restriction. Since this was the case, this group of good-looking beauties would all be left outside, separated from their own contractors. Losing the presence of their contractors, the Star Generals somewhat visibly expressed the effect of that.


 This moment was a chance bestowed by Heaven to easily kill these Star Generals.


 Compared with seizing something like the Blooming Water Divine Thunder, Yun Youzi had far more interest in slaying Star Generals because in legend, those that killed a Star General could obtain their Star Energy and could even enter Liangshan Continent’s most mysterious Maiden Mountain.


 “Huh, fellows, this place here has at least two Star Generals. Their contractors at this moment are inside Flower Dragon Cave. Heh, heh, what are we even waiting for?”


 This group of cultivators were all Nebula Stage along with a few at Stardust Stage. This Nebula Late Stage Yun Youzi right here could be considered the one with the greatest strength.


 These cultivators were all Scattered Star Cultivators. Scattered Star Cultivators’ greatest trait was that they loved to seize every opportunity to advance their own cultivation. If they switched to doing things themselves, confronting the most mysterious, the most elegant and the most powerful Star Maidens from Liangshan Continent legend, and at least two of them at that, it gave the Scattered Star Cultivators the courage of one hundred to consider this for just a moment. However, the forty, fifty Star Cultivators were baffled at the confidence that formed when they acted as a group.


 Jumping on the bandwagon always made people become blind and could turn into the start of a disaster.


 “If you obediently turn over your Star Weapons, we could spare you.” Yun Youzi threatened.


 Wu Xinjie asked, “Are you a fool? You should have first pondered about why someone would be able to guess you would come but not leave.”


 Yun Youzi stared blankly.


 “Because we were waiting for you all to visit and give your experience.” [1]


 “Fellows, do not let them escape.”


 The Star Cultivators chanted incantations, formed hand seals, intertwining their flights together.


 “Little Sister Zhu Sha? I’ll turn this over to you?” Wu Xinjie giggled and signaled Lin Yingmei with her eyes, jumping for the cliff edge. [2]


 “You want to flee?”


 Yun Youzi controlled his sword and coldly smiled, his sword’s light swirling.


 The Leader Star The Resourceful Strategist’s expression was extremely stiff, not even looking at the two people running for the cliff edge as the several dozen Star Cultivators launched their assault. The Star Cultivators’ attacks always used artifacts, and this was the biggest weakness when confronting the Star Maidens. When the Five Elements Weather Banner transformed, an array appeared, followed by Zhu Sha’s figure completely disappearing into thin air.


 All forty, fifty Star Cultivators did not see how the girl vanished.


 “I’ve received all of your experiences.”


 A flat voice suddenly rang out from the sky. The Star Cultivators raised their heads and were shocked to see the Star General was already above their heads. The Five Elements Weather Banner flew and spun rapidly, growing extremely large. A large array then trapped the Star Cultivators within.


 Zhu Sha then chanted an inaudible command.


 Then, a mountain appeared within the the large array, a silver waterfall splashing, a gust suddenly kicking up, clouds and mist billowing over. The Star Cultivators hastily used defensive arts.


 “It’s the Toppling River Mountain Array!!” [3]


 “This isn’t good, it’s the Leader Star!!!”


 “How is that…”


 The Toppling River Mountain Array covering a radius of one hundred meters gave rise to an unimaginable landscape. The great mountain collapsed, and the suspended waterfall rained down torrents, all a great turmoil. The Toppling River Mountain Array was a very powerful array such that only exceptional cultivators could resist it. Let alone being an expert in arrays, the Resourceful Strategist Zhu Wu was Liangshan’s number one, and accompanying behind the Immortal Hero Princess Gong Caiwei allowed her to soar by leaps and bounds.


 After the sound of a mountain flowing into the sea finished resounding, when the Five Elements Weather Banner floated back and shrouded Zhu Sha’s whole body, the giant array’s interior was already devoid of life.


 More than twenty Star Cultivators were swiftly and neatly killed in a matter of seconds.


 The remaining half of the Star Cultivators were completely scared out of their wits.


 Zhu Sha landed on solid ground, her palm open, that expression still stiff like stone.


 “She can only ambush with large arrays. Friends, don’t give her a chance, kill her!!”


 A rich variety of artifacts fired one after another.


 Zhu Sha coldly scowled. Clenching her fist, the Five Elements Weather Banner disappeared, and when it reappeared, thereupon was another series of screams.


 ___


 “Heh heh, where do you think you’re running to?”


 Only when Wu Xinjie and Lin Yingmei were already out of sight of the others entering a small path did Yun Youzi block their way. He already determined that the Star Maidens before his eyes were incapable of any sort of fighting technique, otherwise they would not have fled. [4]


 How could he have known that Wu Xinjie did this only to prevent Zhu Sha from seeing through Lin Yingmei’s identity.


 “You really are motivated to chase after death.” Wu Xinjie felt sorry for him.


 Yun Youzi spoke “Go,” not being too wordy, and a row of mother swords with child swords attached to the middle shot towards the two people. [5]. The rows of swords became a spinning killing formation. Under his magic power, an ordinary defense would have no way of blocking.


 Lin Yingmei leaned over and dashed forward. The attacking mother and child swords suddenly were dispersed by a cold light from a wave of her hand. The girl’s body movements were extremely swift that even Yun Youzi’s Nebula Late Stage Divine Intent could only barely hone in by a bit. If his cultivation was just even slightly lower, it was hard to say if this comeback could have been put down by him, and he reluctantly sacrificed his flying sword.


 He used it as a barrier.


 The sharp sound of a blow against it.


 An overwhelming power shook against him, numbing his hand. Yun Youzi trained at Dry Tree Mountain for some time, learned many fighting arts, but the first time he connected with that attack he knew that if he was shook open, the girl’s weapon would stab sharply into his chest.


 And there was another strike.


 Yun Youzi’s throat filled with blood. With a great shout, he fortified his fighting spirit.. Several ice cold chains flew out from within his Astral Bag and bound Lin Yingmei’s hands and feet. It did not occur to Yun Youzi that the second Star General would unexpectedly have extraordinary power. Seeing that the “Beast Binding Iron Chain” [6] successfully caught the Star Maiden, he did not hesitate in the slightest to stamp his foot, using a magic called, “Dead Tree Thorn.” [7]


 “Magic?” Wu Xinjie praised slightly. For a Star Cultivator, magic was even more important than artifacts. When using an artifact, if it was damaged or destroyed, then there would be a great loss in fighting potential, but mastery of magic arts could never be lost. Although its usage was not as convenient as an artifact, it still was a trump card that could not be lost.


 A rocky thorn suddenly appeared beneath Lin Yingmei’s feet like a sharp razor.


 Taking advantage of the Beast Binding Iron Chain that captured its target, then using Dead Tree Thorn to finish the kill, Yun Youzi had lost track of the number of times he had used this combination. Just when he thought he could see the legendary Star Maiden be defeated by his attack, an unexpected scene unfolded before his eyes that shocked him.


 Lin Yingmei threw her entire body, and the Beast Binding Iron Chains holding both her arms and legs were unexpectedly lifted by her might. The girl stood light as a feather on the tip of the thorn, and then she fiercely exerted her strength, making Yun Youzi’s body lose control of his center of gravity. The iron chains that flew out from his Astral Bag had instead become shackles that bound him.


 Lin Yingmei turned the tables and used the iron chains to drag Yun Youzi into the air.


 An Arctic Star Spear flickered a cold light beneath the scorching sun. Clenching the spear with both hands, she raised it and cut open a half moon.


 The iron chains clanged and were smashed to dust. A cold that chilled down into the bone passed through the half of his body that Yun Youzi had severed by Lin Yingmei’s spear.


 These days spent recuperating had restored Lin Yingmei’s incomparably imposing bearing. Perhaps because of the side effects of signing a contract as well as the side effects of the Heavenly Cycle Northern Dipper Array, and also the battle strength she used to protect her master the next two times, Lin Yingmei deeply blamed herself. The actions she took this time showed no mercy, her offense moving smoothly.


 Yun Youzi painfully raised himself. His near Nebula Late Stage Star Energy’s defense was broken and killed on the spot with barely any resistance. But even so, this was a disastrous injury such that he completely was unable to stand steadily.


 The Lin Yingmei standing atop the thorn looked coldly at him, her hand clenching her spear, her appearance imposing, almost like a deity descended.


 “You’re…you are…are” The Arctic Star Spear’s terror already made Yun Youzi collapse. He hastily called on every artifact and talisman that he could and threw them out.


 Lin Yingmei leapt, her spear point drawing a frightening arc, splitting apart every single artifact and talisman. This time, Yun Youzi had no way to defend.


 Just before he put a foot in his grave, he heard a declaration that he would never have believed in this lifetime.


 “You face Lin Chong!!!”


 “Little Sister Yingmei, you really are too soldierly. It’s a pity Young Master Su Xing wasn’t able to see.” Wu Xinjie tone was envious.


 Lin Yingmei returned her spear and felt that her Star Energy was far more powerful than before. It seemed that Su Xing’s entrance into the Nebula Stage was a great help to her, however, Lin Yingmei had no reason to be satisfied at all. She pursed her lips: “This is too far from enough to protect the Young Master!”


 Far away upon a cliff littered with dead bodies, Zhu Sha recalled her Five Elements Weather Banner as she stood beside the cliff edge, overlooking from the edge expressionlessly… [8]


 ___


 And at this moment, Su Xing also was stuck in a situation he never wanted to happen.


 “Could it be the Heavenly River Sword School just likes safety in numbers?”


 Su Xing calmed his mind. The more than ten opposing Nebula Stage Cultivators encircled him, and he was unable to relax within his heart. Besides these Star Cultivators, there were still two Nebula Late Stage existences. However, running away was not a difficult task at all. As long as he used the Chaotic Tail Escape Technique he could easily break away from this bind. The only caveat was that the Chaotic Tail Escape required he sustain an injury, causing Su Xing to be very hesitant.


 He definitely did not want to drag his injured body to go meet Gong Caiwei.


 The speaking Cultivator Wu sneered: “Your hero saving the beauty act just now was very interesting. Are you scared right now?”


 “Heh, heh, I’ve never seen such an upstanding Star Cultivator.”


 A Heavenly River Sword School disciple smiled.


 A female cultivator also at Nebula Early Stage grinned: “Both Senior Brothers, how about you let this junior play with him? This Junior Sister has never played with such an upright Star Cultivator.”


 The rest of the disciples broke into raucous laughter.


 “Fine, so as to avoid this small fry lamenting in the Underworld that we, the Heavenly River Sword School, used many to take advantage of the few, Junior Sister, do not humiliate our teacher.” Cultivator Wu roared with laughter.


 “Junior Sister, don’t break him.”


 “Let me play with the upright Star Cultivator in a moment, too.”


 The rest of the people jeered. In the eyes of the people of the Heavenly River Sword School, the currently Nebula Early Stage Su Xing was a dead man walking. They were even already preparing to eye an even more wonderful prize.


 An abrupt explosion suddenly jolted everyone present.


 All of the ridicule instantly ended.


 The center stage female cultivator’s head had been blown open by a great, unsightly hole. Brain matter and blood splashed all over the surroundings such that it was even on several Heavenly River Sword School disciples’ faces. [9] Everyone without exception was terrified. [10]


 1. As in the Star Maidens are about to farm them for EXP. ?


 2. Time to run away~~ Smokey!! ?


 3. 傾倒河山陣 ?


 4. Are you sure about that…? ?


 5. It’s like those traps in the movies where blades are attached to a revolving stick, apparently. ?


 6. 縛獸鐵索 ?


 7. 枯木刺 ?


 8. Shiiiit… ?


 9. Just like in Supernatural. High five with anyone who watches SPN! ?


 10. And that was when they realized, they fucked up. ?
﻿Chapter 46: Battle Through the Heavenly River

 What was that artifact?


 The Heavenly River Sword School disciples were shaken by this one attack from Su Xing. Nobody believed that under their encirclement Su Xing would unexpectedly suddenly rebel. Perhaps they all felt that kneeling and begging for forgiveness was his best way out that should have been.


 “Kill him!!”


 Cultivator Wu yelled, furious.


 Numerous Heavenly River Sword School disciples returned to their senses from that daze. Shouting and moving as one, countless tens of water swords filled the sky, and every one moved in formation to kill Su Xing.


 After he fired his first shot, Su Xing did not plan to waste any more time with these bastards, charging at the Star Cultivator with the weakest cultivation to break through the encirclement. The flying water swords behind him did not stop their deadly pursuit as Su Xing raised Silver Blade.


 The Nebula Cultivator that was at the same level as them being killed off so easily gave these cultivators a deep sense of dread. Suddenly seeing Su Xing aim that terrifying artifact at them, they subconsciously moved to the side in fright. They were so frightened that they even did not feel like putting up a defense, and this result was precisely why Su Xing had fired his first shot.


 From insufferable arrogance to instant death, this sharp contrast would certainly leave behind a strong impression on these Star Cultivators. Practically every person’s reaction was to just evade.


 “You scoundrels, stop him!!”


 Cultivator Wu shouted when he saw several junior disciples unexpectedly move away despite their superior numbers.


 By the time they reacted, Su Xing had already rushed away. This seemingly impenetrable encirclement had been ingeniously breached through by Su Xing such that Cultivator Wu stamped his foot in anger.


 “He thinks he can run away?” Another youth with Nebula Late Stage cultivation standing beside Cultivator Wu smiled coldly.


 The moment he activated his escape technique, the rocky cave’s lake water split apart, and just like a flying dragon, he covered several hundred meters in the blink of an eye.


 Su Xing groaned. Forming a hand seal, the Nebula Intermediate Grade artifact Thunder Cry Sword manifested, and lightning shot towards the blue clothed youth with a mighty roar.


 The blue-clothed youth put up a water barrier in front of him. His feet formed ripples upon it, and a flying sword clashed with the Thunder Cry Sword. His figure disappeared, and then he was before Su Xing in the blink of an eye. Su Xing could only discharge a Thunder Fire Bullet.


 The flame and thunderclap that left the barrel resounded distantly throughout the Flower Dragon Cave.


 “A petty trick!” [1]


 The already prepared blue-clothed youth smiled coldly. A magic power violently fired towards the incoming projectile and destroyed it in an explosion, and as he curled his five fingers, the water barrier protecting him turned into several water spears that thrust towards Su Xing.


 The results of sparring with Lin Chong revealed themselves. Such close and sudden thrusts were easily dodged by Su Xing, but the blue-clothed youth had also already anticipated this. Opening his mouth, he spouted several dozen transparent water droplets.


 This happened to the Heavenly River Sword School’s Special Technique, “Rock Piercing Water Droplets,” and spitting out more than a dozen droplets was not something an ordinary disciple could do.


 Su Xing’s face did not change expressions. Flipping his wrist, an Azure Dragon Treasure Fan [2] appeared in his hand, imparting a continuous stream of Star Energy into the fan.


 Waving the Treasure Fan, a cool breeze rose in a whirlwind, and then the omnipresent whistling of the breeze turned into a dragon bursting out from the waters, rushing towards the youth with just a thought from Su Xing.


 The several dozen Rock Piercing Water Droplets were cleanly destroyed by the violently rolling azure dragon.


 Azure Dragon Fan?!


 The blue-clothed youth went mute. He foresaw too late that Su Xing could actually use this sort of artifact.


 The Azure Dragon Fan was a High Grade artifact. Using it required consuming significant quantities of Star Energy, and generally, only Nebula Middle Stage cultivators could use it. However, Su Xing’s Star Energy after signing contracts with two Star Generals was definitely a size larger than the ordinary person’s, so he naturally had a surplus of Star Energy to control the Azure Dragon Fan with. Though, using the Thunder Cry Sword and the Azure Dragon Fan at the same time was putting Su Xing’s Divine Intent through a great ordeal. Fortunately, the Star Nests of two Star Generals contained within his mind had virtually improved his Divine Intent’s resiliency significantly.


 But for the blue-clothed youth, this all was nothing more than just seeing a monster.


 This was an only Nebula Early Stage Cultivator not only using a High Grade artifact, but also even operating three artifacts total at the same time. [3] Even for he who was Nebula Late Stage, he could only barely operate three at once.


 The envy filling his heart changed into fury.


 At this time, the azure dragon spiraled wildly towards him, and the blue-clothed youth could only retreat. Fortunately, a magnificent dark blue light shot violently onto the azure dragon, striking and breaking the azure dragon apart.


 “Are you alright!”


 Cultivator Wu had hurried over to help the blue-clothed youth block the azure dragon.


 The battle between Su Xing and blue-clothed youth seemed to have been raging for a very long time when actually this was all just within the blink of an eye. The Heavenly River Sword School Disciples watched their own Senior Brother amazingly be pushed back. However, the blue-clothed youth’s delaying provided an opportunity that let the fellow disciples rush over, especially the similarly Nebula Late Stage Cultivator Wu, who controlled his sword to block.


 Flying swords filled the sky and became a cage that firmly trapped Su Xing.


 “In the end, just what is this guy?” The blue-clothed youth’s expression was unsightly. From his perspective, being unable to obstruct or kill Su Xing in a single blow was practically the greatest humiliation.


 Su Xing would never give him this opportunity, and he immediately recalled the Thunder Cry Sword into his Astral Bag. With a fan pinched in one hand, and a gun clenched in the other, this definitely would not be easy.


 The rest of the school’s disciples at this time had lost the bravado they had earlier. Every one of their expressions was nervous at facing this formidable enemy, for their own Junior Sister had just been killed off in a flash. And then they saw their Senior Brother fight several bouts with the enemy and got pushed back. They were restless from the bottom of their hearts, and if it had been them doing the fighting, they completely would not have had the power to fight back.


 That a Nebula Early Stage cultivator unexpectedly had this sort of remarkable power was absolutely disgraceful.


 Cultivator Wu stared fixedly at Su Xing, and with a heavy voice: “I see that this brat must be a Star Master!”


 Upon hearing this, the blue-clothed youth’s expression relaxed. Star Masters shook Liangshan, especially the Star Maidens with their unrivaled power. Killing them instantly was as easy as breathing for him. Since he was a Star Master, there was finally some comfort. “Huh, a Star Master? This is indeed good luck.”


 “Let’s see where you’ll run to this time.” Cultivator Wu was furious.


 The swords that filled the air slowly stirred. If Su Xing decided to use a Water Escape Talisman, these swords could easily run through him in less than a second.


 “Use the Heavenly Water Sword Array to kill him!”


 The blue-clothed youth shouted, urging on his magic energy, and the flying swords started to absorb water,


 “Have a taste of my Thunder Fire Array.” [4] Su Xing cursed. Sweeping Silver Blade upwards, he continuously pulled the trigger.


 Bullets whooshed out of the barrel.


 Ten Thunder Fire Bullets fiercely shot out. The ten consecutively discharged bullets consumed just as much Star Energy as using an artifact, and Su Xing’s entire body was nearly sore. However, he still pieced together the last of his strength to launch one last breakout.


 Actually, from the perspective of the blue-clothed youth, Cultivator Wu or even another Nebula Stage Cultivator, the Thunder Fire Bullets were far from threatening as long as they had sufficient time to guard. However, because these Nebula Stage Cultivators witnessed their own fellow’s head be blown open by a gun, they unconsciously believed they were incapable of defending. They were frightened enough to faint that they recalled their flying swords to defend in front of them.


 This was also right on Su Xing’s mind.


 Su Xing leaned towards his left. His target was the gap between two Nebula Stage Cultivators’ defense.


 Cultivator Wu coldly smiled as he had already anticipated this, ordering his flying sword to stab forward.


 But Su Xing abruptly, in an instant, used his leftward movement to immediately rush directly towards the blue-clothed youth. This feint thoroughly dumbfounded everyone. They absolutely did not expect that Su Xing’s first breach was only to give them a false impression, and his killing intent right now was real!!


 The blue-clothed youth clearly did not anticipate that Su Xing would so unexpectedly and recklessly attack towards himself, but Cultivator Wu had also made an error in judgment towards the defense’s weak spot.


 The youth was slightly flustered, and Su Xing had already arrived in front of him.


 “You Nebula Early Stage brat really think this can defeat me?” The blue-clothed youth shouted loudly, his flying sword absorbing more water with a swipe.


 The rest of the cultivators at this time wanted to assist.


 The combined attack of the discharged Thunder Fire Bullets and Su Xing was not unlike an explosion.


 A rolling thunder reverberated throughout and shook the rocky cave as if to collapse it. The rising smoke and dust soared up into the air and dispersed in all directions.


 The tranquil river waters abruptly rose up high and drove away the dust and smoke.


 At this time, Su Xing’s figure had already disappeared without a trace. Scanning with Divine Intent unexpectedly revealed he had indeed inconceivably disappeared. Cultivator Wu did not dare believe that in these short few second that the opposition could escape his own range, but on second thought, he definitely used the Water Escape Talisman to flee the Flower Dragon Cave. Having been encircled by the Heavenly River Sword School, even if he was anymore incredible, he was still only a Nebula Early Stage Cultivator, and this was the only road he could choose.


 “That damned wretch!!” Cultivator Wu’s rage was burning. This was still his first time ever receiving such a great humiliation.


 The Heavenly River Sword Sect disciples also all showed shame upon their faces. This many people could not slow down a single Nebula Early Stage cultivator, and once word got out, this would be a joke upon the Heavenly River Sword School.


 “That brat is too cunning.”


 “After we get out, we must not let him go!”


 “Right, for Junior Sister’s revenge!”


 Several cultivators were filled with endless resentment, and Cultivator Wu stared coldly at them. Revenge? This many people could not get rid of one person, and they wanted revenge. He was afraid that the brat had already fled in fear. However, Cultivator Wu himself believed that if they did not have the Blood Rain Pot, perhaps there would still be this sentiment.


 “Senior Brother, you’re bleeding.” A female disciple cried, concerned.
𝚏𝕣𝐞𝗲𝐰𝕖𝐛𝐧𝕠𝕧𝚎𝚕.𝐜𝚘𝗺

 The blue-clothed youth’s neck had a bloody hole, and fresh blood gushed forth from it. “It’s only a flesh wound.” The blue-clothed scowled, feeling that his own shame this time around was great. He had been toyed with by a young brat, and in the end, had even been stabbed in the neck.


 The moment he left this place, he would definitely find and dismember that brat into tiny pieces.


 “Still, you’d best cover that wound for now.” Cultivator Wu said.


 The blue-clothed youth nodded. He took a deep breath, preparing to retrieve from his Astral Bag a bottle of medicine to cover the wound when he touched empty space. Looking down, his anger immediately erupted. “That lousy son of a bitch.”


 “What happened?” Numerous disciples were frightened. Could it be that the air made Senior Brother go mad?


 “That wretch stole my Astral Bag!!!”


 The blue-clothed youth went insane; there was no way he could continue pretending to be level-headed.


 Several people’s jaws hung wide open, speechless.


 That brat was too incredible. In such a desperate situation, he unexpectedly did not overlook taking advantage of the situation for a profit. What sort of calm was this, and thinking about it, they all trembled in fear.


 “Just grab some Junior Brother’s medicine for now.” Cultivator Wu was helpless. “If we ran into the Blooming Water Sword Sect’s people now, it would be rather troublesome.”


 “Who is it that feels running into us is rather troublesome?”


 Suddenly, a mocking voice passed over.


 The Heavenly River Sword School stiffened one body after another, just like when they were facing their great enemy before.


 A group of blue and white robed men and women walked over from one of the cave’s entrances, a Blooming Water Sword suspended in midair.


 “So, it’s my friend, Wu. Assembling this many people together, I don’t know what the fun occasion is. Ah, how did that Senior Brother get injured? Were you guys too careless?” The speaking Chen Zhonglin’s smile brought with it an arrogant mockery.


 The people who came were actually the Blooming Water Sword Sect’s disciples.


 Cultivator Wu tasted from the bottom of his heart at this time what Su Xing previously already experienced.


 What he really did not want to come had come anyways.


 This truly was the same as bad luck. [5]


 Author’s Note:


 Today is an even newer 1W2, I’m begging you in tears for your ballots, aaauuuggghhhh.


 1. 雕蟲小技 ?


 2. Formerly, I translated this as “Green Dragon Treasure Fan,” but I think I’ll use “Azure” going forward; previous chapters will use “Green.” ?


 3. Haha, joke’s on you! Silver Blade is technically not an artifact! ?


 4. No, this is not literally an array. He’s being sarcastic. ?


 5. You dun goofed. ?
﻿Chapter 47: Image Of A Beauty Exiting The Bath

 The tranquil lake suddenly erupted with the sound of breaking water. A lone figure climbed out from inside the lake.


 “That really was dangerous.” Su Xing shook his head vigorously, using his Star Energy to evaporate the water clinging to his entire body. He sat upon a rock, panting, while he sized up the surrounding environment. There did not appear to be anyone else, but in an area not too far away, there were several fallen corpses. It seemed that a battle previously took place here.


 Su Xing turned his head back to look at the lake. His own thinking was not wrong; the Flower Dragon Cave’s lakes were all interconnected with one another. Fortunately, this was what let him break away from Cultivator Wu, otherwise the outcome from facing an entire group of Nebula Stage cultivators encircling him would have been unpleasant.


 At the same time, it was not as if he did not gain any rewards this time. Su Xing’s lips carried a smile as he brought out a blue Astral Bag. When he charged that blue-clothed youth, he used the sword to stab him to divert his attention, and taking advantage of that, he snatched away this bag more easily than he had imagined it would be.


 Su Xing mobilized his Divine Intent, opening the Astral Bag.


 Time to see just what kind of toys were inside this Nebula Late Stage Cultivator’s bag.


 A copy of “Water Droplet True Technique,” [1] a Heavenly Water School Flying Sword and a set of what seemed to be Eagle Talon Chains, [2] an Intermediate Grade Artifact known as “Shark Claw Hook” [3] and a High Grade Artifact “Shark Scale Shield”; [4] more than three hundred Ice Break Talismans, [5] a single Water Escape Divine Talisman, [6] more than six thousand liang of gold, two bottles of Return Spirit Liquid [7] that could restore a bit of magic energy, some supplementary pills; odd refining utensils used to concoct pills out of materials that were not few in number as well as twelve Thunder Water Flowers. It seemed the Heavenly Water Sword School gave a share of the Thunder Water Flowers they plucked to him for safekeeping, but that let Su Xing take a big score for cheap.


 Apart from this, there was still a transparent bottle half-filled with transparent what looked to be water droplets. These droplets were very odd. They were obviously a liquid but they were also single, separate droplets linked together like frog eggs, somewhat disgusting. Sniffing it, it did not seem to be a wonder drug, but rather something like what that blue-clothed youth spat out.


 Fighting against the Blooming Water Demonic Python and the Heavenly River Sword School’s that one person wasted a large portion of Su Xing’s Star Energy, but it was just the right moment to use that bottle of Return Spirit Liquid to replenish his power.


 Tidying up a bit, Su Xing soon afterwards set out towards the Flower Dragon Pond in a hurry.


 After some period of time and experiencing the twists and turns of a daunting experience without a major mishap, he arrived at Flower Dragon Pond. Su Xing’s person was not carrying an additional two Astral Bags and eight more Thunder Water Flowers. These were all “offerings” from a few careless cultivators he encountered along the road. Su Xing did not feel like dealing with nonsense. Regardless of gender or age, those that obviously evilly moved a hand against him were sent back to meet their maker, [8] directly and cleanly turned to dust.


 More than twenty Thunder Water Flowers in addition to a Thunder Water Flower Flower Snake Crown, the Su Xing who had originally thought he would never seize these things had a harvest that was nevertheless far greater than anyone else’s.


 Arriving at the the Flower Dragon Pond, Su Xing saw a graceful white figure.


 Gong Caiwei sat beside the lake, her outstretched hand playing idly with a small white flower to pass the time. At first glance, she looked like a woman waiting to rendezvous with her sweetheart. Su Xing said to himself that this Immortal Hero Princess could really be sensual, but would it not be her own fault for being treated as a target, standing at the center of the Flower Dragon Pond like that?


 Su Xing wrinkled his brow, tempted to see just what sort of skills Gong Caiwei had, disappearing to the side.


 Not a moment later, five, six cultivators discovered the eye-catching figure of that beauty.


 Not saying much of anything, they went directly to killing.


 Flying swords, flying daggers, and any flying artifact that could attack all without exception took flight. The moment the small white flower in Gong Caiwei’s hand broke into pieces, that beautiful figure swayed only slightly, dodging the artifacts’ attacks. Tracing Snow in hand, it brandished a wide, snowy light.


 The attacking artifacts were then all cut down.


 “Careful, it’s Snow Soul Sword Arts. She’s from the Heavenly Ice Sacred Palace, a military cultivator!!”


 A cultivator that saw clearly cried out loud.


 Cultivators could be split into two types, artifact cultivators and military cultivators, not unlike Maiden Mountain’s Star Maidens. The so-called military cultivators could also be called sword cultivators, and they were skilled with cold military weapons.Fighting using close combat arts, these cultivators often chased after the sublime “A sword in hand, at the top of the world” [9] sort of spirit. Liangshan Continent had many varieties of sword schools, and the Blooming Water Sword Sect and the Heavenly River Sword School were both part of the same type. Of course, if sword cultivators really wanted to succeed in surmounting their limits, it was necessary for them to use everything they had, so most of the time, sword cultivators were also focused on using artifacts.


 The cultivators promptly called their swords, and their flying swords moved violently around Gong Caiwei’s whole body.


 Tens of talismans were thrown out one by one, every kind of brilliant light swirling about her. Su Xing was considering if he should or should not intervene.


 A faint, disdaining snort sounded out.


 Gong Caiwei’s eyes carried an expression of derision. She approached with light steps, her posture lightly revolving, Tracing Snow issuing a ray of cold light. A cultivator that was not defending was closed in on, and afterwards, by the time he reacted, he was already cut down by a sword.


 “Sword Wind Condenses Frost!” [10]


 The Flower Dragon Pond’s ambient temperature plummeted, the water’s surface froze over, and Tracing Snow fired a powerful intent that shook the attacking artifacts. Right after, the sword tip flew out from within Gong Caiwei’s hand, drawing a circle in midair. This was the Immortal Hero Princess’ last extraordinary sword power.


 The cultivators collapsed, eyes wide open.


 For a time, the atmosphere was cold, as if a northerly wind had passed through.


 “You’ve arrived much too late.” Gong Caiwei said softly.


 Su Xing walked out from the rock face, lightly laughing. As expected, these Nebula Early Stage cultivators could not bring any sort of trouble to Gong Caiwei. This woman was quite troublesome.


 “Seeing as how you were thoroughly enjoying yourself, I did not wish to bother you.” Su Xing glanced at the corpses beneath him. Their necks had traces of frozen blood; this was a fatal wound.


 Gong Caiwei was smiling, yet she was not. “Then can we leave?”


 “En, the Flower Dragon Cave is almost about to disappear.” Su Xing nodded, asking: “Where is that Heavenly Star Forbiddance?”


 Gong Caiwei’s expression briefly indicated towards the Flower Dragon Pond.


 Gong Caiwei first used her Divine Intent to conduct a sweep on the surrounding hundred meters in order to avoid others disturbing herself. After seeing no one was around, she and Su Xing took their positions. Following her commands Su Xing complied, moving his Divine Intent.


 The Astral Crest upon his forehead slowly glowed brighter and brighter.


 Gong Caiwei’s spotlessly white forehead also showed a gorgeous Astral Crest.


 The two each recited “go,” and their own Astral Crests and Divine Intents entered the Flower Dragon Lake.


 The tranquil lake waters began to ripple and crash violently. The waters turned from a light blue to a dark blue color. Su Xing saw a incorporeal objects seemingly disappear from sight, and asking what they should do next, Gong Caiwei was then like a mermaid, leaping in a beautiful arc into the lake water.


 Su Xing jumped down after her without doubt.
𝐟𝚛𝕖𝚎𝕨𝗲𝐛𝚗𝐨𝐯𝐞𝕝.𝐜𝗼𝗺

 Just at the moment he jumped into the lake water, the water immediately disappeared.


 Su Xing’s legs then stepped onto a stone slab. The surroundings were an immense hall, with its interior brightly lit with fire. It was completely different from the Flower Dragon Cave. Su Xing had no way of believing this for a moment, for this felt like he just time traveled.


 Turning his head around, he saw Gong Caiwei. The girl’s body was thoroughly drenched, peerlessly beautiful. [11] The white cloth soaked by water revealed the skin beneath it, her milky white undergarments also faintly visible. [12]


 With her fine black hair dripping water, her brow wet with dew, she was just beautiful, absolutely too beautiful.


 “Look any further, and I’ll gouge those dog eyes.” Gong Caiwei said indignantly. It did not occur to her that she would actually touch water when she jumped down. Raising her hand, her body emanated a watery mist, and the water all over her body evaporated away.


 Su Xing clicked his tongue, feeling considerable pity about the image of a beauty exiting the bath. A magic energy rolled by, and Su Xing promptly evaded. Seeing Gong Caiwei was somewhat resentful, he changed the subject: “Where is this?”


 “Hmph, Flower Dragon Hall!”


 Gong Caiwei spat out these words, a strange fervor within her eyes.


 1. 滴水真法 ?


 2. 鷹爪鎖鏈 ?


 3. 鮫爪勾 ?


 4. 鮫鱗盾 ?


 5. 破冰符 ?


 6. 遁水神符 ?


 7. 回靈液 ?


 8. 回老家結婚 ?


 9. 一劍在手，天下我有 ?


 10. 劍風凝霜 ?


 11. 出水芙蓉 ?


 12. ( ?° ?? ?°) BTW in the coming chapters, you will see much more of Lenny-san in the future…( ?° ?? ?°) ?
﻿Chapter 48: Cold Smoke Jade and the Blooming Water Dragon

 The main hall was very wide, with not a thing in sight. At one end was a cold pool, but apart from this, the Flower Dragon Hall had absolutely nothing.


 Gong Caiwei walked hastily towards the pool.


 Su Xing watched her, doubting whether the true Blooming Water Divine Thunder was just a pretense to get his help in undoing the forbiddance. The issue at hand was that whoever laid down this forbiddance should also have hidden something else.


 Seeing Su Xing’s bewilderment, Gong Caiwei said: “Do you know why the Flower Dragon Cave would have the Blooming Water Divine Thunder??”


 The newcomer Su Xing was not even clear on the Heavenly River and such, so how could he ever know anything about this sort of incredible matter. Although this piece of business had already been investigated beforehand, the published historical records did not have any sort of useful information.


 “Just give it to me straight.” Su Xing said.


 “Legends say that under this Flower Dragon Cave is hidden an ancient Demon Beast. Its every breath will spout a sort of black water. After a period of accumulation, this black water will slowly give rise to a strange water thunder flower…and that happens to be the Thunder Water Flower!” [1] A teasing smile flicked across a corner of Gong Caiwei’s lips: “After a capable person learned of this, he suppressed this Demon Beast beneath the Heavenly River to exploit the properties of this black water, and then he laid down a ‘Mount Meru Closed Pit Forbiddance Art.’ [2] The inside of this forbiddance art allows only Nebula Stage Cultivators to enter because any higher cultivation will respond to the hidden Demon Beast, and this was done to prevent them from killing it.”


 Hearing Gong Caiwei’s words, Su Xing felt that this was actually very complicated. “Your meaning is that the Blooming Water Divine Thunder are all spat out by that Demon Beast?”


 Gong Caiwei showed a “That was obvious,” expression: “So, if you want the true Blooming Water Divine Thunder, no other is as good as acquiring that Demon Beast’s correct type of ‘Blooming Water.’”


 Su Xing looked as if he were staring at a monster, “Gong Caiwei, you’re not confused, are you?


 Gong Caiwei stopped moving. Turning her head, her countenance was somewhat displeased.


 Su Xing did not care for her temper: “You said to acquire that, but isn’t this the same as death? You said so already that it is an ancient Demon Beast that even the expert that laid down this forbiddance was not able to subdue? You really do have too much confidence in yourself!!”


 “Hmph, are you scared?” Gong Caiwei gave a mocking smile. [3]


 Although Su Xing still only knew many of Liangshan Continent’s things superficially, he still knew of a certain principle. Since this could be called an ancient Demon Beast, this definitely was not an adorable kitten or puppy. Shouting a couple words at it would be fair enough, and besides, dogs always bit people, let alone a Demon Beast — an ancient one at that! Even the difficulty level in playing games still needed to increase one by one in order, and only on a certain level does one go kill the boss, nor was there an idiot wearing common clothing [4] holding a wooden sword loudly challenging a Zuma [5] master!


 That was not fear, but stupidity.


 Gong Caiwei was clearly very bright; at least staying with the Immortal Hero Princess at the same time was absolutely not stupid. Seeing her with that carefree attitude, Su Xing frowned: “You must be hiding something that you still haven’t told me?”


 Gong Caiwei very charmingly smiled, “This Gong naturally knows about the might of the ancient Demon Beast, but according to this Gong’s guess, this ancient Demon Beast has been trapped here for so long that it has already entered its declining years now. Perhaps it has not got much longer to live as it already cannot be counted as an ancient Demon Beast.” [6]


 “How can you be sure?” Su Xing was not reassured.
𝑓𝓇𝘦ℯ𝘸𝘦𝑏𝓃𝑜𝘷ℯ𝑙.𝑐𝑜𝓂

 “This Gong and Zhu Wu already investigated the events of Flower Dragon Cave more clearly than the young master by far. From the ever weakening Divine Thunders the Blooming Water Sword Sect has refined and the Thunder Water Flowers decreasing in numbers, we knew then that this was already weaker than we had hoped. Now is not the time to wait, yet we are still waiting.”


 Merely leaning on the data of these historical materials, yet she dared to challenge the ancient Demon Beast. If this woman was not a lunatic, she was a genius.


 “This is your final chance. If the young master wants the Blooming Water Divine Thunder, then come together with this Gong to fight the ancient Demon Beast.” Gong Caiwei said flatly.


 Su Xing cursed silently. He did not believe that Gong Caiwei lacked a trump card that could kill him, but since she had already said as much, Su Xing had no reason to shrink back in front of a woman.


 “Since we’ve arrived here, I also want to see what this ancient Demon Beast looks like.”


 Gong Caiwei smiled faintly


 “Then, please be careful, young master.” Gong Caiwei stopped where she was, slightly parting her red lips and read an incantation. The Tracing Snow Sword immediately unsheathed and flew to above the cold pool. With a spiritual power, it revolved in a circle, its edge emitting a cold light. Then, Gong Caiwei urged on her Star Energy, and a piece of jade flew out, suspending itself on Tracing Snow. Subsequently, the cold smoke [7] emitted by Tracing Snow was completely absorbed. Immediately after, Gong Caiwei below made a hand seal, and using one finger, a blue light spouted from her hand onto the increasingly cold jade. In an instant, the jade frantically spun faster, its color turning even colder.


 Along with the jade’s spinning, the surrounding air temperature also abruptly plummeted to dozens of degrees below zero, [8] Even if he was separated by a hundred meters, Su Xing still felt a cold intent. The pool water began to freeze over.


 Su Xing was freezing and annoyed but he did not dare relax in the slightest, one hand holding Silver Blade, the other taking out the Shark Scale Shield and placing it in front of them while surreptitiously placing the Astral Treasure Profound Star Barrier on his stomach. This Star Treasure slowly accumulated magic energy across more than ten days and now had a hint of magic energy, but as for how long it could hold out, Su Xing’s heart was very unsure.


 Seeing that cold reception, Su Xing clicked his tongue. As expected of the Immortal Hero Princess, for that piece of jade perhaps was a Supreme Grade Nebula Stage Artifact.


 “You damned animal, even when you’re under this Gong’s ‘Cold Smoke Jade,’ [9] you refuse to roll yourself out!” [10] Gong Caiwei continued to make two more hand seals, and blue light shot violently towards the treasures. That Cold Smoke Jade issued an even more cold light while the air temperature was starting to freeze the main hall.


 Under Gong Caiwei’s concentrated effort, the depths of the pond finally exhibited signs of activity. With some place in the pond as its epicenter, the frozen ice sheet on the lake split open a slight crack. The crack spread with the rapid speed of a contagious disease, and the main hall rocked about as if by rippling waves.


 Even if it still had not appeared, a mighty power was already jolting the entire hall; it was truly unbelievable.


 “Su Xing!!”


 Gong Caiwei’s complexion was grim. Ignoring how she spoke so self-confidently, when she truly knew that ancient Demon Beast revealed itself, she was tense from the bottom of her heart.


 Su Xing said to himself that this was indeed insane, and took out the Thunder Cry Sword without the slightest hesitation.


 A loud bang that shook the world.


 As the ice shattered, a blue jet of water shot straight up, and the freezing ice immediately dissolved, producing a cold fog within which was a vaguely visible slender shadow.


 Su Xing and Gong Caiwei immediately tightened their fingers.


 The Tracing Snow and Thunder Cry Swords suspended above the lake water together stabbed downward. From within the white of the mist, and the sound of a loud “Ao” [11] wailing resounded. A sharp shrieking noise passed through the hall, followed closely only by the sound of something collapsing. A Water Thunder detonated in the air above, and the surrounding whiteness was swept cleanly away; the true identity of the Demon Beast was then revealed.


 That was a body dozens of zhang [12] long. It was a dark and scaleless, bizarre snake somewhat resembling the Blooming Water Python he encountered earlier, but the difference was that this strange snake’s head was like a snake’s, yet not like one’s. Upon its head grew sharp, dark blue horns, with a vaguely penetrating luster. Below its belly were two claws, incomparably sharp.


 The ancient Demon Beast was shockingly a Blooming Water Dragon! [13]


 The two flying swords used at full power had only gouged out a wound the size of their thumbs. Looking at it, it seemed as if they were trying to scratch an itch. [14]


 The Blooming Water Dragon was nevertheless angry. It issued a dragon chant, its great mouth opening and closing. Immediately, a frightening Water Thunder spouted out.


 1. No, sh*t. From the description I couldn’t have figured it out. ?


 2. 須彌坎合禁法 ?


 3. That’s Flag #1, and this is the common sense of a soldier clashing with the logic of a pampered hero. ?


 4. 布衣 ?


 5. An old video game ?


 6. That’s Flag #2 ?


 7. Don’t know when it started smoking, guys. ?


 8. I’m assuming in Celsius. ?


 9. 寒煙玉 ?


 10. And bingo, that’s Flag #3 ?


 11. 嘩啦 ?


 12. 丈, 3.3m ?


 13. 癸水蛟龍 ?


 14. Have fun, you two… ?
﻿Chapter 49: Thousand Cold Stars True Technique

 The Water Thunder was just like a splashing torrential downpour, sweeping across the entire Flower Dragon Hall. The High Grade Nebula Star Artifact Shark Scale Shield was immediately left in dire straits by the detonation of this Blooming Water Thunder, which carved deep gashes into it. If it had scored a direct hit, Su Xing did not dare imagine what the end of that would be.


 Gong Caiwei’s steps were like rising smoke, using her excellent stance and footwork to avoid these Water Thunders. She did not forget to initiate an incantation while dodging, directing Tracing Snow to do its utmost in attacking the Blooming Water Dragon.


 The Blooming Water Dragon suddenly soared into the air, its more than ten zhang body floating about the main hall, just like a real dragon would soar through clouds and mist. Unexpectedly, it had begun to fight the two flying swords.


 “Sword Swiftly Rides the Wind! Go!”


 Gong Caiwei and Su Xing did not dare to lower their guard, using this opportunity to activate the sole techniques of their artifacts. Tracing Snow turned into a cold light that pierced through the dragon’s body, but the Blooming Water Dragon floated around, extending two sharp claws that unexpectedly blocked Tracing Snow directly.


 Su Xing cursed, forming hand seals, linking together the incantations inside his mouth.


 “True Thunder Punishes Evil, Nothing Will Not Burn! Punishing Evil Divine Thunder!”


 The Thunder Cry Sword transformed into a bolt of lightning, striking towards the Blooming Water Dragon. Although it had the words “Divine Thunder,” it fell short of true Divine Thunder by far. The Blooming Water Dragon opened its maw wide, spraying out a stream of water like a thunderclap, slamming into the Thunder Cry Sword with an explosion. The ancient Demon Beast’s Blooming Water Divine Thunder could not be compared with the Intermediate Grade Thunder Cry Sword.


 Su Xing violently spat out a mouthful of blood. The Thunder Cry Sword was shockingly unable to do anything but be blown to pieces by the dragon’s Water Thunder, causing Su Xing distress. [1]


 With a dragon incantation of the Nine Firmaments, the Blooming Water Dragon suddenly coiled its body, keeping a dim light in its mouth.


 “Be careful, it’s Blooming Water Divine Thunder.” Gong Caiwei turned pale with fright, an artifact putting a barrier in front of her.


 She had barely uttered those words before a long, deafening cry resounded. A thunderbolt then sprayed forth from the Blooming Water Dragon’s mouth. It was unlike those Water Thunders from before. The thunderbolt sprayed out this time turned into a straight line that concentrated all the Water Thunders into a single point. Its target was shockingly Su Xing.


 The Blooming Water Divine Thunder speed was fast enough that it could pass by in the blink of an eye, and the Shark Scale Shield forcibly blocked this Water Thunder. As expected of an artifact that used a Shark Demon Beast in its construction to not shatter on the spot against this, but it did lose much of its spiritual power, falling to the ground. Su Xing’s heart sank. He had only just thought of raising his gun when the figure of the dim, dark blue light loomed over him. The Blooming Water Dragon’s pair of dragon pupils stared at Su Xing, its mouth full of sharp teeth.


 Being this close to the dragon from legends, its mighty power and pressure unexpectedly shook Su Xing such that he had no way to move.


 SFX: Ka-ca! [2]


 The Blooming Water Dragon’s claw scratched against Su Xing’s stomach, directly sending him flying. This Demon Beast also wanted to take the opportunity to kill him, but how could Gong Caiwei ever give it that chance. Throwing out a Water Line, [3] the moment it touched air, it multiplied in size several times, becoming an icy light that immediately wrapped around the dragon. A narrow ring took shape surrounding the Blooming Water Dragon’s body, and it tightly held the dragon in place. The Blooming Water Dragon roared endlessly, struggling with all its might.


 Gong Caiwei hurried herself and flew in front Su Xing.


 “You’re still alive, right?” Gong Caiwei’s heart tightened. Getting scratched head on by the ancient Dragon Demon Beast, never mind a Nebula Stage Cultivator, even a Galaxy Stage Cultivator would necessarily perish without doubt.


 Su Xing spat out several mouthfuls of foul blood. Raising himself up and tearing open his jacket, he revealed that underneath was a Golden Thread Fish Scale Armor. Though his complexion was unsightly, if he did not lean upon this Golden Thread Fish Scale Armor, he would have already been eviscerated and disemboweled by this dragon. The power of that one dragon claw was truly incomparably tyrannical. Even the top-notch artifact Golden Thread Fish Scale Armor had a slight crack torn in it.


 They had only fought three bouts with this Demon Beast, but the Thunder Cry Sword was shattered, the Shark Scale Shield heavily weakened, and the Golden Thread Fish Scale Armor was also showing a crack. Su Xing was gloomy from the bottom of his heart. “Gong Caiwei, couldn’t you have used this thing earlier?”


 That Water Line already almost completely sealed the dragon. It seemed very exceptional if the ancient Demon Beast was unable to free itself.


 “The ‘Ice Sealing Line’ [4] is not capable of sustaining itself for very long. Right now, it was used far too early. For the Blooming Water Dragon’s power to be able to struggle this much;” Gong Caiwei complexion was grim, knowing in her heart that her own Supreme Grade Nebula Stage Artifact was seemingly about to be destroyed here. Although this ancient Demon Beast has entered its declining years, the imposing aura it could emit exceeded Gong Caiwei’s expectations. [5] Tracing Snow returned to her hand. With its spiritual power suffering a great loss to the strike of the dragon claw, she could only return it to her Astral Bag.


 “If you have any means to fight this, bring it out quickly. This Gong nearly cannot restrain the Demon Beast any longer.”


 The Blooming Water Dragon spared no effort in its struggle, and the Ice Sealing Line was also starting to become undone.


 Gong Caiwei leapt, her white fingers forming a complex series of orchid hand seals. Then, six Cold Smoke Jades flew out from her Astral Bag and added themselves to the one from before for a total of seven, laying out an array over Gong Caiwei’s whole body.


 Su Xing was amazed to see that Gong Caiwei unexpectedly had so many Cold Smoke Jades. These were not artifacts at all, but magic weapon materials. It was too late to think about this as he saw the ancient Demon Beast Blooming Water Dragon had already broke free of the ice seal. Knowing that the means Gong Caiwei was talking about was a trump card, whenever the Demon Beast broke free, then whatever other means they had, it would be hard to imagine this continuing.


 With a curse, the High Grade Nebula Stage Artifact Firebolt Sword he had yet to become proficient with soared out, suspended before Su Xing. Su Xing stirred his magic energy, unceasingly imbuing Star Energy into the Firebolt Sword. The wooden sword turned red as a branding iron, vaguely dispersing a heat into the surroundings.


 The blade edge slowly took the on the shape and form of lightning-fire, issuing a crackling and tearing, a burning and scorching sound. The Gong Caiwei standing to the side could not help but raise her eyebrows in shock upon seeing it.


 The seven Cold Smoke Jades revolved at great speed and finally turned into seven cold lights; in the air above them, they were like brilliant stars. An overwhelming cold intent was emitted, and the cold lights became increasingly bright until they finally were already dazzling as if to blind the eyes. Under the rays of that blue light, Gong Caiwei’s face was cold frost, seemingly like an ice-cold fairy.


 Su Xing could not help but shiver from the bottom of his heart. Gong Caiwei’s trump card sure enough was impressive.


 The ancient Demon Beast seemed to have also received this oppressiveness, struggling to increase its ferocity. A lightning flash was issued from the Blooming Water Dragon’s body, and the ice seal finally tore open, incapable of holding out any longer. The Supreme Grade Artifact then became a pile of fragments just like that.


 “You beast, taste this Gong’s Thousand Cold Stars True Technique!” [6]


 Gong Caiwei gave it all her strength, and seven cold stars flashed by, seven freezing to the very bone cold stars quickly dug into the Blooming Water Dragon’s body. The Blooming Water Dragon let out a snarl, the inside of its body becoming almost like it was transparent for a split second, and its internal meridians, flesh and organs could distinctly be seen. Then, a cold, dark blue light penetrated out from the Blooming Water Dragon’s body, turning the dragon into a body that issued light, a scene that was very terrifying.


 Su Xing believed that if Gong Caiwei were to use this Thousand Cold Stars True Technique on him, he could only sit and wait for death.


 As they say, a starving camel is bigger than a horse. [7] It was an ancient Blooming Water Dragon, after all. Even if it was already in its declining years, it still really was not something a Nebula Stage cultivator could oppose. Gong Caiwei’s Sacred Ice-Cold Ice Charm [8], in the end, was a killing method only Nebula Late Stage Cultivators used. After a long and painful cry, the Blooming Water Dragon opened wide its terrible maw, a dim light immediately condensing.


 Gong Caiwei’s complexion changed. She did not think that this animal could still spout out Blooming Water Divine Thunder.


 And it was at this time, that from beside her came comforting words.


 “Honorable Daoist Receives Orders, Heavenly Lightning Earthly Fire, go!”


 Su Xing chanted.


 The wooden sword’s lightning turned into a brilliant red lightning that looked just like a threatening dragon which precisely struck the Blooming Water Dragon’s mouth. The lightning directly shot out of its chest, and the dim light in its mouth extinguished. The Blooming Water Dragon’s body shook violently, and it immediately loosed a miserable and mournful dragon cry.


 TL Note: Now that we know what a Water Thunder is, remember how the Water and Land Assembly was supposed to pray for a Water Thunder? Does this seriously mean that people were praying to be bombed :/?


 1. And another one bites the dust… ?


 2. 咔擦 ?


 3. 水綾 ?


 4. 冰封綾 ?


 5. No, sh*t. ?


 6. 千曲寒星真法 ?


 7. 餓死的駱駝比馬大 ?


 8. 聖冰寒冰訣 ?
﻿Chapter 50: Dragon’s Obscenity

 ( ?° ?? ?°)


 The Blooming Water Dragon let out a heart-rending cry, its entire body under attack by lightning-fire and icy frost. Finally, it could bear no more and fell right where it was, and the icy fog that shrouded the atmosphere diffused away.


 The atmosphere surrounding the two was so tense that they did not dare breathe, did not dare relax in even the slightest, fixing their gaze on the dragon’s each and every move. Su Xing panted heavily, for this Firebolt Sword was truly not easy to use. This Heavenly Lightning Art nearly exhausted his Star Energy.


 The deep and low “Hou–” sobbing of the dragon reverberated throughout the hall, a sound that moved the heart. After the cold mist covering the place dispersed, the Blooming Water Dragon raised its slender and long body, its mouth spewing a savage breath, a pair of dragon eyes fixed completely upon them.


 Gong Caiwei’s expression changed, and Su Xing silently cursed. This ancient Demon Beast simply crawled back up under the combined attacks of two people. The dragon took to the air, opening its mouth to spit out another Water Thunder.


 “Go!” Gong Caiwei dodged, flying away. With a subtle hand seal, the Five Styles Burning Phoenix Hairpins shot towards the Blooming Water Dragon with a whoosh. This High Grade Artifact nailed into the dragon’s body, igniting a dark flame. However, this was already considered nothing to the Blooming Water Dragon. The dragon hissed, and with a splash, the Water Thunder forced the two to flee with great difficulty.


 The Blooming Water Dragon was thoroughly infuriated. Its body coiled in the air, launching a high speed assault.


 The dragon’s powerful pressure pressed towards them from head-on, its dragon tail sweeping away. A powerful force whipped upon the two’s bodies, slamming them heavily into the hall’s walls. Subsequently, the Blooming Water Dragon turned into a cold light, rushing directly at Gong Caiwei.


 Gong Caiwei had been rendered dazed and unseeing by this toss from the dragon. When she returned to her senses, the dragon had already appeared in front of her. The color drained from the Immortal Hero Princess’ face. A cold light crossed the room, and the flying sword Tracing Snow acted as a barrier.


 “Hè!!” [1]


 Gong Caiwei violently spat out a great amount of fresh blood, her internal organs seemingly about to split open. The dark red blood dyed her purer than snow clothes a deep crimson. The Blooming Water Dragon’s sharp claws tore towards Gong Caiwei, and the Immortal Hero Princess’ pupils shrunk, as if she had given up all hope. [2]


 Just at this moment, a claw hook entangled the Blooming Water Dragon’s talons. In a moment of peril, the one who acted was none other than Su Xing.


 Su Xing tugged hard on the “Shark Claw Hook,” instilling his remaining Star Energy into the hook. It was just that this Nebula Intermediate Stage Artifact was simply a decoration to the wrathful Blooming Water Dragon. The Blooming Water Dragon hissed, and its sharp claws tore ferociously. Unexpectedly Su Xing was pulled together with the Shark Claw Hook and sent flying, slamming heavily into the wall.


 However, Su Xing’s intervention gave Gong Caiwei time to react. The girl’s double-edged sword rose, a cold light that pierced snow stabbing into the dragon’s pupil. Then narrowly escaping with her body arts, she became like an approaching smoke.


 The Blooming Water Dragon cried an even louder screech that even the main hall could not bear.


 Water Thunders filled the sky in Flower Dragon Hall, stirring a violent storm of water.


 Su Xing only felt that all the bones in his body were nearly broken. It was unbearably painful, and seeing this landscape only brought new waves of pain. [3] Sure enough, this ancient Demon Beast could not be rashly challenged, for how could they ever get past its imposing air.


 Gong Caiwei landed beside him, expressing gratitude to him, “Quickly block this Blooming Water Thunder, otherwise we both will die here!” [4] She tapped an Astral Bag and more than a hundred talismans came screaming out, but without waiting for the talisman’s spells and techniques to activate, the Blooming Water Dragon’s Water Thunder cleanly destroyed a great portion of the talismans.


 Su Xing did not have enough time to tend to the pain in his body. At this time, he did not expect that the several hundred Ice Break Talismans he obtained from the Heavenly River Sword School’s blue-clothed youth would have a pivotal role. Along with Gong Caiwei, Su Xing threw out every single Ice Break and Splashing Fire Talisman he had.


 As the Blooming Water Divine Thunder swept past, it wiped out half of the talismans, but there was still the other half that activated. Immediately, countless icicles and fireballs under the control of Su Xing’s Divine Intent covered the sky and earth as they overflowed towards the Blooming Water Dragon.


 Gong Caiwei waved her white hand, and at the same time, threw out several hundred talismans. The talismans turned into a twisting wind, entangling the Blooming Water Dragon. This woman truly was rich, for these hundred talismans unexpectedly were “Wind Kill,” making this toss cost several tens of thousands of liang of gold. [5]


 Under the consecutive attacks of icicles, fireballs and twisting wind, the already heavily injured Blooming Water Dragon constantly bellowed in suffering.


 Su Xing seized the opportunity to quaff down a Return Spirit Liquid without leaving a single drop. If this damned animal still did not die, then he would really be powerless. Even if he were to use the Blaze Refining Saber right now, he still did not have any extra Star Energy.


 Su Xing cursed, tossing out a dark red fragrant handkerchief, and the fragrant handkerchief multiplied several times in size without warning, turning from a small handkerchief into the size of a rug. Under Su Xing’s control, the fragrant handkerchief spiraled around the top of the Blooming Water Dragon’s head, rotating clockwise.


 Su Xing spat out an incantation, his hand seals shooting out a red light that struck upon the fragrant handkerchief.


 The fragrant handkerchief went faster and faster, until finally, it was already indistinct, becoming a dark red cloud of miasma.


 “Magical Fire Cloud Fragrant Handkerchief?”


 Gong Caiwei went blank, looking at Su Xing in amazement. This guy really had too much Star Energy. He was at Nebula Early Stage yet he could use several artifacts in succession. This was really unfathomable, but Gong Caiwei had not much time to think, for at this moment, the most important thing for Su Xing was that the more favorable his position to take action, the better. Recognizing this, Gong Caiwei also replenished some magic energy and used, with great difficulty, an artifact to help out.


 The hundred talismans were nearly all depleted, and the Blooming Water Dragon was as it was before, suspended in midair. Completely covered in cuts and bruises, these low level talismans barely posed a threat to the ancient Demon Beast.


 Su Xing seized the opportunity to chant, “fall.”


 The red cloud above the dragon immediately shot down with a crash, thoroughly wrapping the Blooming Water Dragon in a surging and turbulent dark fire cloud.


 “Not good!!”


 Su Xing’s expression changed greatly. This Magical Fire Cloud Fragrant Handkerchief seemed to be just like a leech, unceasingly absorbing Su Xing’s Star Energy. All of his Star Energy that was not under his direct control was sucked away. How could he have not anticipated that this Nebula Stage Artifact would unexpectedly be more fearsome than the Firebolt Sword and the like. Not only was his Star Energy being rapidly absorbed, his physical energy was also being chipped away, and it was too late to stop even if he wanted to.


 Once the Blooming Water Dragon was trapped, it was rolled up.


 Until Su Xing’s Star Energy was completely depleted, only then did the Magical Fire Cloud Handkerchief seemingly reluctantly recall its fire cloud, becoming a red light that shot into Su Xing’s Astral Bag.


 The Blooming Water Dragon was indeed unreasonably vicious enough to make their hair stand on end. It unexpectedly still had not fallen, however, the Blooming Water Dragon fortunately could no longer spout out any more Blooming Water Divine Thunder. Its haggard and bruised body’s movements had also begun to slow down. The Blooming Water Dragon snarled, scratching towards the Su Xing that already completely did not have any defensive strength left. [6]


 Currently, Su Xing did not even have the strength to stand. His eyes stared hopelessly at the rushing Blooming Water Dragon, silently shouting miserably.


 “Su Xing!” Gong Caiwei shouted.


 A graceful and delicate figure drew him into her embrace. With a tap of her toe, Gong Caiwei avoided the Blooming Water Dragon’s attack and then flew to the ledges and walls of the great hall.


 “Hold tightly onto me!!”


 His head was covered by Gong Caiwei’s full and elastic bosom, and Su Xing subconsciously hugged Gong Caiwei’s upraised butt. [7]


 Red clouds flew across Gong Caiwei’s face. Gritting her silvery teeth, it was too late for misgivings. She exhausted all her strength to fully use her light movements to avoid the Blooming Water Dragon’s snapping jaws. Fortunately, this ancient Demon Beast had been repeatedly pounded to the point it already had no strength left to spit out Blooming Water Divine Thunder, otherwise, these two would have been done for a long time ago. That this ancient Demon Beast at its dusk would be so difficult to deal with had been far from being considered by Gong Caiwei. [8]


 The maiden’s snow lotus body scent made Su Xing slightly open his eyes, regaining just a bit of strength with great difficulty. However, the positions of Su Xing’s head and hands did not change. [9] Gong Caiwei’s tender body was indeed soft and comfortable such that he could not bear to part from it.


 “Caiwei, we better escape quickly.” Su Xing panted heavily. At present, the two were arrows at the end of their path. [10]


 “No!” Gong Caiwei was resolute.


 “Then whatever other artifact you have, you’d better use it quickly.” Su Xing thought she still had some finishing blow left.


 “This Gong has nothing left…Do not randomly move your hands…” Gong Caiwei was indignant. [11]


 The Blooming Water Dragon suddenly exerted some strength. Gong Caiwei narrowly avoided it, but Su Xing grasped her soft flesh so firmly she almost thought of throwing him down. However, recalling that Su Xing saved herself once, she endured it. She, Gong Caiwei, was not a fickle person.


 “Your artifact just now already inflicted serious damage upon the dragon. Next, we only have to wait for it to exhaust its strength!” Gong Caiwei calmed her mind. Suddenly, the Blooming Water Dragon swung its dragon tail at them, throwing Gong Caiwei into the wall. Su Xing was not too concerned when he saw this. Holding her body tightly, he turned, becoming a human sandbag against the wall. He also knew that, right now, he could not let Gong Caiwei suffer injury, otherwise the two would inevitably die like lovers [12] and become the Blooming Water Dragon’s lunch.


 This violent impact stuck the two’s bodies even closer, with Gong Caiwei’s supple chest pasting itself directly onto Su Xing’s face. [9] Liangshan Continent’s clothes generally covered less, so once Gong Caiwei’s white skirt was touched by water, her underwear became visible. Such a heavy impact also made Gong Caiwei’s lovable body shake. She almost let out a tender moan; this was still the very first time she had been close to a man in this way.


 This bastard’s mouth definitely must be torn up in order for this to work.


 Gong Caiwei cursed, and Tracing Snow flew over to disperse the Blooming Water Dragon’s speed.


 And just like this, within the Flower Dragon Hall was staged the emulation of a farce. Whenever the ancient Demon Beast Blooming Water Dragon rose in defiance, Gong Caiwei would throw out a few talismans or use Tracing Snow to hold it back. Fortunately, that Tracing Snow was a God Weapon and trump card that had several times turned peril into safety.


 Su Xing had his strength very cleanly removed by that monstrous Magical Fire Cloud Handkerchief. Though he wished to help, he was unable to. He could only hug Gong Caiwei’s side and point out a direction to avoid the Blooming Water Dragon.


 Seeing this pair’s escape sequence, Su Xing did not know whether to laugh or cry. This outcome was only brought about by the two working together as one, and switching to Gong Caiwei doing things alone was simply a death sentence. This was also the first time Su Xing experienced the terror of an ancient Demon Beast, and even if he were to die, he could not despise it.


 And so they chased each other lethally like this for some time, and even Gong Caiwei was gradually overdrawing her energy. Her movements became slow while the Blooming Water Dragon was about driven mad with resentment. It was an ancient Demon Beast, yet it unexpectedly seemed as if it was a cat or dog chasing them, which was indeed a great humiliation.


 At this moment, the Blooming Water Dragon stopped, its entire body trembling incessantly. Things looked to be more or less as Gong Caiwei had anticipated. This dragon had used up most of its energy after its frenzy, for its age was old, after all. It was also beaten half to death by two people, and now, it had chased them for a very long time. The Blooming Water Dragon had reached its limit, and it thought of fleeing back into the lake water, only to discover that Gong Caiwei had frozen it over in advance. Right now, it had lost even the strength to shatter the ice.


 “That dragon has stopped?” Su Xing said.


 Gong Caiwei also stopped, her chest heaving up and down with a fatigue unbearable. Su Xing only saw her gaze turn upwards. At this time, the Blooming Water Dragon became increasingly strange, for it straightened its body as if to fight once more.


 Its two cheeks swelled, rising and falling, clearly wanting again to spray out Blooming Water Divine Thunder.


 This time, the two’s faces were extremely dejected.


 If it really spouted out Blooming Water Divine Thunder, then they really were about to die as a couple.


 “Could it be we are about to die like a happy couple?” [14] Su Xing sighed. The Water Escape Divine Talisman was useless in the Flower Dragon Hall, otherwise they still could flee.


 Gong Caiwei’s gaze was fixed on the dragon.


 At this moment, Su Xing noticed the Blooming Water Dragon did not seem to be about to spit out Water Thunder, for its mouth did not have lightning.


 “Hou!!!!”


 The Blooming Water Dragon suddenly opened its mouth, and a pink liquid sprayed out. [15]


 “Not good, what this animal sprayed was sex fluid!!!” [16]


 Gong Caiwei was deathly pale, even more alarmed than when she had saw the Blooming Water Divine Thunder, or it could be said she would rather that be Blooming Water Divine Thunder.


 SFX: Shua! (Rustling) [17]


 The pink liquid rained down completely onto the pair’s bodies without the slightest bit of concern.


 Author’s Note: Pleading for your votes~~~


 Translator’s Note: I may have overdone it with the Lenny Faces, but I couldn’t help myself. My sincere apologies. ( ?° ?? ?°)


 ( ?° ?? ?°)


 1. 喝, used before as an SFX to denote a shout, in this context, she’s coughing. ?
𝑓𝑟𝑒𝘦𝓌𝑒𝑏𝑛𝑜𝘷𝑒𝘭.𝒸𝘰𝑚

 2. No sh*t, bitch. This is the consequence of going in half-cocked. ?


 3. KAKYOIN!! ?


 4. It’s no use. I think my injuries are fatal. ?


 5. I am heavy weapons guy… ?


 6. The-O, ugoke! ?


 7. ( ?° ?? ?°) ?


 8. She really is too arrogant to not have good contingencies or worst-case scenario plans. ?


 9. ( ?° ?? ?°) ?


 10. 強弩之末 ?


 11. So she prefers his hands on her ass and his face sandwiched between her breasts, after all! ?


 12. 殉情鴛鴦 ?


 13. ( ?° ?? ?°) ?


 14. Oh, you’re about to become a couple, all right. ?


 15. A pink liquid? Could it be…( ?° ?? ?°) ?


 16. 陰*液 ?


 17. 唰 ?
﻿Chapter 51: Spring Dream With No Traces ( ͡° ͜ʖ ͡°)

 The Blooming Water Dragon had also been pushed to desperation, in the end suddenly unleashing an aphrodisiac sex fluid from when it would be in heat. [1] Right after, this ancient Demon Beast incapable of holding itself up anymore dangled its head with a thud. Laying on the ground, it seemed that it was so exhausted that it died.


 “This goddamned beast!” Gong Caiwei’s whole body trembled, her face completely white.


 The pink fluid had sprayed onto her body. Immediately, an intense lust surged like a tide throughout her mind. Su Xing only felt that the blood in his body at that moment was burning, and he could not stop the impulse gathering in his lower half that seemed to want to break out of his body.


 “If you dare to do something beastly to me, I definitely will not forgive you!” Gong Caiwei clung obstinately to her will, using a decisive gaze to stare at Su Xing, as if looking at a man with the heart of a beast.


 The incorruptible and refined Immortal Hero Princess was an utter mess right now. She could barely use Tracing Snow to prop herself up and prevent herself from falling over. Her legs clamped tightly, her flesh already appearing to flush a bright red, and her breathing was gradually growing rapid and labored.


 The liquid trickled down along Gong Caiwei’s thigh. Her beautiful eyes contained passion, a lustful tide rippling again and again through her body bubbled forth.


 Gong Caiwei tightly clenched her teeth, but her body already no longer obeyed her will, for the ancient Demon Beast’s aphrodisiac carried its ferocity. Even though the world’s first-rate aphrodisiac pill was merely so, if these two people still had some remaining Star Energy, then there would have been something to be said. However, fighting a great battle with the Blooming Water Dragon had already made each other completely spent. Resigned to their fate, their energies had already reached their minimums. She had been bitterly guarding her will for not even a few minutes, but Gong Caiwei was almost already at her limit.


 “No!!!!!!”


 Her white hands covered below her crotch as she at last sank down, incapable of enduring anymore. With both hands, she tore open her own long skirt, those snow white undergarments sticking to the girl’s most secret places. She panted again and again, as if complaining, as if sobbing.


 On the other side, Su Xing fared somewhat better than she. The training of the Chaotic Tail Escape let his willpower gain superhuman levels of valiance. If it had only been this dragon’s sex fluid by itself, that would have been fine, but upon seeing a sweet, great beauty before his eyes lying down on her side full of desire, it was as if a pitiful man had suddenly glimpsed an erotic picture of something intimate. That sort of provocation was fatal, like adding oil into the middle of a fire, making Su Xing’s willpower immediately collapse. All of his reason crumbled away, and all of his lust was released.


 Su Xing pressed himself onto Gong Caiwei’s body. Feeling the burning passion of a male’s chest, as if she was grabbing onto a life-saving branch, Gong Caiwei embraced Su Xing, their red lips sticking to one another in a fervent, unbridled kiss.


 The overlapping collar of Gong Caiwei’s clothing was torn open. A cute, immaculately white bodice [2] was lifted up, and two towering, perfectly round mounds broke free from their restraints, bouncing out from within. Those two fresh, tender, and solid points of beauty being in the air was stunning. With one hand, Su Xing ruthlessly ravaged that plumpness, using his lips to suck away at them while his other hand grabbed her well-rounded, supple butt and kneaded it wantonly between his fingers. From time to time, he would use more strength to sample Gong Caiwei’s sweet, beautiful moans.


 Clothes flew away as if they were snowflakes. Just as Su Xing’s other hand [3] was about to erase the girl’s secret flower path, he suddenly heard the sound of sobbing resound. This sobbing that could not be heard in the midst of the girl’s moans even added a different sort of flavor. The already completely burning with desire Su Xing did not care for it either, but his lips finally kissed a salty, moist liquid.


 Su Xing stared blankly, only seeing that the Gong Caiwei without a thread covering her body had her whole face completely streaked with tears. As she frantically kissed, she also despairingly sobbed…


 —


 Heavenly River Mountain Cliffs, night had already fallen.


 The Water and Land Assembly was already approaching its end. The Flower Dragon Cave whirlpools were currently gradually becoming weak, as this magnificent scene in both the skies and the ground was disappearing.


 Lin Yingmei suddenly felt flustered, as if her stomach was being pressed down upon by a large rock, leaving her somewhat unbearably fidgety.


 “Little Sis Yingmei, relax, Young Master is very clever. When there really is a danger, there will be a resolution. We mustn’t worry too much.” Wu Xinjie comforted her.


 Lin Yingmei furrowed her brow. There was some sort of external matter causing her heart to be tightened to the point she could not breathe. [4]


 “Zhu Sha, the Immortal Hero Princess was never here for the Blooming Water Divine Thunder this time around, was she? Just what is she planning?” Wu Xinjie’s heart was somewhat bored, so she asked the towering, statuesque Zhu Sha on her other side a question.


 Looking at her now, she discovered the always expressionless Leader Star had also exposed a rare look of anxiety.


 Seeing Zhu Sha did not reply, Wu Xinjie changed her question: “Then can you always tell me she has self-confidence?”


 Zhu Sha grunted in confirmation.


 Wu Xinjie twitched her lips.


 Suddenly, the middle of the sky issued a crimson light. The three Star Maidens lifted their heads in succession, and in the galactic chessboard above, one star emitted a crimson light, just as if another new Star General had been born.


 “This is bad. So soon and already we are almost exceeding half the number of Crimson Stars required. Looks like the ‘Birth Outline’ is about to start, and it seems that we must accelerate the advancements in the Young Master’s cultivation to make this work.” The Knowledge Star muttered to herself, not knowing why her heart was somewhat apprehensive.


 —


 Inside the Flower Dragon Hall.


 Gong Caiwei’s tears were just like a bowl of cold water dumped right on top of Su Xing’s head. The two faced each other. That humiliation, resentment and grief in her expression was like a needle stabbing into his heart. Seeing that girl’s hurt appearance, Su Xing’s heart shivered.


 Just what was he doing??? [5]


 As a soldier of the Republic, just what was he hoping for???


 Seeing Gong Caiwei like this, just what was he looking forward to???


 Resisting his exploding desire, Su Xing grabbed her shoulders with both his hands, kissing once more Gong Caiwei’s fragrant lips. The girl’s emotions immediately flared up, only this time, Su Xing was not indulging himself. He bitterly guarded his willpower so as to absolutely not humiliate the Republic’s soldiers, but how could he believe that he could break free from the dragon’s sex fluid. Su Xing’s mind flashed by, and he immediately used the Heart Like Mirrors Absolute Sincerity Soul Technique.


 His consciousness momentarily entered an unprecedented lucid state, and quite a few refreshing streams of air flowed past his entire body’s meridians. His surging impulses and desires unexpectedly had an indication of ebbing. Su Xing saw that there was hope, and then he continued to completely throw himself into the middle of the Soul Technique of the Heart Like Mirrors.


 “Appearances are empty, empty are appearances, no appearance and no emptiness, the heart has not greed by its side…”


 Reading the Mirror’s incantation silently in his mind, he began to return, and Su Xing slowly felt his own body was increasingly tranquil. A pink mist spouted from his pores as Su Xing’s flushed skin also slowly returned to its normal color, and by his kiss, Su Xing’s mental state was passed on to Gong Caiwei.


 The despairing Immortal Hero Princess also felt a sort of peace passing through her with kisses one after the other pacifying her whole body.


 Her pink, tender and moist flesh began to subside.


 Although it was still a kiss, Gong Caiwei was no longer feeling filled with humiliation like before. Even more came from the tranquility of her own heart, and the girl’s kisses became softer.


 The two were kissing and embracing just like this, connecting their feelings exactly like lovers. [6]


 A cloud of peach flower fog swirled about, and the two finally lost all their strength as well as their consciousness.


 An erotic dream with no traces! [7]


 When Su Xing finally woke up again, Gong Caiwei was dressed tidily by his side deep in thought. Her torn long skirt had already been exchanged for a new one, and her white clothes purer than snow were quite free from vulgarity. Imagining an untainted fairy’s suave and placating style, Su Xing really felt he was in a dream. Finishing inspecting his lower half, it was quite clear that that sort of out of date Wuxia plot did not occur.


 Su Xing pretended to be disappointed as he sighed.


 “Why!!” Gong Caiwei abruptly asked coldly. [8]


 Su Xing was blank. What do you mean why?


 “Why?!” Gong Caiwei gritted her teeth.


 Seeing her expression carrying a quantum of resentment, Su Xing immediately understood in a flash.


 “Don’t think only your chastity is important? I’m still looking forward to giving my virginity to the woman I love, when both sides consent. I don’t want my first time doing this sort of thing to be weeping endlessly and disappointed. I’d be impotent afterwards…”


 Gong Caiwei subconsciously wanted to slap some sense into this man’s unsealable mouth. Her hand stopped midway, watching Su Xing’s not in the least concerned expression as an indescribable feeling of being touched arose from the bottom of her heart.


 “Thank you.”


 She whispered softly.


 1. The censors were crazy, so I decided to give up in favor of good taste. ?


 2. 肚兜, Chinese bodice, an undergarment that covers the stomach and breasts. ?


 3. Not actually a hand, if you know what I mean ( ?° ?? ?°) ?


 4. The first wife always knows! ?


 5. Ravishing a young lady! ?


 6. ( ?° ?? ?°) The flag has been raised. ?


 7. 春夢了無痕, Spring Dream also means “Erotic Dream” ( ?° ?? ?°) ?


 8. ( ?° ?? ?°) So she wanted to be ravished by Su Xing…Not! ?
﻿Chapter 53: Bashful Like Yingmei ( ͡° ͜ʖ ͡°)

 Become an outlaw?


 Su Xing knew the Water Margin [1] was a very famous work, but it did not occur to him that Liangshan Continent would also have this. Su Xing confusedly asked that this becoming an outlaw was not going and becoming a thief, right?


 Actually, it was completely the opposite of what Su Xing was thinking. The so-called “become an outlaw” was a special existence among the Star Masters that could be understood as the secret hideout [2] of cultivation. Star Masters that cultivated in such a place as a secret hideout could halve their efforts while doubling their results, otherwise, for what reason would Star Masters make people jealous. And was it not just because they held exceptional advantages; not only did did they have the deadly Stars as fierce fighters, even their cultivation was in this way faster than a normal person’s.


 However, this becoming an outlaw was not that easy to handle. And that would have been nonsense, for Liangshan Continent never had such an inexpensive advantage. According to what Wu Xinjie said: Becoming an outlaw first of all required going to the Divination Star Platform [3] to hear about permission to become an “outlaw.” The Outlaw Writ [4] was also known as the “Token of Becoming an Outlaw” [5] or “Liangshan Outlaw Certificate.” [6] So long as one possessed this token, the unique gifts accompanying the Star Master could then start an unrivaled cultivation in their own secret training grounds.


 Regarding the currently drifting [7] Su Xing, this was definitely very moving. It was just that the Divination Star Platform was in the Great Liang Dynasty, and furthermore, this Outlaw Writ was not so easy to obtain. Relying on the Nebula Stage was still very dangerous; generally speaking, the majority of Star Masters all entered Galaxy Cultivation before they voluntarily became outlaws.


 “But Young Master, you are different. You have this servant and Wu Yong, these two Star Generals. You have an even greater advantage than other Star Masters.” Lin Yingmei said as such. Thinking it over, this matter was not very worrisome, and he still wanted to consider it a bit further. The main headache plaguing Su Xing currently was the Blooming Water Divine Thunder, though. The Liangshan Continent Five Elements Astonishing Thunder just in his hand was actually useless, making things somewhat gloomy.


 Returning to An Suwen’s residence in Heavenly Water City, the Efficacious Star spotted the three, her face carrying a great, big smile: “Just the young master and you two returning safely is good enough.”


 Su Xing brought out a few medical ingredients. Handing them over to An Suwen: “I’ve truly troubled you here. Please accept these.”


 An Suwen shook her head in refusal: “Suwen often receives Sister Xinjie’s consideration. Sister’s young master, how could Suwen receive this.”


 “An Suwen, you should just take them. Only you, the Divine Physician, can refine these items, anyways.” Wu Xinjie immediately encouraged her.


 An Suwen hesitated for a moment, her face slightly red, then sweetly accepted the materials. “Then Suwen shall be rude.” These medical ingredients included once called “Bitter Water Ginseng,” [8] one called “Frost Leaf,” [9] for she just happened to lack these two materials.


 Returning to his bedroom, Su Xing had just toiled for a day. Lying atop the bed, he snored as he fell into a deep sleep.


 Lin Yingmei and Wu Xinjie stood at the bedside, observing their Young Master’s sleeping form. The Knowledge Star crouched, giggling: “Young Master truly does not have any caution. That sleeping posture makes Xinjie love it so.”


 Lin Yingmei furrowed her brow. Over the past few days, Wu Xinjie already on more than one occasion wanted to lay in the same bed as Su Xing. [10] The Knowledge Star was honestly a bit presumptuous: “The Young Master is currently at the Early Stage. Wu Yong, if you mess around, this servant definitely will not forgive you.”


 “Pardon me, Little Sis Yingmei, but what does this ‘mess around’ refer to?” Wu Xinjie gave a lascivious glance.


 Lin Yingmei groaned.


 “However, Xinjie noticed the Young Master and that Immortal Hero Princess were somewhat different in some places.” Wu Xinjie said.


 Lin Yingmei exposed her bewilderment.


 “Heh heh, thinking of deceiving my, the Knowledge Star’s, eye is definitely not that simple. That Immortal Hero Princess both loves and hates our Young Master.” [11]


 “Really?” Lin Yingmei revealed her disbelief.


 “I’m afraid that when they were slaying the dragon, something interesting happened.” Wu Xinjie stifled a smile. She fixed her gaze onto Su Xing’s face, her charming eyes like silk. Using her white fingers to gently caress him, she said to herself: “And what would that something be? Young Master!”


 Lin Yingmei definitely did not have the Knowledge Star’s passion for gossip. At night, she not only took charge of the Young Master’s safety, she also guarded against this female wolf. The magnificent Knowledge Star unexpectedly always thought of seducing the Young Master, actually depressing the Panther Head greatly.


 “Today, the Young Master made a narrow escape. [12] Wu Yong, your tomfoolery does not bewilder this servant.” Lin Yingmei said stubbornly.


 “I know that. I, the Resourceful Star, am definitely not a fool.” Wu Xinjie twitched her mouth.


 Lin Yingmei lay down in her clothes on Su Xing’s right side, and Wu Xinjie at this moment also lay on his left. Originally, the Star Maidens could enter the Star Nest to cultivate, for it held many benefits towards increasing Star Energy. However, Lin Yingmei needed to protect Su Xing’s safety, and Wu Xinjie held no interest towards Star Energy. At night, they just slept on either side of him, and over many days, these three already grew accustomed to it. [13]


 However, only when Lin Yingmei laid down did she discover the situation was slightly unsuitable. Because this was the first sleep he had upon a bed, Su Xing had already stripped off all his outerwear, leaving on only a pair of shorts. Right now, because he was too exhausted, he slept like a dead pig, basically unable to sense the two beauties at his side attending to him.


 She had not felt this way before when he was wearing clothes, but this time, she shot glances at her own Young Master’s fine torso. A male’s masculine scent entered her nose, making Lin Yingmei’s heart restless, unexpectedly leaving her slightly at a loss of what to do.


 From time to time, Lin Yingmei heard the sound of clothes. Taking a look, Wu Xinjie unexpectedly also threw off that garment she wore, exposing the tube top [14] underneath, sensually revealing her snow white limbs. “Wu Yong, just what are you doing?” Lin Yingmei was stunned.


 “Of course you need to undress when you sleep on the bed…Aiya, Xinjie knows what you’re worried about. Nothing will happen with the Young Master sleeping so deeply. Wait until after we have a secret hideout before we discuss this further. Xinjie has very much appropriate behavior, anyways…hee.” Saying that, Wu Xinjie let out a comfortable voice.


 Fearing that a loud noise would disturb the Young Master’s rest, Lin Yingmei could only let her get away with it.


 Lin Yingmei closed her eyes to rest, her Divine Intent not yet relaxed in the slightest, when suddenly, Su Xing turned over, half-embracing Lin Yingmei in his arms. The girl’s body went rigid, looking at the Young Master in shock.


 Su Xing was still sleeping soundly, his mouth speaking odd sleep talk. “Caiwei, your figure is indeed very good…” Sure enough, it was the same as what Wu Xinjie said. Something happened to the Young Master and that Immortal Hero Princess inside the Flower Dragon Cave, and just as Lin Yingmei thought that, she suddenly felt her chest being attacked.


 It was like the girl suffered an electric shock, almost wanting to just grab this hand and throw it out.


 Seeing the dreaming Su Xing’s subconscious actions, she endured temporarily, but then, Lin Yingmei used both hands to grab Su Xing’s hand, wanting him to release her. Only Heaven knew what grand, shameless beyond belief dream her own Young Master was having, going so far as to embrace her sideways from behind.


 His wide chest pressed up against Lin Yingmei’s back, giving her a very relaxed kind of peace of mind, but almost immediately, this sort of feeling was shattered by those perverted hands covering her breasts. Her face reddened to the point that it was about to drip water.


 Wu Xinjie kept her eyes open a tiny crack. Smiling craftily, she used her hands to grab onto Su Xing’s and suddenly began to use them to knead what was in them.


 “Ah…” came the sound of a shallow groan. [15]


 “Young Master, cease this at once!” Lin Yingmei gasped for breath. Her body had gone soft, and her own pure and holy place momentarily allowed itself to be grasped.


 It was at that time that Lin Yingmei heard a slight panting, and she immediately realized the Resourceful Star’s evil scheme. Her mind cleared itself in but a moment, and resentfully turning over and getting out of the bed: “Wu Yong!!!”


 “It seems Little Sister also really hopes the Young Master will make her moist?” Wu Xinjie opened her eyes.


 With a cold sound, the Arctic Star Spear flashed a chilling light.


 Wu Xinjie stuck out her sweet tongue: “Little Sister, calm yourself.” Her body transformed and secretly entered the Star Nest, and Wu Xinjie’s sudden entrance into his mind made Su Xing’s head hurt. Opening his eyes with a groan, he saw Lin Yingmei standing resentfully in front of him, Arctic Spear in hand, the front piece of her jacket half open, revealing half of a sensual sight.


 “There was a gnat just now.” Lin Yingmei covered her chest with her hand and stored her weapon.


 Su Xing went “oh,” and asked: “You want to sleep on the bed?” [16]


 Lin Yingmei’s face immediately blushed a deep red, and with righteous and proper words: “No, may Young Master have proper rest.”


 Su Xing did not have any sort of energy, only feeling that Lin Yingmei’s bashful appearance was really interesting. Smiling, he then laid back down to sleep, and surprisingly turned over his body, leaving Lin Yingmei a wide space.


 Lin Yingmei went blank for a moment before she slowly shifted over…


 Author’s Note: Streaking next week. This really is too big of a shock. [17]


 1. Also known as “Outlaws of the Marsh.” ?


 2. 洞府 ?


 3. 卜星台 ?


 4. 落草令 ?


 5. 落草為寇令牌 ?


 6. 臥草梁山佩 ?
𝒻𝘳𝘦𝘦𝘸ℯ𝒷𝘯𝘰𝑣ℯ𝑙.𝘤𝑜𝘮

 7. 居無定所 ?


 8. 苦水參 ?


 9. 霜葉 ?


 10. ( ?° ?? ?°) ?


 11. And it’s official. The Gong Caiwei flag has also been raised. Good luck to our hapless MC for finishing that route. ?


 12. 九死一生 ?


 13. …Yet Su Xing has not made a move. I guess he really does not see them as romantic partners at this point ?? ?


 14. 抹胸 or breast tube top ?


 15. ( ?° ?? ?°) ?


 16. You betcha, baby ( ?° ?? ?°) ?


 17. IDK what this means since I don’t have any context. ?
﻿Chapter 54: The Best Thief Under Heaven

 ( ?° ?? ?°)


 An Suwen’s hands held a copy of “The Testament of the Zhu” [1] as she passed through the corridor, stopping when she arrived at the courtyard behind the house.


 Two people were swiftly flitting about within the middle of the courtyard.


 One red and one green that absolutely dazzled the eyes


 The sparks that were evoked resounded throughout the surroundings.


 “Young Master, don’t lose.” Knowledge Star Wu Xinjie sat to the side, watching the good show in front of her, filled with interest.


 “Sister Xinjie, what is happening with them?” An Suwen asked curiously. The two people battled in the middle of the courtyard with an exceptional intensity and shaking to the core. Uninformed people might have believed it to be a big fight.


 “Oh, the Majestic Star is very energetic today.” [2] Wu Xinjie covered her mouth, with a sort of victorious, evil grin: “It must be that too much of her strength from last night remained.” She even winked when she finished speaking, a “you get it, right?” sort of expression.


 An Suwen was used to the Knowledge Star’s flirtatious conduct, smiling serenely: “Young master Su Xing appears to have much talent, fighting Sister Yingmei without even being outdone.”


 “The one who carved the Majestic Star’s mark down is rather ordinary.” Wu Xinjie felt this was a matter of course. She looked at the book in An Suwen’s hands: “That’s right, Suwen, do you have any works pertaining to the Continent’s pills and such. Xinjie is also not too clear on these, and always every time obtaining a pill and troubling you for the great many things that the Young Master does not understand is also not very good.”


 An Suwen nodded. This happened to be the Efficacious Star’s, the Divine Physician’s, expertise.


 “However, if Little Sis Suwen could also sign a contract with the Young Master, then that would be great. This way would also not cause that much trouble.” Wu Xinjie’s expression was ambiguous. The Knowledge Star did not care one bit if her sisters increased more and more.


 An Suwen lightly smiled without a reply.


 Wu Xinjie also knew that this was impossible. Since the start of the Star Duels in ancient times, no one had ever heard of a Star Master that could contract with three Star Generals. Contracting with two was already something that needed profuse thanks.


 At this moment, the courtyard’s intensifying battle had already reached its climactic stage.


 The two girls could not help but be surprised.


 Lin Yingmei’s Arctic Star Spear cut through the blue sky, an ice-cold chill immediately shrouded the four directions. The young girl heaved a great shout, imposing and ferocious, countless ice shards dancing freely in the breeze.


 Su Xing used Silver Blade to block, secretly speechless.


 Lin Yingmei’s attack unexpectedly approached with this sharpness, different from the spars they had until now. The Majestic Star’s attack could be said to seemingly sweep through all obstacles, one maneuver after another, continuous and uninterrupted. Fortunately, Lin Yingmei did not use too much power upon her Star Weapon, otherwise Su Xing would basically have had no way of resisting under the Majestic Star’s fierce and urgent assault.


 This was also fine. Su Xing was actually worried Lin Yingmei previously had misgivings attacking him. As far as he was concerned, arousing latent potential within the most desperate situations was something he was already incomparably familiar with.


 A whistling noise directly sounded.


 “Young Master, receive this!”


 Lin Yingmei’s spear suddenly thrusted, a point of cold light drawing out a winding thread. The Arctic Star Spear’s spear point was just like flowing stars and moonlight, its sudden thrust completely brimming with a stifled sense of beauty.


 Su Xing took advantage of a pivot to wave his blade. The first place he connected with was Lin Yingmei’s pair of eyes that chilled to the bone. Her black pupils already were no longer cold as winter, rather, they had a deeply penetrating tranquility, every moment forcing a formless, whistling point to sweep this way.


 The spear and Silver Blade crossed each other in midair again and again. Lin Yingmei exerted her strength to continue her stab from before. Su Xing avoided contacting her from in front with a beautiful sidestep.


 The sound of metal clashing against each other.


 Su Xing suddenly dodged and formed hand seals at the same time. A blue flying sword unsheathed and flew out, on one hand using Silver Blade to draw in Lin Yingmei and the other to devote some of his concentration to controlling the flying sword.


 This vacillating manner made An Suwen endlessly shocked.


 Su Xing’s Silver Blade already attacked, and the flying sword was also like lightning, shooting towards its opponent. It suddenly changed directions while en route to attack, but this ingenious attack was incapable of obstructing Lin Yingmei’s pace.


 The Majestic Star Panther Head was just like a chilly snow carved into a quick attack moving back and forth. Even if she was occasionally forced into dead end by an attack from both sides, that snow-piercing, cold spear’s rapid and accurate attack was sufficient to help her out of trouble. It was just that in the blink of an eye, that heroic and beautiful figure arrived before Su Xing.


 The edge of the spear wrapped in austerity chopped downwards suddenly, carrying a pale light to Su Xing’s eyes.


 Su Xing dodged to the side this strike, and that expansive spear light abruptly changed direction right upon the floor, its vertical chop turning into a horizontal sweep, easily fending off the flying sword’s attack.


 Su Xing took this chance to rouse two weapons, dispersing an expansive, white, cold light spilling towards Lin Yingmei. It was similar to a hurricane overcoming all obstacles, shrouding her tightly within the glints and flashes of steel. However, regardless of how tricky Su Xing’s attack angle was, how frequently it alternated speeds, his attack was still as before, incapable of injuring Lin Yingmei in the slightest. That handle of the spear suffused with a cold colored light danced under Lin Yingmei’s control, like an airtight iron wall, sweeping open every single attack he waved out.


 Su Xing was that helpless


 After ending their spar, Su Xing’s brow was beaded with sweat, praising: “Pretty good. Today’s attacks were truly fierce. You scared me a bit, ha, ha”


 Lin Yingmei walked over, putting away her spear, slightly apologetic: “Sorry, your servant was reckless.”


 “It’s nothing, I like it when you’re like this.” Su Xing shook his head.


 Lin Yingmei grunted in appreciation.


 The two people turned back. Seeing An Suwen, Su Xing abruptly recalled something and said: “An Suwen, there’s something I want to consult with you about!”


 “Young master, please speak.” An Suwen said.


 “Can you refine Thunder Water Flowers?” He had obtained more than twenty Thunder Water Flowers and a Thunder Water Flower Flower Snake Crown from that Flower Dragon Cave. Su Xing did not know at all what they were used for, recalling that since the Blooming Water Divine Thunder was not so easy to refine, it would be better to first refine a few simple Divine Thunders for himself as practice.


 “Suwen is capable with pills, medical arts and such. On the contrary, I’ve never refined this Thunder Water Flower before.” An Suwen muttered irresolutely to herself: “Young master, this is in preparation to refine a Blooming Water Divine Thunder?”


 Su Xing nodded.


 “Young master, don’t you have a Blooming Water Thunder Dragon Pill? This indeed genuine Blooming Water Divine Thunder is far better than the Thunder Water Flower.” Wu Xinjie was opposed: “It would be better to someday take these Thunder Water Flowers and make them into Divine Thunder Talismans, Xinjie believes this is even more appropriate, somewhat.”


 “Ah? The young master obtained a Blooming Water Thunder Dragon Pill?” An Suwen jaw hung slightly agape in astonishment.


 “It was only luck.” Su Xing said. [3]


 An Suwen smiled: “What Sister Xinjie said was not wrong. Since the young master has the Blooming Water Thunder Dragon Pill, then there is no need to refine Divine Thunder.”


 “It’s not that, I want to first use these Divine Thunders to practice.” Su Xing explained helplessly.


 The remarkable ability of the Blooming Water Divine Thunder technique required the full use of the Blooming Water Sword Sect’s True Technique, but Su Xing did not have any interest in joining the Blooming Water Sword Sect at all. Having him go bow his head for the sake of a sect, he did not have even the slightest bit of interest.


 Additionally, what Su Xing considered even more was in case he became a member of this sect, he would inevitably be put under the leash of the sect’s capable people. How could he have his current complete freedom and relaxation; moreover, he already inquired as to the whereabouts of the Outlaw Writ, and Su Xing was preparing himself to establish a secret base.


 Recalling this Blooming Water Divine Thunder technique was originally also created by some almighty being, Su Xing wanted to use this as a pretext to try.


 An Suwen suddenly understood and smiled.


 “So the young master was originally fretting about this. Suwen has a proposition and does not know if the young master would like to hear it?”


 “Don’t hesitate to speak.” Su Xing nodded. The Divine Physician An Suwen was fairly earnest in her opinion, so it should be not bad.


 “Has the young master thought about stealing it?” An Suwen‘s turned, and she had a crafty, light smile.


 Su Xing furrowed his brow. The two girls at his side also had their thoughts jump.


 “That won’t work. This sort of great sect not only has Supervoid Cultivators as overseers, the Sect Protection Array only lets people in, but not out.” Wu Xinjie rejected without the slightest hesitation.


 Lin Yingmei nodded. If going and stealing under the current circumstances the Four Great Sword Sect’s guarded secret was not too risky, then it was still too crazy.


 “Suwen, did you think up of something?” Su Xing said, suspicious.


 An Suwen smiled: “If it was The Best Thief Under Heaven, this would not necessarily be a difficult problem…”


 “The Best Thief Under Heaven??” Su Xing’s head was unclear.


 Wu Xinjie suddenly shouted: “Suwen, could you be referring to her???”


 “Exactly her.” An Suwen nodded.


 ( ?° ?? ?°)


 1. 褚氏遺書 ?


 2. And I wonder who could have done that… ?


 3. Oh, yes. Some luck and a lot of feeling someone up. ?
﻿Chapter 55: The “Thief Star” Shi Qian

 Speaking of the Best Thief Under Heaven, there was only one person that could assume this name in Su Xing’s memory; even if it was among the Stars, even they carried a “Thief” title.


 Correct.


 It was the Thief Star, Flea on a Drum, Shi Qian!!


 “The Thief Star is the one that most unpredictably appears and disappears among the 108 Star Generals. Finding her traces definitely is not easy.” Wu Xinjie shook her head, feeling that An Suwen’s idea was a bit lofty into the sky in meaning. The Knowledge Star had her doubts: “Could it be that Little Sister, you?”


 An Suwen smiled and nodded: “Speaking of this is also a coincidence. This Little Sister just happens to have had some dealings with Shi Qian. Not long ago, she asked for some injury medication from Suwen. Little Sister asked her a sentence: She said she would report to Little Sister if she broke through a mechanism. It has been more than a month now, and Little Sister has not seen Shi Qian. Suwen thinks Shi Qian definitely has run into trouble.”


 “The Thief Star really can be found?” Su Xing asked, astonished.


 Actually, Su Xing’s suspicions were rather normal. Liangshan Continent was vast, and simply put, the Rippling Wave Kingdom’s west had the Cache Mountain [1] overlooking the Thousand Mounts Kingdom and the Han Martial Kingdom [2] while the east’s White Deer Highlands bordered the Great Liang Dynasty. The south had the Heavenly River and Heavenly Mountain, and just this area had several millions of li. In addition, this was but only a small portion of the Azure Dragon Territory. According to what he knew, the “Roc Plume Immortal Mountains” [3] just bordering the Vermillion Bird Territory basically just did not have a true end that cultivators could arrive at.


 It was in such a large place that they could run into the fleeting Thief Star, and Su Xing felt that this was too hard to believe; actually, this was not so. The Star Maidens were the 108 Stars all descended. Their natures had a sort of exceedingly attractive force. This attraction was just like that sort of instinct that drew a moth to a flame; they could not help but approach the other Star Generals, similar to how the skies and the 108 Stars approached one another.


 An Suwen took herself to be the 108 Star Maidens sole Divine Physician. Her medical arts were superb, her disposition kind, and she had not even signed a contract. Her relations with the normal Star Generals were also surprisingly reasonable. Lin Yingmei asked: “Then where is she?”


 “Grindstone Mountain!” [4]


 Grindstone Mountain was located at the Great Liang Dynasty’s Thistle Prefecture, [5] sharing a border with the Rippling Wave Kingdom in a remote area. Its topography was similar to a whetstone, and thus, the mountain received its name. It had not any quirks unto itself, and it was far from comparison with the likes of the “Bright Sun Ridge” [6] and the “Five Platforms Mountains,” [7] which were unmistakable within their own two countries.


 In the forest of luxuriant foliage, suddenly, the beautiful figure of a woman rushed out. Raising her head up to the thick foliage covering the sky, the beautiful figure ran straight ahead, and from behind her came a shaking sound. Rustling briefly, something resembling a tiger or a lion, a Fierce Beast with its entire body made from iron, pounced out. This Fine Iron Fierce Beast’s [8] sharp claws and fangs unceasingly tore at the that figure.


 The beauty stepped onto a slab of rock with a leap, turning her body very quickly, raising her white hands, and then two flying claws mutually criss-crossed, biting into the fine iron Fierce Beast’s forelimb. The girl firmly pulled and restrained it, her body beautiful as a swallow. She leapt and fluttered about within the forest, and along with her fierce shout, that fine iron Fierce Beast was suddenly hoisted into the air by her bare hands without any aid. With a leap that covered several tens of meters, and the release of those claws, that Fierce Beast fell downwards with a rumble, rumbling as it smashed against a sharp rock, releasing the crashing sound of shattering.


 “This Young Lady is truly tired to death.” The girl wiped her sweat, approaching that Fierce Beast.


 And it was at this time that the dying Fine Iron Fierce Beast violently launched its counterattack, freezing the girl in place.
𝕗𝐫𝚎𝗲𝘄𝐞𝕓𝐧𝕠𝘃𝕖𝐥.𝐜𝚘𝚖

 A cold light suddenly shot towards the Fine Iron Fierce Beast, and a graceful figure landed upon the Fierce Beast’s back. Clenching a long spear in both hands, she directly ran through the monster right where it was.


 SFX: Rumble!


 The steel beast then lost the breath of life.


 The girl stared dumbly at the person’s silhouette that was like a goddess descended. Coming proud, tall and straight, her heroic spirit was matchless.


 “This much carelessness is definitely not like your style, Shi Qian!” [9]


 A gentle voice called out.


 The girl turned her head, and from within the forest walked out a man and two women. In a split second, the girl who helped her kill the monster recalled her spear, and with an easy movement, she then returned to that man’s side.


 “Suwen?” The girl was surprised.


 This single man and three women happened to be Su Xing and the rest.


 The girl gazed at the approaching people, her countenance carrying distrust as she watched An Suwen.


 “Young master, this is the Best Thief Under Heaven that Suwen spoke of.” An Suwen made the introductions.


 Su Xing was also inquisitively sizing up the Thief Star.


 An oval-shaped face, slender phoenix eyes, cherry red lips, and a pleasant manner; she wore a skin-tight, black short-sleeved shirt, and tied around her spotlessly white neck was a flashy black scarf. The real treat for Su Xing’s eyes was the girl’s slender pair of legs unexpectedly wrapped in black fishnet stockings; the sex appeal was indeed incomparable.


 “Just what is going on? Suwen, could it be that you’ve betrayed us. Did you bring your master here to kill me?” The Thief Star Shi Qian’s entire body raised its guard, her Destined Star Weapon, the “Hoodwinking Flying Claws” began to stir.


 “Don’t misunderstand.” An Suwen walked over to her to explain.


 On the other side, Wu Xinjie said with a strangely gentle voice: “What is the Thief Star hiding here doing?”


 Su Xing and his group curiously looked at the fine iron fierce beast that was only just chasing Shi Qian for the kill. It did not seem to be an ordinary Demon Beast, for its entire body had joints that were obviously manufactured. [10] Its exterior was a layer of steel, making Su Xing recall the mechanical monsters from movies.


 “A Mechanical Beast.” [11] Wu Xinjie stared blankly.


 Mechanical Beasts were one type of strange animal in Liangshan Continent originating from the Vermillion Bird Territory’s Foreign Divine Machine Clan that used every sort of steel and fine stone to manufacture Demon Beasts. The core power was a Demon Beast’s soul. This sort of Mechanical Beast was very popular in Liangshan Continent because their operation did not require complex procedures; it required only a simple set up with Divine Intent to combine with the mechanisms to suffice. These acted as a sort of vital strategic weapon for several imperial families and officials.


 The first appearance of Mechanical Beasts still needed to be traced back to the Vermillion Bird Territory’s “Hundred Deviances’ War” [12] it launched against the Azure Dragon Territory. At that time, the Mechanical Beasts could be said to have astonished every single Azure Dragon Cultivator, putting themselves firmly into the limelight. However, because of this sort of strange animal, the Divine Machine Clan suffered extinction, its remaining clansmen escaping every which way. Although every sort of Mechanical Sect was established, their publicity was already no longer what it once was.


 “Strange, why would a Mechanical Beast appear on this mountain?”


 “This was discovered by this Young Lady, and don’t you all think of snatching it away.” Shi Qian leapt onto that Lion Mechanical Beast with a few steps. Seeing a pile of broken white crystals, she sorrowfully wailed incessantly, incapable of looking at Lin Yingmei, “How could you damage its soul, this Young Lady was prepared to take and use it.”


 Lin Yingmei coldly said: “This servant wanted to ensure its death!”


 “The cores of Mechanical Beasts that conceal the soul are all to be strictly protected. You unexpectedly penetrated it with a single spear. Just which Star are you.” Shi Qian made a powerless accusation.


 “Shi Qian, since you are the Thief Star, Xinjie does not know if you could help our Young Master go steal the Blooming Water Divine Thunder True Technique, after which we definitely will give you a significant remuneration.” Wu Xinjie said.


 The Thief Star looked at An Suwen. Pointing at Su Xing, she said: “Suwen, can you really trust him? He is but indeed a Star Master.”


 An Suwen showed a relaxed smile.


 The Thief Star was helpless. Eccentrically sizing up Su Xing, her eyeballs suddenly rolled. “Did you really contract the Knowledge Star?”


 “Is there a problem?” Su Xing asked.


 The Thief Star giggled, shaking her head: “No problem, definitely no problem. Having this Young Lady help you steal whatever True Technique is possible…however, you must also do something for this Young Lady.”


 “This is very fair.” Su XIng nodded.


 “This Young Lady likes your straightforwardness.” The Thief Star Flea on a Drum patted Su Xing’s stomach, saying carefreely: “As long as you help me enter the Mo Clan Ruins to obtain the Mo Attack Treasure Box, [13] this Young Lady will agree to help with your matter.”


 “Mo Clan Ruins?” [14] Wu Xinjie exposed her astonishment.


 1. 堅壁山 ?


 2. 漢武國 ?


 3. 鶤翎仙嶺 ?


 4. 石磨山 ?


 5. 薊州 ?


 6. 景陽岡 ?


 7. 五台山 ?


 8. 鋼鐵猛獸 ?


 9. 時遷 ?


 10. A robot, really? ?


 11. 機關獸 ?


 12. 百異之戰 ?


 13. 墨攻寶盒 ?


 14. 墨家遺址 ?
﻿Chapter 56: Mo Clan Mechanical Arts

 “This Grindstone Mountain unexpectedly has a hidden Mo Clan Ruins?” When the Divine Machine Clan fled the Vermillion Bird Territory and wandered the Three Realms, a portion of them arrived at the Azure Dragon Territory. To honor their homeland, “Black Earth,” they were known as the “Mo.” [1] These people were also called by the names “Mo Clan,” and “Mo Race”; it was just that their conception of the manufacture of Mechanical Beasts was such a feat that at the Azure Dragon territory, they also received the greed of worldly powers.


 They developed for approximately less than three generations, and from then on, their traces disappeared. The present Great Liang Dynasty’s state teacher, the virtuous Mo Shangxian, [2] had extremely little Mo Clan blood remaining in his veins.


 “The Mo Clan altogether left behind many Ruins in the Azure Dragon Territory. After the Star Duels began, these Ruins then dispelled the clouds to see the light of day.” [3] Shi Qian stared at that Mechanical Beast’s broken soul with a tone of pity.


 “You’re finding this to do what?” Lin Yingmei opened her mouth to ask.


 “Legend says the Mo Clan Mechanisms are matchless under Heaven. As a professional thief with a sense of morals, this Young Lady of course has the integrity to go try and experience these mechanisms personally.” Shi Qian shook a scallion white finger, with a look of “You do not understand.”
𝒻𝑟𝘦𝘦𝘸ℯ𝒷𝑛𝘰𝓋ℯ𝘭.𝘤𝘰𝘮

 Lin Yingmi very forcefully glanced askance at her.


 Truly finding her own path to doom.


 Wu Xinjie cut in: “Do you take this Knowledge Star to be extremely easy to fool? You must have come for the Mo Clan Mechanical Arts, correct?” The Knowledge Star glanced at Shi Qian disdainfully. How could this careful thought possibly elude her.


 The girl, her scheme seen through, cursed: “Sister Knowledge Star, you can’t always feel that I, the little sister, pursuing self-preservation is a sin. Furthermore, helping the Mo Clan develop the Mechanical Arts is also a good thing. As a conscientious thief, you Sisters should be encouraging me.”


 Su Xing laughed. This Thief Star was actually very nimble, “Alright then, I’ll oblige you!”


 “Little Sister has stayed on Grindstone Mountain for a month and still has not broken through the Mo Clan’s mechanism?” An Suwen asked, surprised.


 The Thief Star spread both of her hands helplessly: “Sister, you did bring injury medicine?” An Suwen then brought out a bag and applied it for her. Shi Qian had no choice but to say: “The Mo Clan mechanism is truly too formidable. This Young Lady spent a month yet had no way to break through the surroundings to enter the ruins.”


 “How could you, a single thief, handle these Mechanical Beasts.” Wu Xinjie felt that she being able to live through that was already amazing. Within her impressions, Shi Qian was only ordinary in military strength, but her thoughts were meticulous, with top-notch light movements, [4] possessing exceptional thievery arts. These had no use as fighting strength. Say it in any way, but the Mechanical Beasts all used Demon Beast souls as a driver; put another way, these Mechanical Beasts could also be counted as a Demon Beast’s other body. In addition, some were constructed from solid steel, and the degree of strength they had even exceeded what it was when they were alive.


 Shi Qian raised her head, puffing out her chest: “This Young Lady possesses an excellent plan to get rid of them.”


 “Isn’t that the caveat you implicated in your offer just now, truly an age-old trick.” The Knowledge Star yawned.


 “Have you not thought of signing a contract?” Su Xing interrupted the two’s argument. [5]


 Shi Qian revealed a very disdaining [6] attitude, “Lin Chong is not the only sort of Star General that would refuse to sign a contract. This Young Lady acts a carefree thief that does not want that sort of burden [7] as a master…”


 Being described as a burden, Su Xing blushed with shame.


 “This servant’s Young Master is not!” Lin Yingmei said coldly.


 Shi Qian stuck out her tongue. It seemed she was more fearful of Lin Yingmei, “Your young master that contracted with two Star Generals is indeed a rare sight. Ha, ha, Sister Suwen, thinking again of offering yourself [8] to him? Hee.”


 An Suwen smiled gently, not even arguing with her. [9]


 “Let’s leave!” Lin Yingmei, not wanting to waste time, turned and moved forward.


 Shi Qian asked in a quiet voice: “This Sister is very imposing, Su Xing. Which Sister is she?”


 “In short, you cannot utter malicious words against the Young Master. Yingmei definitely likes Young Master down to the deepest level.” [10]


 The Knowledge Star giggled.


 The Thief Star and the Efficacious Star went blank at the same time. The former did not believe that a Star Maiden could like her contractor down to the bone whereas the latter knew Lin Yingmei’s Star General identity and was thus shocked.


 The Majestic Star liked her partner? An Suwen perplexedly glanced at Su Xing.


 The Majestic Star’s body that was ahead of them shook imperceptibly, immediately nonchalantly pretending she heard nothing as she advanced forward. “Let’s get going.” Su Xing urged them


 And after they went far away, atop a great tree within the forest, a completely wooden Mechanical Bird suddenly shook its wings and soundlessly departed. The Mechanical Bird kept flying towards Grindstone Mountain’s abyss until it finally dropped down onto a long-haired man’s finger. Gray hair covered half of the man’s face, showing a sort of laughing squint with his eye as he spoke with the Mechanical Bird.


 “Gong Xu, [11] how is it? Has Shi Qian obtained something yet?” The voice came from beyond more than tens of meters away. A young girl wearing golden armor and covered in a shirt the color of goose feathers sat on a piece of rock playing with her fingernails.


 “The Thief Star is even more of a trash than we had imagined. Using up more than a month, and she still hasn’t solved the mechanism.” The girl said despicably.


 Gong Xu squinted as he smiled, saying: “The Thief Star found a good helper.”


 “?”


 “A Star Master has appeared, and it seems there are an additional three Star Generals.


 “What? Three Star Generals?” The girl froze in place. “This is definitely a bit problematic.”


 “Let’s make a trip back to the gang. Right now, this is already something the two of us can no longer handle. Let the sect leader send a hundred disciples over, and this time, we’ll kill three birds with one arrow.” Gong Xu turned his finger, and the Mechanical Bird fluttered and flew off.


 Then, a light yellow flying sword descended before them. Gong Xu gave a look at the girl, and the girl spun, her beautiful body turning into nothing, followed by a light yellow ray of light leisurely flying towards the bottom of the mountain. [12]


 The completely oblivious and tracked Thief Star Shi Qian was currently setting off, guiding Su Xing and the rest towards the Mo Clan Ruins. This Flea on a Drum ran really far, and according to what she said, they would specially lure out the Mechanical Beasts outside the ruin and then crush them one by one. Though, they had now trekked for half a day and still had yet to arrive.


 “Shi Qian, just how much farther is the Mo Clan Ruins?”


 “Since this Young Lady doesn’t plan on signing a contract anyways, it will do if you call this Young Lady’s true name. This Young Lady’s true name is called Shi Yuan [13], remember that!” The Thief Star Shi Yuan glanced back. Within the mountain’s forest, her footsteps were quick and agile, as if she was treading on level land.


 Although Star Cultivators’ escape techniques were brilliant, compared with the Flea on a Drum’s light movements, the difference was not small. It was just inconceivable that she could, in a critical situation, avert disaster. Having originally been pounced on by a Mechanical Beast, perhaps if Lin Chong had not intervened, this Thief Star could still break away from danger. No wonder she would dare charge at the Mo Clan Ruins alone.


 “Pass through this grove and we’ve nearly arrived.” Shi Yuan effortlessly walked.


 Su Xing currently wanted more and more to study the Riding Sword Art. [14]


 They continued to walk for probably only a moment before they finally exited the forest. In the distance, they saw a very ordinary looking building that looked like stacked large stones. An open space had been cleared on its outside, and more than a dozen Mechanical Beasts could be seen currently prowling about. According to Shi Yuan’s explanation: This Mo Clan Ruin was one of several ruins constructed in the Azure Dragon territory symbolizing their former culture, however, looking at its abandoned appearance contrarily made people feel great pity.


 The ruins could not do without the Mo Clan’s proud Mechanical Arts. For example, looking at that open space in the building’s surroundings, the ground hid many triggers that once touched, those seemingly lumbering Mechanical Beasts would then focus their attention on the enemy and launch a frightening attack with the speed of thunder.


 Shi Yuan originally tasted this and nearly lost her life, nevertheless relying on Huangjie Magic to escape a calamity.


 “Right now, this Young Lady wants to lure them one by one. You all just find a chance to get rid of them.” Shi Yuan said.


 “Besides Mechanical Beasts, does the outside have some other mechanism?” Lin Yingmei asked her, her own pupils containing a sort of unordinary light.


 “None.” The Thief Star replied. “How…”


 “Then there is no need to do more than what is required.” Lin Yingmei coldly said.


 Shi Yuan had not even finished asking, when suddenly, a cold wind blew onto her face, and Lin Yingmei already raised her Arctic Star Spear amidst the Thief Star’s astonishment, coldly going out to kill with an imposing manner.


 1. 墨 means “ink.” ?


 2. 墨尚賢 ?


 3. 撥雲見日 ?


 4. 輕功蓋頂 ?


 5. That’s my boy, let the depravity continue… ?


 6. 不屑一顧 ?


 7. 拖油瓶, very, very derogatory term… ?


 8. 獻身 ?


 9. ( ?° ?? ?°) ?


 10. 骨子裡, in general meaning to the very depths of something ?


 11. 公緒 ?


 12. Yes, just to confirm your suspicions, she is another Star Maiden. The yellow light is him, and she has returned to her Star Nest. ?


 13. 時媛 ?


 14. And then he can finally return…to the DANGER ZONE! ?
﻿Chapter 57: Traps and a Beauty at the Chest

 Neat, agile, and efficient; the Basic Grade Mechanical Beasts completely lacked the strength to resist under Lin Yingmei’s spear techniques, and the Arctic Star Spear swept through those mechanical puppets one by one in clean destruction. At the very end, there was only a pile of scrap iron left. Lin Yingmei’s spear technique’s brilliance was demonstrated under the exquisite attacks, breaking the Mechanical Beasts into four limbs without a single whole, yet the all-important “souls” were spared.


 This made the Thief Star that toiled for a month to only draw out the majority of the Mechanical Beasts receive a great shock.


 Only when she saw that renowned Arctic Star Spear did she wake up.


 “You, you…are the Majestic Star Lin Chong??”


 Shi Yuan was unable to conceal her shock, “How could Lin Chong sign a contract…” She thought this matter had already exceeded her understanding.


 Lin Yingmei gave her an ice-cold glance, not paying attention to her big fuss, “Young Master can take these souls for his use.”


 “Ah…this originally should have been this servant’s…” The Thief Star Shi Yuan opened her pair of eyes wide at Su Xing, launching a lovely, pitiful attack.


 Su Xing rolled his eyes at her: “Give them to the Thief Star. I have no use for them.” Although the Mechanical Beasts were fine and mystical, right now, Su Xing currently put priority on considering the matter of the Blooming Water Divine Thunder. He was just not that interested in the Mechanical Arts, and seeing the Thief Star with such a pained appearance, taking them away in this manner was embarrassing.


 Lin Yingmei’s actions were truly violent, with more than ten Mechanical Beasts collapsing at the first blow.


 Shi Yuan gratefully received those scattered souls, her gloom from before swept cleanly away. With someone working in her stead, she could pick up things for cheap; the Flea on a Drum definitely would not ignore this.


 After clearing out the surrounding Mechanical Beasts, everyone then entered the Mo Clan Ruins. With crumbling fences and dilapidated ramparts, fragmented walls, tiles and bricks, and completely filled with dust, it seemed this ruin was quite old.


 “Where we’re going is the main hall in the center. You all must be mindful of what is underfoot, so don’t blame this Young Lady for not warning you. Hee hee, you’d best hide in the Star Nest.” Shi Yuan carried a sly smile, and she leapt onto the broken walls, flew onto the eaves and walked along the ramparts. Lithe as a swallow, it was just like this that in the blink of an eye, she had covered forty, fifty meters.


 Underfoot?


 Su Xing felt he did not understand the words of the Thief Star directly across from them.


 Lin Yingmei who was walking at the very front suddenly whirled her body, avoiding a blaze that abruptly rushed out from within the ground. Just when she sidestepped, it seemed this had already been anticipated, for an iron cage fell to the ground, just happening to trap Lin Yingmei.


 The girl swept her long spear to easily break the cage, but before she had time to breathe, the surrounding floor suddenly fell away to reveal a deep and immeasurable dark hole. This completely went beyond Lin Yingmei’s expectations, and she immediately fell downwards without warning.


 “Yingmei!!” Su Xing was alarmed.


 However, as Lin Yingmei was falling, she stuck her spear into a crack in the rock face, thereupon using it to spring upwards, jumping out from the hole of that abyss.


 “Yingmei, careful!”


 Wu Xinjie loudly warned.


 Subsequently, jets of flame, knife blades, cages, rocks and every sort of mechanism emerged in succession. There were common steel weapons as well as mysterious Earthly Fire artifacts and so on. Fortunately, the Panther Head’s reputation was not for show. The girl was like a cheetah shrugging off its chains, pushing through within the mechanisms at lightning speed such that several mechanisms could not even react.


 Without another moment, Lin Yingmei arrived in front of the flabbergasted Thief Star Shi Yuan, and turning her head: “Young Master, please be a bit careful.” [1]


 Su Xing nodded.


 Wu Xinjie stuck out her tongue: “Young Master, Xinjie will first enter the Star Nest to rest for a bit.” Giggling, the Knowledge Star’s beautiful figure whirled and then hid inside the Star Nest. Su Xing’s mind gave rise to the sound of her encouragement.


 Su Xing smiled. At this time, he saw An Suwen standing hesitantly at the edge, all along incapable of treading a step forward. The Efficacious Star The Divine Physician was more than capable of treating diseases to help patients, whereas intruding into mechanisms, her spirit was willing, but her flesh was weak.


 “I’ll carry you over then?” Su Xing extended a hand in invitation.


 “This will bring harm to the young master.” An Suwen shook her head, retreating a step.


 “This is only a small mechanism.” Su Xing disapproved. A forest of spears, a hail of bullets, and detonations of landmines [2] were all approaching. How could anything be figured out in this situation. Su Xing did not like to hesitate, and seeing An Suwen unable to make a firm decision, he stretched her body across his arms and held her in a princess carry. [3]


 An Suwen’s cheeks flushed red slightly, wrapping both her arms tightly around Su Xing’s neck. Burying her head, she almost inaudibly told him: “Young master, be careful!”


 “En.”


 Su Xing took a deep breath. Fiercely rushing forward, it was just as he was taking a step that the ground suddenly raised countless sharp and coldly glinting blades. A ripping sound filled the air, as these blades seemingly came to life, like a rolling wave coming to kill them.


 Su Xing used the tips of his toes, taking advantage of these sharp blades to act as springboards. [4]


 The set of sharp blades had only just left when an air-shattering whistle echoed. Only seeing the round holes in the ground spit out hundreds of lead balls, one look was filled with the scent of gunpowder. Su Xing did not dare to be careless. Tucking in his head, he first and foremost protected An Suwen within his chest. As expected, these lead balls had barely rose into the sky when they encountered a gas, igniting it and bringing about an explosion.


 A space of fifty, sixty square meters had this sort of Heavy Thunder Bombs. [5] The linked destructive power of the explosions rumbled. Even though Star Energy protected him, Su Xing could still feel his skin somewhat in pain.


 “Young master, careful of the front!” Came Wu Xinjie’s alarmed voice.


 Su Xing immediately drew away. In a moment of peril, he stopped right at the edge as an enormous bottomless pit came from the ground. This Mo Clan Mechanical Art was far too powerful, being able to manufacture this sort of abyss mechanism. Su Xing clicked his tongue. Stepping on the edge and throwing himself into the air, the Shark Claw Hook snagged the other side, and he swung across.


 Just at the time Su Xing hugged An Suwen to avoid the mechanism, the Thief Star Shi Yuan happened to surprisingly inquire as to the matter of Lin Yingmei signing a contract: “Sister Yingmei, did he use some trick to force you to sign a Star Duel Covenant?” [6]


 Lin Yingmei glanced harshly at her, saying: “This servant will pledge her life to protect the Young Master!”


 This blatant declaration made Shi Yuan speechless. Contrary to reason, was this truly the legendary soldierly and unyielding Majestic Star? If other people heard the Panther Head say these sorts of words, perhaps they would fall over.


 “Shi Qian. Have you never thought of signing with a contractor? Because of your capabilities as the Thief Star, you won’t be unable to find a formidable Star Cultivator.” Lin Yingmei asked. [7]


 Shi Yuan giggled, with an appearance not concerned in the least: “I don’t want to. This Young Lady would hate to give a portion of her own Star Energy to other people. Acting as a free and unfettered God of Robbers is nevertheless the benefit of freedom. This sort of restricting contract is not suited for this Young Lady.”


 Lin Yingmei did not reply.


 The Thief Star Shi Yuan stole glances, unable to keep her eyes off the Majestic Star concerned for someone else, muttering: It looks like what the Knowledge Star said is true. After nine hundred years, even the cold Yingmei would take an interest in this sort of thing. [8]


 Not long after, just as An Suwen cried in surprise, Su Xing carried the Divine Physician as he crashed his way through the surrounding sets of mechanisms.


 “Young master, let Suwen look at you.” An Suwen’s face blushed a very deep red. She had just been embraced tightly by a man upon his chest, and also passing several times through mechanisms that forced intimate skinship, even though they were only separated by their clothes, An Suwen’s heart jumped endlessly. [9]


 As she helped Su Xing examine his wounds, her expression did not raise much concentration. The girls to the side could not help but raise their eyebrows.


 Wu Xinjie exited the Star Nest, winking at Lin Yingmei and Shi Yuan.


 “Suwen, I think you’re better off offering yourself to him.” [10] Seeing An Suwen examine so carefully, Shi Yuan could not help wanting to make fun of her.


 “It was An Suwen who brought harm to the young master!” An Suwen shook her head.


 “Fine, then. We had better first think about how to open this large door mechanism?” Shi Yuan made a bitter face. “This large door incorporated a mechanism that needs to be solved to open the door. Forcibly open it, and the ruins will instantly collapse. People hate this sort of riddle mechanism the most. Sister Knowledge Star, you’re up.”


 Only then did everyone gaze at the large door.


 Author’s Note:


 Pleading for your votes!! There weren’t any sort of recommendations this week. The only list that I can make is a weekly one. Pleading for your votes for encouragement.


 1. A bit…That’s quite the understatement. ?


 2. 地雷 Definitely not Earthly Thunder yet, guys. ?


 3. Task Completed! The Efficacious Star’s Affection Level has increased! ?


 4. Indiana Jones, eat your heart out. ?


 5. 暴雷彈 ?


 6. You could say that. It’s called CPR ?


 7. Lol, could Yingmei be a supporter of the harem plan? ?


 8. 紅鸞心動 ?


 9. Are you feeling it now, Suwen? ( ?° ?? ?°) ?


 10. ( ?° ?? ?°) ?
﻿Chapter 58: The Great Corridor

 The door was created from an entire immense piece of black rock. Heavy and sturdy, even if Su Xing used all his strength, he was incapable of opening it even a fraction. This door mechanism seemed to have also stumped many people. Spread all across the door were intersecting slash marks, having been hacked and chopped at by countless people venting their anger. Even so, this door was as before, high and mighty, motionless.


 The Thief Star Shi Qian was also frustrated to death by this door. Using her light movements body techniques, breaking away from those Mechanical Beasts was not very troublesome. The problem was that she could not feel out its underlying principles. With no alternative, she could only draw away those Mechanical Beasts so that she could have enough time to slowly solve this door mechanism. However, seeing the Knowledge Star, the Resourceful Star, right now, Shi Yuan just placed all her hopes on Wu Yong.


 Su Xing exerted all his strength to try to push it a bit, but exerting all his strength moved nothing. Su Xing then searched once more across the door. Besides the scratches hacked and chopped out of it, the stone door made from basalt had no other marks. Seeing him search so carefully, Shi Yuan dampened his enthusiasm: “This Young Lady is indeed a specialized robber. The things that should have been inspected have already been inspected. The door has concealed a secret compartment inside, but opening this secret compartment needs to be done from the exterior. In other words, this door is hiding a mechanism to open the door.”


 Su Xing nodded his head. Since the Thief Star said as such, this mechanism was clearly not that easy to find


 Looking at this door filled with cracks, Su Xing surmised that the mechanism to open the door perhaps had something to do with these cracks.


 “Sister Xinjie, have you figured it out?” Shi Yuan blinked her eyes as she watched.


 “Can’t you see Young Master is thinking?” The Knowledge Star smiled but did not speak.


 Su Xing turned his head and saw Wu Xinjie seemed to have a card up her sleeve. Smiling, he said: “Xinjie, if you have solved this mechanism, don’t keep up the suspense.”


 “Knowledge Star, you solved it this quickly??”


 “Is that true?”


 Lin Yingmei and An Suwen showed their surprise.


 Seeing Shi Yuan being so impatient, Wu Xinjie did not keep the others in suspense. Shrugging her shoulders: “This mechanism is right before us. To claim that you’re The Best Thief Under Heaven and not perceive even this minor thing!”


 Shi Yuan stuck out her lip. She had stared at this door everyday to the point she was about to become blind, and she still could not make out the reason why.


 Wu Xinjie stood in front of the door, amassing Star Energy at her fingertips. Then, she made strokes in the empty space opposite the door, and those ugly cracks on the door suddenly had several of the hack marks flash several strokes of white light.


 “Ah???”


 The rest showed amazed expressions.


 An “Open” [1] character appeared on the door. It was right after this appeared that the stone door slowly opened with a rumbling boom.


 Shi Yuan slapped her head with an “ah”: “Sister Xinjie is indeed sharp, seeing through this mechanism with just a glance.” The Thief Star greatly admired her endlessly. It seemed that among the slash marks on the door, putting together a few would form an “Open” character, and along with Star Energy, these crammed cracks would immediately trigger the mechanism behind the door. Afterwards, this stone door opened.


 How could she not think of this!


 “The Mo Clan mechanism is too clever. If the Knowledge Star wasn’t here, who could solve this.” Shi Yuan slapped her stomach, glad.


 “My Young Master is definitely far smarter than Xinjie.” Wu Xinjie stuck out her tongue.


 Shi Yuan just took it as she being modest, saying: “Sister is truly considerate of her own young master.”


 “Certain arts have their specialists. I, too, did not think of this.” Su Xing shook his head.


 Entering the ruins’ interior, the Thief Star activated a Daoist Light Talisman. This ruin was constructed downwards, so everyone descended along the flight of stairs with the Thief Star at the front. The Flea on a Drum’s excellent perception of traps and the like could avert the greatest level of encountering danger.


 They were more scared than hurt as they walked for approximately several incense sticks when everyone then saw a pitch-black cave mouth, a tunnel entrance that passed an unfathomable chill. Unable to see even her fingers, the Thief Star threw out a Daoist Light Talisman. Its script fell into the darkness, engulfed without so much as giving a response. Apparently, this cave mouth had been granted an odd forbiddance that made light talismans useless here. Luckily, the Thief Star had prepared torches.


 After lighting a few bundles, An Suwen suddenly glanced upon an inscription on the wall.


 “The Great Corridor!” [2]


 “Inside is the Great Corridor?” Shi Qian cried out in surprise.


 “This place unexpectedly has the Great Corridor. Looks like the Mo Attack Treasure Box really is hidden here.” Shi Yuan rubbed her palms in expectation.


 Su Xing and his group felt suspicious about her shock and even some of her excited expressions. “What’s the matter? Is this Great Corridor very famous?” Su Xing asked Wu Xinjie.


 The Knowledge Star thought for a moment. “It seems I’ve heard of this before, the Ten Great Mechanisms?”


 “Sister Xinjie is truly versatile and able, even knowing this. Not going and being a perfect robber is truly a waste.” Shi Yuan smiled lightly. In order to learn this Mechanical Art, she worked her heart out researching the Divine Machine Clan for quite some time. The Ten Great Mechanisms were the Divine Machine Clan’s most formidable peak.


 Among them was the “Great Corridor.”


 Su Xing knew of the Great Wall, but he did not know what this Great Corridor was about.


 “The Great Corridor, as the name implies, is this ten thousand li corridor. No, it could even be millions of li.” Shi Yuan explained pompously. [3]


 “Hmph, what a joke.” Lin Yingmei sneered: “Constructing a million li corridor underground, even if it was an Annihilation Stage Star Cultivator, they could not possibly accomplish that.”


 “Right, this engineering is indeed far more frightening than the ‘Shining Moon Longevity Palace.’” An Suwen firmly believed this was correct.


 The Bright Moon Long Life Palace [4] was Liangshan Continent’s legendary palace. Reportedly, it was established above the Nine Firmaments. Even so, the corridor was not as vast as a million li.


 “Legend has it that during the Hundred Deviances’ Great War, [5] the Divine Machine Clan already used the ‘Great Corridor’ to trap a Transforming Star of Annihilation cultivator for nine days and nine nights. In the end, this cultivator fully used all of his Star Energy to wreck the Great Corridor until practically nothing was left in order to escape.”


 A Transforming Star of Annihilation cultivator that was, in an instant the cream of the crop, unable to leave for nine days and nine nights made everyone shiver from the bottom of their hearts.


 “Isn’t that equivalent to the Strength [6] Astral Treasure, ‘Row of Portraits Upon the Memorial Riverbend’? [7] Could Mechanical Arts be this powerful?” Wu Xinjie scoffed. The Divine Machine Clan that seemed truly able to manufacture this sort of mechanism could not have died out.


 “This Young Lady has also heard of that.” Shi Yuan said.


 “Or perhaps it’s only a pretense.” Lin Yingmei said. There was definitely this possibility.


 Shi Yuan was still a bit uneasy: “But I heard the Great Corridor for sure is in a state of lacking light.”


 “Then are you prepared to enter further?” Su Xing asked.


 Shi Yuan patted her full chest: “Acting as a professional and virtuous robber, it’s only natural that this Young Lady cannot miss such an obviously straightforward mechanism.”


 “Tsk, then go inside.” Su Xing interrupted her lengthy introduction.


 “Do you guys really want to enter? If we’re trapped inside, this Young Lady will definitely not be responsible. The Great Corridor, the Annihilation cultivator’s difficult escape, we definitely differ from that big brother by a length.” Shi Yuan very kindly warned: “This Young Lady is fine with being trapped to death, but you have two Star Generals. In Liangshan Continent, you are actually a rare genius.”


 “Have you decided?” Su Xing asked the two girls.


 “As the Young Master wishes.” Lin Yingmei said resolutely.


 “Hmph, Xinjie does not believe a Mechanical Art has this sort of amazing power.” Wu Xinjie implied she was very interested.


 Su Xing naturally would not shrink back.


 Finally, they fixed their gazes onto An Suwen: “Suwen, how about you wait for us here?”


 “Suwen is better off following together with the young master. If the inside has poisonous miasma, Suwen can promptly neutralize it.” An Suwen reflected for a moment, and she was not opposed.


 “Ha, ha, you are indeed a fascinating Star Master.” [8] Shi Yuan patted Su Xing’s shoulders, laughing heartily, clear and bright.


 She proceeded to enter the Great Corridor.


 The rest subsequently also entered, and right after they entered, with a loud bang, the entrance door was immediately sealed completely!!


 Author’s Note:


 I’m terribly sorry, but I had a guest over. The computer was taken over, and only this late could I make an addition.


 This week, every day will have at the very least two additions.


 1. 開, all it took to open the door was write, “open.” How imaginative… ?


 2. 萬里長廊, literally the “Thousand li Long Corridor,” this is a reference to the name of the Great Wall. ?


 3. 有模有樣 Trying to be an expert on something she isn’t, basically ?


 4. 明月長生宮 ?


 5. 百異大戰 ?


 6. 天罡級 ?


 7. 清明上河圖 ?


 8. Then sign here for a contract to see more amazing things! ?
﻿Chapter 59: The Thousand Machine Gang and The Endless, Winding Corridor

 The Great Corridor’s interior was very peculiar, for it was far wider, far larger than they had imagined. The constructed corridor’s floor, ceiling, walls and the like’s bricks issued a cacophonic “kala-kala” [1] sound. These stones were just like biting teeth, making the Great Corridor constantly seem like undulating waves, just like standing on a beach. This was unlike a corridor, rather, it was like the inside of some sort of enormous creature’s stomach where every construct was alive.


 Su Xing felt endlessly amazed, carefully observing for quite a while yet he was unable to deduce how these bricks operated. “This Mechanical Art is amazing.”


 “Truly mysterious how this was done.” An Suwen exclaimed.


 The Thief Star Shi Yuan giggled: “It’s too early to be amazed. This kind of ‘Active Mechanism’ [2] is the Divine Machine Clan’s most famous Mechanical Art. If you saw the Ten Great Mechanical Art’s rank number two ‘Ancient City of War,’ [3] then wouldn’t you be shocked to death.”


 “Ancient City of War? There’s even something like this?” Wu Xinjie was puzzled.


 The Ancient City of War was the Divine Machine Clan’s Active Mechanical Art’s pinnacle work. Constructing a type of mobile castle [4] for the purpose of besieging towns and seizing strongholds, it practically appeared to be a god tool that conquered every obstacle; after hearing what they said, Su Xing felt this Divine Machine Clan could be considered specialized scientists in Liangshan Continent. The Su Xing who originally felt no interest towards these machine clans could not help but feel curious about their manufacturing capabilities. [5]


 His thoughts rested on the Ancient City of War crossing Liangshan Continent, and Su Xing felt this was eye-catching.


 “Since they’re this powerful, could they really have made a Million li Corridor?” An Suwen had some worries.


 “Since we’ve entered, let’s investigate. Hee, hee, the Million li Corridor better not disappoint this Young Lady.” Shi Yuan was already eager to start. Brimming with a sense of challenge, this Thief Star completely did not know danger. However this manner also made Su Xing feel very relieved. Daring to agree to go to the Blooming Water Sword Sect’s guarded secret was not just hot air.


 —A mountaintop in the vicinity of Grindstone Mountain.—


 The man with long hair covering half his face, Gong Xu, was currently conversing with his wooden bird.


 A green light abruptly flew over from the horizon. This green light instantly approached, arriving above him in the blink of an eye. Surprisingly, it was a green willow raft, [6] and the wooden boat was seated to capacity by men and women wearing brown robes, their hands carrying small yellow banners.


 Standing at the bow of the boat was a lanky figure, a man with a wide-sleeved overcoat draped over him. Spotting Gong Xu, he stepped with his foot, vertically dropping the ark downwards, falling onto the surface. Those men and women jumped off one by one, and the ark transformed into a green light that shot into his Astral Bag.


 “Brother Gong Xu, I’ve waited long.” The man laughed.


 “Elder Brother Gong Yang, [7] is it just these people?” Gong Xu glanced at these disciples. Their cultivations were all Stardust Late Stage, with only a small few having entered Nebula Stage. [8]


 “I couldn’t help delaying Brother Gong Xu’s plans. The sect master indeed called for the thousand disciples nearby. Don’t mind that their cultivation is low, they are all Machine Hall’s outstanding disciples and seniors. Big Brother definitely rushed the ‘Wind Swayed Raft’ [9] with not the slightest delay.”


 Gong Xu nodded. The Thousand Machine Gang was located at the Vermillion Bird Territory. Being able to rush over this many disciples was not easy. “Thank you for your troubles, Elder Brother. Let’s go, then, to prevent a sudden change in the situation.”


 “I don’t know just what urgent matter this is?”


 On the road, Gong Yang asked him, concerned. It was because Gong Xu found the “Mo Attack Mechanism Records’ trail that he hurried over to the Azure Dragon Territory. Their group of disciples acted as backup ready to deploy at a moment’s notice. Hearing of Gong Xu’s gathering, Gong Yang urged his own Supreme Grade Artifact “Wind Swayed Raft” to rush over until it was travel-worn. He was afraid they would not be able to find them, and Gong Yang also worried this matter would be known by the Azure Dragon Territory’s other sects, otherwise they would have had a thorny problem.


 “Elder Brother can relax. This time, your brother wants to hit a huge jackpot.” Gong Xu lightly smiled. Briefly explaining the whole sequence of events, how they found the Thief Star, and the matter of how they used her to go open the Mo Clan Ruins.


 “If it is as Brother Gong Xu says, could the three girls that man is bringing all be Star Generals?” Gong Yang’s expression was grim.


 “Elder Brother Gong Yang is being silly. How could a Star Master bring three Star Generals.” [10] Gong Xu smiled. Two Star Generals was unimaginable, and Three Star Generals was unprecedented in Liangshan’s ancient Star Duels. Gong Xu guessed of the three girls, only two were true Star Generals since they were able to find the Thief Star, explaining that among them was a Star General that was insignificant, a Star Maiden without any military strength, and was merely so.


 The one that worried Gong Xu was the girl that grasped a spear and eliminated the Mechanical Beasts the moment she acted. Within the Star Maidens, those with a spear as their Destined Weapon often had extraordinary martial prowess.


 “Isn’t there still another Star Maiden?”


 “The other in the light-blue shirt and skirt is probably a maid or such, not worth mentioning.” Gong Xu was resolute. If Wu Xinjie knew of this, she would likely be angered enough to spit blood. Liangshan’s rank number three Knowledge Star had unexpectedly been considered a maid not worth bringing up. However, Gong Xu’s judgment in this way could not be blamed. Wu Xinjie deliberately behaved that ambiguously towards Su Xing incessantly, so Gong Xu could only think as much.


 A Star General that dubiously attended to her own young master’s needs was like a Star Master contracting with two Star Maidens, rare as a phoenix feather.


 “Brother Gong Xu, can you be sure?” Encountering three Fiend Stars at the same time, Gong Yang was a bit scared and on edge.


 A gold light floated behind the currently flying sword, and the golden armored girl appeared, bringing an attitude that hardly conceded defeat. “As long as this Zuo [11] is here, myself will protect Young Master absolutely safely.”


 Gong Yang laughed. How could he forget his own Brother was also a Star Master that would make others envious.


 “However, Elder Brother is still a bit unclear.” (Gong Yang)


 “Brother, please speak!”


 “Why did you use that Thief Star to open the mechanism. Could it be that killing her was not as good?”


 “Elder Brother Gong Yang is somewhat unaware. I fear the Mo Clan Ruin this time is genuine.” Gong Xu shook his head.


 Gong Yang gasped in surprise.


 That golden armored girl coldly interrupted: “I and Young Master already went in and came across a mechanism before we had no choice but to withdraw.”


 “Don’t tell me you’re saying?”


 “The Great Corridor!!” Gong Xu narrowed his eyes.


 Gong Yang was frightened. The thousand disciples were blood of the former Divine Machine Clan after their split. They naturally knew about the Great Corridor’s might, and if the sect master came, even the sect master would consider this carefully.


 “Then, what we fear is going and making a trip in vain; they are unable to escape.”


 “At that time, Elder Brother and I will go pick up the basket, ha, ha.” [12] Gong Xu laughed facing the wind, his long hair dancing in the breeze. The girl standing behind him did not utter a word, that golden pupil looking pensive, brimming with gravitas.


 Meanwhile, Su Xing, Shi Yuan and the rest at last tasted the Great Corridor Mechanism’s might.


 Three days!


 They traveled in this corridor without rest for at least three days. During this time, there were innumerable stairs passing through up and down. Every time, it let them to believe they had glimpsed hope, yet every time, there was an endless corridor. At the very beginning, An Suwen and Wu Xinjie were even very interested and admired these moving stairs that were like waves. As time elapsed, they had already lost their spirits.


 Seeing those wriggling walls and floors made them feel disgusted, wishing that they could shatter this corridor with a kick.


 Walking for quite a while, everyone again sunk down to rest. Continuing to walk like this without rest was indeed somewhat physically and mentally exhausting. Even Shi Yuan felt impatient, and the Thief Star had been somewhat enthusiastic. Having already lost her interest in researching the Great Corridor, her entire head right now was thinking evil thoughts: How could this world have people so disgusting that they would construct a corridor without an end.


 “This Young Lady wants to run into a wall. We’ve already gone three days without an end, this is basically a prison!! This Young Lady is disgusted to death.” Shi Yuan said, disgusted. [13] If they were not Star Generals, with their special natural constitutions, they would have else starved and thirsted to death in this corridor.


 Lin Yingmei struck the wall. These walls had yet to stop squirming due to being granted some sort of forbiddance. With their current strength, it was hard to damage.


 Could it be that they really would trapped in this place like that Transforming Star of Annihilation cultivator?


 Thinking of this sort of possibility, Lin Yingmei shuddered with fear. She instinctively went to see her Young Master. [14]


 With a look, the Majestic Star then tightly pursed her lips.


 Su Xing at the moment was currently whispering beside An Suwen’s mouth. Within the feeble firelight, she saw the Divine Physician’s face was red, through and through. That was called a dandy’s leisure. [15]


 1. Onomatopoeia for clacking ?


 2. 活動機關 ?


 3. 戰爭古城 ?


 4. …Hey, guys, Howl called. He wants his castle back. ?


 5. I think he wants his jet back…giri giri ai~~ ikenai borderline~~ ?
𝑓𝓇𝘦ℯ𝘸𝘦𝑏𝓃𝑜𝘷ℯ𝑙.𝑐𝑜𝓂

 6. 碧柳木舟 ?


 7. 公羊 ?


 8. “You’re about to get fucked, baby!” – Black Lagoon ?


 9. 盪風舟 ?


 10. …Congratulations, we have a new winner for the prize of having his mind blown. ?


 11. 座, well, that’s a peculiar name ?


 12. He just means he’ll make an easy catch. ?


 13. Yes, we get you’re disgusted. Please choose a synonym. ?


 14. Aww… ?


 15. And there you have it! It seems he truly is depraved! ?
﻿Chapter 60: The Amazing Möbius Strip Mechanism

 “Sister Xinjie, you said how could people have really constructed such a long corridor underground.” Shi Yuan squatted where she was, hanging her head in dejection.


 “When we entered, a certain someone seemed to have said she liked this sort of obvious and straightforward mechanism the most!” Wu Xinjie said in ridicule.


 The Thief Star’s mouth sank: [1] “This is absolutely not a mechanism at all.”


 “As long as you know.” Wu Xinjie gazed at this strange Great Corridor, always feeling something was slightly off. Constructing a several million li corridor underground was simply impossible to accomplish, but continuously walking for this many days yet not seeing the end, it seemed as if they had entered into a clump of fog. The Knowledge Star vaguely felt that this place definitely had some sort of difficult to solve oddity, but she honestly could not think of just there the problem was.


 Wu Xinjie spotted Lin Yingmei staring wordlessly at Su Xing. Smiling inwardly, she elegantly walked over. “Young Master, what were you and Little Sister Suwen secretly talking about?”


 “Only borrowing Suwen’s spice bag for a bit.” Su Xing chuckled.


 “All this time, Young Master still really has a feeling of leisure. If Young Master is really depressed, you could have sought Xinjie…Xinjie is also very tired and bored…” The Knowledge Star was like a Water Snake, climbing onto Su Xing’s shoulder. Sticking out her tongue, slightly panting, whispering: “Young Master Su Xing, do you know what is going on with this Great Corridor? Xinjie feels there are some oddities.”


 “I more or less have a clue.”


 “Then this time, I really need to make a request of Young Master.” Wu Xinjie abruptly moved her head very close, her beautiful and sensual red lips kissed on top of Su Xing’s mouth a fiery and arousing kiss. [2]


 The An Suwen who was right to the side was dumbstruck. Her face red, she backed a few steps away from the two, lowering her head.


 The heated kiss ended, and within the firelight, Wu Xinjie’s luminous [3] pupils floated around, full of tender feelings. They were brimming with a sentiment that would make people restless.


 “What are you guys doing?!”


 Shi Yuan cried out in alarm.


 Wu Xinjie gave her a healthy look: “Never seen a kiss before?”


 “Knowledge Star, you…you. You unexpectedly…” The Thief Star almost shrieked. The Resourceful Star unexpectedly would so boldly kiss with a man; this was completely beyond her expectations. “Sister Lin Yingmei…” She originally had wanted to go inquire with the Majestic Star, but the latter’s attitude made her even more unable to conceal her shock. The Panther Head seemed to have grown accustomed to this sort of situation and was aloof. The opposite looked at Wu Xinjie and Su Xing’s heated kiss, a bit of jealousy within her eyes. [4]


 “We had better leave this place first then.” Lin Yingmei’s face expressionlessly interrupted her. The Majestic Star looked around this wriggling corridor, her eyes deeply locked: “This Great Corridor is extremely strange. We’d best move quickly.”


 “Walk here, walk there, it’s all the same. Too annoying.” When the Great Corridor was mentioned, Shi Yuan immediately became like deflated ball, dispirited. This kind of Great Corridor Mechanism was completely different from what she thought. She originally believed the interior concealed an array, charm or the like. As it turned out, not only was it missing this, even the most simple pitfall mechanisms were not seen. From start to finish, they only saw the surrounding walls moving.


 “Let’s go. We can find the exit in just a moment.” Su Xing said to her.


 The Thief Star twitched her mouth. If she were to believe in an unfaithful man that seduced Sister Suwen and even passionately kissed with the Knowledge Star, then that really was too stupid.


 “If Young Master says we’re at the exit, then we’ll definitely arrive at the exit soon.” Wu Xinjie covered her mouth as she laughed up her sleeve.


 Shi Yuan pouted and blurted out a few noises. She seemed to be saying: As expected, even if it is the Knowledge Star, a woman in love is blind.


 The man and four women in the pitch-black corridor again continued to walk forward for a while. It was not at all like what Su Xing said about seeing the exit. On the contrary, the endless darkness was still unending, giving a person a sort of suffocating oppression. This corridor seemed to never stop and was endless, and the Thief Star, Flea on a Drum Shi Qian, was already about to give up and stop trying. Incessantly complaining, the Best Thief Under Heaven unexpectedly was about to be trapped to death in here; truly an unfitting death.


 Suddenly, Su Xing ceased moving forward, facing his head upward as he sniffed in the air, showing an expression of clear understanding and relief.


 “Master?”


 “Young master?”


 The rest were puzzled.


 “Indeed, this Great Corridor is very fascinating, so it’s no wonder Xinjie was deceived as well. The one who invented this was truly amazing.” Su Xing laughed.


 Wu Xinjie and Lin Yingmei glanced at each other face to face, a smile flitting across the corner of their mouths coincidentally at the same time. They were fully aware of Su Xing’s character, knowing if he said as such, then that meant yet another unfathomable puzzle had been solved.


 “Young Master, in the end, what is going on with this Great Corridor?” Lin Yingmei could not help but ask.
𝑓𝘳𝘦𝑒𝑤𝑒𝘣𝘯ℴ𝘷𝘦𝓁.𝑐𝑜𝑚

 “I see this Ten Thousand li Corridor is the Ten li Corridor, more or less.”


 “Ten li Corridor?” All the girls’ faces showed doubt.


 “Su Xing, you definitely have been choked mad.” Shi Yuan disdained: “We’ve walked this many days, several thousand li have already been covered.”


 “We’re only repeatedly walking the same road.” Su Xing shook his head.


 “Are you saying this corridor is circular?” Shi Yuan was powerless: “We aren’t idiots. If it really was a circular corridor, then we already would have felt it.”


 Su Xing knew his explanation was rather long, so he summarized: “Just now, I borrowed Suwen’s spice bag, intentionally saturating the air with its fragrance. It’s reasonable to say that if we aren’t walking the same road, these aromas could not possibly show up. However…” Su Xing sniffed.


 The girls moved closer, and sure enough, they smelled a faint burst of sandalwood.


 “A coincidence?” Shi Yuan said blankly.


 “It’s not a coincidence. We definitely have been walking the same road, and you’d understand if you think about it. Building the Great Corridor underground, how could the Ink Clan possibly have such a great remarkable ability, so the simplest method is to join a corridor from head to tail and let us walk on endlessly.” Su Xing gestured,


 The girl blinked. She could not conceive how they could arrange interconnecting paths yet not letting them perceive it.


 Su Xing thought for a bit and just took out a talisman, and then he tore the talisman into a rectangle. He turned a short end around 180 degrees behind and stuck it together with the other short end, thereby forming an “8” shaped loop.


 The girls were amazed to discover this originally completely unlinked paper had its two side inconceivably linked together. “So mysterious…” An Suwen cried out in surprise.


 “Su Xing, how did you come up with this?” Shi Yuan asked, astonished.


 “The M?bius Strip!” [5]


 Su Xing shrugged his shoulders. It appeared mysterious, but on Earth, it was actually very well-known. It had a special, formal name, “M?bius Strip.” It was a topological structure, and anyone with a bit of math education knew about it.


 The “M?bius Strip” was a sort of space partition without an interior or exterior, namely, its front side had a back side, and its back side had a front side.


 “It’s like a yin and yang mixing process, truly hard to believe.” Wu Xinjie gasped in admiration.


 With this sort of mechanism that exploited mathematical principles in its design, it was only normal that Wu Xinjie could not guess through this mechanism.


 “But could only this much really make us blindly walk for three, four days?” Shi Yuan was suspicious.


 And so, this was the “Great Corridor’s” true nature. Its active walls and floors were not to show off the corridor’s strangeness, but to change the surrounding environment. On a M?bius Strip, the link had a crossing. Exploiting this active mechanism to manufacture differing degrees of elevation, doing it in this way would not make people feel they were repeating. The active floor also had the advantage of preventing a person from making a seal.


 Because no matter who continuously walked for several days, they would all give birth to the feeling of making no headway. If a seal was written down, these active walls would then thoroughly erase these seals’ existences.


 “So Young Master, just now when you and Little Sister Suwen were speaking, is it because you made your seal in the air that it was not destroyed?” Lin Yingmei had an epiphany. [6]


 Su Xing nodded.


 Not only that, but the mechanism’s light deprived state was also meant to make those entering lose their sense of direction. Inside darkness, humans’ perception was most easily lost, and Divine Intent had no way of preventing this.


 “Originally I thought, ‘Strange, since this was a mechanism meant to hurt people, why specially arrange this.’ This is exactly for the purpose of giving those that enter a certain psychological suggestion, making them believe the corridor inside definitely has ten thousand li, thereby lowering their guard.”


 Shi Yuan face turned red. She felt that Su Xing was talking about her, and she said in denial: “Psychological suggestion what? This Young Lady has never heard of that. Hmph, however, since you say it with such certainty, then where is the exit. This place definitely has an exit, so don’t say there isn’t. This Young Lady investigated clearly. After we pass this corridor is the plaza…but we currently haven’t seen the exit at all.”


 “I’m afraid the exit is exactly where we came in.” Su Xing wrinkled his brow tightly.


 His words left the girls feeling more and more wonder.


 Su Xing’s explanation was because this corridor was created following a special rock and forbiddance amalgamation, making a breakthrough required maximum power. According to his theory, this M?bius Great Corridor was interlocking loops. It was impossible to incorporate an exit, so the sole possibility was the rumbling door from when they just entered. That should be the only exit.


 Shi Yuan was confused: “Mulling over this for so long, we just need to go back.”


 “Nope. If these walls can move around, then that mechanism can move, too.” Su Xing said to them: “Let’s search for it. Together with that sealed stone door from when we came in, there must be the exit.”


 Everyone immediately busily searched within the Great Corridor.


 As expected, not long after, Lin Yingmei found this mechanism inside a moving rock. This stone door moved just as Su Xing said. A mobile exit; no wonder they did could not find it after walking for such a long time;


 Pushing hard on the stone door, the stone door opened with a rumble. However, outside the door was thick soil, and the stone beneath was endlessly changing. It seemed the entire Great Corridor was active.


 Everyone just waited outside the stone door. In the empty space beneath, a space sunk in, and Su Xing gave the order to jump.


 They afterwards dropped down from above.


 By the time they were firmly on the ground, they knew at a glance that they already truly walked out of the corridor, arriving atop a plaza.


 Su Xing raised his head, giving endless praise. This mechanism was honestly too awesome.


 “Sister Xinjie, could it be he is truly far more incredible than you?” Shi Yuan blankly asked.


 “It’s only psychological riddles and such that I’m good at, nothing more. ‘Incredible’ is out of the question.” Su Xin shook his head as he said calmly.


 Shi Yuan fearfully looked at Su Xing: “What holy land do you come from…even being able to solve this sort of mechanism.” Recalling right now about the M?bius Strip and the psychological suggestion things he spoke of, these were terms she had never heard of.


 “As long as you follow Young Master, you will discover Young Master is even greater than what you think.” Wu Xinjie said very ambiguously.


 “This Young Lady is actually a little tempted. Pity that the young master won’t favor Star Generals like us, right, Sister Suwen.” Shi Yuan placed both her hands against the back of her head, sticking out her towering chest as she stretched her body.


 An Suwen lightly smiled and went, “En.”


 “There isn’t any sort of favor or disfavor. I don’t like your Star Duels that much, either.” Su Xing shook his head, earnestly speaking.


 “Suddenly, I feel a bit envious of my sisters.” Hearing Su Xing’s words, Shi Yuan giggled.


 1. 癟嘴, that face people make when they are about to cry. ?


 2. That’s my boy, ( ?° ?? ?°) ?


 3. 秋波, also can mean amorous ?


 4. ( ?° ?? ?°) ?


 5. 魔比斯環 Literally M?bius Loop, but it isn’t really called that. ?


 6. She’s relieved that Su Xing isn’t completely taken yet, lol… ?
﻿Chapter 61: The Copper Man Puppet

 The ruins’ plaza released tremors that were like an earthquake’s. A massive fist blew a deep hole into the wall with a rumble, and Su Xing, Lin Yingmei and the others loudly dispersed as rubble violently shot out, filling the sky and splashing.


 A three zhang tall, its entire body made from copper, massive mechanical Machine Man swung its heavy fists. The sound of scraping metal resounded in this big of a cavern.


 A Copper Man Puppet!


 One of the Divine Machine Clan’s Ten Great Machine Arts, they did not think on this plaza there suddenly would be this terrifying mechanical doll. The destructive power of that fist perhaps would not be dared received directly by Nebula Stage Star Cultivators.


 The Copper Man Puppet guarding the outside of the shrine was awakened as they stepped inside the boundaries of the shrine. Because there was not anyone to control it, the Copper Man Puppet’s attacks were utterly crazy, seemingly adding more strength than it had done in the past.


 Wu Xinjie and An Suwen promptly evaded already while Su Xing and Lin Yingmei assumed the role of attracting the Copper Man Puppet’s attention. The Thief Star Shi Yuan was actually like a fish back in water among the attacks. While the Copper Man Puppet’s attack power was formidable, conversely, the speed was relatively sluggish. Her light movements body techniques were sufficient to sidestep away.


 “You guys hold off this Copper Man first. I’ll first go search out the things that controls this Copper Man.” Shi Yuan yelled among her dodges. With a flip, she dropped onto the Copper Man Puppet’s arm. Then, she leapt and flashed across, thereby breaking through the Copper Man Puppet’s obstruction.


 The Copper Man Puppet had thought of turning around and attacking her, but Su Xing and Lin Yingmei’s attacks had already contained it.


 SFX: Resounding noise.


 The hardness of the Copper Man’s armor plating was far beyond expectations as artifacts could only pound tiny dents into it, which was not much at all.


 “You’d better be quick!”


 Su Xing said to himself.


 Its twinkling pair of red eyes swept around, and the Copper Man Puppet slowly turned to face Su Xing’s direction. The ear-piercing sound of metallic scraping violently resounded as it already stepped over with large strides. Its tremendous body possessed a frightening weight with every step causing the earth to shake. This cavern’s rocks were shook down, clattering, almost as if it collapse at any time.


 “Will something happen to the young master?” An Suwen anxiously asked.


 Wu Xinjie broke into laughter, feeling that the Efficacious Star was more concerned than herself was: “Lin Chong is here, so nothing will happen. However, I truly did not think that this place would even have a Copper Man Puppet.”


 The “Firebolt Sword’s” fire-lightning was only slightly obstructing the Copper Man Puppet’s pace, and the explosive lightning-fire merely gave rise to a depression, almost like scratching an itch. Seeing the artifact’s attack, Su Xing again tried to use close quarters attacks, which was also a completely lacking method.


 His expression was completely cold. Su Xing had a kind of helpless feeling against this sort of extremely hard mechanical doll. It was not the same as fighting a Star Cultivator. This Copper Man Puppet’s exoskeleton had been refined with steel rebar-like bones; ordinary magic power basically was incapable of penetrating it.


 It practically was an exceedingly hard to chew bone.


 The sound of a touch.


 Lin Yingmei blocked with her spear horizontally, directly resisting the Copper Man Puppet’s heavy fist. The Majestic Star’s face did not change expressions as the ground beneath her feet split into cracks in an instant. A strong whirlwind gave Su Xing no choice but to retreat a few steps. Seemingly like a fiery star soaring through the air, by means of the immense recoil, she had already fiercely rushed upwards.


 The powerful strength brought with it an extreme speed, and the spear light transformed into a cold line shooting straight up.


 Ignoring the Copper Man Puppet’s immense oppressive feeling, Lin Yingmei’s eyes shot forth a cold light. The Arctic Star Spear stabbed onto the Copper Man Puppet’s knee with a thrust.


 SFX: Resounding noise.


 The Destined Star Weapon unexpectedly also could not make contact. This made Lin Yingmei somewhat surprised, but the girl’s attack was not ineffective. The spear point’s force could not penetrate the Copper Man’s defenses, but actually, this Copper Man Puppet staggered backwards as it fell back towards the rear. During its retreating footfalls, the entire earth just seemed to be in an earthquake, incessantly shaking and rolling out chunks of mud.


 The Copper Man Puppet’s retreat rapidly halted, and its enormous hardly even received any damage. Rocking its lower body, it again proceed to start approaching towards Lin Yingmei.


 The sound of that huge body’s insides moving became even more loud and clear, making anyone’s hair stand on end.


 An Suwen at the rear definitely was not like Wu Xinjie showing such calmness. Seeing even the Panther Head Lin Chong unable to penetrate the Copper Man Puppet’s obstruction, she actually was very worried.


 “How is it?” Su Xing asked from within the storm raised by the Copper Man Puppet.


 Lin Yingmei’s hair floated, her windbreaker style skirt moving to and fro in the wind. She nodded: “Killing it is not a problem.”


 “Shi Yuan said we needed to hold it off. Let’s see first what she’ll do.” Su Xing replied. “Let’s go together!”


 Under An Suwen’s gaze, Su Xing and Lin Yingmei once again faced off against that Copper Man Puppet, attacking like a meteor catching up with the moon. [1] The expression upon her face was conspicuously relaxed.


 Within the ear-piercing noise, a massive fist already ruthlessly crushed towards Su Xing. The immense wind pressure even made Su Xing’s short hair perk up. The surrounding dust had been immediately blown in every direction and rose upwards, showing the blow’s formidable might. Its speed unexpectedly was faster by a degree, directly booming before Su Xing’s eyes.


 An Suwen’s heart had suddenly been seized tight.


 SFX: Bang!!


 The cavern shook violently as if there was an earthquake. Inside the pervasive dust and smoke, a shield blocking Su Xing’s front had obstructed this fist of the Copper Man Puppet.


 The Shark Scale Shield had been severely damaged in the Flower Dragon Hall by the Blooming Water Dragon. These days, it barely recovered by a bit, but the Copper Man Puppet’s fist was truly difficult to endure. The High Grade Artifact was simply on the verge of collapse, almost making Su Xing vomit blood. He promptly hastened through seals, and the Shark Claw Hook directly grappled the Copper Man Puppet’s arm. Following along that hook that was like a swing, it pulled Lin Yingmei in order for her to move up.


 The girl seized the opportunity to leap up several dozen zhang. The Majestic Star clutched her cold spear, a cold light flowing everywhere. This time, she condensed her Star Energy into the spear, aiming it at the Copper Man Puppet’s weakest neck location.


 Just at this moment, from the air sounded out a quick and skillful incantation.


 “Transform to my shape, for the sake of my use, Heaven and Earth of the Universe, I order you, golden body, return!!”


 The Copper Man Puppet’s two eyes abruptly extinguished, and then its body inexplicably disappeared into thin air.


 Lin Yingmei went blank, her attack falling into empty space. She backwards into the air, floating downwards and landing on the ground. Su Xing also descended to the ground, looking with Lin Yingmei at each other in dismay. How could such a large doll disappear when told to.


 “Xinjie said that nothing would happen. Lin Yingmei can oppose this kind of mechanism with enough to spare.” Wu Xinjie smiled at An Suwen and walked up afterwards.


 Shi Yuan wiped her cold sweat with a sigh. Powerlessly looking at Su Xing and Lin Yingmei: “This Copper Man was almost ruined by you two.”


 “You received it?” Shi Yuan’s hand now had in it a copper colored small banner. An array was carved onto the banner; just now, it was Shi Yuan reading an incantation and driving the small banner that this Copper Man would disappear.


 Shi Yuan smiled craftily: “A Copper Man Puppet without Divine Intent controlling it, with such a prize, this Young Lady not receiving it would be too unfortunate…” She shook the banner in her hand, and a gold colored light subsequently appeared before her eyes. That Copper Man Puppet again stood straight on the plaza; the difference was that it was already being controlled by the Thief Star’s Divine Intent.


 “Little Sister Shi Yuan truly picked up a great convenience” Wu Xinjie giggled.


 Su Xing also indifferently smiled.


 Soon after, the Thief Star continuously received three more Copper Man Puppets. Her way of subduing them was very simple. When these Copper Man Puppets were manufactured, they necessarily had a “Puppet Banner” control. Shi Yuan merely found these Puppet Banners and carved down her own Divine Intent to finish. It was seriously very easy, and with no effort at all, she possessed four powerful Copper Man Puppets.


 As for Su Xing and Lin Yingmei’s assumed mission to stop these Copper Man Puppets, even if Su Xing wanted to receive on for testing, in the field of searching for a Puppet Banner, compared with the Thief Star’s that sort of excellent item search and stealing methods, he could only have no alternative but to look at the thief and sigh.


 1. 流星趕月 ?
﻿Chapter 62: The Mo Attack Mechanism Records

 Passing the plaza, soon afterwards was the Mo Clan Ruins’ terminus, a spectacular hall.


 Originally, Su Xing had thought the very end would definitely still have some even more extreme mechanism waiting for them. However, it seemed that his worry was unnecessary. Perhaps the Mo Clan really had too much confidence in the twin insurances of that “Great Corridor” and “Copper Man Puppet,” for the final hall had its door pushed open as easily as blowing off dust.
𝒇𝓻𝓮𝓮𝙬𝙚𝒃𝒏𝓸𝙫𝒆𝙡.𝓬𝓸𝒎

 Inside was an immense room with not a single thing in sight. Surveying what they saw, it was clean except for dust.


 However, this was not the first time Su Xing saw this kind of puzzle. His first reaction was that this empty and bankrupt hall had an oddity, and he spoke his opinion. The Thief Star Flea on a Drum’s face revealed a strange smile; she had also thought of this.


 “You underlings just wait here for this Young Lady to triumphantly return with her arms filled with loot.” Shi Yuan was full of confidence.


 An Suwen was puzzled and could not understand: “This place looks like it doesn’t have anything at all.”


 “I’m afraid that some mechanism may be concealed here as well.” Wu Xinjie guessed. It was just that if that was true, this would make things more difficult. The room was excessively huge without a single decoration.


 The Knowledge Star only just thought of stepping in and entering when Shi Yuan shouted: “Stay still!”


 “What now?” Wu Xinjie’s leg was suspended in midair before she drew it back.


 “This place has a trap. It will suffice for you to wait here for this Young Lady.” Shi Yuan wrinkled her nose; it did not seem she was joking.


 Knowing the power of the Thief Star’s Stealing Arts, the Knowledge Star did not retort. “Only not meeting unexpected failure is good.”


 “Hee, hee.”


 Shi Yuan entered suddenly with a big stride forward, and it was just when she stepped into the hall that they heard a crashing din akin to a torrential downpour. The room’s floor unexpectedly and inconceivably fell downwards, as if the entire room was suspended above the Nine Hells.


 The falling slab dazzlingly rose then fell again and again such that it was difficult to discern whether this was reality or an illusion. If one was slightly careless, then possibly they could lose their footing and fall into the Nine Hells, an end that perhaps was not any better.


 “Falling Soul Pool Array!” [1]


 Wu Xinjie was surprised, having not thought the final mechanism unexpectedly contained a powerful array; this array would make intruders stay above the Nine Hells as the floor would move up and down like an illusion. After, within the blink of an eye, the final form was the “Falling Soul Pool.” In case an intruder was above the Falling Soul Pool, then that truly was tantamount to escaping from within a calamity.


 The only way out was precisely to find the proper pedal.


 Su Xing’s expression changed. This mechanism was terrifying, and he was unable to take his eyes off Shi Yuan. The girl withdrew her frivolous attitude; at this moment, her expression was grave and stern. They did not dare to take a big breath.


 “Why doesn’t Little Sister Shi Yuan hurry and rush past it?” An Suwen asked nervously.


 “Since this sort of mixed array mechanism could be established in this place, then it definitely would not give intruders the time to get through.” Su Xing said.


 Shi Yuan was evidently fully aware of this point. The room’s floor rapid disappearance arose, and it was at this time that the Thief Star’s figure flashed. In the blink of an eye, a pitch-black abyss then appeared in the room. Shi Yuan luckily stood atop a slab of rock.


 Wu Xinjie could not help but cry out in surprise, for this was truly too dangerous.


 Shi Yuan broke into a smiling expression and even very leisurely waved her hand.


 After a brief moment, the Falling Soul Pool continued to move. Shi Yuan’s figure hid, and at that disappearing and reappearing floor, she used a perfect stance to push through. With eyes like swift lightning, steps like a shooting star, and another fleeting moment, the abyss once again took shape. Shi Yuan also found another safe rock


 Su Xing could not help but admire her. Proving herself the Thief Star, her posture was nimble, her judgment of opportunities not fussy, and her timing did not stir up any traps. Su Xing took note that the room’s two sides had countless holes; perhaps these would shoot out thousands of arrows all at once.


 Shi Yuan was inside the Falling Soul Pool Array, relying on every change to slowly move forward. Looking around, she had already crossed half the room.


 An Suwen’s heart had risen to her throat. She could not help but grasp firmly Su Xing’s hand. [2] Seeing her this nervous, Wu Xinjie comforted her: “Little Sister Suwen, there is no need to be this worried. The Falling Soul Pool Array is only an array to trap people. There won’t be any sort of injuries. If Shi Qian was truly trapped, we only need to fish her up.”


 “But we have to pass through this mechanism all the same, right?”


 “Hee hee, our Young Master doesn’t fear this at all.”


 Su Xing nodded and answered. Actually, his heart did not have much confidence. The Mo Clan’s sophisticated minds designed the three mechanisms “Great Corridor,” “Copper Man Puppet,” and the Falling Soul Pool. If it was not for his happening to know a bit about the M?bius Strip, or the Thief Star’s incomparable Stealing Arts, the result perhaps was indeed hard to say.


 “Looks like Shi Yuan going to steal the Blooming Water Divine Thunder True Technique definitely would not have problems.” Wu Xinjie smiled.


 Needless to say, in a moment, the Thief Star soon afterwards hopped onto that platform. The Falling Mixing Pool Array [3] then immediately disappeared. Shi Yuan searched for a moment atop that several square meter platform, and it was not long that she used her hand to press a slate. Hearing the sound of rocks loosening, it seemed she found a secret compartment. Shi Yuan then took from inside the secret compartment a dark gold box, carefully scrutinizing it some. Showing a perfectly satisfied expression, it seemed she had already found the item she was seeking.


 Then, throwing it towards her Astral Gem, Shi Yuan also saw two black banners in the vicinity. These ought to be the flags manipulating the array. Shi Yuan snorted, and releasing her Hoodwinking Flying Claws, she broke apart the Array Banners.


 The Falling Soul Pool stopped.


 Boom.


 The inside of the room suddenly released a trembling noise. Su Xing looked, and damn, from that room’s densely packed holes resounded “cong.” “Let’s hurry and leave!” He immediately said.


 Wu Xinjie and An Suwen very quickly withdrew from the room.


 Tens of thousands of sharp swords shot over like a torrential rain.


 Shi Yuan leapt and spun, her Hoodwinking Flying Claws cut out an arc that deflected the attacking swords. Su Xing struck a hand seal, releasing the Shark Scale Shield to help protect her body. Lin Yingmei also had her cold spear in hand, chopping forth a spear light that swept apart the attacking swords. Those ten thousand sharp swords seemed vicious, but a Star Maiden would not see it as posing a threat. Very quickly, Shi Yuan returned to Su Xing’s side, and the three people individually retreated.


 Sitting atop the plaza, Shi Yuan wiped her fragrant perspiration and laughed mightily.


 “Just what did you come to the Mo Clan to find? Why is there this powerful array mechanism?” Wu Xinjie frowned. She was thinking the same as Su Xing; these three mechanisms basically could not be crossed if other people were substituted.


 “Of course it was this.”


 The dark gold box appeared upon Shi Yuan’s hand. Five old characters, “Mo Attack Mechanism Records,” [4] were bold and powerful. The box also had a small mechanism, but Shi Yuan very effortlessly solved and opened it. Inside was a black colored strip of jade.


 “Mo Attack Mechanism Records?”


 Shi Yuan nodded: “It recorded many of the Mo Clan’s powerful mechanisms.”


 Wu Xinjie exposed a “As expected, you want to manufacture Mechanical Beasts” expression. Thinking about it made it obvious; for the average fighting strength Thief Star that wanted to protect herself in a Star Duel, the best way was to expand her own strength. Controlling Mechanical Beasts was a wise choice, but the Knowledge Star only felt that this was merely a cup of water on a burning cart, [5] nothing more. When in the future, a few Star Generals increased their cultivation alongside their contractor’s, when Star Energy increasingly strengthened, a few more Mechanical Beasts would be meaningless. Of course, using these Mechanical Beasts to bully Star Cultivators was still quite satisfying.


 “Since you found it, let’s leave this place first, then.” Seeing Shi Yuan having obtained what she sought, Su Xing very much looked forward to the Blooming Water Divine Thunder True Technique.


 “The Young Master’s matter, you won’t regret this?” Lin Yingmei said.


 Shi Yuan patted her chest: “This Young Lady remarks, a team of four horses is hard to chase!”


 Author’s Note:


 It came late…what I said truly is coincidental. As I was writing this book, I saw an illustration of a woman turning into seashore. The Lin Chong inside was really handsome, just like the Lin Yingmei I imagined. I’ll change the cover and see.


 1. 墜魂淵法陣 ?


 2. Aww ?


 3. Don’t know why this was here in the raw. ?


 4. 墨攻機關錄 ?


 5. 杯水車薪 ?
﻿Chapter 63: The “Devil Star” Giant in the Clouds

 Emerging from the Mo Clan ruins, the time of day was already dusk.


 “Tomorrow I will help you steal that Blooming Water Divine Thunder thing.” The Thief Star’s mood was very good.


 Su Xing’s party of people was just about to descend the mountain when, at this time, they saw an unidentified, long-haired man sitting upon a large rock not far from the entrance. Seeing Su Xing and the others, his eyes exposed a trace of alarm. He rose with his eyes squinting and smiling as a golden armored short coat and long skirted [1] girl jumped down from atop a tree, standing beside the man. That pair of firm and chilling pupils was brimming with a lion’s pride.


 One look was enough to see they were not ordinary people.


 Shi Yuan and the others’ discussing voices gradually ceased. Lin Yingmei kept close to Su Xing, staring at that golden armored girl, showing a cautious expression.


 “At last, you’ve come out, your acquaintance is Gong Xu!” The man squinted and smiled as he introduced himself, his eyes indistinctly glancing at Shi Qian.


 This subtle action was revealed within Su Xing’s eyes; this man looked to be here for the Thief Star. Surreptitiously giving Wu Xinjie a few words and making Shi Yuan a bit nervous, he said with a smile on his face: “Is something the matter?”


 “The Star General is you, isn’t it?” The golden armored girl stared at Lin Yingmei, advancing forwards a few steps. Waving her empty hand, a golden light flashed, followed by a long sword with a Buddhist swastika appearing in her hand. The girl’s forehead twinkled a light yellow Astral Crest. As expected, she was a Star General!


 “Vajra’s Evil Smiting Sword!!” [2]
𝒇𝒓𝙚𝒆𝔀𝓮𝓫𝒏𝓸𝙫𝓮𝓵.𝓬𝙤𝙢

 Shi Yuan shouted.


 “It’s the Devil Star, Giant in the Clouds Song Wan!!” [3]


 “Since we’re all Star Masters, wouldn’t it be better to let us enter a Star Duel with this matchup?” Gong Xu beamed from ear to ear.


 “Must we fight?” Su Xing knitted his brow.


 Gong Xu nodded his head. The Devil Star Giant in the Clouds evoked a slightly provoking smile, already approaching on the attack with meteoric strides. How could Lin Yingmei be courteous; the Arctic Star Spear revealed its point, fighting at a fast pace with that Vajra’s Evil Smiting Sword.


 Su Xing was secretly on the alert but discovered this Nebula Late Stage Star Master Gong Xu, standing motionless at his original spot with a smiling face similar to a Buddha’s, had not the least bit of intent to act, just watching calmly as his Star General and Lin Chong dueled together. Generally speaking, killing a Star Master in a Star Duel always was more convenient than killing a Star General. Seeing him staying his hand, Su Xing also did not make move..


 As far as Lin Yingmei was concerned, he still had much confidence in her.


 The Arctic Star Spear suddenly thrusted, just like a “hot knife through butter,” and Song Wan raised her Vajra’s Sword horizontally to block. Su Xing inwardly said that she was still truly naive. Relying on Lin Yingmei’s strength, this spear absolutely could repel her, and soon, the follow up killing moves could easily make her receive injuries.


 SFX: Clang clank!!


 The spear point directly stabbed onto the Vajra’s Sword but firmly blocked Lin Yingmei’s full power thrust without breaking. The Giant in the Clouds cruelly smiled, suddenly lunging forward with her sword slashing horizontally, actually jolting away Lin Yingmei three chi. [4]


 “Arctic Star Spear. Surprisingly, it’s Lin Chong!! Ha, ha, ha, ha…” The young girl howled with laughter.


 The tranquil Gong Xu also abruptly changed expressions: “What, that is the Majestic Star, the Panther Head?”


 “Heh, heh. I never thought that Lin Chong unexpectedly would also sign a contract. This is indeed unprecedented.” Song Wan grasped her sword with one hand. Upon the side of the Vajra’s Sword flashed a golden colored starlight.


 “Lin Chong, be careful. That Vajra’s Sword is already a One Star Destined Weapon.” Wu Xinjie said gravely.


 So that was the Star Generals’ sought after Star Graded Star Weapon? Su Xing secretly sized it up in a glance.


 The Knowledge Star used her Huangjie Magic–”Think Then Act.” Her eyes sent out a radiant light, and immediately, the Devil Star’s battle strength level and realm was revealed without doubt. What Wu Xinjie did not expect was that the Devil Star had already entered “Heavenly Clothes.” [5]


 “It’s a Heavenly Clothes Realm Earthly Star.” Wu Xinjie warned. “Be careful of her Huangjie Tactics!!”


 Based on the Star Generals’ own fighting capabilities, it was altogether divided into the seven realms, “Heartbeat, Heavenly Clothes, Thousand Militaries, Ten Thousand Techniques, Matchless, Extreme Realm and True Phoenix.” [6] Although the Devil Star was only a Heavenly Clothes, which was slightly inferior to Lin Yingmei’s Thousand Militaries, possessing a One Star Destined Star Weapon meant that in terms of power, she was not the least bit inferior to Lin Yingmei.


 Lin Yingmei nodded her head, her expression unchanged.


 “Even if you are Lin Chong, I’ll still make you dead!” The Giant in the Clouds’ arm raised her Vajra’s Sword behind her, and countless “卍” [7] symbols radiated forth from the Vajra’s Sword. The sword light warped just like a Buddhist mantra; it was obvious she was preparing to use her Huangjie Sword Stroke.


 Lin Yingmei immediately broke off her attack.


 A golden light suddenly shot towards the young girl, and Lin Yingmei blocked with her spear point. That gold light abruptly scattered in midair. “Go!!” and Gong Xu no longer dared to watch with folded arms, immediately taking action. A golden flying sword transformed into a large, golden threaded net that rushed to go cover up Lin Yingmei.


 Fire-lightning shot onto the net with a boom, bringing it down; it happened to be Su Xing’s Firebolt Sword. Su Xing effortlessly raised it, and the sword turned into fire-lightning that flew towards Song Wan. At this time, the Star Maiden’s and Star Master’s contractual superiority manifested. Gong Xu formed hand seals, and the Astral Crest on her forehead immediately flickered. Obtaining her contractor’s Star Energy that he imparted, the Giant in the Clouds Song Wan’s Huangjie Sword Technique then rapidly shot out.


 “Great Wisdom King Cleave!!” [8]


 The young girl coldly shouted, and the Vajra’s Sword seemed to play the song of ten thousand Buddhas. As the sword pierced through, a grand and imposing sword qi from the sword linked together with the entire Grindstone Mountain.


 Lin Yingmei defended with her spear, and Su Xing called out the Shark Scale Shield.


 The deep and resounding sword qi directly exploded on the High Grade Artifact Shark Scale Shield, and Su Xing immediately felt his throat fill with blood. The Devil Star smiled a savage and toothy grin. After thrusting with Great Wisdom King Cleave, she seized the opportunity to launch an attack, suddenly arriving before Su Xing’s eyes. The Vajra’s Sword slashed and shattered the already spent Shark Scale Shield, [9] and a cold light stabbed towards Su Xing’s stomach.


 Su Xing did not hide the hand seals he formed, and the Firebolt Sword shot out at the same time.


 With a delicate cry, the Giant in the Clouds heavily suffered Heavenly Lightning tremors one after another as she flew several dozens of meters away. Su Xing did not fare as well, for an acute pain washed over from his stomach. The Golden Thread Fish Scale Armor had been unexpectedly punctured open.


 Just as Song Wan was being shaken back, a figure flew out. It was Lin Yingmei, raising her spear and sweeping it over.


 The Devil Star had her own Star Master, though. Gong Xu shot two golden wheels that pincered from the left and right, obstructing Lin Yingmei’s sudden stab. Subsequently, mobilizing his Star Energy, the shot down golden net once again took to the skies. Lin Yingmei’s feet stepped on the two golden wheels, somersaulting backwards to avoid the golden net.


 “Accept death!!”


 Gong Xu all of a sudden blew a long whistle, letting the thousand Machine Disciples that lay in wait in advance seize the opportunity to attack Lin Chong.


 Dozens of cold lights flew out from within the forest, but they flew towards him. Upon seeing this, Gong Xu hastily emitted Star Energy, blocking those flying needles. These flying needles were not ordinary artifacts. Gong Xu saw the opportunity to raise his sleeve, and a Mechanical Bird flew out and blocked all of those flying needles. (TLN: Can you guys guess who fired these needles?)


 “Elder Brother Gong Yang, what’s happening?”


 Both Gong Xu and Song Wan were alarmed.


 The forest loudly collapsed as two immense Copper Men trampled recklessly in the woods. Those Mechanical Beasts that were ready to ambush had been stepped on and shattered. The thousand Machine disciples underneath the Copper Men also fled and dispersed in every direction. Ordinary artifacts completely did not have any way of penetrating the Copper Men’s defenses.


 Copper Man Puppets!


 How could she have this sort of puppet!


 “Brother, our ambush had been detected.”


 Gong Yang ran before him, battered and exhausted.


 “Heh heh, playing ambush in front of I, the Knowledge Star, is a bit too naive.”


 Wu Xinjie stood on a Copper Man Puppet’s shoulder, smiling coldly. On the other side, the Thief Star Shi Yuan was currently mobilizing the Puppet Flags. The four Copper Man Puppets caught these troops lying in wait for an ambush unprepared; the Thousand Machine Gang’s casualties were disastrous.


 “You!!”


 Gong Xu went blank. Discovering that the young girls that originally should have been standing in front of him were already gone, it was clear the opposition was insulting the Great Wisdom King Cleave’s might by conducting a stealthy flank to behind them.


 “The Knowledge Star!! Impossible!!”


 Gong Xu stared at Su Xing, stunned. Unexpectedly, it was two top-notch Star Generals at his side. “Just what kind of person are you?” [10]


 Turning his eyes, the Thousand Machine Gang’s superiority was completely obliterated.


 Gong Xu said angrily: “Jia’er, you go impede Lin Chong. I and Elder Brother will get rid of her master.”


 “En.”


 The Devil Star Song Jia once again raised the Vajra’s Sword. A sword light rippled, and ten thousand words altogether cried out. Again, it was a Great Wisdom King Cleave that separated Lin Yingmei and Su Xing.


 “Don’t mind me!”


 Su Xing left this phrase and pulled Silver Blade’s trigger.


 Six Thunder Fire Bullets exited the barrel, launching in succession with whooshes. Gong Xu and Gong Yang waved their sleeves and blew away the Thunder Fire Bullets. Against Nebula Late Stage Star Cultivators, the Thunder Fire Bullets could only interfere with them for a moment, but this precisely was the result Su Xing wanted.


 Availing himself that number of seconds, Su Xing had already used the Chaotic Tail Escape. Fleeing in a flash to the front of Gong Xu, Su Xing stabbed Silver Blade towards him. Against two Nebula Late Stage cultivators, no matter how much more confidence he had, Su Xing knew that joining together artifacts had absolutely no odds of success. His only solution was to get close to them and obstruct their use of artifacts in order to handle them. For this reason, Su Xing even let himself be injured to easily use the Chaotic Tail Escape.


 Gong Xu was greatly startled. How could he anticipate that Su Xing would be so brazen, going so far as to dare take on two Nebula Late Stage Star Cultivators by himself. However, his Divine Intent was still extremely dauntless, practically already sensing Su Xing when he escaped here. His body immediately ducked to evade, and Silver Blade directly penetrated into his shoulder. Gong Xu waved a palm and used Nebula Late Stage Star Energy to slap Su Xing dead.


 The moment his fingers parted, the Golden Thread Fish Scale Armor firmly blocked his palm energy, and Su Xing sent him flying with a kick.


 A ripping, cold wind poured into his ear. Thinking was not needed to know that Gong Yang already grasped that opportunity to attack; Su Xing was not looking at all. Raising his left arm, several sharp blades penetrated Su Xing’s arm, but Su Xing’s brow did not wrinkle at all. Taking advantage of a sidestep, he fired his last three Thunder Fire Bullets. At this close of a range, the Thunder Fire Bullet’s power passed through the barrel


 Gong Yang’s defenses conveniently broke, and then feinting with his right hand, his left hand holding Silver Blade took the opportunity to rub Gong Yang’s neck.


 “Ah!!!”


 Gong Yang covered his neck, exposing an unimaginable expression. Fresh blood gurgled out from between the cracks of his fingers, dyeing his whole body red. He opened his mouth wide, spitting out a mouthful of fresh blood. An ark appeared; he still thought of boarding the ark to escape. However, a Copper Man Puppet’s fist rumbled towards him and immediately crushed Gong Yang to death.


 “Elder Brother Gong Yang!!” Gong Xu wrathfully shouted. He had not thought that Gong Yang unexpectedly would be killed off by Su Xing in a short instant.


 He had no time to vent his feelings, though. Su Xing’s Silver Blade that was smeared with blood was already stabbing towards him.


 “Su Xing’s not doing too shabby. I’m surprised he got rid of a Nebula Late Stage Cultivator.” Shi Yuan praised.


 “Possessing the Majestic Star’s mark, if it’s in close quarters, it definitely is not something that an ordinary Star Cultivator can block.” Wu Xinjie pridefully said.


 “What is that silver artifact? It’s a very odd thing; it’s a blade yet it is also a crossbow.”


 SFX: Boom


 “Little Sister, be careful.” An Suwen said.


 A Copper Man Puppet suffered extreme damage under the Thousand Machine Gang disciples’ Mechanical Beasts’ attack. Shi Yuan definitely loved it dearly, for she hastily raised a Puppet Flag and recalled that Copper Man Puppet. The other two Copper Man Puppets began to sweep clean the rest of the Thousand Machine Gang disciples.


 “You bunch of mixed soldiers certainly must not disturb the Star Masters’ fight.”


 The Thief Star giggled, admiring while full of implications.


 In any case, it looked like Lin Yingmei and Su Xing handling that Devil Star’s Star Master should not turn into a problem.


 “Great Wisdom King Cleave!!” [11]


 With sword qi that was like a rainbow, the Devil Star Song Jia stabbed, and once again, brought out an impossible to resist sword light that beat Lin Yingmei back. However, it could not bring satisfactory harm to the Majestic Star.


 Lin Yingmei stood straight without falling. That Arctic Star Spear again resisted the Great Wisdom King Cleave.


 “Hmph, so this is the ‘Thousand Militaries Realm’ Majestic Star?” Song Jia already was not in the mood to pay attention to her Master’s battle. In her subconscious, she believed that her own Nebula Late Stage Master could handle a Nebula Early Stage without issue.


 Lin Yingmei did not speak much, her spear’s cold qi permeated the entire place, ice-cold to the bone.


 Just like a shooting star on a cold night, Lin Yingmei already attacked before her eyes. The Devil Star Song Jia’s Vajra’s Sword light linked into a resisting wall basically incapable of impeding Lin Yingmei’s pace. She did not care in the slightest that the Giant in the Clouds’ weapon twinkled a Buddhist golden light.


 Panther Head Lin Chong raised her spear, a hurricane seemingly wrapped around it.


 A number of breaths had not passed when that hurricane directly arrived above the Devil Star. Following closely the restrained light, it exposed the girl’s soldierly figure. The eyes below her hair were like a dagger sticking into her heart, brimming with a forceful feeling of oppression.


 The spear suddenly stabbed, drawing an ice-cold line in the air.


 In their silence, Song Jia was even unable to see clearly Lin Yingmei’s thrusting action; a dazzling tip already appeared in the air.


 A sharp and clear technique chant!


 The One Star Destined Weapon blocked Lin Yingmei’s stab, then a second time, a third. Her spear technique was unending and continuous, increasingly thick. Even if her weapon had ascended to One Star rank, just where did the gap in each side’s strengths swing. Regarding responsiveness and battle capabilities, how could the “Heavenly Clothes” Devil Star be compared to the “Thousand Militaries” Lin Yingmei. The spear point finally pierced through Song Jia’s Vajra’s Sword, and in passing, also stabbed through the girl’s shoulder.


 “Damned Lin Chong!!” The Devil Star Giant in the Clouds’ expression was unsightly to the extreme. The Vajra’s Sword abruptly warped a golden light, and the girl angrily shouted, “Great Wisdom King Cleave!!”


 A golden light exited the tip, turning into a severe storm.


 Lin Yingmei pulled out her spear and once again took a defensive posture, knowing the Devil Star would take advantage of the Great Wisdom King Cleave to launch a sneak attack. Quickly stepping back, she averted having her weak point being grasped.


 How could she have anticipated that this time, the Devil Star had fundamentally not hit a snag. After she used the Great Wisdom King Cleave, it did not occur that she would turn her body, and rush towards Su Xing.


 Not good!!


 The currently spectating Knowledge Star slightly changed, her hand clutching a talisman as she jumped down.


 How could she expect that the Devil Star was only brandishing the Vajra’s Sword to beat back Su XIng’s attack. Dragging her already master who was already unable to hold his ground: “Let’s leave quickly!!”


 Gong Xu also knew that this time, they had run into a genuine Fiend Star, fleeing on his flying sword.


 Immediately transforming into a golden light and rushing straight through the skies, they ran.


 “Truly worthless, they unexpectedly ran.” The Thief Star Shi Yuan sat on the puppet, roaring with laughter: “Are all Star Duels this hilarious?


 An Suwen shook her head, nimbly floating down.


 “Young master, you’re injured.”


 The Divine Physician said anxiously.


 1. 衫裙 ?


 2. 金剛伏魔劍 ?


 3. 地魔星雲里金剛宋萬 ?


 4. 尺 ?


 5. 天衣 ?


 6. 心動，天衣，千軍，萬法，無雙，極境和真鳳 ?


 7. Not the Nazi swastika, the traditional Asian swastika. ?


 8. 大明王破 ?


 9. A salute to a brave artifact. You shall be missed. On the other hand, Su Xing needs to be court-martialed for his blatant abuse and neglect of equipment. ?


 10. And that was when he knew…he fucked up. ?


 11. Getting tired of the same attack… ?
﻿Chapter 64: The Temptation of Four Star Maidens

 “I’m fine.” Su Xing shook his head; he was already accustomed to this sort of injury. Looking at Lin Yingmei, the young girl shook her head, so she also did not have any major problems.


 After An Suwen bandaged Su Xing’s wounds, she also fully used “Spiritual Aura Distribution” to replenish Lin Yingmei’s strength. Firmly resisting a One Star Heavenly Weapon’s full power “Great Wisdom King Cleave” three times, even if she was so valiant, she still did not expend much strength.


 “Who were these people? It seems they already knew we were here beforehand?” The Efficacious Star said oddly.


 “It’s the Thousand Machine Gang. I’m afraid they came for Shi Qian.”


 Wu Xinjie walked over as she turned her head and threw a glance at Shi Yuan.


 “Me?” Shi Yuan blinked. The Thief Star promptly declared her innocence and drew the line: “This Young Lady certainly has never seen the Thousand Machine Gang, nor have I stolen anything from them.”


 “The Mo Attack Mechanism Records!” Wu Xinjie said: “The Thousand Machine Gang are also experts at using mechanisms. It seems they should be a branch of the Heavenly Machine Clan. Most likely, they wanted to exploit you and wrest the Mo Attack Mechanism Records away.” The Knowledge Star looked at those shattered mechanisms and vaguely guessed seventy, eight percent of the truth.


 With such a reminder, Shi Yuan actually recalled the reason why she took great interest in “Machine Arts” was exactly that she inadvertently heard other people’s discussions. Could it be said that the Thousand Machine deliberately arranged that?


 “It indeed serves them right. It was fortunate that Sister Wu Yong saw through their ambush.” Shi Yuan giggled.


 Wu Xinjie very easily saw through this ambush. Put another way, anybody would feel that a Star Master waiting in front of them declaring that he wanted a Star Duel was strange. Additionally, Gong Xu said he wanted single combat; the Knowledge Star suspected and sensed that Gong Xu definitely was alone to draw out the Star Generals, and then exploit the opportunity to kill them whilst they were unprepared. If they really did let him reach his objective, that result indeed was a bit not too encouraging.


 This also was regarded as Thousand Machine Gang’s bad luck. Without even mentioning an encounter with four Star Generals, there were still the top ten ranked Knowledge Star and Majestic Star.


 “I did not think that even the Devil Star’s Vajra’s Sword was refined into One Star.” Wu Xinjie paid even more mind to this. Since the Star Duels already had more than three years, the other Star Maidens’ Star Weapons also should more or less have finished refining the first Star.


 “Only seizing the moment to find Relic Blade Sand will do.” Su Xing deeply held the same feeling. If it was not for the Vajra’s Sword advancing to One Star, Lin Yingmei would not have to fight around. It seemed they could not put off this “Star Weapon Refinement.”


 “Relic Blade Sand?” Shi Yuan exclaimed: “Sister Lin Chong is preparing to use Relic Blade Sand as One Star material?” Thinking it over once again, Lin Chong acted as one of Maiden Mountain’s supreme generals. Star Weapon Refinement naturally needed to use supreme materials.


 “Bian City [1] reportedly has a business workshop market. When the time comes, let’s go there and look.” Su Xing thought of the Relic Blade Sand originally inside the Kunwu Ancient Monument taken by L’il Er and had a pang of regret.


 “En.”


 Su Xing walked before Gong Yang’s corpse. This bastard died rather miserably, smashed into a pulp by a Copper Man Puppet’s fist. Surprisingly, that wooden boat was still in good condition, and searching with his Divine Intent, this unexpectedly was the Supreme Grade Artifact, “Wind Swayed Raft.” A Splashing Fire Talisman eliminated the corpse, and that Astral Bag was rolled over. It was as Wu Xinjie guessed, for the Thousand Machine Gang definitely were experts in the Machine Arts. The inside of the Astral Bag mostly were several manufactured mechanisms, puppet materials, “Scholar Tree Golden Wood,” [2] “Black Iron Wood,” [3] and innumerable “Heavy Cloud Tunics.” There were also several hundred blank Puppet Flags and a few not yet used mechanisms and such; it actually pitifully lacked artifacts.


 Besides the attacking flying sword necessary to Star Cultivators, Su Xing also discovered two “Gold Tooth Machine Disks” [4] and a “Heaven Concealing Parasol.” [5]


 It was obvious that if he truly had any first-rate artifacts, Su Xing would not have faced him that easily.


 The Machine Arts materials were useless if Su Xing held onto them, so he gave them to Shi Qian as remuneration.


 The sole item that let Su Xing feel there was an abundant harvest was that Wind Swayed Raft. It was a flight artifact; flight artifacts in Liangshan Continent were definitely rare. This Wind Swayed Raft seemed to be created by him linking mechanisms together. Although its speed was not very fast, as far as the not yet Nebula Late Stage Su Xing was concerned, this was equivalent to a convenient tool.


 “Should we go pursue the Devil Star?” Lin Yingmei said.


 “Forget about it, I’m afraid we won’t be able to chase them. Let’s leave first.”


 Su Xing carved his Divine Sight into the Wind Swayed Raft. Using his current Star Energy to operate this Supreme Grade Artifact, it could actually be achieved with great difficulty. The Wind Swayed Raft floated up, and with a strong and fierce wind [6], immediately transformed into an azure light that shot into the heavens. [7]


 In an unremarkable mountain forest.


 “Has he caught up yet?


 The Giant in the Clouds standing atop a tree shook her head.


 “This shame of Brother’s definitely must be reported!” Gong Xu gnashed his teeth. He had originally wanted to catch them off guard with an ambush, but he never thought it would be the opposite way around.


 “Your servant was unable to prevail over Lin Chong.” Song Jia said calmly. Thrice the Great Wisdom King Cleave was incapable of shaking up Lin Chong. The gap between them was slightly large, and this was even a contracted Majestic Star that was already sharing a portion of her Star Energy to give to her master. Killing Lin Chong’s master actually was the most effective method, but it currently seemed that that man was not to be trifled with.


 Gong Xu knew this point as well. For the sake of refining Song Jia’s Giant’s Blade into One Star, he could be considered as having emptied his pockets. Without powerful artifacts, a Nebula Late Stage’s superiority was completely unable to be manifested.


 “How could that person have four Star Generals?” Gong Xu could not understand. About the thin needles fired at him, if he was not mistaken, then these should be the Efficacious Star, the Divine Physician An Daoquan’s Destined Star Weapon “Child and Mother Linked Hearts Needles.” [8]


 Song Jia grunted, “Your servant assumes that man and Lin Chong signed a contract, and the rest of the Star Generals soon afterwards followed behind them, believing they can receive benefits for themselves.” The Devil Star’s face revealed a sneer, feeling those Maiden Mountain sisters of hers were actually too naive. They believed this would give them peace and quiet? Wait until the Star Duels final phase, then that man will inevitably abandon them for the “final condition.” The Devil Star was only too clear on this kind of selfish matter.


 Gong Xu pondered and agreed, otherwise, that abnormality of one man contracting four Star Generals was universally shocking. However, unexpectedly contracting the legendary Panther Head Lin Chong, this was truly inconceivable.


 “We need only dispose of Lin Chong, and then those three Star Generals will certainly become things in our pocket.” [9] Gong Xu showed his greed. Killing three Star Generals, especially in addition to this kind of fortuitous meeting with the Knowledge Star was rare to find.


 “That obstacle Lin Chong is definitely not easy to pass. Unless your servant’s Star Weapon is refined to Two Stars, then perhaps another battle is possible.” Song Jia warned. Although that was a super enticing cake, the price of eating it certainly would not be cheap. The Thousand Machine Gang disciples providing assistance this time nearly all exterminated served as a lesson; the Devil Star definitely did not want to complete a matter without odds of success.


 Gong Xu also realized this: “First, have sect members monitor them for the time being. I’ll return to pass this on to the sect leader. Seeing that Lin Chong’s master’s cultivation is only Nebula Early Stage, he should not have become an outlaw yet. This is the best opportunity to kill him, we just need the sect master to show his face, and, hm, hm, relying on the current Lin Chong, he will certainly die without doubt.”


 “The sect master is currently cultivating the ‘Divine Machine Nine Styles.’ Perhaps he will not easily show his face?” Song Jia shook her head.


 “I’ll try it. We only need to kill four Star Generals, and not only can we obtain the Mo Attack Treasure Box, we can also seize the opportunity to expand the Thousand Machine Gang. The sect master will understand the stakes in this.


 Song Jia thought about it and could only be convinced. She did not want to miss this chance, either. She only needed to kill four Star Generals, obtain their Star Energies, especially the Majestic Star and Knowledge Star’s Star Energy replenishment. Then, she could smoothly enter “Thousand Militaries,” and “Ten Thousand Methods” would not be too far. When the time came, even if she encountered the strongest general, the Strength Star, Jade Qilin Lu Junyi, she simply would have no fear at all.


 Author’s Note:


 True Phoenix Territory has been changed to Vermillion Bird


 The Star Maidens’ final realm, “True Phoenix” (真鳳) has been changed to “True Phoenix.” (真凰)


 1. 汴京 ?


 2. 槐金木 ?


 3. 玄鐵木 ?


 4. 齒金機關輪 ?


 5. 遮天傘 ?


 6. 罡風 In Daoism, these are astral winds. ?


 7. Now, all he needs is to use it to fix his jet. ?


 8. Su Xing, what sort of person are you to make the “can’t kill anyone” An Suwen suddenly sneak attack someone? I think we have an idea of who Su Xing’s #3 will be… ?


 9. Imagine the look on his face when he realizes Su Xing has or will contract with the four of them. ?
﻿Chapter 65: Refining Divine Thunder Ovum Water

 The Blooming Water Sword Sect, one of the Azure Dragon Territory’s Four Great Sword Sects.


 The school entrenched above the Heavenly River’s five Efficacious Summits was all of the Sword Sect disciples’ most proud achievement.


 The Heavenly River was looked upon as Liangshan Continent’s number one river. The river basin reached an area of ten million kilometers, cutting across the entire Liangshan Continent with countless tributaries. It originated from the “Nine Mountains of Immortals” of legend. With natural spiritual power in abundance, its Efficacious Mountain near the Heavenly River gave birth to countless schools and sects. It was land that Star Cultivators vied for viciously. [1]


 Furthermore, the Heavenly River flowing past the Rippling Wave Kingdom altogether had Nine Efficacious Summits. The Blooming Water Sword Sect conveniently occupied the five greatest of these; not being proud of this was out of the question.
𝒇𝒓𝒆𝒆𝙬𝒆𝒃𝓷𝒐𝓿𝙚𝙡.𝒄𝓸𝒎

 Actually, speaking of the Blooming Water Sword Sect’s founding, a hundred years had not yet passed. Being compared with the number three of the Great Sword Sects, “Extreme Winding Sword Sect,” [2] which had a thousand years since its founding, the geometric progression was indeed somewhat shameful.


 The chief of Blooming Water Sword Sect’s signature art could not possibly take it around on his person. This made the countless red-eyed Star Cultivators of the Blooming Water Divine Thunder True Technique desire the chance to steal it. Since relying on a true technique could substitute a school into the Four Great Sword Sects, thinking of cultivating this technique themselves to turn one into a Great Daoist [3] was not necessarily impossible.


 Consequently, anything concerning the Blooming Water Divine Thunder True Technique was guarded extremely tightly.


 The Blooming Water Divine Thunder True Technique had been put on the Blooming Water Sword Sect’s Blooming Water Hall on top of Overboard Peak [4]. Along the sides of the road, other than a hundred disciples standing guard, secret arrays, and mechanisms not low in number, the Blooming Water Hall’s surroundings incorporated a “Calamitous Thunder Evil Smiting Array.” In the event that they did not have the Head Minister’s permission to pass, if the intruders were not dead, then they would still have to abandon half their life.


 Along with the passing of a hundred years, the Star Cultivators that died on this road at Overboard Peak were not few in number. Nowadays, the defenses of Overboard Peak were actually increasingly relaxed.


 However, the Blooming Water Sword Sect would never have thought that, once again, someone had their eyes on the “Blooming Water Divine Thunder True Technique,” and this person was precisely Maiden Mountain’s brilliant and famous Best Thief Under Heaven, the “Thief Star” Flea on a Drum Shi Qian.


 The Flea on a Drum Shi Qian carefully slinked into the Blooming Water Sword Sect along the mountain path leading to Overboard Peak. Acting as a specialized thief avoiding the eyes and ears of people, she was very clear on these series of dangers as well as how she should avoid them.


 Within the views of the ordinary person, robbers liked to lead away a goat in passing under cover of the night. However, Shi Yuan was different; acting as the Best Thief Under Heaven, she never walked the ordinary road. Clear and bright under Heaven and Earth, the Thief Star easily passed through the Blooming Water Sword Sect’s outer mountain by means of that excellent sneaking and hiding technique.


 The Thief Star’s first Huangjie Magic, “Wordless and Uncommunicative,” [5] was a magic that made her heart have no distracting thoughts and removed her presence. The vast majority of Star Cultivators were unable to sense her. Even if she were to be behind you, you would not even know. It seemed that if it was used for assassinations, it would be a powerful ability. However, if Shi Yuan were to move for a kill, the silence would very easily be broken. Within a certain time period, it was unable to be used, thus, Shi Yuan was actually very content to take advantage of crises for gain inside the ruins. After all, “Wordless and Uncommunicative” handled a few arrays and mechanisms to great effect. Sometimes, intruding into the arrays and traps would not even stir them.


 Needless to say, in a short amount of time, Shi Yuan promptly passed by in front of the eyes of a hundred Blooming Water Sword Sect disciples and arrived at the vicinity of the Blooming Water Hall. Finding a hidden corner, Shi Yuan sized up the surrounding environment. This was caution a thief was required to take.


 The Blooming Water Hall had two Middle Stage Nebula Stage cultivators on guard, but this was only on the surface. Shi Yuan sensed within the darkness that there were additional people standing guard. The Blooming Water Hall had a Sword Sect Forbiddance, and Shi Yuan estimated that this forbiddance would not be difficult to break; it was just those guarding Star Cultivators that would not be easy to handle. Wordless and Uncommunicative could not achieve making other people turn a blind eye on you.


 As she was thinking, all of a sudden, the Blooming Water Hall doors opened.


 Three people walked out and heard the Star Cultivators guarding the door reverently and respectfully call out.


 “Headmaster!”


 “So that’s the Blooming Water Sword Sect current Headmaster, the Daoist Luo River [6]?” Watching that middle aged man of flat complexion, Shi Yuan recalled the information the Knowledge Star gave beforehand, that this Daoist Luo River attained Galaxy Late Stage. The two flanking him were a young man and young woman. The man’s expression was very respectful, but the girl was rather indifferent, seemingly not putting the headmaster in her eyes.


 “Seems to be a Star General?” Shi Yuan muttered.


 Suddenly, that girl violently glanced towards the place Shi Yuan was hiding at. The Thief Star was startled and immediately restrained her breathing.


 “Yao’er, what’s the matter?” Chen Zhonglin asked.


 Following her line of sight, several people saw an ordinary mountain rock. That Daoist Luo River pointed, and a jade light shot towards there. Not sensing anything peculiar, it subsequently returned.


 “Nothing, just somewhat tired.” Yao’er yawned.


 Chen Zhonglin helplessly looked at his headmaster.


 Daoist Luo River slightly smiled, walking while speaking: “Zhonglin, this time, the Sword Sect indeed completely values your capabilities in this time’s Star Duels. You definitely cannot be careless.”


 “Zhonglin is determined to go through water and tread on fire for the purpose of raising the Sword Sect’s prestige, without hesitation” Chen Zhonglin earnestly stated.


 “You have already memorized this Blooming Water Divine Thunder True Technique’s introductory chant?” Daoist Luo River nodded, pleased.


 “En. Zhonglin surely will do his best to cultivate this art. I won’t let the sect down.”


 As Chen Zhonglin declared his solemn vow, Yao’er dully interjected a phrase: “Compared to this, I want even more to quickly refine my Star Weapon to Two Star.”


 “Relic Blade Sand is truly too rare. A secluded ancestral master [7] already finished his training. I’m afraid we still need more time.” Daoist Luo River did not take offense to her attitude at all.


 “Oh, is that so?”


 “En. I’ve heard Bian City recently held an auction that turned up Relic Blade Sand. The ancestral master certainly will help you obtain it.” Daoist Luo River laughed loudly.


 Chen Zhonglin showed a happy expression. Sword Sect ancestral masters on average were all Supercluster Star Cultivators. This sort of cultivation placed within the Azure Dragon Territory could be considered front ranking. It seemed that an ancestral master taking action meant there was no problem refining to the second Star was not a problem.


 “Yao’er, I said you can just relax. Hm, hm, after this, even if we ran into Lin Chong, even she would know your might.” [8]


 “En.”


 The group gradually walked off far away, and Shi Yuan stretched her head forward, turning it towards the Blooming Water Hall. Her eyeballs rolled, suddenly exposing a crafty smile.


 …


 Su Xing sat in his bedroom, both legs crossed as he finished a day of cultivation. Exhaling a long breath, his Star Energy had yet to make great progress in Nebula Early Stage. The Chaotic Tail Escape and Heart Like Mirrors Techniques’ progression was also very slow. Hearing the Knowledge Star say that during the Star Duels, Star Masters would not spare anything to increase their own strength, besides advancing Star Energy, first-rate artifacts and even Astral Treasures and cultivation techniques were innumerable.


 The newcomer Su Xing, one, had no patrons, and two, lacked experience. So far he only had the “Chaotic Tail Escape” and the “Heart Like Mirrors Absolute Sincerity Soul Technique.” Although speaking of these two techniques that they could be counted as top-notch, not being able to increase his fighting capabilities was somewhat of a pity.


 Su Xing abruptly remembered the things he stole from the Heavenly River Sword School’s blue-clothed youth under the cover of an emergency at the Flower Dragon Cave. Conveniently turning things over, out came the copy of “Water Droplet True Technique” and a small bottle.


 Looking through the Water Droplet True Technique once, this seal actually was pretty good. Taking a “Water Droplet” and training it inside the dantian could allow, at any time, a spitting “Water Droplet” attack. Cultivating to Late Stage, every single “Rock Piercing Water Droplet” would seem to have the power of a thousand, and could break through to a thousand men and ten thousand horses. Thinking of that scenario of simultaneously firing several tens or hundreds was just terrifying; it was worthy of not having any difference from the Heavenly River Sword School’s signature technique.


 Rock Piercing Water Droplet actually could be used as the second “Silver Blade,” [9] and Su Xing’s eyes gleamed.


 Considering the Blooming Water Divine Thunder and the consequences of nurturing the Rock Piercing Water Droplets at the same time in his body, Su Xing inquired the experienced and knowledgeable Wu Xinjie. The answer was actually affirmative: “As long as the Five Elements do not mutually overthrow each other, this does not have any problems.”


 “Then practicing this Rock Piercing Water Droplets isn’t bad.” Su Xin said.


 Wu Xinjie looked over the True Technique: “This is only an Early Stage or Middle Stage Technique. However, using it to nurture at the dantian is very suitable for Young Master.” The Knowledge Star smiled.


 “Is there a reason?” Su Xing inquisitively asked.


 “Young Master has contracted with myself and Little Sister Yingmei. Your ocean of consciousness would be larger than from before by a size. According to this logic, as the ocean of consciousness grows stronger, this sort of technique of warm upbringing within the body that exploits Divine Intent and ocean of qi to cultivate will increasingly show its results.”


 Su Xing nodded. Training the Rock Piercing Water Droplets required a kind of “Ovum Water” [10] to act as an aid, and it happened to be that small bottle of singular almost egg-like water droplets. [11] The Thief Star already agreed to go steal that True Technique anyways, so Su Xing decided to directly swallow both the “Blooming Water Thunder Dragon Pill” and the “Ovum Water” in one go and be done with it.


 He thought about it and sat. Su Xing had Lin Yingmei stand guard, and Wu Xinjie waited for the opportunity to act.


 A Water Pill flew out from his Astral Bag, and following the opening of that small bottle, those egg waters flowed out from within the bottle, floating in the air under Su Xing’s Divine Intent. Letting the Nebula Stage Star Energy within his eight extraordinary meridians revolve a round, Su Xing then opened his mouth, and the Blooming Water Thunder Pill and Ovum Waters at the same time flew into his mouth with a whoosh.


 That Ovum Water was incomparably viscous. Stuck in his throat, it felt exceedingly disgusting, just like phlegm. Su Xing almost wanted to spit it out, for it had been stuck into a single piece along with that Blooming Water Thunder Dragon Pill. Breathing in through his throat, Su Xing slowly sucked in the Ovum Water and Blooming Water Thunder Dragon Pill to his dantian.


 At this time, he promptly mustered the Star Energy in his body to use “fire” to refine these two goods. Su Xing actually was very lucky executing this step; refining two types of objects inside the body at the same time could not be achieved by the average person, especially since Su Xing was not more than Nebula Early Stage. Fortunately, he signed contracts with two super Star Generals, and just as Wu Xinjie expected, an enormous ocean of consciousness was sufficient to support the refinement. Otherwise, two kinds of goods was not only ruining the enterprise for a basket, even to the point of obsession, but he could also explode his body and die.


 The Ovum Water started to slowly met, and the rest subsequently also started to melt, one by one. The Blooming Water Thunder Dragon Pill was also slowly melting under his Star Energy’s refinement. Blue Water Thunder, like a chick emerging from its shell, issued out with the sound of neighing.


 The Ovum Water started to stir up, seemingly fighting in the area of his dantian, and a faint thunder-water at this time also pulsed within his body, not to be outdone. Hastily making his Star Energy revolve like a whirlpool, he little by little wrapped up the two kinds of different powers. The Ovum Water and the thunder-water slowly coiled into a clump, violently raising a Water Thunder that seemingly wanted to engulf the Ovum Water.


 Su Xing thought to himself that this was not good, hastily mobilizing the chant on the “Water Droplet True Technique.” Only after forming several seals did he break away from the misfortune of the Ovum Water dying out, an increasingly concentrated cyclone simultaneously wrapping the Blooming Water Thunder and the Ovum Water into a single piece.


 Those two forces inside his body were increasingly violent, and Su Xing had signs of somewhat losing control.


 With a boom, Su Xing suddenly felt an electric current scatter suddenly in his body. His body seemingly became matchlessly heavy, and his consciousness was incapable of any more resistance. Immediately, the sight before his eyes went black, and he fainted over.


 1. 頭破血流的必爭之地 ?


 2. 太乙劍宗 ?


 3. 大真人 ?


 4. 落水峰 ?


 5. 無聲無息 ?


 6. 掌教洛水真人 ?


 7. 祖師 ?


 8. And that’s what you think, buddy. ?


 9. No! Not SIlver Blade! ?


 10. 卵水 ?


 11. Think frog eggs. ?
﻿Chapter 66: A Gentleman is Ready to Die for His Bosom Friends

 Su Xing suddenly felt a burst of warmth and moisture arrive in his mouth, and an agitated breath in his body was pacified. In the middle of his slowly opening his eyes, he caught sight of Wu Xinjie currently laying on top of his body, her beautiful eyes tightly shut, her nimble tongue enchantingly wrapped up in a deep kiss. Su Xing was momentarily moved, embracing her and returning her kiss, both his hands climbing past her back to capture that smooth and round upraised butt.


 Wu Xinjie moaned sharply. [1] Slightly opening her eyes, her body’s rubbing was even more incredible.


 “Wu Yong, what are you doing?!”


 The Lin Yingmei who had fetched a pot of water entered the room and unexpectedly saw the two people passionately kissing on the bed, shouting with a furrowed brow.


 “Xinjie is asking Young Master to get up from bed.” The Knowledge Star got up wishing to continue, her eyes lovely, “Young Master, how do you feel?”


 Su Xing also knew he could not pretend to sleep any longer, laughing sheepishly.


 “Master, how are that Divine Thunder and Ovum Water?” Lin Yingmei carried over for Su Xing a bowl of medicine that An Suwen specially boiled. It could rehabilitate at the fastest level of speed the exhaustion after cultivation.


 Su Xing drained the cup in one gulp and sat down cross-legged in response. In his dantian, a Water Droplet about the size of a pearl currently followed the Star Energy in his body, slowly moistening his qi rivers. This should be the Rock Piercing Water Droplets, and it was different from what was on the book. This Water Droplet flickered lights of lightning, unexpectedly refined and turned into a Thunder Water Droplet by the Blooming Water Divine Thunder [2] in a curious coincidence. It was fortunate that the Blooming Water Divine Thunder was present. Although it was faintly but slowly increasing, equivalently passing through the mixture of Rock Piercing Water Droplets, that Water Thunder was seemingly solid, apparently even more powerful than the original Divine Thunder by a level.


 Speaking about this matter, Wu Xinjie gaped, and smiling: “Most likely it was this pure Blooming Water Divine Thunder and Ovum Water each being mixed into a single piece and forming a sharply contrasting Rock Piercing Water Droplet and Blooming Water Divine Thunder. This is actually success by a stroke of luck.”


 Seeing that it was not something bad, Su Xing relaxed, and then he again cultivated according to the Water Droplet True Technique for another few days. A Rock Piercing Water Droplet still separated, and it unexpectedly separated into two. According to what the book said, after Rock Piercing Water Droplets were warmly nurtured at the dantian, unceasing cultivation would then continually refine a number of these. A Star Cultivator possessing enormous Star Energy in his body refining several hundred Rock Piercing Water Droplets was not impossible, but this required a very long time to endure. From swallowing the Ovum Water to now was only a few hours, and Su Xing’s body was already warmly raising five Rock Piercing Water Droplets.


 Actually, this was also thanks to that “Heart Like Mirrors Absolute Sincerity Soul Technique.” Great Master Mirror gathered his entire life of quintessential military learning and condensed it all for this Soul Technique. Three layers of states that had nothing to do with each other yet each possessed remarkable power; Su Xing’s Heart Like Mirrors Soul Technique broke the Heart Still As Water realm of the first layer, “See Mountains as Mountains,” under a chance coincidence. Cultivating whatever technique, even if he followed its cultivation, it was still half the work and twice the effect.


 To Su Xing’s current ocean of consciousness Star Energy, rapidly refining more than ten droplets was not a problem, however, it was not exactly that more was better. The Rock Piercing Water Droplets’ point of power lay in that a single Water Droplet’s power was like a thousand jin [3]; it could pierce rock, pierce through iron. Otherwise, it would be the same as that Heavenly River Sword School’s blue-clothed youth. Though he had more than ten droplets, they were all very easily broken by the “Azure Dragon Fan.”


 “And just having Shi Yuan go steal the Blooming Water Sword Sect’s signature technique this way, isn’t this too risky.” Su Xing looked at the color of the sky was already dark. Shu Yuan right now still had not returned with information.


 “The Flea on a Drum Shi Qian is certainly an old hand at this. Without grasping the situation, even she wouldn’t be that eager to go throw her life away.” Wu Xinjie was not worried in the slightest about the Thief Star. She really could not imagine a scenario where Maiden Mountain’s number one thief had been captured on the spot.


 Su Xing thought this was so as well, and worrying now was rather late.


 Speaking with An Suwen for a moment, Su Xing and Lin Yingmei along with Wu Xinjie walked out of the residence. Acting as a progressing, intense and rigorous Star Master, Su Xing did not have any extra time to idly waste away. His daily business of cultivating was even more tiring than the drills he attended during his time as a soldier. Fortunately, Su Xing could quite easily adapt. Thinking of the second phase Birth Outline that was on the verge of commencing, he was too far behind. If he did not overtake his strength, he certainly would not last.


 Looking at the two beauties at his side, Su Xing also thought of protecting them, and not letting them protect him.


 At the Heavenly River market workshop, Su Xing sought Thunder Fire Sand thinking of continuing forging a few Thunder Fire Bullets. Currently, it seemed he possessed several exceptional artifacts, but none were as handy and satisfactory as Silver Blade. It was a pity that searching the square for half a day, he only found not even ten decagrams of Thunder Fire Sand, which was far from enough. After exchanging the Blossom Steel Beast and a few useless items for gold, he then looked around the square to see if there was anything he would like for himself.


 After the Water and Land Assembly passed, the Heavenly River Square settled down by a lot.


 Shopping around for a long while, Su Xing only used two Golden Tooth Mechanical Disks and more than a dozen liang of gold in exchange for a High Grade Nebula Artifact “Pure Gold Shield” [4] that was pretty good.


 Returning home and entering the lobby, he saw An Suwen presently calling a girl to come eat. The girl was carefree, gorging herself upon what she was eating entirely without a lady’s awareness; it was the Thief Star, Shi Qian.


 “You guys are back?” Shi Yuan wiped her mouth.


 “How was your investigation?”


 “The Blooming Water Sword Sect deserves to be one of the Four Great Sword Sects. It was truly imposing, and you guys really ought to see the Five Great Efficacious Summit’s hall.” Shi Yuan spoke in admiration.


 “The point?”


 The Thief Star shrugged her shoulders, helplessly saying: “It’s no good. That ‘Calamitous Thunder Evil Smiting Array’ of the Blooming Water Hall is too powerful. This Young Lady completely had no way of getting close, and recently, the Blooming Water Hall’s defenses have been extremely tight. It was very difficult to approach.”


 “Even you couldn’t do it?” Wu Xinjie knit her brow, somewhat regretful.


 “If it’s like this, then forget about it.” Su Xing was not stubborn and unchangeable. It was something he needed to obtain, and although it was somewhat of a pity, if he felt around things himself, he may not necessarily be unable to feel out a way to do this.


 An Suwen giggled: “Little Sister Shi Yuan, don’t keep your listeners in suspense, just say it directly.”


 The Thief Star laughed: “Su Xing, you truly look down on I, the Thief Star, too much. Actually, stealing is not impossible, but it will require Su Xing and my sisters’ aid.”


 “What can we even do?” Lin Yingmei asked.


 “You must let Su Xing and I cooperate together.” Shi Yuan giggled. She already observed at the Blooming Water Hall for a very long time. The surrounding disciples she could avoid, but the Calamitous Thunder Evil Smiting Array required that she rely on the “Avoid Thunder Divine Talisman” [5] to make things work. The problem was that although the Avoid Thunder Divine Talisman could evade, it would alarm the Blooming Water Sword Sect. If that Daoist Luo River started the Sect Protection Great Array and sealed the mountain, then the Thief Star would truly be a bird in a cage. The only way to do this was precisely to mount Su Xing to urge on the flight artifact to escape.


 “Your meaning is to let the Young Master and you rush the Blooming Water Sword Sect together? This is too dangerous.” Wu Xinjie hesitated. That place was a Four Great Sword Sect, after all. Its adepts were countless, and it was completely hard to imagine running away in the case that they were spotted.


 Lin Yingmei also creased her brow.


 “This Young Lady alone truly has no solution.” Shi Yuan was for a lack of a better option. She was not capable of flying, and even if she obtained the Blooming Water Divine Thunder True Technique, she could not escape past the Sect Protection Great Array. This type of Great Array certainly was not something she, the Thief Star, could break away from.


 “I agree.” Su Xing said resolutely. “After all, this is my business, and I can’t let her do everything by herself. I also must assume some risk.” This sounded very fair; making the Thief Star take the risk by herself, he would not be able to relax.


 The Knowledge Star was speechless. [6]


 The Thief Star blinked. Gazing at Su Xing, her eyes had some surprise and amazement.


 “Su Xing, you’ve thought this over clearly? This Young Lady certainly is not your Star General. There’s no guarantee that this Young Lady will share the trials and tribulations together. Can’t say for sure that this Young Lady would seek an opportunity to eradicate you.” [7] Shi Yuan smiled yet did not, reminding Su Xing that at least in some respects, they were not exactly friends nor were they necessarily bitter enemies. Only a bit of brain was needed to understand how dangerous of an existence the enemy that could contract the Knowledge Star and the Majestic Star was.


 “I have no reason to oppose you doing things this way.” Su Xing smiled very indifferently.


 “Then Xinjie had better first chat with Master.” Wu Xinjie apologetically glanced at An Suwen, pulling Su Xing out the door. An observant person could discern that the Knowledge Star already appeared to be shaken by Thief Star Shi Qian’s words.


 Shi Qian smiled and nodded.


 Lin Yingmei stood in the doorway, surreptitiously sizing up the Thief Star while also watching Wu Xinjie and Su Xing’s discussion.


 “Master, do you really want to go? This is too dangerous.” The Knowledge Star’s expression was very grave. Rushing alone one of the Four Great Sword Sects under Heaven, this absolutely was not as easy as labyrinths and monuments.


 “The Blooming Water Sword Sect has a Star Master, and handling any sort of Star Master, [8] they do not know compassion or leniency.” Wu Xinjie warned. Its resounding name as a Four Great Sword Sect describing it as upright notwithstanding, if something implicated its own interests, these upright’s decisiveness in killing was even more firm than a Demonic Cult’s.


 If Shi Qian deliberately gave away a permeating rumor [9] to the Blooming Water Sword Sect, Su Xing going like this possibly was walking right into a trap.


 Doing things like this for the sake of a “Blooming Water Divine Thunder True Technique” was not at all worth it.


 Actually, what made Wu Xinjie this nervous was also precisely the Thief Star Shi Yuan’s identity. Acting as a top-notch robber, knowing how to assess the situation was the key to her excellence, and it was hard to say if there was a dagger hidden under her smile, after all, the Thief Star indeed flaunted before talk of the likes of she and “Lin Chong” as generals that did not sign contracts. Being able to declare this sort of proclamation made clear that Shi Yuan had wild schemes. She would not be this resigned to fate; an excellent thief will always be more terrifying than an assassin at the pivotal moment.


 The Knowledge Star even felt Shi Yuan deliberately spoke out those words about herself possibly being trapped to make Su Xing’s trust turn blind because saying as such often would make people feel the other party was being straightforward without evil intentions, and it was precisely that the Knowledge Star felt that this was even more suspicious. This sort of petty trick by the other party, Wu Xinjie would be damned to be overlook it.


 “Xinjie, I know you care about me, but servants that do not doubt suspicious people are useless. Since it was me who requested she go do this, she putting forth a request is very reasonable. If I backed out, wouldn’t that mean I’m afraid? Do you want to see me afraid?” Su Xing calmly looked at the young girl.


 “Your servant will protect Master. If she betrays you, your servant definitely will make her regret it.” Lin Yingmei coldly opened her mouth, staring at the Shi Yuan on the table drinking beer. Actually, the meaning in her words just about showed belief in the Thief Star.


 The Knowledge Star was powerless: “Yingmei, you and the Young Master saying as such, Xinjie unexpectedly seems to be on the opposite side.”


 Su Xing smiled, stroking her soft and smooth cheek: “Don’t worry, I won’t sit and wait for death.” He moved close to the Knowledge Star’s ear and said these few words.


 Wu Xinjie’s face reddened, somewhat bashfully nodding her head. [10]


 “Shi Yuan, you wouldn’t really entrap Young Master Su Xing, would you?” An Suwen also felt worried.


 Shi Yuan smiled without answering as she drank beer: “Sister Suwen, this Young Lady suddenly also wants to sign with a contractor.” [11]


 “With Little Sister Shi Yuan’s capabilities, finding one would not be difficult at all.” An Suwen consoled.


 “A true gentleman will sacrifice his life for a friend who understands him, but just who would bother go taking risks for a thief.” Shi Yuan shook her head, her gaze watched Su Xing and his two Star Generals, an indescribably envy bubbled up in her mind, making her drink several gulps, displeased. [12]


 An Suwen looked on pensively.


 1. 嚶嚀 ?


 2. I thought he swallowed a Blooming Water Thunder Dragon Pill, not the Divine Thunder itself…Oh, well. ?


 3. 斤 ?


 4. 赤金盾 ?


 5. 避雷神符 ?


 6. This isn’t the first time he’s done something stupid. ?


 7. Not if he makes you swoon for him first! ?


 8. Meaning Star Masters besides their own. ?


 9. Basically accusing her of deliberately leaking information ?


 10. There we have it, Su Xing has embraced his inner lady killer instincts. ?


 11. There’s one right here! ?


 12. Thus, she reveals her inner doubts. Her boisterous mannerisms conceal confidence issues! Fret not, fair maiden, for Su Xing is the man you seek! ?
﻿Chapter 67: The “River Churning Clam” Tong Yao

 Moonlight and stars sparse, a dark night and high winds.


 The Thief Star Shi Qian brought Su Xing to carefully infiltrate the Blooming Water Sword Sect, just easily passing through the sentries of the outer halls, stopping behind a tree.


 “You still actually dared to come along, huh?” Shi Yuan showed a narrow smile to Su Xing.


 “What wouldn’t I dare do.” Su Xing vigilantly watched his surroundings. This Blooming Water Sword Sect’s precautions were excessively strict. Sword sect disciples could be seen everywhere, and if it were not for the Thief Star leading the way, avoiding being detected would have been extremely difficult otherwise.


 Just as he thought this, another several sword sect disciples walked by. Their scents were right under his nose; Su Xing held his breath.


 “Senior Brother Zhonglin is truly amazing. He only entered the ranks of Star Cultivators for just three years, and he is already at Nebula Late Stage.” [1]


 “I heard he even killed the Heavenly River Sword School at the Flower Dragon Cave and obtained a Galaxy Stage Artifact, the Blood Rain Pot.” [2]


 “Right, these days, the Headmaster already passed on the Blooming Water Divine Thunder True Technique incantation to him.”


 “A Star Cultivator that can form a contract is truly a cause for envy. We’ve stayed at the sword sect for four or five years and still haven’t broken through to Nebula Stage.”


 “Just how can we compare to a Star Master. In order for Senior Brother Zhonglin to emerge victorious from the Star Duels, the Headmaster definitely vigorously patronized him. I heard a secluded ancestral master specially left the mountain.”


 “Ai, as long as you can contract a Star General, it’s all good.”


 “Without strength to sign a contract, those trash Star Generals completely lacking fighting capabilities simply are asking for a dead end. Those powerful Fiend Stars simply won’t pay attention to us. We had better honestly and sincerely cultivate.”


 “En, you said it. The Headmaster said we cannot bite off more than we can chew.”


 An adept suddenly yelled. “You Junior Brothers, what are you still blabbering about. Senior Brother Zhonglin’s Star General is currently training. The Headmaster had cause to let us train with her.”


 “Alright!”


 The dozen sword sect disciples hurriedly ran over.


 The Su Xing and Shi Yuan who silently overheard the entire exchange looked at each other.


 “I wonder which sister received such hospitality from the Blooming Water Sword Sect.” The Flea on a Drum covered her mouth.


 Compared to these sects that possessed robust strength, Su Xing just discovered that he was truly fortunate to have reached his current stage on his own. “Are we going to go take a look?” Shi Qian said.


 “Now?”


 “To get to the Overboard Peak, we need to pass through the sword training courtyard, anyways.” The Thief Star surveyed the surroundings, and then her figure flit away, seemingly dissolving like a graceful civet into the night. Su Xing promptly followed her up.


 The Blooming Water Sword Sect sword training courtyard was a massive elevated platform. Its surroundings had four water dragons steles embedded with colored glass and precious gems. Within the dark night, the clear radiance emitted brightly lit the sword training grounds. Currently, a hundred sword sect disciples assembled on the sword training grounds. The could be seen with flying swords grasped in hand, or manipulated, or swung, or used for magic, or every sort of prominent power.


 Standing atop the platform was a challenger who was an extraordinary girl, wearing light blue temple dress. Her hair rolled up by a sparkling and translucent jade hairpin, and her waist was wrapped by crimson silk. While she wore a pair of Water Walk Phoenix Shoes. [3], her skirt was arranged like slightly swelling waves, that reflected and floated out clear and crystalline light in such a large sword training courtyard, almost like she was stepping on water; the girl’s forehead had a blue, gorgeous Astral Crest, flickering an extremely beautiful and splendid light. The weapon her hand grasped was very strange. It was a green scaly dragon tail, a trident with its entire length sparkling.


 Under Wu Xinjie’s teaching, Su Xing already more or less understood a few of Maiden Mountain’s Star Maidens’ characteristic Destined Star Weapons. This exquisite and extraordinary was perhaps the “Jade Water Turtle Dragon Trident” [4], the Retreating Star River Churning Clam’s Destined Star Weapon.


 The River Churning Clam Retreating Star Tong was ranked in power as Maiden Mountain’s 69th, Her military strength was average, but she possessed excellent aquatic martial arts. If she were to fight on water, even a few of the Heavenly Stars may not necessarily be her opponent, a river churning dragon not just in name, but also in reality.


 Seeing that Jade Water Turtle Dragon Trident surrounded by a blue starlight, it must be refined to at least One Star.


 “Could it be you all haven’t eaten? Hurry and use your skills. At least act like men and not let Yao’er feel bored.” The Retreating Star’s tone was brimming with unhappiness. “Is the Blooming Water Sword Sect all these pieces of trash?”


 Her words that were ruthless roused the indignation of the sword sect disciples.


 A dozen disciples urged on their hand seals. Their flying swords unsheathed and turned into a single sword array. The other disciples disciples took the opportunity to brandish and cut their swords toward her.


 “Hmph, this is only slightly interesting.”


 Yao’er spun her Jade Water Turtle Dragon Trident, and the light reflecting from the floor seemingly rose suddenly. When it clashed directly with the other sword array, the array completely collapsed, and a water-light scattered in every direction from the weapon. It was like a dragon had just emerged from the sea, suddenly giving birth to wind and reducing those besieging disciples into disorder. Their sorry figures tumbled onto the sword training courtyard, yet a dozen flying swords turned into blue lights that shot straight towards the Retreating Star.


 The girl moved just a tad, and the Jade Water Turtle Dragon Trident shot down the flying swords. The attack was grand in scale and unstoppable. “Give me a bit more effort, and use your styles. Lin Chong is definitely not like you incompetents!!”


 A disciple glanced towards Chen Zhonglin.


 Chen Zhonglin nodded.


 “Then, excuse me!!!”


 A disciple shouted, even striking hand seals, and the other disciples responded in succession. The Blooming Water Sword Sect was a school of sword cultivators, and as such, they were very proficient in the sword arts. Conventional military forces in Liangshan Continent that could emerge victorious over a Star General were not many, but the Star Generals were not necessarily dominant over sword arts. Several hundred flying swords decorated the sword training courtyard, imposing as a rainbow. Brightly shining on the people, Su Xing was transfixed.


 Under the sword sect disciple’s call, the flying swords emitted water-thunder and linked together into a great net.


 The Retreating Star at last put away her boredom, both hands grasping her polearm for luck. A dark blue brilliance swept out from the Jade Water Turtle Dragon Trident, and the Chen Zhonglin to the side did not dare to be careless, striking hand seals and imbuing Star Energy.


 The Water Thunder Flying Swords spread and covered the sky. The might of the “Water Thunder Flower Sword Array” [5] fully utilized by a hundred disciples was even more terrifying than an artifact.


 The Retreating Star River Churning Clam Tong Meng was indifferent as she rotated her feet in a half circle. Her body slightly turned, and the Jade Water Turtle Dragon Trident became like a soaring, coiling dragon that tore through the sky. Its water dragon body engulfed the entire sword training courtyard and continued to expand. Even if he was a hundred meters away, Su Xing could feel the water dragon attack towards him.


 This water dragon just swept and leveled the sword training courtyard. Those disciples were struck one by one, and those flying swords were washed away like dead leaves in a river. It it was not for Tong Yao painstakingly holding back her power, this move would have killed at least half the sword sect disciples.


 “So powerful!! Is this a Yellow Rank Battle Technique or a Dark Rank Battle Technique?” Su Xing was dumbstruck by what he saw. It is said that the Star Maidens altogether had four types of different ranks of Battle Techniques, “Heaven and Earth, Dark and Yellow.” [6] When each type of Battle Technique what used, that was always a great, all-destroying and ruthless move. It was rare to use this without reaching the critical moment because this was very taxing on their strength.


 “Yao’er, that was done not half-bad. The ‘Water Dragon Captures Heaven, Overflows the Sea’ [7] is more and more proficient. Even easily breaking the Water Thunder Flower Sword Array, it seems it won’t be long before you should comprehend the Dark Rank Style.” Chen Zhonglin clapped.


 “It’s still too early.” Tong Yao took a deep breath, dully replying. Looking at everyone around her, she coldly smiled: “Come at me again, Tong Yao isn’t done playing yet.”


 “Young master, we should leave.”


 Shi Qian tugged Su Xing.


 Although he was very astonished by the girl’s power, Su Xing did not forget his own job. The sword training courtyard was still a place to train the sword, and Su Xing’s heart gave rise to a trace of waves. Not only just he, but the rest of Liangshan’s Star Masters were all trying hard. Even Earthly Stars would not give up any opportunities.


 On this road to chase after the final victor, inside this utterly unfair game, everyone would not tread very relaxed.


 Author’s Note:


 It’s also tiring in a mix, please give me your votes…


 Maiden Mountain Group 121137608 recruiting 108 beautiful ladies and handsome men. Announcing the three measurements of entering ladies and announcing the length of the men =。 =! [8]


 1. Oh, so impressive. MC only took a few months to enter Nebula Early Stage ?? ?


 2. Welp, RIP our friend, Wu. ?


 3. 踏水鳳履 ?


 4. 碧水鰲龍叉 ?


 5. 水雷葵花劍陣 ?


 6. 天地玄黃 ?


 7. 水龍擒天覆海 ?


 8. LOL WTF ?
﻿Chapter 68: Sword Sect’s Little Thief

 Due to the Retreating Star Tong Yao [1] practicing sword techniques, she attracted the attention of a great portion of the Blooming Water Sword Sect’s disciples. Entering the Overboard Peak was exceptionally smooth, and the two guards at the Blooming Water Hall that were as motionless as a mountain became the only difficult problem.


 The two Star Cultivators’ cultivations were not inferior to Su Xing’s. If he was to mount a sneak attack, that would be too risky.


 Su Xing was just thinking about whether or not he should use a diversionary tactic when he saw Shi Yuan gently and cautiously take out a wooden box. Opening the wooden box, several mosquitoes flew out. Seeing Su Xing’s perplexed expression, the Flea on a Drum smiled evilly: “You just wait and see.”


 Shi Yuan softly exhaled. Those mosquitoes flew toward the Star Cultivators standing guard, and he saw the mosquitoes spin a few loops around the Star Cultivators’ surroundings. One of the cultivators then yawned incessantly, leaned against the wall and fell asleep. “Hey, get up. Don’t you be lazy.” The other cultivator unhappily yelled. The mosquitoes flew some more loops. He suddenly felt his eyelids become heavy, and then he drunkenly entered a dream just like that.


 “Ah?” Su Xing was stupefied. What sort of trick was this; was this not too extraordinary?


 The Thief Star saw through Su Xing’s thoughts, twitching her lips in disapproval: “These are only several of this Young Lady’s specially raised ‘Drowsy Bugs.’” [2]


 “Is it that magical?” Toppling a couple of Nebula Stage Cultivators just like this, it was more ridiculous than an artifact.


 Shi Yuan shook her head. The Drowsy Bugs actually were not as powerful as Su Xing believed. In the first place, the target had to feel extremely fatigued. Only when they were under a completely relaxed and danger free mental state could they be put to sleep by the Drowsy Bugs. As a professional, virtuous and trained thief, keeping this sort of gadget on her person was very reasonable.


 Su Xing nevertheless felt goosebumps. The odd insects lurking in Liangshan Continent were many, as expected; he truly could not be careless. If, someday, someone were to loose Drowsy Bugs upon him, then he would indeed be trampled over.


 “You don’t need to be wary about this sort of matter, Su Xing. You’re a Star Master, your Star Generals will help you dispose of it.” The Thief Star smiled.


 The two people walked out, and Shi Yuan made Su Xing keep watch as she alone entered the Blooming Water Scripture Depository Hall. [3]


 The night wind gently blew. Su Xing stood on Overboard Peak’s crest, and above him was the Star River in the sky. Hundreds of stars were like pearls hidden under the Milky Way, dazzling resplendently, twinkling and glimmering, a brilliant radiance. Regardless of where or when, raising your head to gaze at the hundreds of bright stars would intimidate anyone’s heart in this way.


 Lin Yingmei emerged from the Star Nest, standing guard to one side. The girl’s eyes occasionally glanced at that bustling sword training courtyard at the bottom of the mountain.


 After the scene of a giant beatdown at the sword training courtyard, the hundred Blooming Water Sword Sect disciples fell disorderly onto the ground where they stood. Their strength exhausted, the sole girl left standing on the platform still looked to be in great spirits.


 “Enough. Yao’er, this should do it for today.” Chen Zhonglin wiped his sweat. As a Star Master, supporting this much Star Energy also made him unbearably tired.


 The Retreating Star, River Churning Clam Tong Meng [4] recalled her Jade Water Turtle Dragon Trident [5] and lightly jumped off the platform.


 “It’s a pity your Sword Sect cannot find a martial expert that can genuinely match up to the military might of the likes of Lin Chong.” Tong Yao pursed her lips, bearing disappointment.


 “It can’t be helped. True sword cultivators are few enough to be counted on one hand.” Chen Zhonglin just had no way out of this. Liangshan Continent’s Star Cultivators were closely associated with combat artifacts. If their most feared enemy was too close, what good would high martial skills do. Unless it was a sword cultivator who reached that sort of great realm, otherwise they only had a pretty appearance with no substance. Even if a late stage sword cultivator had powerful abilities, they rarely used them. Mostly, they waited on sword arrays and sword arts [6], training their martial arts. They might as well cultivate their Divine Intent, for that was even more worthwhile. This was Liangshan Continent’s mainstream thinking.


 Of course, Maiden Mountain’s Star Generals naturally could not be mentioned on equal terms. These Fiend Stars possessing legendary Star Weapons took Sword Cleaving Technique as something to be easily grasped, like how the Star Energy realms of Star Cultivators also lacked importance in their eyes.


 Walking to the Overboard Peak, Tong Yao abruptly lifted her head, staring at the mountaintop, her brow tightly wrinkled.


 “Yao’er, what’s the matter?” Chen Zhonglin asked.


 “Yao’er seemed to have sensed a sister just now.” Tong Yao said eagerly.


 Chen Zhonglin smiled: “No way. That Star General is so stupid as to dare run to the Blooming Water Sword Sect to seek death.”


 “Hmph.”


 Tong Yao’s sternness made Chen Zhonglin’s smile slowly fade. He had also heard before some things about Star Generals mutually attracting towards each other, “Could it be they’re here to steal the True Thunder True Technique. [7] But that’s still useless without a Divine Thunder.”


 “Worry about that after we go up and take a look.”


 “Alright, Zhonglin just happens to have a few Blooming Water Arts that aren’t practiced.”


 Outside the Blooming Water Hall, Su Xing still stood guard at the Overboard Peak. Lin Yingmei thought for a long time, then asked him: “Young Master, the Knowledge Star didn’t come along. Does Master have something arranged to prevent unexpected events?”


 Su Xing glanced at the Shi Yuan currently inside the hall breaking the array, “Being a bit careful has never been a bad thing.”


 Lin Yingmei thought that this was natural, but there was one thing she did not understand. “Why does Master believe in the Thief Star so much? Xinjie’s conjecture is very reasonable. As your servant sees it, if it was anyone else, they would have definitely already been convinced by the Knowledge Star.” The Panther Head had quite the new level of respect for Su Xing on this point. Put any way, the Knowledge Star, the Resourceful Star Wu Yong, was a wise general. Her analyses and hypotheses would surely compel others to believe her, especially since a few months ago, the Knowledge Star already produced a similar situation, but Su Xing nevertheless had his own thoughts, not at all entangled in the past.


 “Yingmei, you didn’t stop me either, though?” Su Xing smiled.


 “Your servant was only believing in Master.” Lin Yingmei calmly replied.


 “Even being able to forecast the worst outcome, would you still say that you’re afraid?” Su Xing asked back.


 “Is it like this?”


 Lin Yingmei nodded.


 “The Retreating Star is headed towards here.” Lin Yingmei put away her relaxed manner, staring coldly down the mountain.


 Su Xing blanked out, “Just the Retreating Star?”


 “Yes.”


 Lin Yingmei’s Divine Intent already caught onto Tong Yao the moment it mobilized. The Panther Head’s inquiring gaze was directed at Su Xing, awaiting his decision. Presently, the Retreating Star suddenly rushed towards this place. Whether this was a trap or a coincidence was all under Su Xing’s judgment. If it was a trap, taking advantage of the Sword Sect Great Array having not been activated and leaving beforehand was the most logical choice. Certainly, this premise necessitated abandoning Shi Qian.


 If he felt that this was a coincidence, then he had to obstruct the Retreating Star before Shi Yuan came out.


 Looking at their attitudes, it was evident that they were rushing towards the Blooming Water Hall.


 “It shouldn’t be a trap. It’s a coincidence.” Su Xing mind turned. If it was a trap, then he could only say that this trap was too silly; they could not even do the simplest ambush. “Stop her!!”


 Su Xing ordered without the slightest hesitation.


 The excited brilliance within the eyes of the Tong Yao currently rushing up the mountain grew increasingly extreme. Just now, she already felt a thread of Divine Intent sweep past her, and she secretly relayed a message to Chen Zhonglin.


 “Master, look out!!”


 Tong Yao suddenly shouted. The Jade Water Turtle Dragon Trident was like a scared dragon, a roll of jade light sprinkling about.


 Two silhouettes dropped down in front of them.


 Under the moonlight, there appeared a man and a woman, immediately shaking up Tong Yao and Chen Zhonglin. The man’s soldierly appearance was out of the ordinary, and the girl’s heroic beauty was biting cold.


 “You brazen, sinful thief. Unexpectedly rushing the Blooming Water Sword Sect, you’re courting death!” Chen Zhonglin shouted.


 “Star Master, calm down a bit. If it’s going to be like this, only a one-on-one Star Duel has any meaning.” Su Xing slightly smiled, a Heavenly River Water Sword in hand. Lin Yingmei scowled coldly at them. With spear in hand, they were like a pair of evil calamities.


 “A Star Master??”


 Chen Zhonglin went blank.


 “Panther Head Lin Chong!!!”


 The Retreating Star, River Churning Clam Tong Yao’s pupils shrunk!!! [8]


 Author’s Note:


 I’m very sorry. I frequently have a few things on the weekends. There will be a second update later.


 1. 地退星童瑤 ?


 2. 瞌睡蟲 ?


 3. 癸水藏經殿 ?


 4. 地退星翻江蜃童猛 ?


 5. 碧水鰲龍叉, 叉 is a fork, but since this is based on the Water Margin, I think trident is the appropriate interpretation here. ?


 6. 劍陣劍訣 ?


 7. Yes, this is was in the raws. ?


 8. You’re about to get fucked, baby! – A wise man from Black Lagoon. ?
﻿Chapter 69: Heaven Concealing Parasol

 The Majestic Star Panther Head Lin Chong’s fame for fighting prowess was truly exceptional. When everyone saw Lin Yingmei’s “Arctic Star Spear,” their expressions all seemed to have been produced by a factory. [1]


 Besides shock, they also felt inconceivability towards Su Xing.


 “Hmph…” By the time Lin Yingmei’s cold grunt ended, she had already executed her assault, immediately sending dust flying.


 It was already too late to let them be astonished, for the Majestic Star was acting!


 For the sake of fighting for time for Shi Qian, Lin Yingmei also did not want to speak nonsense. Using the fiercest assault to interrupt their pondering was the best solution. During a moment when they have not regained their senses quickly, it was only natural that if there was an opportunity to get rid of an opponent, that was not a bad thing.


 The Retreating Star Tong Meng’s reactions were exceedingly quick, disappearing from where she was.


 From within the air flashed an acute light.


 The Arctic Star Spear and the Jade Water Trident already collided together, unexpectedly stopping Lin Yingmei’s quick and violent attack. The water-light and cold qi became one; the River Churning Clam Tong Yao did not train fruitlessly at the Blooming Water Sword Sect sword training courtyard. Not only was she able to block this attack, the girl suddenly chuckled. She exhibited high speed, calmly and swiftly counter attacking like a violent tide.


 The Jade Water Trident’s technique of attack was overwhelming.


 Lin Yingmei dexterously received it, her spear just like a shield. The girl’s brow raised, stepping around where she was, and with a great leap into the air, making an aerial slash,and at the same time, exerted her entire body’s Star Energy.


 That speed was how fast?


 How time flies, fleeting!


 Resounding words!


 The sharp and clear cries of metal meeting made people’s hearts sink. Tong Yao blocked Lin Yingmei’s surprise slash with great difficulty, the Arctic Star Spear’s formidable power shook from its body directly to her hand, “You deserve respect!” Lin Yingmei rarely showed recognition, perhaps, like Su Xing, she also admired the River Churning Clam Tong Yao’s effortful practice at the sword training courtyard.


 At the moment, this was still Tong Yao’s already exhausted state.


 Tong Yao coldly smiled. She did not need this kind of respect that was earned only when she was weak. The River Churning Clam suddenly retreated backward, and then with a step, actually identically leapt into the air and made an aerial cut. Lin Yingmei accepted it without question, Tong Yao’s attacks again and again bullying her. The Majestic Star clutched her spear with a single hand, turning her hand over, and easily returning it back. The speartip seemed to be tearing open a line as Lin Yingmei’s offensive timing increased, and Tong Yao repeatedly retreated.


 While Lin Yingmei fought for time, Su Xing was not idle; in fact, at the time the Panther Head took action, he simultaneously acted to handle Chen Zhonglin. Star Masters’ duels often were just like this, Star General with Star General, contractor with contractor, and among this could they reveal their talent, show their skill and be called “matchless.”


 In order to not alarm the rest of the Blooming Water Sword Sect, Su Xing also gave up attacking with artifacts, the Heavenly River Sword directly pointed at them.


 His unconventional gambit, however, was broken up by the True Qi protecting Chen Zhonglin. After all, he was Blooming Water Sword Sect disciple, which was far more brilliant compared to an inferior organization such as the Thousand Machine Gang. Chen Zhonglin put two fingers together, and a blue flying sword flew out in the blink of an eye. Then, under the control of his Divine Intent, the sword turned into fierce water and shot forth.


 Su Xing leaned back, the Pure Gold Shield suddenly increasing in size many times and positioned itself in front of him.


 “Water Transformation Sword Art!!” [2] Chen Zhonglin struck several seals, and the sword water abruptly became dense, changing into a dozen water blades.


 The Pure Gold Shield revolved around Su Xing’s body, looking like an impenetrable defense tightly wrapped around him. The water sword violently struck upon the Pure Gold Shield’s surface, but aside from sending droplets of pearls and jades splashing about, it lacked the strength to break through.


 Chen Zhonglin was not slighted at all, and he continued to urge the sword art onward. The dozen water blades rotated quickly in the air above, condensing into a torrential downpour that directly hacked downwards towards Su Xing. The Pure Gold Shield could stop an attack on the whole body, but it had no way of stopping even a peep from above.


 This was the first time Su Xing experienced the sword arts that enjoyed much fame in Liangshan Continent. Immediately, he threw out a small object, and that object swelled many tens of sizes when it left his bag. Propping it open, it blocked above Su Xing. This happened to be that High Grade Nebula Stage Artifact, “Heaven Concealing Parasol.”


 The Water Transformation Sword Art being blocked by the parasol was considered to have made Chen Zhonglin surprised for a bit.


 The gale upon his face transformed into thunder and lightning.


 Su Xing took advantage of the gap in Chen Zhonglin’s control over the Transforming Water Sword Art. With a single bound, he swiftly moved like a snake seemingly spitting poison and venom, the Silver Blade in his hand coldly flashed suddenly, the flickering Astral Crest upon his forehead breaking Chen Zhonglin’s protective True Qi, and the swordtip erasing his neck.


 Chen Zhonglin was overwhelmed with shock, but just at the moment Silver Blade brushed past his neck, Chen Zhonglin’s body transformed into a pile of water flowers, having used a Water Escape to avoid a disaster.


 Su Xing went blank, and without hesitation, raised the gun, took aim, and pulled the trigger.


 SFX: Ka. [3]


 A muted sound.


 The Chen Zhonglin that happened to appear at that position thought Su Xing was about to use some other damnable trick, recalling the Transforming Water Sword to block his front; Su Xing seized the opportunity to move forwards and rush over.


 Su Xing’s about face staggered Chen Zhonglin’s defenses, and a cold light streaked across his stomach.


 Dammit.


 Faint traces of blood appeared. Chen Zhonglin did not expect the Star Cultivator before his eyes to close the distance again and again. If this bastard was not destitute that he would not have any sort of powerful artifact, sword art or sage art, then he certainly believed in his own military force too much. If it was not for him expending too much Star Energy at the sword training courtyard earlier, his present state would simply not necessarily be this sorry.


 A rumbling explosion!!!


 The Blooming Water Hall suddenly shook thunderously, and the light of the pearls suspended on the hall instantly dimmed.


 “Not good, the Calamitous Thunder Evil Smiting Array has been broken!!” Chen Zhonglin shouted in horror. “They have an accomplice!!” These words had only just dropped when the completely clothed in black Thief Star Shi Qian dodged out of the Blooming Water Hall.


 “Young master, item is in hand. Let’s go quickly!” Shi Yuan yelled.


 Although Su Xing and Lin Yingmei occupied the maximum possible advantage at this moment, even if they used up just a bit more time, they could settle their troubles in one fell swoop by means of profiting from their counterparts squandering the majority of their Star Energy at the sword training courtyard. However, there already was not any “just a bit” of time that they could waste.


 After the Calamitous Thunder Evil Smiting Array was broken, the entire Blooming Water Sect was already alerted.


 The Sect Protection Great Array already was starting to activate, and staying any longer was certain death without doubt.


 The Wind Swayed Raft appeared. Su Xing’s final sword pushed aside Chen Zhonglin, and he spat out several Rock Piercing Thunder Water Droplets. Chen Zhonglin gave a shrill, blood-curdling screech. [4] Lin Yingmei nodded, her spear held horizontally also pushed back the Retreating Star as she floated and entered the Wind Swayed Raft.


 “Ascend!!!”


 The Wind Swayed Raft rushed into the skies.


 “Thinking of running?”


 Chen Zhonglin twisted, no longer caring as much. A very red gourd flew out in the blink of an eye and chased behind Su Xing. The gourd suddenly shot a red light, and a wide expanse of blood colored raindrops fired out from the lip of the gourd like a torrential downpour. This was precisely the Blood Rain Pot!!


 Su Xing opened the Heaven Concealing Parasol and covered it.


 The blood-colored raindrops were extremely swift and fierce. The power of the long-ranged strikes on the Heaven Concealing Parasol made Su Xing’s Divine Intent feel maximum stress. Fortunately, the Star Cultivator himself was in utterly poor condition. Chen Zhonglin vomited a large mouthful of blood, and the Blood Rain Pot’s light faded, dropping back into his Astral Bag.


 “Senior Brother.”


 “Senior Brother Zhonglin!!”


 “What happened!”


 The other Blooming Water Sect disciples rushed over. Seeing the scene of Chen Zhonglin’s and his Star General’s sorry and wounded figures, they were very much flabbergasted.


 Chen Zhonglin watched the vanishing Wind Swayed Raft, his face unsightly beyond compare. [5]


 The Wind Swayed Raft flew out a hundred li in the blink of an eye, and it was just at this time that a translucent light covered the Blooming Water Sect’s Overboard Summit, shrouding it within. With that small of a difference, Su Xing and the others would have become caged birds.


 However, now was still not the time to rejoice, for biggest danger had just begun.


 A powerful Star Energy radiated from behind them as the Blooming Water Sword Sect’s headmaster, the Daoist Luo River, furiously closed in on them.


 Author’s Note:


 Your votes, please. I’m so tired…


 1. As in everyone’s faces were identical from shock. ?


 2. 化水劍訣 ?


 3. 咔 ?


 4. I hope that was spat in Chen’s face ?? ?


 5. These jewels bright I wear! Thumbs up if you get the reference. ?
﻿Chapter 70: The Thief Star’s Kiss of Heaven and Man

 Su Xing already had the Knowledge Star manufacture a few disturbances at the bottom of the Five Efficacious Heavenly Mountains, creating a diversion to draw away the Blooming Water Sword Sect’s Head Minister, but Su Xing had still underestimated a Galaxy Cultivator’s abilities. Daoist Luo River raised his flying sword, a soaring light. Although that twinkling could not cover a thousand li, covering a hundred li in the blink of an eye was not a problem at all. If it was not for making Daoist Luo River leave the Blooming Water Sword Sect by quite a distance in advance, then it was possible that once the Blooming Water Array activated, Daoist Luo River would have already killed them.


 Thinking of this, Su Xing seemed to be facing a great enemy. Knowing that he was not able to outrun the Daoist Luo River’s escape technique, he glimpsed a thorny and thick forest beneath him. He dodged and hid into the shrubbery below, at the same time activating the Seventy-two Roads Concealing Star Technique [1] to hide his presence. Lin Yingmei was also self-aware that she could not leave herself outside, otherwise the opponent’s Divine Intent would easily lock onto her. Hence, she became starlight and entered Su Xing’s Star Nest.


 The Thief Star’s entire body was also stretched taut. Fortunately, she had the Wordless and Uncommunicative Yellow Rank Magic. Because of the magic she mobilized as a Star General, Galaxy Cultivators could not necessarily find her. Su Xing originally thought of letting her flee first on her own. He was on the verge of saying so when he choked it back down, for just at this time, a middle-aged man wearing a blue Taoist robe [2] appeared overhead this brambly forest; the one who stopped was exactly the Daoist Luo River.


 The Daoist Luo River held both hands behind his back, standing straight against the wind, standing on a three che [3]flying sword with a learned air about him, motionless as a mountain. Several tens of flying swords floated at his side, faintly completing an array.


 “How comical, unexpectedly hiding your abilities before This Daoist.”


 The Daoist Luo River’s pair of eyes suddenly shot pure light. Shouting, a incomparably tyrannical, almost as if it had substance, Divine Intent emanated in all directions from his eyes. The more than three zhang of trees and rock were successively dashed into tiny pieces and annihilated to smithereens by this Divine Intent that filled the entire area.


 This Blooming Water Sword Sect headmaster was exceptional, as expected. A radius of almost ten li had been enshrouded by his surly and abnormal Divine Intent. Each and every move, every iota, the slightest movement were all transmitted into the Daoist Luo River’s mind. Under the strafing of a Galaxy Late Stage’s Divine Intent, the Seventy-two Roads Concealing Star Technique unexpectedly was a bit outmatched. Faint Star Energy dispersed, already having fluctuations.


 The heart of the Su Xing who examined this situation tightened, not knowing what to do. His Star Energy’s fluctuations were more and more intense, and the Seventy-two Roads Concealing Star Technique was already on the verge of collapse, about to dissipate at any moment. In a few more seconds, his body was about to be exposed under the Daoist Luo River’s Divine Intent strafing.


 Arriving at this critical juncture, Su Xing drew in a long breath, contrarily calming down. He was about to apply that “Heart Like Mirrors Absolute Sincerity Soul Technique,” entering the Stable Heart realm. At this time, how could anyone anticipate the Thief Star Shi Yuan would be more anxious than Su Xing. In a moment of desperation, regardless of the actual situation, she suddenly leaned forward, and embracing Su Xing in both her arms, she kissed him. [4]


 The Lin Chong inside the Star Nest trembled.


 Su Xing opened both his eyes wide. Hooking onto the girl’s tongue, his mind floated away. An exotic fragrance assailed his nostrils, and the “Wordless and Uncommunicative” qi hiding art was passed through the tongue and enveloped Su Xing. Immediately, each of their presences suddenly disappeared. Both of Su Xing’s hands tightened as he shut his eyes and applied the Soul Technique. Controlling his state of mind, there was somewhat of a mishap; both he and the Thief Star could possibly be exposed. Heart Still as Water, Spirit Support Clear and Clean, and Willpower Deft, his heart was an empty mirror. [5] The spiritual power revolving around Su Xing’s surroundings was unable to bear the Divine Intent’s attack, at last dispersing in all four directions and escaping. The Divine Intent swept past Su Xing and the others’ hiding spot, yet it found an empty space without a single thing.


 The Su Xing right now was just inside a sort of profound realm, similar to staying on a bright and empty platform. Green hills and running water, conforming to Heaven and Earth, and extremely high auspicious red clouds, his body seemed to have become one with Heaven and Earth. Astonishingly, it was the unattainable Path of Oneness of Heaven and Man. [6]


 Using one’s own heart to connect with the heart of Heaven and Earth, some practitioners finished their lives without entering this state, and there were cultivators who practiced for several days who, because of one time, realized it was possible. Degree of merit, intensity of Star Energy, and acquired realms all did not matter purely because this was a sort of indiscernible fate. The advantages and disadvantages of entering the Path of Oneness of Heaven and Man were not explained clearly by anyone. Some people appreciated the will of Heaven, increasing their merit and advancing their skills. Some people got lost within the boundlessness of the will of Heaven, their very spirit assimilated by the will of Heaven, ceasing to exist.


 Fortunately, Su Xing had practiced the Heart Like Mirrors Soul Technique. He was very familiar this sort of thing that disturbed the heart. [7] Setting his state of mind, a heart to hold onto his own mind, he did not accept any foreign disturbances, retaining his own consciousness.


 During this time devoid of life, it seemed everything had been frozen. The unending high mountains were motionless, the mist not dancing, the clear water not flowing; a choking and constraining that would make one feel unable to breathe. The Heart Calm Like Water at this sort of time and space fixed the world into something even more unbearably terrifying. The spirit seemed to transform into rotten dust, experiencing a thousand years of tempering and refining.


 Su Xing remained unmoved, wholly maintaining that motionlessness, this silence of unmoving. This stationary void seemed to know Su Xing’s intentions, rigidly unchanging. It was always this stifling scenario. He did not know how much time passed, like it had been a few centuries, but it was also like a single moment. Su Xing, after all, was only a man. He was far from reaching the indifferent realm of Taoists. Although his will was firm, to be in this kind of environment for a very long time without knowing how to get out, that Still Like Water mental state also rippled, showing a weak point.


 Su Xing hastily calmed his mind, applying the spirit art.


 Luckily, Su Xing’s determination to pass the Chaotic Tail Escape and Heart Like Mirrors double tempering and refining once more added to a soldier’s endurance that an ordinary person absolutely could not bear. This stillness was like a millennium.


 “Mirror without a stand, look at mountains not as mountains, look at water not as water!”


 An incantation suddenly flashed like an epiphany through Su Xing’s mind. Was this not a verse of admonishment from the admonition riddle?


 Su Xing was enlightened with perfect wisdom, where a flash of light made everything clear. He no longer clung obstinately to his mind, rather, he looked towards the middle of this taciturn mountain and river. During this slowness, under Su Xing’s Divine Intent, this landscape finally began to flow. The empty world all of a sudden brimmed with vitality, coming alive, like peeled off eggshells, it transformed into countless bizarre symbols, characters twisting like tadpoles, all deeply engraved into Su Xing’s mind.


 That lump of emptiness slowly retreated and scattered, finally disappearing from Su Xing’s eyes without a trace.


 Su Xing could be considered very fortunate. Under Shi Qian’s “Uncommunicative” and the “Heart Like Mirrors” simultaneous usage, he unexpectedly entered the Absolute Sincerity Soul Technique’s “See Mountains not as Mountains” second realm. Previously, when he broke through the first realm, Su Xing on more than one occasion thought of entering the second realm, yet all along, he could not attain enlightenment. It seemed this Absolute Sincerity Soul Technique needed its origin to work.


 In the middle of the Soul Technique, a few refined incantations transmitted into his mind. Unexpectedly, these were several of the Heart Like Mirrors Soul Technique’s abilities, “Oneness of Heaven and Man,” [8] “Mirror Without a Stand,” [9] and “Empty Mountains and Rivers.” [10] Oneness of Heaven and Man: a type of excellent qi hiding technique. Compared with the Thief Star Shi Qian’s Wordless and Communicative, it was not at all inferior. Mirror Without a Stand: set to guard the mind, expelling fantasies and warding off evil spirits, demons and monsters, magic noises and demon technique, none lacking rapid escape. And the Empty Mountains and Rivers, then, was granting and displaying a fantastical landscape to trap the target. However, it required expending enormous amounts of Star Energy and could not necessarily succeed.


 If the Heart Like Mirrors Soul Technique had originally only been a temperament cultivation Soul Technique, not seeing Master Mirror’s life of cultivating essence, entering the second realm of the Absolute Sincerity Soul Technique was genuinely stepping into the top-notch ranks.


 A mumble.


 Su Xing opened his eyes and saw the Shi Qian that had been tightly embraced to his chest squirming in protest, and his hands happened to have one on her shoulder and the other on her butt. The Thief Star Shi Yuan’s face appeared to be red like a tomato.


 1. It used to be 36, now it’s 72? What? ?


 2. 道袍 ?


 3. 尺 ?


 4. Hold your horses! I’m just going to squash cheers for her being #3 right now; this kiss is not them signing a contract. ?


 5. 心靜止水，靈臺澄淨，意志洗練，內心一片空明 ?


 6. Alright, everyone. Kissing someone is the path to enlightenment. ?


 7. Funny how the last time, he also seemed to be kissing someone… ?


 8. 天人合一 ?


 9. 明鏡無台 ?


 10. 山水虛空 ?
﻿Chapter 71: “Five Spirits Law Heavenly Book”

 Su Xing deadpan parted lips with Shi Yuan, glancing around the vicinity. His Divine Intent already could no longer sense the Daoist Luo River, “Has he already left?” Su Xing’s completely oblivious to what happened expression made Shi Yuan open her eyes wide.


 This was too shameless. That was her, the Thief Star’s, first kiss.


 She wanted to curse a few words of hate at him, and she was on the verge of saying so when she swallowed her words. Speaking about this out loud would only add to her embarrassment, so she might as well put on a nonchalant appearance.


 “He searched for some time and left after not finding us.” Shi Yuan replied. She prepared to struggle free from Su Xing’s body, but Su Xing immediately blocked her. Several dozen escape lights flew over one after another. One look showed that they were Blooming Water Sword Sect disciples.


 “For the time being, don’t go out. We’ll set out again tomorrow. Perhaps that old Daoist is waiting for us to show ourselves.” Su Xing whispered.


 Shi Yuan hesitated for a moment. Her hand gently pushed against Su Xing’s chest, and raising her eyebrows: “Then, don’t even think of taking advantage of this Young Lady!”


 Su Xing solemnly promised, his mind wholly concerned with the surrounding vegetation. The two people’s qi hiding arts were both the finest. Never mind a Galaxy Cultivator, a Supercluster Cultivator would not find it that easy to find them, and this brambly forest’s range was a hundred li. Even if they came with a carpet style search, it was not that easy. After that, the Blooming Water Sword Sect’s dark blue escape lights were like shooting stars.


 Apparently, the Blooming Water Sword Sect was pouring out an all-out effort to find them.


 Su Xing still leisurely considered countermeasures for afterwards. Shi Yuan definitely was not this relaxed. Actually, this was the very first time she was staying alone with a man in a narrow space. Especially frightening was that she suddenly, with no explanation, kissed her counterpart. [1] Although this kiss was only a gesture of gratitude because Su Xing staked his life to accompany her on an adventure, with regards to the Thief Star, what Star Duels, what Maiden Mountain, none of it was like having someone sincerely go wild and have fun together with her.


 Shi Yuan furtively looked Su Xing up and down and discovered he actually was a very ideal man. The Thief Star vaguely somewhat understood how the Knowledge Star Wu Yong would review the Majestic Star in that way.


 Just as she was thinking these thoughts, for the latter part of the night, the Thief Star fell asleep upon Su Xing’s chest.


 Su Xing smiled as he glanced at her. Gently holding her in his embrace, he entered the state of Oneness of Heaven and Man.


 This night was sleepless.


 —


 Blooming Water Sword Sect, Heavenly Water Hall!


 All the protectors and hall masters each looked as if they were facing a great foe, cold sweat soaking their backs. In particular, the Guardian Hall of the Overboard Summit was even more pale. “Don’t worry, Hall Master Wei [2], the Headmaster will definitely catch that thief.”


 “Exactly. Hm, hm, unexpectedly stealing from directly above the Blooming Water Sword Sect’s head, they’re acting recklessly, ha, ha.”


 “Hmph!!” An exceedingly chilly, cold grunt sounded out. That laughing cultivator immediately felt his four limbs grow ice cold, oppressed where he stood by a powerful strength.


 Headmaster Daoist Luo River walked into the Heavenly Water Hall, his expression extremely unsightly and vile. The numerous cultivators present changed their expressions. Unexpectedly, the Head could not catch them.


 “Headmaster!!”


 All the disciples clasped together their hands in greeting, shouting loudly.


 “Surprisingly, someone snuck onto this school’s Blooming Water Hall and not a single person knew? Just what are you all cultivating.” Daoist Luo River yelled.


 “How can this Daoist face the secluded ancestral master and explain this to him!! Absolutely disgraceful. Overboard Peak Guardian Hall, go to the Disciplinary Hall to receive punishment!!”


 “As you wish!!”


 The Guardian Hall disciples promptly said.


 “Just what cause is that thief, that the headmaster was unable to capture them?” A female cultivator said. Although her cultivation could be said to be at Galaxy Middle Stage, the secluded ancestral master was her instructor, and she completely did not fear the so-called Head’s expression.


 “Ling Xian, [3] you’re somewhat unaware, and it is unknown what magic that thief used to disappear from before this Daoist.” Daoist Luo River sighed.


 “Do we report this to the ancestral master?”


 “Unnecessary.” Daoist Luo River resolutely declined, “It was only a petty thief. This Daoist will definitely capture him.”


 “But what was stolen was the ‘Blooming Water Divine Thunder True Technique’!” Ling Xian frowned. This was the Blooming Water Sword Sect’s guarded secret; they could not leave this unannounced.


 “I have my own position. I need not say again, the old ancestor is currently at Bian City. If, when he returns, this Daoist has not captured that bandit, then certainly we will inform the ancestral master.”


 Ling Xian said nothing more.


 “Headmaster, Chen Zhonglin and his Star General ask for an audience!”


 A disciple said.


 “Let him enter.”


 Chen Zhonglin walked into the great hall. Passing through that very night’s self-cultivation with the sect’s best healing secret pill, the two people completely did not have those sorry appearances that the numerous disciples saw last night.


 “Zhonglin, you two are actually fine?” Ling Xian asked, concerned. The Blooming Water Sword Sect indeed placed all its strength onto Chen Zhonglin and his Star General. During the Star Duels phase, saying that they were the Blooming Water Sword Sect’s most guarded treasure was not an exaggeration.


 “Many thanks to Senior Ling Xian for your concern. Thanks to the instructor and many disciples’ treatment, your junior is now already healed.”


 “Every detail of the events leading to last night’s incident.” Daoist Luo River asked.


 The rest of the people in the main hall did not dare gasp a breath.


 Chen Zhonglin briefly told the whole story once, but when he spoke about Lin Chong, the cultivators in the entire main hall actually let out a breath of cold air. “Lin Chong, you didn’t see her, did you? How could it be Lin Chong?” Ling Xian shouted, astonished.


 “Yao’er absolutely was not mistaken. That definitely was the Arctic Star Serpent Spear!” Chen Zhonglin was unsightly. How could he not be willing to see with his own eyes. The Panther Head Lin Chong astonishingly had signed a Star Duel Covenant; do not mention how envious his heart was.


 Everyone looked at each other in dismay.


 “Unexpectedly, it’s the Majestic Star! Maiden Mountain’s Five Tiger Generals!” [4]


 The situation had turned grave.


 “Hmph, even if it is Lin Chong, the one that signed the contract must die. We must capture him.” Daoist Luo River sounded cold.


 “Zhonglin, do you still remember the thief’s appearance?”


 “It was too dark. Zhonglin could not see clearly.” Chen Zhonglin shook his head.


 “In short, keep this secret first, we must not beat the grass to scare the snake. [5] As for the Blooming Water Divine Thunder True Technique, as long as the other side uses the Blooming Water Divine Thunder, we can catch him.” Ling Xian declared.


 The others nodded. It could only be this way.


 “Zhonglin, you two rest properly. The others, immediately go look for that Nebula Stage Star Master!!” Daoist Luo River ordered. He turned and left the hall, an escape light that ascended and flew towards the Blooming Water Hall.


 Inside the Blooming Water already were more than twenty disciples standing guard. Daoist Luo River entered the main hall, and securely closing the door, his hand grasping a token, he walked to an absolutely empty court. He abruptly gave a shady, lopsided cold smile: “If it is Lin Chong, then that’s even better. Cultivating that type of Divine Thunder True Technique requires you die without an intact corpse!!” Daoist Luo River laughed loudly, an actually carefree smile.


 He swept his eyes over the chamber, and moving his Divine Intent, a secret compartment popped out.


 Daoist Luo River’s smiling expression froze with a start. He saw the secret compartment was unexpectedly completely empty without a single thing inside.


 Immediately, it was as if Daoist Luo River was struck by lightning.


 “Not good, he stole the Five Spirits Heavenly Book!!”


 The Blooming Water Sword Sect already caused a great disturbance in the Rippling Wave Kingdom. In the Heavens, on the Earth and everywhere there could be seen flying swords and escape lights, making the Star Cultivators of Rippling Wave Kingdom feel uneasy. At this moment, inside An Suwen’s Health Cottage, the Blooming Water Sword Sect did not know the person they sought was at this moment openly dwelling inside the cottage’s bedroom.


 Although it was not absolute that the most dangerous place was the safest place, at this time, it was indeed very effective. When Su Xing and Shi Qian swaggered back to the cottage, practically no one found out.


 “Young Master, this time truly was too dangerous.” Wu Xinjie had lingering fears.


 “Seek riches and honor inside danger.” Su Xing laughed. Taking chances could be said to have dissolved into his blood.


 “Shi Yuan, did you get the item?” Wu Xinjie asked. This time, even Master faced such a great risk. Had the Thief Star returned empty-handed again, then she truly was unworthy of the title of Best Thief Under Heaven.


 Fortunately, the Flea on a Drum did not disappoint.


 Two items flew onto the table. One was a blue, bright jade strip, and the other was an official report booklet.


 “How are there two?”


 Lin Yingmei frowned.


 “I dunno. When this Young Lady stole that True Technique, I sensed there was a secret compartment hidden underneath. Opening it while I was there took up a lot of time, I saw this book rolled up in there, and it was called Blooming Water something.”


 This was second nature to the Thief Star. The moment she encountered a hidden mechanism or secret compartment, she could not help pitting herself against it. However, Shi Yuan was completely unaware this unintentional action actually averted a calamity for Su Xing.


 Wu Xinjie curiously looked at that rolled book. Moving her Divine Intent, a row of runes appeared. The words were like bright jewels, dark blue fading in and out, almost like flowing water. The Knowledge Star cried out in alarm.


 “Heavens, this is the ‘Five Spirits Heavenly Scroll’!!” [6]


 “Five Spirits Heavenly Scroll? What’s that?” Shi Yuan was confused, the name seemingly somewhat familiar.


 “It seems to be the same as the Blooming Water Divine Thunder True Technique?” Su Xing held that jade strip, his Divine Intent sweeping across it and then sweeping over that Five Spirits Heavenly Scroll. The first half of the cultivation technique was more or less linked, but there were some portions that were very odd. If previously Su Xing only felt something was strange yet could not comprehend it, nowadays, he entered the Absolute Sincerity Soul Technique’s See Mountains Not As Mountains second realm, and immediately he would understand the odd portions.


 The jade strip’s cultivation technique had been amended several times and would faintly establish a Mara [7] within the mind, yet that Heavenly Scroll was not the same. There were not any sort of side effects, and on the contrary, the latter stages had even more cultivation techniques.


 “What a good Blooming Water Sword Sect, truly ruthless.” Su Xing smiled coldly.


 “Master, what’s wrong?” Lin Yingmei and the other girls asked.


 Su Xing tossed the jade strip: “Hmph, this jade strip has been edited numerous times. If anyone else were to practice it, perhaps if he just cultivated to the realm, he would have no way of controlling the Divine Thunder in his body and explode.”


 “Ah??”


 They looked and immediately sensed the difference.


 Thinking it over again, they then understood what Su Xing meant when he said ruthless.


 Using a modified Blooming Water Divine Thunder True Technique placed on top, the true technique would actually be hidden in the secret compartment. With things this way, even if someone were to come steal it, they certainly would not think the genuine technique would be hidden underneath. Pity that they ran into a robber the likes of Shi Qian who stole both books. Of course, even more unexpected was that Su Xing could see through this at a glance.


 “However, this Blooming Water Technique Scroll is really terrific. The power incantation inside is simply unimaginable. According to the practice on this, it’s no wonder that this Blooming Water Divine Thunder is so powerful…the one who created this cultivation technique is truly extraordinary. Heh, heh, we stole his successors’ closely guarded secret to practice. Isn’t that a bit too brilliant?” Su Xing chuckled.


 The Knowledge Star smiled.


 “Young Master is overthinking. As Xinjie sees it, the true thief should be the Blooming Water Sword Sect!!”


 “Eh??”


 The group did not understand.


 Wu Xinjie smiled: “This scroll is definitely the legendary Liangshan’s immemorial secret treasure, ‘Five Spirits Law Heavenly Book’!” [8]


 Author’s Note


 Pleading for your votes and hoarding.


 1. That’s cause she’s practicing! For the contract, of course…or…maybe… ?


 2. 魏堂主 ?


 3. 玲仙 ?


 4. 五虎猛將 ?


 5. Inadvertently warn an enemy ?


 6. 五靈天書卷 ?


 7. 魔障 ?


 8. 五靈正法天書 ?
﻿Chapter 72: The Kiss Contract and The Maiden Mountain Sisters

 “Immemorial secret treasure ‘Five Spirits Law Heavenly Book’?”


 The ancient and secret treasure phrases that Wu Xinjie spoke of made the people present all draw in a cold breath.


 A thousand years have yet to pass since the ninth Liangshan Continent Star Duels. The time before these thousand years was known to everyone as the Ancient Wild,[1 上古蠻荒] and the even more ancient time was known as the Immemorial Great Desolation [1]. That perhaps was a world of hundreds of millions of years of primal chaos. An ancient secret treasure absolutely would make the entire Liangshan surge into chaos.


 “Didn’t we hear that this was the Blooming Water Sword Sect’s founder’s original secret technique? Could it be said that he was an immemorial cultivator?” An Suwen leisurely entered the room and heard Wu Xinjie’s terrifying tale. The Knowledge Star had extreme talent, ability and insight vast as the ocean, and no one would doubt what she said.


 “And that’s why I said the Blooming Water Sword Sect is the swindler.” The Knowledge Star giggled.


 The Five Spirits Heavenly Book altogether was divided into the Five Elements and five scrolls, recording Liangshan’s Five Elements Great Secret Technique. Regarding the Five Elements Astonishing Thunders’ cultivation, perhaps no other text of secret arts could be even more comprehensive than the Five Spirits Heavenly Book. For anyone that received one of these scrolls, even if it was not a Five Elements Astonishing Thunder that could be refined into a great power, this Five Spirits Heavenly Book was the “Blooming Water Scroll.”


 “The cultivator that began the Blooming Water Sword Sect posed himself as the creator. Besides founding the school, he even made the cosmetic change ‘Blooming Water Divine Thunder True Technique.’ What is he if not a cheat.” Wu Xinjie coldly smiled. This method of duping the entire Liangshan Continent for the past several hundreds of years was truly awesome. However, this did concern the Five Spirits Heavenly Book that simply was never before seen by anyone.


 “And we don’t know how he obtained this Five Spirits Heavenly Book.”


 Everyone contemplated this.


 Shi Yuan clapped her hands to interrupt their pondering, smiling: “Since it’s an Immemorial Secret Treasure, then Su Xing, you really picked up something for cheap. This Young Lady has now satisfactorily completed the mission. I, on the other hand, will go study very meticulously this Mo Attack Mechanism Records, so I won’t be keeping you company.”


 Su Xing’s opened his mouth, apparently also not having any reason to detain the Thief Star. Nodding, he said: “Then you be a bit more careful!” [2]


 “Many thanks for the young master’s concern!”


 Shi Yuan winked.


 “Su Xing, you too. They definitely will not let you go for this Immemorial Secret Treasure.”


 “Shi Yuan, don’t you want to be together with us?” Wu Xinjie glanced at Su Xing, openly saying: “Since you helped us steal this secret treasure, the Blooming Water Sword Sect won’t let you go either.”


 “Let them bring it on. This Young Lady isn’t afraid at all.” The Thief Star scoffed. Opening the door, she was just about to leave when she suddenly remembered something. Smiling as she turned around: “This Young Lady heard that sect’s people say Relic Blade Sand was recently discovered at Bian City, but a Supercluster Cultivator has reportedly also appeared. Su Xing, if you were just a bit more bold, then you actually could go take a look.”


 After she said these words, her figure jumped, and left without looking back just like that.


 “Shi Qian truly goes her own way.” [3]


 Su Xing held the Five Spirits Heavenly Book Blooming Water Scroll. Crooked characters the size of tadpoles on the surface of the paper floated up. These characters were very peculiar, appearing to be just like a river, faintly carrying a chill that intimidated people.


 Practicing the secret technique recorded, Su Xing practiced according to what was written once, and sure enough, it was extraordinary. The originally seemingly dying Blooming Water Divine Thunder nurtured inside his body flowed swiftly like rivers. A boundless majesty, it almost wanted to break out of his body. Fortunately, Su Xing had an absolutely valiant ocean of consciousness. Matching the Absolute Sincerity Soul Technique to this intensifying Blooming Water Divine Thunder to suppress it.


 Then, he started to refine it bit by bit.


 The Blooming Water Divine Thunder gradually turned dark from its initial light color.


 When Su Xing started to refine the Blooming Water Divine Thunder’s power, Wu Xinjie and Lin Yingmei kept close by at his side.


 “Shi Qian kissed Master!” Lin Yingmei abruptly uttered this sentence aloud.


 Wu Xinjie nearly choked. She looked at the Majestic Star, amazed. “The Thief Star and Master kissed?”


 “En.” Lin Yingmei felt that she needed to inform this matter to her. A Star Maiden kissing the Master of other Star Generals was too strange.


 The Knowledge Star clearly understood that the Thief Star was probably moved by Su Xing. Thinking about it, it seemed to be the case. Daring to go with her to the Blooming Water Sword Sect to face danger, this absolutely was not an ordinary sort of trust. When the Thief Star originally raised this request, it was hard to avoid not probing Su Xing’s intentions. She could not help recalling that she originally took a lot of trouble as well as twists and turns, even unscrupulously plotting against Lin Yingmei to sign a contract with Su Xing.


 Now, it could be assumed that the Knowledge Star felt this was rather nebulous. The Master she encountered was one in ten thousand, a giant among men, able to contract with two Star Generals.


 “Did she form a contract?” Wu Xinjie did not know why she was unexpectedly somewhat looking forward to this. Although she knew her own question was naive, contracting with Maiden Mountain’s Star Generals had three types of conditions. One type of condition was that during the contracting ceremony, the Star General had no way to refuse. This was Liangshan Continent’s very mainstream point of view – defeat the Star General and make her swear allegiance.


 The second type was to swear a Promise Ceremony [4]. This type of contract was established on the foundation that both sides were willing, and the Star Generals and Star Masters that could form this type of contract both would increase their strength drastically. Every major sect and sword school would select this method, exploiting countless terms to attract a Star General to contract.


 The third type of condition could be said to be even higher level, even more illusory – the Kiss Contract!


 The Star Generals contract’s highest ceremony, the kiss! As a condition, when a Star Cultivator successfully kissed a Star Maiden, a mutual ceremony would be smoothly born.


 However, every generation of Star Masters that could do the “Kiss Contract” were perhaps all rare as phoenix feathers. The reason was very simple. Star Maidens saw kisses the same as their own lives; how could they easily offer such a thing. Even if there were some Star Masters and Star Generals whose strength reached the peak, they each could not kiss each other. The Star Master did not dare use force; if both sides of the contract filled in the cracks, that was absolutely deadly.


 Besides viewing a kiss as chastity, there was another reason that restricted the number of Kiss Contracts, and this was the Star Master itself. Maybe some people could exploit every sort of means to seize the chance to kiss a Star Maiden, but inevitably, they carried every sort of ambition and desire. Any sort of negative distracting thoughts would inevitably make forming a contract impossible. Only those types that did not think of it as a contract, but wholeheartedly cared for the Star General herself could succeed in a Kiss Contract. [5]


 Liangshan Continent’s Star Masters that kissed Star Maidens certainly all would have the thought of signing a contract, and this also led to the rarity of Kiss Contracts. However, how could Wu Xinjie know that, originally, Su Xing and Lin Chong’s contract was accidentally this third type, the “Kiss Contract.”


 Lin Yingmei perhaps also recalled this matter. Her face slightly red, she oddly stared at Wu Xinjie briefly: “At that time, Shi Qian was merely considering Master’s safety. There weren’t thoughts of signing a contract, so a contract was not possible.”


 Wu Xinjie nodded, somewhat regretful. Star Masters that possessed two Star Generals were already genious. Three Star Generals was only her delusion, nothing more. [6]


 “Wu Yong, why do you want to let Master contract Shi Qian this much?” Lin Yingmei asked.


 “Yingmei, are you jealous?” Wu Xinjie chuckled.


 Lin Yingmei got angry: “Wu Yong, what nonsense is this.”


 Wu Xinjie laughed, not provoking Lin Yingmei any further. Being able to make Lin Chong willing to sign a contract, some odd element must be involved. The Knowledge Star restrained her frivolous manner, giving a drawn out sigh.


 “Actually, we’re all sisters, yet why must we fight so fiercely…” [7]


 “The meaning of our descent is only for this reason?”


 “Don’t tell me that Maiden Mountain’s 108 Stars shouldn’t be one?”


 “Xinjie is not hoping to go change a notion that took shape a thousand years ago, but having more sisters is never a bad thing.”


 Lin Yingmei went blank, silent.


 Maiden Mountain Sisters?


 Inside the dog eat dog Star Duels, were there still people that remembered this?


 This question.


 She had no way of replying.


 Author’s Note:


 The things concerning contracts, I originally thought of explaining them when An Suwen is contracted.


 Signing Shi Qian has arranged a climax…


 A contract seems to be like a marriage, something lifelong. To blow up the main point, it’s not.


 1. 太古洪荒 ?


 2. Spoilers: She tried. ?


 3. Loving her, is it the right thing to do? ?


 4. 儀式諾言 ?


 5. Explaining why Su Xing could contract with Yingmei even though she was unconscious. ?


 6. And soon, there will be an entire harem. ?


 7. 龍爭虎鬥 ?
﻿Chapter 73: Sworn Brother and Sister, The Emotional Suwen

 After staying at the Health Cottage for several consecutive days, the Blooming Water Sword Sect gradually withdrew its great fanfare. Liangshan Continent was large; finding a person was truly not that simple to do. Su Xing also finished learning the technique of the Five Spirits Heavenly Book Blooming Water Scroll over this time period, successfully refining the Blooming Water Divine Thunder once. Legends said that after twenty-one refinements were completed, Star Cultivators soon afterwards could refine the Blooming Water Divine Thunder into any sort of form, as if controlling another arm.


 On this day, Su Xing set out to bid farewell to An Suwen.


 These past days, they were under the care of the Efficacious Star. Not only doing every sort of convenience in Rippling Wave Kingdom, but Su Xing also feasted his eyes on the materials of pills and herbs, even becoming proficient in that tiny bit of knowledge of pill concoction.


 An Suwen was earnestly adorable. Looking after him in every possible way made Su Xing very moved. He could not help but think of her like the little sister in a family; he was extremely reluctant to part. However, since ancient times, heroes feared a soft countryside lacking a heroic air the most. Su Xing also knew that he could not delay. Next, he needed to go to the Great Liang Dynasty not only to see the Divine Star Platform to hear about the matter of “becoming an outlaw,” the Relic Blade Sand of Bian City was also a required aspiration.


 “Young master, careful on the road. Return any time you wish.” An Suwen faintly smiled, gifting some pills specially refined for today.


 “How about we become sworn siblings as of this day?” Su Xing momentarily had an impulse.


 An Suwen gasped in astonishment, red clouds flying across her cheeks.
𝘧𝓇𝑒𝑒𝑤ℯ𝑏𝓃𝘰𝑣ℯ𝘭.𝘤ℴ𝘮

 Lin Yingmei and Wu Xinjie looked at Su Xing, dumbstruck. Their own Master truly could not be judged with common sense, unexpectedly wanting to be sworn siblings with the Efficacious Star. It seemed the Master really did not treat the Star Duels as a thing.


 “Young master Su Xing, do not make a joke out of Suwen.” An Suwen repeatedly shook her head, softly saying: “Suwen believes she cannot match the two sisters at the young master’s side.”


 “What do you two feel about Suwen and I becoming sworn brother and sister?” Su Xing asked.


 Lin Yingmei uttered not a word, definitely not in opposition.


 Wu Xinjie rolled her eyes, showing a cheerful smile, “Suwen, Young Master is this considerate of you, are you turning your back on Young Master?”


 “Elder Sister obviously knows Suwen is not thinking like this.” The Efficacious Star Divine Physician was somewhat embarrassed.


 “Heh, heh, then Little Sister Suwen is Master’s little sister from now on. Hm, hm whoever dares to bully Little Sister Suwen is basically bullying my Master!” How could the Efficacious Star not know what Wu Xinjie was implying. This was even more like some sort of disguised contract, a covert protection.


 “It looks like I still cannot match up with you, Suwen.” Su Xing pretended to be disappointed.


 “There is no need for the young master to say as such. As long as the young master does not avoid this burden that is Suwen, Suwen promises the young master that it is so.” An Suwen bit her lip. Even Lin Yingmei could not help but smile upon seeing her bashful blushing.


 Wu Xinjie laughed loudly without restraint, holding two cups of oath swearing sake. [1]


 “The ancients have the Oath of the Peach Garden. [2] Today has Master and Suwen forge a conjugal union…”


 Conjugal union, yeah, right. Su Xing glared at her, but he still merrily drank the sake, and sprinkling it: “From this day forth, An Suwen, you are my, Su Xing’s, little sister. Your brother swears under oath, if in the future, brother treats you unfairly, then it shall be as if this celadon cup has ended…” Su Xing grasped the cup in his hand, and the celadon cup immediately became specks.


 An Suwen’s eyes were slightly red. Opening her mouth, she wanted to say some things, but she could not speak.


 “Little Sister Suwen, won’t you say ‘Brother’?” Wu Xinjie teased.


 An Suwen returned to her expression. Looking towards Su Xing, she softly called, Big Brother.


 Su Xing burst with joy, saying, embarrassed: “Don’t be this awkward. Just being like usual will be fine.”


 “Little Sister Suwen, then do you want to go with us to Bian City?” Lin Yingmei opened her mouth.


 “If Big Brother has business, then Little Sis naturally will arrive. It’s only that to this Bian City that Little Sis cannot go. It can’t be said for sure that Shi Yuan will return to ask for information about Brother Su Xing.” An Suwen softly said.


 “That’s also fine.” Su Xing nodded. This trip to Bian City would be ominous and dangerous. Before they lacked bedding in Liangshan again, An Suwen staying at the Health Cottage was clearly even safer somewhat.


 Suwen pondered. Gently pulling her fine black hair, from inside a decorative jade hairpin, she took out a bead. This bead seemed ordinary, but along with the fragrant scent she spat out, that bead immediately seemed to have had a layer of dust brushed away. It became transparent and pure, and its inside faintly had a splendid light flash.


 “This ‘Detoxification Bead’ [3] Little Sis gifts to Brother to use for self-protection.”


 “Detoxification Bead?”


 The nearby two girls showed a surprised expression. It seems this Detoxification Bead’s value was considerable.


 Su Xing promptly shook his head, waving his hand in refusal, “I’ll leave this to you for your self-protection, I cannot accept it!”


 An Suwen smiled: “Brother’s words are mistaken. Little Sister does not fear a hundred poisons. An Suwen only held onto this Detoxification Bead to use as an accessory. Brother, on the outside, Liangshan is ruthless. Having a Detoxification Bead for protection, Little Sister can feel relieved. If Brother does not accept it, then this turning your back on Little Sister…”


 What Su Xing had said early had been turned around by An Suwen to reverse their positions.


 “Then I’ll gift you a little something as well.” Su Xing compromised. Searching through his Astral Bag for awhile, he did not find something that suited An Suwen. The Astral Treasure Profound Star Barrier was suitable, however she would not accept it. At this time, Su Xing suddenly recalled the good item he obtained at the Kunwu Ancient Monument, taking out a jadeite Astral Treasure.


 “Ah, an Astral Treasure?” Wu Xinjie was startled, and An Suwen was also shocked. This sort of super rare item was more than enough to spare in, even if it was exchanged for a Detoxification Bead.


 “Look inside.” Su Xing indicated to her.


 Inside this jadeite gem, only a slim monster could be seen frozen inside. “This is the Ancient Strange Beast Spirit Swallowing Dragon?” [4] An Suwen very quickly recognized it: “Brother, how could you have something like this.”


 Lin Yingmei briefly told the events at the Kunwu Ancient Monument. This was also the first time Wu Xinjie was made aware that the Kunwu Ancient Monument was actually solved by Su Xing, momentarily shocked.


 “I’m unable to train this Spirit Swallowing Dragon. Little Sis Suwen, you are the Divine Physician, you should have some understanding regarding this. Keeping this on me is a waste. I’ll leave this for your protection.” Su Xing smiled, completely from the heart.


 An Suwen covered her mouth, her body slightly trembling, a mist lingering in her eyes.


 “This, what’s the matter…” Su Xing was frozen, not understanding why An Suwen suddenly lost her composure. How could he have known this shock brought to the Efficacious Star by the thing he raised. Previously, An Suwen only felt Su Xing and she signing a contract was perhaps because she was the Divine Physician, but when he took out the Astral Gemstone’s Essence Swallowing Dragon, everything was different.


 The Spirit Swallowing Dragon was an Ancient Strange Beast, a beast that specifically fed on essence. If it could be trained, then it absolutely was a terrifying trump card. This sort of thing was simply more powerful than an Ancient Astral Treasure to the unarmed and defenseless Efficacious Star. [5] Su Xing should be able to understand why putting this Strange Beast in her hand would elicit a shock, however, without any hesitation, it was clear that Su Xing truly viewed her as a relative.[1 Uh-oh, does this mean contracting her is out of the question?]


 How could this sort of trust not make the Efficacious Star moved.


 Wu Xinjie also advised her to accept it. The Knowledge Star actually was thinking purely of using this as a pretext to make the Efficacious Star loyal only to Master and no other. Additionally, like Su Xing said, although and Ancient Strange Beast was good, truly rearing it still required a person the likes of the Efficacious Star Divine Physician for that to work. Otherwise, it was still a waste.


 “Little Sister definitely will not disappoint Brother.” An Suwen solemnly promised.


 “You have to carefully avoid people’s eyes and ears.” Su Xing ordered.


 Su Xing then gave those Thunder Water Flowers and Thunder Water Flower Snake Crown all to the Efficacious Star to refine, and afterwards was another order.


 Finally, the girl even kissed Su Xing’s cheek, “Brother, you’re worrisome!” Under the Efficacious Star’s caring gaze, Su Xing, Lin Yingmei and Wu Xinjie boarded the Wind Swayed Raft and departed.


 Destination.


 Great Liang Dynasty [6] – Bian City!


 1. 結義清酒 ?


 2. 桃園三結義 ?


 3. 解毒珠 ?


 4. 吞精蛟, previously was Spirit Engulfing Flood Dragon ?


 5. That’s what he thinks… ?


 6. Gong Caiwei, mine fair Lady, wherefore art thou? Thy husband hath returned! ?
﻿Chapter 74: Bian City’s Secret Rumors

 The lady adorned in red plays music at treasure pavilion pagoda, the scholar recites and walks near the beautiful bridge of flowing water. [1]


 Bian City was the Great Liang Dynasty’s capital. Her magnificent, classical beauty made Su Xing, who was used to seeing modernized cities, and then seeing city-states with such rich history, unbearably shook up for a bit.


 Richly decorated dwellings and pavilion chambers were everywhere. When he was looking down from the Wind Swayed Raft in the sky, red walls and green willows, flying smoke thin as cotton, and an imperial palace of gold, jade and colored glass was just like a gigantic, entrenched dragon. Imposing and majestic, it was worthy of the name of Liangshan Continent’s number one dynasty.


 As for the current emperor, Liang Huizong, [2] he was also a legendary character. His Mother Empress was a royal consort, and the time when Liang Huizong was born was the moment the internal palace underwent a power struggle. When he was born, he was met with an assassination, and his mother died for him. Liang Huizong was rescued from the imperial palace by a palace maid, and afterwards, he coincidentally had the opportunity to enter the “True Immortal Hall,” becoming an outstanding Star Cultivator.


 Afterwards, when he was eighteen, he learned of his own identity that year. Despite his instructor’s warnings, he alone killed his way into the Imperial Palace to seize power.


 That battle could be said to have ended now since the dawn of time. At the time, the rest of the crown princes at the imperial palace had many schools supporting them. Behind them were Star Cultivators working behind the scenes, yet Liang Huizong relied on the “Seventy-two Outer Void Deities Sword Style” [3] to bloodily purge Bian City. Reportedly, at the time, the Dragon River [4] protecting the city was dark red, like blood. Only after seventy days was the river clear, and from then on, all under heaven acknowledged his rule.


 Liangshan Continent had a tacit understanding that schools would absolutely not be involved in the secular world. However, Liang Huizong’s status was special. At his back was the True Immoral Hall, and the rest of the schools that saw this could only turn a blind eye.


 Where was the school known as True Immortal Hall?


 Star Cultivators had a limerick that went like this.


 “One clear, two halls, three palaces, four sword sections; five lakes, six oceans, seven mountains, from eight directions, nine firmaments azure dragons!” [5]


 The meaning was that these ten great schools could intimidate the Azure Dragon of the Nine Firmaments, and various barbarians paid tribute. Furthermore, the True Immortal Hall was one of the two halls. Originally, every large school did not permit admittance of the imperial family into its halls, but Liang Huizong was an exception; he certainly was a cultivation and military genius. In the end, those schools heaved a great sigh whenever they discussed this affair: fate.


 Because of this, the True Immortal Hall’s power seemed to pressure the Clear Void Path of “one clear.”


 Although Liang Huizong’s violent and bloody rise to power made countless people resentful and discontent, afterwards was the enlightenment of politics. Officials treated each other well and brave individuals came forth in great numbers to open up the frontier in a ten year expedition for ten years of peace and prosperity; after twenty years, the Great Liang Dynasty’s military accomplishments were at their golden age as writing styles bloomed and the literati came out in droves with beautiful articles unexpectedly surpassing that from the past. Soon after, Liang Huizong encouraged even more for all restrictions of influential families joining sects. Formerly, Liang Taizong passed down an “execution of all relatives order” during his reign for the sake of worrying about the rest of the clans’ power expand to their former glory before the Star Cultivators, making countless good, talented and accomplished youths harbor grudges endlessly.


 It was precisely this condition that completely roped in the rest of the hierarchy.


 The other sects recruited disciples from the imperial family, the nobility and the landowning class continuously.


 Just like how a Bian City had the shadows of at least a hundred schools, for this reason, Liang Huizong specially constructed an inner castle for Star Cultivators within the city.


 Su Xing piloted the Wind Swayed Raft to descend outside the city so as not to attract attention. Lin Yingmei and Wu Xinjie also entered the Star Nest. Bian City , after all, was the Great Liang Dynasty’s national capital. Its school were innumerable; it simply was a dragon’s pool and a tiger’s den.


 “Liang Huizong unexpectedly is this powerful. He certainly would not renounce a Star General?” Su Xing recalled Gong Caiwei. Her father was Prince Feng Wu, [6] was he not?


 Wu Xinjie had previously visited Bian City; the Knowledge Star’s understanding of many events was far greater than anyone’s. “Correct, and far beyond what Young Master can expect.”


 “How so?”


 “The Great Liang Dynasty Imperial Family altogether has at least three Star Masters!”


 “Ah, three??” Su Xing was startled.


 “Correct, at least three.” Wu Xinjie said: “Liang Huizong has nine sons and six daughters. The oldest is seventeen this year. The youngest should only be a month. There are five already qualified to become his successor, and Liang Huizong’s method of selecting the heir of the title of Emperor, young Master, what is your guess?”


 “Star Duel?” Su Xing was blank.


 “Right, it’s a Star Duel.”


 “Isn’t that internal strife?” Lin Yingmei said. A great majority of schools generally only would foster one Star Master. The cause for this was not awfully complicated; Star Duels could only have one victor at the very end.


 If the five successors all inherited Star Masters, the best outcome was that four would necessarily die; the worst would be a complete wipe out. Su Xing’s heart thought that this Ling Huizong was indeed iron-blooded and pitiless. Was this not just callously watching his own sons and daughters be sent to die? However, thinking it over once more, going by this Great Liang Dynasty’s robust foundation, the Liang Clan Imperial Family actually could possibly become the final victor.


 “Young Master, the Liang Clan Imperial Family has two people you must look out for!!” Wu Xinjie’s tone was cautious.


 “What sort of people?”


 “The current Great Liang Dynasty’s Princess Ling Yan, [7] and the second crown prince, Zhao Heng. [8] As far as I know, theirs are both extraordinary Star Generals.”


 Su Xing nodded his head. Even if she was lacking, the Star Maiden able to become the Imperial Family’s would not be too lacking anywhere after that.


 Entering Bian City, Su Xing found a “Happiness and Fortune Inn” [9] and requested for a large guestroom. Then, without stopping to rest, he rushed to the market square; he already did not have too much time given to understand Bian City.


 At the time Su Xing went to the square, in a corner of the Imperial City in the northern part of Bian City, within an imposing and grand mansion, a young person wearing a flimsy green shirt stood inside a pavilion, both hands behind his back, a very rare look of satisfaction on his face as he appreciated the sights outside pavilion.


 A beautiful and splendid woman stood to the side not far away, a long skirt [10] with cotton thread binding tight the satin fabric, exhibited an exquisite and alluring appearance. Her tube top and blue butterfly outer garment sheltered her white skin. The surrounding blue stripes gave a dim blue light when examined carefully, and her sparkling and pure earrings hung, swaying in the wind; fine black hair dispersed across her shoulders used a blood red bellflower hairpin to pull up. Stuck in and tilting, flowing like clouds, it seemed like crow’s hair.


 Thinly applied makeup, eyebrows like bent willows, and a light point of vermilion in the middle of her forehead, she seemed beautiful and moving. Her delicate hands kept a red sheet inside her vermilion lips, like blood. Her languid thoughts were hardly covered up. Her bearing seemed to be lazy.


 In a moment, the girl suddenly turned towards the garden entrance, that pair of beautiful eyes vigilant and demonically charming.


 And at this not remote flower garden entrance came the sound of footsteps. Then a black-hat and embroidered gown wearing old man appeared there; when he lifted his head, he just happened to meet the girl’s snake-like and demonic, deviant eyes, and he could not help but tremble and sound a cold war alarm in his heart.


 The girl put on a playful smile.


 That youth simultaneously turned his gaze, faintly saying: “Elder Yun, [11] how is Bian City right now?”


 “Reporting to Your Majesty. Star Cultivators that have heard of the Kunwu Sand have come in quite the numbers.” Elder Yun forced a laugh and then walked over. His cultivation, in any case, had reached the Galaxy Stage, much higher than the youth at Nebula Middle Stage before him. But even if things were like this, when the old man faced towards this man, he still showed a respectful and deferential veneration, and to no other. The youth before him was the Great Liang Dynasty’s second crown prince, Zhao Heng.


 “Has a Star Master taken the bait?” Zhao Heng smiled.


 “Those Star Masters are very careful and have not been detected. Actually, a Supercluster Stage Cultivator has been drawn here.” Elder Yun whispered.


 “A Supercluster Cultivator. Hmph, could my elder sister not have returned either?” Zhao Heng coldly smiled.


 “I heard Princess Ling Yan has appeared at You Province.” [12]


 “Truly disappointing. I of the palace [13] have not fought a bout with sister in a long time. I of the palace also wants to know if a Three Star Destined Weapon can cut down Maiden Mountain’s Five Great Generals.” The girl coldly said.


 Zhao Heng and the elderly man glanced at the girl, each showing different expressions.


 “There is something I must inform you of, Your Majesty.” The elder suddenly recalled something.


 “What’s that?”


 “The Immortal Hero Princess has already left the Heavenly Ice Sacred Temple without permission…” [14]


 1. 紅妝按樂於寶榭層樓，白面行歌近畫橋流水 Poetry, the bane of translators. ?


 2. 梁徽宗 ?


 3. 七十二虛空天外飛仙劍法 ?


 4. 龍河 ?


 5. “一清雙殿三宮四劍宗，五湖六海七山八方從，九霄蒼龍!” Tried to keep the rhyme intact; should be four sword sects as well as a singular dragon. ?


 6. 風武親王 ?


 7. 凌煙公主 ?


 8. 趙恆 ?


 9. 福運客棧 ?


 10. 飄廖裙 ?


 11. 雲長老 ?


 12. 幽州 ?


 13. 本宮 Gong Caiwei uses this same honorific, but her usage is more ambiguous since her surname itself is also 宮. To distinguish, that’s why I had translated hers as “This Gong.” This distinction works anyways since this speaker is a Star Maiden, I believe. ?


 14. I can smell an arranged marriage cliche coming from a mile away… ?
﻿Chapter 75: Clear Void Hall, The Dragon Gathering

 Su Xing went in an entire circle at the Bian City Market Square, and it deserved to be called the Great Liang Dynasty’s national capital. Due to the first under heaven Emperor Liang Huizong overseeing things, every large school, sword sect and the like, as well as the amount of Scattered Star Cultivators that came to Bian City numbered in the ten thousands. This place’s items were far more complete than the Heavenly River Market Square, and the prices were even more expensive. A single bottle of “Qi Recovery Pills” cost more than a thousand liang of gold. Su Xing settled for a bottle of very good “Return Spirit Liquid” that had a price even higher, at several ten thousands liang of gold. However, if it were swapped over to a Star Cultivator’s necessary artifacts, pills, secret techniques and so one, bartering was actually not that demanding.
𝚏𝗿𝗲𝐞𝚠𝕖𝐛𝗻𝗼𝐯𝕖𝚕.𝚌𝗼𝗺

 Seeing things like this, Su Xing found out he was actually quite poor. The gold in his pockets was approximately fifty thousand liang, and he had only just purchased more than one bottle of Return Spirit Liquid. As for the rest of the tantalizing artifacts, he simply need not look at them any longer.


 Su Xing walked all over through more than a hundred shops and did not see Relic Blade Sand. On the other hand, Thunder Fire Sand, Pure Copper Fine Steel [1] and such were innumerable. However, what Su Xing considered about, first of all, was the Relic Blade Sand. This sort of item had to be set aside for the time being.


 Finally, Su Xing could only place his hopes upon Bian City Market Square’s “Clear Void Treasure Hall.” [2]


 Speaking of the Clear Void Treasure Hall, it was very interesting. The True Immortals Hall [3] increasingly expanded through Liang Huizong’s power, and the benefits distributed made the Clear Void Path’s inner circle somewhat resentful. Liang Huizong also was an enlightened sovereign king, and seeing this, he then established in Bian City an “auction.” The goal was to concentrate some first-rate materials together. Some low rank cultivators that possibly possessed good items did not dare sell, after all, some top-notch treasured materials possibly would attract a deadly disaster. “Treasuring a jade ring becomes a crime,” [4] this logic was a required learning for every Star Cultivator entering the Astral.


 Besides seizing the opportunity to grow Bian City’s Star Cultivators, the market square also let the Clear Void Daoists a portion of the profits. This sort of auction style that publicly offered sales actually received doubt when it first started, but along with several valued artifacts, pills and so on being sold, the auction afterwards then rose to fame. It was an even greater enticement, especially towards low level Star Cultivators. Liangshan Continent was so large, and it could not be said for sure what happy encounter could be picked up. Keeping some hot items at the present stage were useless, so it was better off to use them to be sold. Yet, low level cultivation Star Cultivators would not dare take them out, and with things like this, the auction would then give them the best channel.


 By only receiving a small intermediaries’ fee, they could attract hundreds of powerful Star Cultivators to fall over each other in their eagerness to buy. Both sides each had something to gain, and for the sake of letting the auction making the other Star Cultivators relax, Liang Huizong then handed it over to Liangshan Continent’s number one school, the “Clear Void Daoists.”


 Furthermore, it was dubbed with a good name, “Clear Void Treasure Hall!”


 Su Xing’s sole valuable was precisely the corpse of the Ancient Demon Beast Blooming Water Dragon, and exchanging this for Relic Blade Sand would not be a problem. If Su Xing wanted to sell the Dragon, he only needed to do it at the Clear Void Treasure Hall.


 Su Xing thought it over. Although this Dragon was an Ancient Demon Beast, it was not at the point it would make the number one school in the land smash their own signboard. Thinking of this, Su Xing ingested an “Change Appearance Pill.” [5] This was a pill that An Suwen specially refined, and this foster sister was quite attentive to know that in Bian City, Su Xing inevitably could not reveal his real face. This pill required many tens upon tens of thousands of liang of gold; pill refiners actually had prospective futures.


 And An Suwen had just only three.


 Swallowing the Change Appearance Pill, the pill’s power spreading felt just like there were ten thousand ants climbing about on his face and was extremely painful. His bones’ squirming movements were audible, his flesh also incessantly changing. Su Xing felt his face seemingly be melted like a scheduled demolition, finally subsiding only after a long while. Looking at the mirror, Su Xing’s appearance transformed from a determined and dashing soldier’s look to a full beard, the uneven and ugly face of a middle aged man. [6]


 How unsightly.


 The ugly went with the ugly, and the Change Appearance Pill only had five hours of effect. Su Xing then walked over to the Clear Void Treasure Hall without stopping to rest.


 A black-clothed boy received Su Xing. Seeing his purpose of coming was to auction an item, he then led him to see the shopkeeper. If Star Cultivators wanted to sell, they first of all had to let the shopkeeper give the goods an inspection to determine if there were sufficient qualifications, and then they would arrange a date.


 The shopkeeper was a slightly putting on weight fatty. His cultivation was at Nebula Late Stage, and when he saw Su Xing, his eyes held some revulsion. Most probably, this appearance actually was too unsightly. However, in any case, he has operated for more than ten years, and he saw many cultivators sell more than a few valuable objects. He said: “My friend, I wonder what you want to auction off?”


 “This!” Su Xing’s voice penetrated with an all-out effort. He opened his bag a crack.


 The Shopkeeper wrinkled his brow. Sweeping his Divine Intent towards the bag’s opening, his slightly loathing expression immediately turned dumbstruck. “This…This is…”


 “Please wait a bit, friend. This item is actually very far from my expectations. This one who is beneath you needs to report to the senior shopkeeper!”


 Su Xing nodded.


 After a moment passed, an old man with a long beard white as snow lifted the curtain and walked in. The old man’s eyes were full, his face completely rosy, wearing a robe that let off dust, showing a refined and artistic air. A sort of dignity like a tsunami make Su Xing almost drop to his knees in submission. [7] Unexpectedly, it was a Supercluster Stage Cultivator!


 “How is this friend addressed?” The old man’s voice was gentle. His cultivation was at least Galaxy Stage, but he did not have the slightest amount of arrogance, making Su Xing have a very favorable impression. Indeed worthy of being called the Clear Void Daoists, Liangshan’s number one great immortals school.


 “Your servant is Zou Sihai.” [8] Su Xing randomly put together a name. “May I ask honored senior?”


 Zou Sihai? [9]


 When Wu Xinjie heard this name Su Xing cooked up, she could not help but want to laugh.


 “This old Daoist is the ‘Daoist Cool Breeze.’ I wonder if Fellow Zou could give this old Daoist a look at that item?” Daoist Cool Breeze asked.


 After looking at it, the Daoist Cool Breeze did not show astonishment like that shopkeeper. Lightly smiling, and with a little hint of mystery and enigma: “The Ancient Demon Beast Blooming Water Dragon actually is very rarely seen. A pity the Blooming Water Thunder Dragon Pill is no more. A pity, such a pity.”


 “Could it be it can’t be auctioned?” Su Xing asked.


 “Of course it isn’t. This is indeed the most valuable article the Clear Void Treasure Hall has seen in the past few years. May I ask, this Blooming Water Dragon, where did Fellow Zou obtain it?” The Daoist Cool Breeze slightly smiled.


 Su Xing had already thought of an excuse that he blurted out. “I was with a fellow when we happened to see this Dragon on its dying breath which we then rationally cut down. He took away the Blooming Water Dragon Pill and the Dragon’s soul. This Dragon’s corpse was then given to your servant.” Su Xing put on a lamenting expression.


 The two Star Cultivators looked at him very sympathetically. This Ancient Demon Beast’s greatest valuables were just that Blooming Water Dragon Pill and Dragon Soul, which were at least a hundred times more valuable than this Dragon Corpse. The Daoist Cool Breeze did not doubt Su Xing’s words; he already saw that this dragon indeed had arrived at old age, like it had been repressed for ages. Already at its dying breath, they had walked into a fortunate meeting.


 “Since this issue is the Ancient Demon Beast Blooming Water Dragon, this elder Daoist has a suggestion. I wonder whether or not Fellow Zou would listen?” The Daoist Cool Breeze smiled.


 “Please, speak.”


 “The Clear Void Treasure Hall shall hold a Dragon Gathering, a special performance to auction off this Dragon. What say you?”


 That shopkeeper was afraid the crude Su Xing did not comprehend the elder’s intentions, explaining: “The Daoist’s intent is to use the next few days to promote your Dragon. This way, you can then reap even greater profits.”


 How could Su Xing not know. The better the Dragon’s sale, the Clear Void Treasure Hall’s share of benefits was also greater. Of course, this Clear Void Daoist did not care about those gold bullion; what he wanted more was to give the Clear Void Treasure Hall a boost in interest, who let the Clear Void Treasure Hall auction this sort of Ancient Demon Beast Dragon for the very first time, huh.


 “That will do, but I have a request!”


 “Speak it!”


 “For this Dragon, I must exchange it for Relic Blade Sand.”


 The Daoist Cool Breeze went blank. The shopkeeper looked at Su Xing, dumbstruck. Could it be that this ugly brute was still dreaming to use Relic Blade Sand to obtain a Star Maiden’s contract. Truly a toad wanting to eat swan meat. Thinking of this, that fatty shopkeeper brimmed with ridicule towards Su Xing.


 The Daoist Cool Breeze perhaps also thought as much, nevertheless maintaining his tranquil bearing as he agreed.


 Subsequently, they discussed the particulars and signed a contract. The Dragon Gathering’s time was arranged three days from now!


 Author’s Note:


 The second chapter has been posted


 1. 赤銅鐵精 ?


 2. 清虛寶殿 ?


 3. 真仙殿 ?


 4. 懷璧其罪 ?


 5. 易容丹 ?


 6. Hm, getting Minority Report vibes. ?


 7. 膜拜 ?


 8. 鄒四海 ?


 9. 走四海, meaning “walk the Four Seas,” and is pronounced similarly to the above. The misheard name is lost in translation. ?
﻿Chapter 76: Dividing The Dragon And Relic Blade Sand

 Bian City’s Imperial City.


 Elder Yun again rushed to the outside of the Constant Spirit Hall. [1] That girl that should have been accompanying Prince Zhao Heng blocked him outside the door, that pair of eerie pupils carried a trace of mischief. “His Majesty is currently secluded to break through to Nebula Late Stage. He currently cannot be disturbed. It will do to inform I of the palace of any matters.”


 “The Clear Void Treasure Hall recently sent out a ‘Spirit Treasure Notice.’ This old man specially came to speak with His Majesty.” Elder Yun cupped his fists. The Spirit Treasure Notice was the Clear Void Treasure Hall’s specially issued announcement when it would auction a very important item. Items that could send out a Spirit Treasure Notice were always pretty good. With the previous Spirit Treasure Notice, Zhao Heng took an Earthly Fiend Grade Astral Treasure, “Flying Star Shuttle,” [2] at the Clear Void Treasure Hall.


 “What is it this time?” The girl asked inquisitively.


 “Ancient Seventh Rank Demon Beast Blooming Water Dragon!”


 The girl was startled, ““Ancient Seventh Rank Demon Beast Blooming Water Dragon? The Clear Void Treasure Hall surprisingly has this sort of good thing.”


 “Your Majesty is unaware that it already does not have a soul and internal alchemy.” [3] Elder Yun explained.


 “No soul and internal alchemy. Then it is useless to us.” The girl very quickly lost her interest. Although a Seventh Rank dragon’s dragon skin, dragon claws, dragon muscles, dragon organs, dragon horn, dragon blood, and the up and down of the intact entire body were all pretty good materials, they were only pretty good.


 “Do you know who slayed this Dragon?” She was more interested in this. To kill a Seventh Rank Demon beast definitely was not that effortless; was using it for an auction not a bit too pitiful.


 “I heard it is a Nebula Early Stage Cultivator that walked into a happy encounter, Your Majesty, but that seller has a condition that is very interesting.


 When the girl did not ask, Elder Yun then smiled: “He wants Relic Blade Sand in exchange.”


 “Relic Blade Sand.” The girl slightly changed. Relic Blade Sand was a type of Spirit Sand [4] that a few Star Generals needed to increase their Destined Star Weapons’ ranks before Two Stars, “Is he a Star Master?”


 “The Clear Void Hall is maintaining their secrecy on this. This old man also was unable to investigate his identity.” Elder Yun regretfully said.


 “Think of a way to find what sort of person he is!” The girl’s voice turned cold: “Being able to kill a Dragon, I of the palace definitely do not believe in this sort of claim. His Star General is definitely a Heavenly Star general. No matter what, investigate clearly the entire sequence of events.”


 “This old man shall command people to go do this.” Elder Yun promptly said.


 Three days’ time passed in the turn of an eye.


 Like he had scheduled, Su Xing came to the Clear Void Treasure Hall. Daoist Cool Breeze drew him into the Spirit Treasure Inner Hall. That was an immense white jade platform, and this time’s Dragon Gathering would start here.


 Su Xing, who was acting as this time’s seller, had been invited to the backstage area to witness the auction’s course of events.


 The Clear Void Daoists’ promotion was truly amazing. Vast quantities of Star Cultivators walked in lines, and a single Inner Hall contained many thousands of people. Their cultivations were all at least at the Nebula Late Stage, and among them were even many Galaxy Stage Cultivators with even several Supercluster Daoists.


 That lineup made Su Xing utterly speechless. Just with the admission fee, the Clear Void Daoists already earned a lot, and adding the profits after the event, this actually was only a highly profitable business.


 The several thousand cultivators very quickly crowded to capacity the Spirit Treasure Hall. This time’s Dragon Gathering attracted the attendance of the Azure Dragon Territory’s upper thousand schools, and no wonder it would be this rumbling. A Seventh Rank Ancient Demon Beast roaming about in the Azure Dragon Territory was very rare. Most often, they were at the Black Turtle Territory [5] or the Vermilion Bird Territory; these Azure Dragon Territory cultivators probably could not see a Seventh Rank Dragon in their lifetime. The majority of cultivators were all attracted to visit this famous place, treating this as a way to spend a little on the admission ticket to glimpse the world, not even thinking of fighting with the other sects.


 The most important thing was that this sort of matter of bringing out the Ancient Demon Beast to auction was actually quite uncommon.


 The Daoist Cool Breeze took it upon himself to be in charge of this time’s auction, and it was only he who had this kind of cultivation realm that could repress the more than a thousand cultivators so indifferently. With a wave of his long sleeves, the platform’s white curtain was pulled aside, and a several tens of zhang long Dragon was awe-inspiringly revealed.


 The whole audience went into an uproar. A few low cultivation cultivators were all greatly shocked. Even if it was a dead Blooming Water Dragon, that gigantic dragon’s imposing figure still preserved an abundance of power.


 “Just what deity could kill the dragon!”


 “So this is the Ancient Demon Beast Blooming Water Dragon. It doesn’t look that special?”


 “What an amazing grandeur. Even in death, it is this terrifying.”


 “Pity it doesn’t have internal alchemy and a soul.”


 The crowd discussed animatedly, whispered, nitpicking this Blooming Water Dragon.


 “This is a dragon carcass obtained through luck by a fellow. Even if it does not have internal alchemy and a soul, everyone presumably knows the worth of the rest of the materials on this dragon body.” Daoist Cool Breeze stroked his long beard, his expression calm: “This time’s auction seller specially requests for Relic Blade Sand, so the fellow that can bring forth Relic Blade Sand of the highest value will have priority in choosing what part they want from the dragon.”


 Daoist Cool Breeze was an old fox, splitting this dragon into seven pieces to auction. Dividing it in this way, the profits that were earned would greatly increase.


 “It seems it will be a famous family since shelling out money is not at all inexplicit.” Wu Xinjie guessed.


 Su Xing deeply held the same impression, however, he did not care about maximizing profits.


 The audience very quickly began to bid.


 “Relic Blade Sand, one liang!” A large man in a yellow gown shouted.


 “Only one liang yet you have the nerve to shout. Three liang of Relic Blade Sand with the addition of three hundred thousand liang of gold. I want this dragon head.” A stooped over old crone laughed evilly.


 “Ancestor Chill Wind, [6] only three liang of Relic Blade Sand isn’t enough to give a Star General refining her Star Weapon fur clothes.” A lady [7] wearing a blue palace dress coldly opened her mouth: “Five liang of Relic Blade Sand and five hundred thousand liang of gold!”


 “What use has your Rosy Clouds Mountain [8] for a dragon!” The old crone was resentful.


 “This dragon is affiliated with water. Isn’t it useless if Ancestor Chill Wind takes it.” The lady from Rosy Clouds Mountain disdained.


 “Six liang of Relic Blade Sand. Yellow Dragon Mountain [9] wants to use the dragon head to decorate the stronghold. How about you two fellows not squabble like this?” The large man in the yellow gown was discontented.


 “The tiny Yellow Dragon Mountain also wants to obtain an Ancient Demon Beast. Take care of inviting disaster upon yourself.”


 The hall resounded continuously with the sounds of bidding. Besides the internal alchemy and soul, the dragon head was the most valuable portion. Regardless of whether it was used to manufacture artifacts, soul weapons, [10] refining material or for magic circles, decorations and the like, it was extremely useful and versatile. As a result, when the Daoist Cool Breeze said that the highest bidder could take away whatever part they wished, this made those cultivators fly off the handle.


 The seemingly vague and refined Daoist Cool Breeze was truly shrewd. No wonder he became the Clear Void Treasure Hall’s senior shopkeeper.


 Su Xing monitored those whirlwind prices, bursting with joy. The more intense they were, the better. What made Su Xing click his tongue in amazement was that he did not expect the originally precious Relic Blade Sand to be this plentiful. These schools probably also intentionally stockpiled Relic Blade Sand, waiting for the Star Duels to intensify in order to make easy money.


 Ancestor Chill Wind, the Rosy Clouds fairy and that large man from Yellow Dragon Mountain were the fiercest three competitors, the final prices they shouted made the rest of the people all blush in shame endlessly. Contrarily, the ten great sects all made no movements. A Seventh Rank Demon Beast was far from being enough to attract these large schools. That dragon head was not essential, so they naturally were not that energetic..


 Just when Ancestor Chill Wind used “Ten liang of Relic Blade Sand and one million liang of gold” to beat out the other two, an icily arrogant voice suddenly echoed.


 “Twenty liang of Relic Blade Sand, two million liang of gold. This old man wants this entire dragon!”


 Everyone cried out in surprise, seeing only an old man wearing a blue Daoist robe floating high in the air. His eyes were like thunder and lightning, with a reserved grandeur, dignified and insufferably arrogant.


 The Blooming Water Sword Sect!


 “Since it is the Blooming Water Dragon, it naturally must return to this Sword Sect.”


 The old man coldly swept past the bidding individuals, forcing them to bow their heads in a panic.


 “Twenty liang of Relic Blade Sand and two million liang of gold, and he wants to take away the whole dragon. Then isn’t that a big loss.” Wu Xinjie thought that this bastard [11] really could plan.


 “Don’t worry, there will be people to settle it.” Su Xing calm and unruffled in the midst of this chaos, not at all worried there would be a loss.


 “Ancestor Baili, [12] how do you do. What wind has made you exit seclusion?” The Daoist Cool Breeze smiled as he spoke.


 “This old man came out to move about a bit to help my descendant disciple. [13] This old man heard about the Blooming Water Dragon and came here with the express purpose of seeing it. Don’t know who the fellow is that quite killed the dragon dead. This old man really wants to make friends with that one.” Ancestor Baili’s voice revealed a biting cold killing intent. “The Blooming Water Dragon and this school have a considerable relationship. The Daoist should help this old man with this, and someday, this old man will definitely visit your home to pay his gratitude.”


 “Does this not make the Daoist darken his conscience? In the future, who would wish to approach this Clear Void Treasure Hall.” The Daoist Cool Breeze lightly smiled: “Do not bring this matter up any further. The Clear Void Treasure Hall has the Clear Void Treasure Hall’s rules. Ancestor Baili, if you wish to use twenty liang of Relic Blade Sand to exchange for the head, then this Daoist will not force you!”


 “Hmph.” Ancestor Baili coldly grunted: “Eleven liang of Relic Blade Sand, five hundred thousand liang of gold. This ancestor wants that dragon head!”


 Old Crone Chill Wind was somewhat resentful but had no alternative. The three people did not dare to argue with him further and indeed he could not be argued against.


 “The ancient dragon’s head, tooth for an edge, pupil for a pill, brain for a fluid, tongue for a medicine medium…tsk, tsk. Only eleven liang of Relic Blade Sand and you want to take away such a good thing. How about this, I of the palace shall give twelve liang of Relic Blade Sand and a ‘Life Origin Pill,’ [14] how about it.”


 A ridiculing male voice with hardly any misgivings interrupted Ancestor Baili’s beautiful dream.


 The one who spoke was a refined, graceful and elegant youth, his lips red and teeth white, an attractive appearance.


 Su Xing saw his cultivation was only at Galaxy Early Stage. Confronting the Supercluster Stage Ancestor Bai Li with actually hardly any dread, it seemed his background was not insignificant.


 “Li Xianyan, [15] you also wish to argue with this ancestor?” Ancestor Baili was annoyed.


 “My instructor recently wanted to find a dragon’s severed head for use to watch the door, and he implores that ancestor be sympathetic.” Li Xianyan very respectfully smiled.


 Ancestor Baili had not yet replied when another cold voice suddenly sounded out.


 “Since the dragon’s severed head is this valuable, then I shall spend thirteen liang of Relic Blade Sand as well as a ‘Qi Dust Pill.’” [16]


 This time, it was a mischievous girl. Wearing a white muslin and exquisite skirt, with brows like the moon and red lips like cherries, she was very good-looking.


 “The Nine Ordeals Daoists [17] wants to use it as a medicine medium, and my elder sister also wants to use the Blooming Water Dragon head as a bedpan.” [18]


 The other cultivators erupted into a clamor. Things had only just begun, yet the Ten Great Sects already started to oppose each other with equal harshness, eagerly increasing the price. One was higher than the other, one pressured another. Regardless of whether it was a Life Origin Pill or a Qi Dust Pill, all were extremely precious medicines, able to be exchanged for several million liang of gold at the minimum. There were some cultivators that did not understand; it was only a seventh rank dragon head, was it worthy of so high a price.


 “A brilliant strategy.” Wu Xinjie abruptly said softly.


 Su Xing asked her why.


 “The woman that just made a bid is one from the Shifting Flower Sword Sect. [19] That youth is from the Heavenly River Sword School.” Wu Xinjie told a profound story with just a few words. It went without saying that the Heavenly River Sword School and the Blooming Water Sword Sect had hostilities. The Shifting Flower Sword Sect and the Blooming Water Sword Sect were awfully busy constantly fighting over the third rank among the Four Great Sword Sects. The two sword sects both were newly bloomed and meteorically rising schools, so naturally, neither was willing to stand behind the other.


 As it turned out, either taking this dragon known as Blooming Water to be used as a door guard or as a bedpan, both would change this into a humiliation of the Blooming Water Sword Sect. After all, the Blooming Water Dragon was the Sword Sect’s holy beast. That Daoist Cool Breeze deliberately created this sort of situation so that the price would increase.


 Su Xing nodded. No wonder that Ancestor Bai Li hatefully gnashed his teeth. He actually enjoyed reaping harvest he himself had not sown, not minding that a dragon was selling for a sky-high price.


 “Liang Feixuan, [20] using the dragon’s head as a bedpan, the price definitely will not be small!”


 Ancestor Baili’s eyelids jumped. Showing a cold smile, he made a great wave of his hand, shouting: “Twenty liang of Relic Blade Sand, five Blooming Water Cultivating Origin Pills! [21] If you two can open with an even higher price, then this old man will leave this Blooming Water Dragon to you.”


 Li Xianyan and the Shifting Flower Sword Sect’s female cultivator Liang Feixuan glanced towards each other. Li Xianyan originally raised the price in this way because he wanted to force Ancestor Baili to use up all of his worth. His objective accomplished, he spoke no further. Liang Feixuan sneered: “This immortal will also offer twenty liang of Relic Blade Sand and five Qi Dust Pills!”


 Everyone was dumbstruck. Immediately, they were incomparably envious of the dragon’s owner.


 “The Daoist would like to ask for the seller’s opinion.” The Daoist Cool Breeze smiled.


 “What is there to ask. The Blooming Water Cultivating Origin Pill can only be used to cultivate the Blooming Water Divine Thunder for the purpose of solid cultivation. Giving it to other cultivators is but a waste. The Qi Dust Pill, when absorbed into the body, can greatly promote cultivation. Is there any need to think?” Liang Feixuan snorted.


 The Spirit Treasure Hall was absolutely silent. [22]


 The fat shopkeeper entered to inquire about Su Xing’s opinion. Of course Su Xing chose the Blooming Water Cultivating Origin Pill without hesitation; he was currently cultivating the Blooming Water Divine Thunder. Having this kind of amazing medicine simply was somebody sending a pillow when he was drowsy. Naturally, Su Xing currently was not that interested in the Qi Dust Pill that could help breakthroughs in his cultivation.


 When the results were issued.


 Liang Feiyuan went blank, her expression unsightly. “That cultivator truly is stupid!”


 Ancestor Baili showed a satisfied grin, his eyes flashing an awe-inspiring, treacherous light.


 The Dragon Gathering’s first auction sold the high price of “twenty liang of Relic Blade Sand and five Blooming Water Cultivating Origin Pills.” The rest of the watching Scattered Star Cultivators were intensely envious, thinking that this bastard truly walked away with an unexpected success.


 Ancestor Baili threw over two small bags to Daoist Cool Breeze, calmly saying: “The Daoist Cool Breeze has profited greatly this time. Someday, the Daoist must invite this ancestor to drink a cup of ‘Macaque Immortal Wine.’” [23]


 The Daoist Cool Breeze put a smile on his face, swiping away the bags, nodding. “That is only natural. Ancestor Baili is this flattering, I definitely must invite you to drink a cup.”


 “Hmph.”


 The Daoist Cool Breeze waved his hand, and a white light emitted from the dragon’s neck. Along with the dragon’s head flying up, Ancestor Baili rolled it into his sack.


 Then, the auction was very dull. The dragon’s skin, claw, bones, muscle, blood, and even its flesh did not bring about that sort of scene of the intense shouting of prices from just before. After all, this Blooming Water Dragon was only a dragon approaching its end. The other portions simply also were not that large, however, even if it was like this, it was exchanged for lots of Relic Blade Sand, gold, and the like. What made Su Xing not know whether to laugh or cry was final scene of the auction for the dragon’s flesh.


 Seeing a first-rate Demon Beast sold as if it was pork meat, the cultivators who had attended from before were also unwilling to return empty-handed. One after the other, they used differing amounts of gold to divide the dragon’s meat. Legends had it that dragon meat could strengthen the body and build up yang qi, and eating it should not have any sort of ill effects. In any case, it was still an Ancient Seventh Rank Demon Beast. They could still boast that they had consumed dragon meat to any people they met after this.


 After ten hours, a Blooming Water Dragon had been divided cleanly just like that; not even dregs were left behind.


 Su Xing felt satisfaction towards this time’s auction, for his harvest was considerable.


 “Fellow Zou, please follow this one beneath you.”


 The fatty shopkeeper opened the door, revealing an envious expression.


 Su Xing rose, following him out of this room. From inside the Spirit Treasure Hall, Ancestor Bai Li watched the stage, exposing a thin, cold smile.


 1. 恆靈殿 ?


 2. 地煞級星寶“飛星梭” with “shuttle” being a component of textile weaving, not a car. ?


 3. 內丹 ?


 4. 靈砂 ?


 5. 玄冥界, literally the Dark Underworld Territory ?


 6. 陰風老祖 ?


 7. 貴婦 ?


 8. 彩霞山 ?


 9. 黃龍山 ?


 10. 魂器 ?


 11. 廝 ?


 12. 百里老祖 ?


 13. 徒孫, does not imply familial relation necessarily. ?


 14. 命元丹 ?


 15. 李仙彥 ?


 16. 氣塵丹 ?


 17. 九劫道人 ?


 18. LOL ?


 19. 移花劍宗 ?


 20. 梁妃暄 ?


 21. 癸水培元丹 ?


 22. 鴉雀無聲 ?


 23. 獼猴仙酒 ?
﻿Chapter 77: Sanctimonious, Villains Collude Together

 “Many congratulations to Fellow Zou. The profit of one Blooming Water Dragon was not shallow.” The fatty shopkeeper chuckled.


 “That’s because the Clear Void Treasure Hall’s reputation is good.” Su Xing was very modest.


 The shopkeeper’s pupils turned and turned, asking: “There’s something that Luo Mou really cannot understand. Why did you refuse the five Qi Dust Pills and even take the five Blooming Water Cultivating Origin Pills? This isn’t useful at all, right?”
𝐟𝚛𝕖𝚎𝕨𝗲𝐛𝚗𝐨𝐯𝐞𝕝.𝐜𝗼𝗺

 “Has the shopkeeper not realized it?”


 “What’s that?” The shopkeeper asked.


 “The Blooming Water Cultivating Origin Pill is the Blooming Water Sword Sect’s sole medicine; it does not have a market price. Although it is only useful for cultivating the Blooming Water Divine Thunder, it it were to be sold to a Blooming Water Sword Sect disciple, heh, heh, the price would be far higher than the Qi Dust Pill.” Su Xing answered, pretending to be crafty.


 The shopkeeper immediately understood Su Xing’s plan. In any case, the Blooming Water Cultivating Origin Pill was the Sword Sect’s high quality wonder drug, and only several superbly gifted disciples could ingest it. If it was sold to someone just slightly less talented, then there possibly was a good profit. “Admirable, admirable. Fellow Zou truly sees far ahead, Luo [1] was shortsighted, ha, ha.” The shopkeeper praised.


 “Master, wouldn’t your taking of the Blooming Water Cultivating Origin Pill be somewhat dangerous?” Lin Yingmei abruptly opened her mouth to speak. “If he deduces this, Young Master will have some trouble.”


 “Yingmei, thinking in this way is not incorrect. At first glance, a city feels odd, however, doing anything has a risk; I could be crushed by a horse while walking on the road. With this sort of rarely seen wonder drug like the Blooming Water Cultivating Origin Pill, how could I give it up with such a little, insignificant risk.”


 Su Xing lightly smiled.


 “Insignificant risk?”


 “Little Sister Yingmei, you do not need to worry about this. Shi Yuan already said before we made that theft, a Supercluster Ancestral Master came to Bian City. Thinking about it, that should be he. Moreover, after our robbery, the Five Spirits Law Heavenly Book has not been spread at all. Thus, this Ancestor Wanli [2] should not be aware yet.” The Knowledge Star explained.


 “Of course, an even more important point is that Young Master ingested the Change Appearance Pill. Even if he knew, it makes no difference. However, now is the time to pay attention to our other matter.”


 “What matter?”


 “Right now, how do we successfully obtain the auction’s Relic Blade Sand, and how to break away from that Daoist Cool Breeze!” Wu Xinjie said resolutely.


 “Daoist Cool Breeze?”


 Lin Yingmei was blank, not expecting that criticism would suddenly be pointed towards him.


 “Could it be he has the idea of fighting Master?”


 “At the auction, Yingmei, Xinjie, what are your evaluations of him?” Su Xing muttered.


 “Shrewd, cunning…” Lin Yingmei said.


 “Sanctimonious.” Wu Xinjie giggled, directly saying it.


 Su Xing nodded, “People who are too shrewd are oftentimes the most selfish. This kind of cultivator at an auction that can exploit everything to bring about the greatest benefit is the most terrifying. Xinjie said sanctimonious, which is very apt…If there was a profit of a hundred percent, capitalists would take risks out of desperation; if there was a profit of two hundred percent, capitalists would despise the law; if there was a profit of three hundred percent, then capitalists would trample the entire world. The items sold at an auction were many, and we got sixty, seventy liang of Relic Blade Sand. I won’t believe that he truly does not have mind of this.” Su Xing coldly chuckled.


 Lin Yingmei did not know what the meaning of the capitalist thing was, but she grasped Su Xing’s intent: Su Xing’s identity was not known by anyone, so even if he died, he was negligible. With the Dragon Gathering’s successful big catch, it was indeed not impossible that that cultivator could move a finger and possess all of the success.


 But letting a Galaxy cultivator sweep away his own reputation for ten million liang of gold, this simply was slandering the Clear Void Treasure Hall; the gains did not make up for the losses.


 “Should he mistakenly believe the inner alchemy and soul are on Young Master, then there definitely will be the risk.” Wu Xinjie added a word. “However, I’m afraid such a shrewd person will not let another person come take the risk for him.”


 “Lending someone a knife to kill with?” [3] Lin Yingmei went blank.


 Lin Yingmei was only not fond of any ponderance. As she thought about something, her mind spun and finally guessed the crux – Ancestor Baili. She saw at the auction that these two shared a friendship that was not shallow.


 No wonder Wu Xinjie and Su Xing nearly did not think at the time of choosing between the Blooming Water Cultivating Origin Pill and the Qi Dust Pill; they probably already realized the auction this time would not have this much success, so they might as well not have any misgivings.


 Lin Yingmei did not fear a Galaxy Stage Cultivator. What she worried more about was her master, but Su Xing was calm and at ease, without the slightest degree of alarm. From what she saw in previous experience, he should have a countermeasure.


 “We’ve arrived!” Shopkeeper Luo opened a sliding door.


 Su Xing pondered and unexpectedly went in. He also did not fear opening hostilities with the Daoist Cool Breeze. Cultivators like the Daoist Cool Breeze that were this sort of shrewd would not be touched by any kind of stains. As long as he was at Clear Void Treasure Hall, then he was absolutely safe.


 “Congratulations, Fellow Zou. This time, there was a big catch.” Daoist Cool Breeze slightly smiled.


 “Thanks to the Daoist’s help.” Su Xing feigned a polite greeting, assuming a reverent attitude.


 “These are the auction’s goods, please take a moment to choose.” Daoist Cool Breeze threw out an Astral Bag.


 Su Xing held it on his hand, his Divine Intent searching it.


 The Daoist Cool Breeze shot a glance at Su Xing, still with a relaxed and refined manner.


 Shopkeeper Luo then began to calculate the profits from this auction: “The auction this time total gain in gold is four million liang. Violet gold, thirty pieces. Blooming Water Cultivating Origin Pill, five. Relic Blade Sand, seventy liang. Two High Grade Nebula Artifacts, ten bottles of Return Spirit Liquid, and more. If you wish to exchange these for gold, the total is approximately thirty-three million liang.”


 Su Xing went blank. The value completely exceeded his imagination. Gong Caiwei said this could only be sold for several million liang, but now, this was tens of times greater. Could the price she said be for violet gold.


 “In accordance with the rules, Clear Void Treasure Hall will draw a tenth to take as earnings. If I may ask, will Fellow Zou select a tenth of the goods, or in the case of the total amount of gold, it will be two tenths.


 “Gold.” Su Xing said without the slightest hesitation. He hated to part with a tenth of the goods.


 This Treasure Hall was truly shady.


 Only acting as an intermediary for a short bit, and they wanted to draw six million and six hundred thousand liang of gold. Su Xing felt his flesh hurt, but there was no other way. Without this platform, it was impossible for him to sell this much, especially with exchanging for that much Relic Blade Sand. Using that much should be sufficient for refinement.


 Su Xing then threw out thirty pieces of violet gold, each piece worth a hundred thousand, so the total prices was at three million. Additionally, he took out three million six hundred thousand liang to pay off the remainder. This way, Su Xing had left only five hundred thousand liang of gold. All of a sudden, he had returned to the pauper class, and he could not help but curse briefly at the capitalist scoundrels.


 However, Su Xing currently still needed to assume an air of being moved to tears until this farce was over. “This one beneath you truly cannot thank you enough. Your servant still has a treasure he wants to sell. Originally, this one beneath you had some worries, and it seems now he can completely be at ease with the Daoist.”


 “Fellow Zou, what manner of speaking is this. For such an insignificant ten million liang item, how could the Daoist place it in his eyes.” Shopkeeper Luo was discontented.


 The Daoist Cool Breeze’s eyes flashed, his face carrying a slight smile: “Fellow Zou, although you are relieved, the Clear Void Daoists are just so.”


 Su Xing nodded.


 …


 Following Su Xing go into the distance using his eyes, “Daoist, don’t tell me this disgraceful man truly has the internal alchemy and the soul. That is truly a fortune, then. Even if it was the ‘Dragon Palace,’ [4] ancient demon beast souls are rarely sold. I see it would be better if we directly…”


 “Do your thing.” The Daoist Cool Breeze stroked his beard.


 Shopkeeper Luo gave an embarrassed smile, then ran into the room.


 Not long after, Ancestor Baili appeared at his side. “Cool Breeze, where did that youngster run off to.”


 “Use sound transmission.” [5] The Daoist Cool Breeze said.


 “There’s no need to be this careful, who in the surroundings would dare eavesdrop.” Ancestor Baili’s face complexion was annoyed: “This ancestor promised descendant disciple to obtain Relic Blade Sand, so don’t even think this item truly was sent away.” From the start, Ancestor Baili did not plan to hand over the Relic Blade Sand and the Blooming Water Cultivating Origin Pills. Only when he surreptitiously used sound transmission to coordinate this with the Daoist Cool Breeze did he direct this play.


 “Tell me now where he is, and this old man will go slaughter him and take his things.” Ancestor Baili’s expression was ruthlessly evil.


 “No need to be so worried. He only just said he’s going to get an important item and bring it to auction. This old Daoist believes it should be the internal alchemy, the soul and such. Heh, heh, if we kill him now, we won’t get anything.” The Daoist Cool Breeze lightly smiled.


 Ancestor Baili frowned: “And should that bastard trick you, what then?”


 The Daoist Cool Breeze laughed aloud, seemingly feeling this was a big joke. “This old Daoist already locked Divine Intent onto him. With his Nebula Early Stage cultivation, how can he run from this Daoist’s Mount Five Finger!!” [6]


 Ancestor Baili understood clearly, but he still was not too at ease. The twenty liang of Relic Blade Sand was truly not easily obtained, “First, you tell this ancestor his appearance, then this ancestor will help you be careful.”


 “And you’re still so careful.” Daoist Cool Breeze grinned, Divine Intent entering Ancestor Baili’s ocean of consciousness.


 Ancestor Baili then grasped Su Xing’s appearance. His Divine Intent spread, and a Supercluster Stage Divine Intent fully enveloped the area with more than enough room to spare. Very quickly, Ancestor Baili locked onto Su Xing’s presence. Seeing he had not run away, he coldly chuckled: “Such an ugly man unexpectedly could obtain a dragon. And he even wants to use the Relic Blade Sand to contract a Star General. Indeed, this is an imbecile’s dream.”


 “Ha, ha, so let’s be a bit more compassionate, and have him wake from his dream.” Daoist Cool Breeze laughed.


 Ancestor Baili greatly relaxed, “But don’t forget to invite this ancestor for Macaque Immortal Wine.”


 And during these two Supercluster great cultivators banter, in a sudden moment, Daoist Cool Breeze’s expression changed.


 “Not good!!!”


 His figure turned into an escape light that blinked away.


 Ancestor Baili stared blankly. Searching with his Divine Intent, his expression immediately changed greatly, and he followed closely behind.


 1. 羅某, he is referring to himself ?


 2. Printing mistake in the raws, I believe. This is retained because this is not the last time he will be referred to as such. ?


 3. 借刀殺人, idiom meaning, “letting someone else do the dirty work.” ?


 4. 龍宮 ?


 5. Akin to telepathy. ?


 6. 五指山 ?
﻿Chapter 78: Magic Sealing Sword

 He disappeared?!!


 The Daoist Cool Breeze and Ancestor Baili arrived in the blink of an eye at the place the ugly man disappeared. Laying down Divine Intent, astonishingly, that ugly man’s figure was already gone without a trace. The two’s faces were dumbstruck. That ugly man unexpectedly disappeared without a trace under the lock of these two great cultivators’ Divine Intents.


 “Cool Breeze, are you making fun of this ancestor?” Ancestor Baili gnashed his teeth, his eyes spouting out fire. Vanishing an ugly man just like that was his doing, otherwise, how could a Nebula Stage Cultivator have this powerful of a method.


 The Daoist Cool Breeze’s calm look tightened, solemnly saying: “Ancestor Baili, this old Daoist and you have been friends for many years. Do you still not understand this Daoist? A Nebula Cultivator is so worthy that this old Daoist would fool you?”


 “Hmph, that is indeed difficult to say. Recently, this ancestor is indeed very clear on your methods at the Clear Void Treasure Hall.” Ancestor Baili was livid but eased his tone. He also knew that this undoubtedly was a slap in the face.


 The Daoist Cool Breeze’s eyes flashed a trace of malice. The two Supercluster Great Cultivators’ Divine Intents rose, frightening the people in a radius of more than ten li so much that they could not breathe. The Daoist Cool Breeze knew they could not draw attention, so he changed to a smiling expression, and raised his escape technique and projected his voice: “This Daoist sees that that ugly man definitely has obtained some fortunate circumstance, possessing some treasure that can conceal his presence. He must be hiding in the vicinity, so you must do your best.”


 “What, now, you won’t help this ancestor?”


 The Daoist Cool Breeze lightly smile: “This Daoist only naturally cannot wade in these muddy waters.”


 “Cool Breeze, then what about this ancestor’s Relic Blade Sand!” If it was not for his knowing he could not defeat him, Ancestor Baili would have undertaken a great battle.


 “Whether it be one liang of Relic Blade Sand or one million liang, this Daoist is not lacking in it. For the sake of our friendship, how about I sell you nine hundred thousand liang?”


 “Hmph, this ancestor does not believe a Nebula Cultivator can hide in some place. This ancestor will find him even if Bian City must be turned upside-down!!” Ancestor Baili shouted, his imposing manner like a crashing tide, his Supercluster Cultivator Divine Intent just like a wave sweeping everything away. Every person and Star Cultivator shortly after being touched by the Divine Intent were seemingly like rats that Buddha grabbed by the tail, their whole bodies trembling, unable to take a single step.


 “When you have changed your plan, come chat again at the Treasure Hall. That time, there definitely will be a bottle of Macaque Immortal Wine, however, allow this old Daoist to warn you. This is Bian City, be careful of provoking the Emperor of Liang!”


 Having finished leaving behind this speech, the Daoist Cool Breeze the subsequently disappeared.


 Ancestor Baili stared. He was quite afraid of the Great Liang Dynasty’s Emperor of Liang, Huizong. His breath drastically curbed, and he still did not dare to relax his Divine Intent. Where could that ugly man, that utterly hideous face, hide to.


 Yueyang [1] Teahouse upper floor.


 Su Xing just happened to be sitting on the third floor, drinking Mount Wuyi Great Red Robe tea [2], his lips and teeth fragrant with tea, his expression refreshed and bright, a man free and unfettered. He shot a glance at the Ancestor Baili passing by downstairs. Seeing him fly into a rage, Su Xing secretly felt pleased. The “Oneness of Heaven and Man” truly was incredible; even if it was a Supercluster Cultivator, he still could not be sensed.


 It seemed he had guessed correctly. The Daoist Cool Breeze and Ancestor Baili colluded together. Fortunately, he deceived the Daoist Cool Breeze to fight for time to revert from the Change Appearance Pill and use the Oneness of Heaven and Man, otherwise, the moment he left, he would have been locked onto and had a hard time escaping.


 “It’s hard to imagine that Liangshan’s number one Daoist is this despicable.” Ling Yingmei said coldly.


 “He’s stayed at the Treasure Hall for a long time, it’d be hard to avoid having some of these thoughts.” Su Xing said.


 Drinking tea for a short while, only when Ancestor Baili left Bian City flustered and exasperated did Su Xing unhurriedly walk out of the teahouse; he had no free time for the auction, again returning to the market square to carry out his own agenda. No matter if it was the Daoist Cool Breeze or Ancestor Baili, neither would think that the Su Xing who disappeared in front of their eyes would dare return once more.


 Su Xing prepared to again manufacture some Thunder Fire Bullets. The twenty Thunder Fire Bullets from before let him have a sample of sweet success naturally made him want to avail himself this opportunity to make a few more Thunder Fire Bullets. Walking round the market square, besides buying Thunder Fire Sand, Vajra Sand, [3], Thorny Blue Sand, [4], Crimson Essence Sand [5] all were bought in great quantities. It was just that the price of the latter left Su Xing speechless; a single liang cost tens of thousands.


 However, he wondered if it was possible to manufacture other bullets?


 Su Xing found a rather reputable refinement shop. Its boss was a muscular uncle, and his cultivation was at Nebula Middle Stage. After explaining his purpose in coming was to manufacture a hundred Thunder Fire Bullets, the middle aged uncle was startled, “A hundred Thunder Fire Bullets, fellow, are you thinking clearly?”


 “What, do you mean you can’t fabricate these?”


 “A hundred Thunder Fire Bullets is not a problem, ten days should be about it, but a hundred Thunder Fire Bullets is far less convenient than talismans.” The middle aged uncle was very straightforward. A hundred Thunder Fire Bullets was, regardless of its uses, still far behind in killing potential compared to a Splashing Fire Talisman. Even with the Pearl Fire Talisman [6] and the like, the latter could make a hundred fireballs, the scale of which probably did not exceed a hundred thousand liang of gold; a hundred Thunder Fire Bullets was greater by five times. [7]


 “I’m not good with talismans, so I’m not particularly fond of them.” Su Xing smiled.


 The uncle nodded. While he had seen many Star Cultivators with eccentric hobbies, he had never seen one that was not proficient with them. “The prices, respectively, are 100 liang of gold for a Thunder Fire Bullet. That’s ten thousand liang for a hundred. Seeing as you are refining so many, I’ll calculate a discount for you, nine thousand liang.”


 “I’ll use two bottles of Qi Recovery Potion to pay.” Su Xing said.


 “Alright.” The boss nodded, signing a contract to refine Thunder Fire Bullets.


 “Oh, right, boss. Besides Thunder Fire Bullets, do you know if you can manufacture other lead bullets according to the request I just made?” Su Xing’s thoughts moved, suddenly asking.


 His counterpart crudely laughed: “Why doesn’t this guest see what kind of lead bullet he wants produced? The slightly different ‘Exploding Fire Bullet,’ [8] the slightly better ‘Blood Edge Projectile,’ [9] ‘Heavenly Thunder Projectile,’ [10] ‘Soul Piercing Bullet’ [11] can all be produced by this servant, as well as the ‘Dark Ice Mirror’ [12] fabricated from the even better Thousand Year Dark Ice Sand. [13] The ‘Vajra Roar’ [14] made by the Crimson Mountain Vajra, [15] or the ‘East Wind Cleave’ [16] made from Putuo Violet Green Sand, [17] this servant, however, is unable to produce these. Only a Weapon Refinement Sect Master can do so.”


 What Su Xing head made him speechless. Unexpectedly, how could there be so many varieties of bullets. Seeing that he was very experienced, Su Xing then asked: “Do you sell this sort of materials here?”


 “Since Fellow is so interested, I’ll send you one.” Because weapon refinement was a type of extremely hard work, weapon refinement and metal forging were not at all popular. Seeing Su Xing take an interest, he very generously gifted Su Xing a copy of “Ascend a Mountain and Dive for Pearls,” [18] a few weapon refinement and metal forging and related materials introduction.


 Su Xing expressed his gratitude, and sent an additional bottle of Qi Recovery Potion.


 “Fellow is making so many Thunder Fire Bullets, you must travel Liangshan often, these are for self-defense use? This rude one feels this is quite the opportunity for Fellow. There’s a Supreme Grade self-defense artifact, I wonder if Fellow has an interest?”


 “Yes.”


 The boss closed the door, drawing Su Xing to an inner room. The wall of this room was filled completely with every sort of weapon hung upon it. Some were enhanced by powerful talismans, magic circles, and engravings that they could be considered just like artifacts. Weapon refinement masters naturally could manufacture artifacts, and Su Xing expected that this many was actually rare.


 The middle-aged man grabbed a thin sword down from the wall. The sword blade was extremely exquisite, just like running water. Its upper quarter had more than a dozen gorgeous talisman scripts, and the strange thing was that this thin sword was did not have an edge, [19] but spiritual energy overflowed from within the sword. Vaguely turning into a shadow, it was quite out of the ordinary.


 Su Xing could not help but praise it from the bottom of his heart.


 “Heh, heh. This sword is one that Wu is pleased with himself about.” The middle-aged man gently stroked the sword blade, matchlessly proud of himself.


 “This one beneath you is Su Xing. May I ask for senior’s name?”


 “Call me Wu Tie, [20] and that’s it!


 “Senior Wu, why is this sword not sharpened?” Su Xing asked.


 “You watch.” Wu Tie walked several paces away. He suddenly raised a finger, stimulating magic energy. The thin sword turned into several tens of sword shadows that flew towards Su Xing.


 Seeing as there was no killing intent, Su Xing did not move, only seeing that sword flying before his eyes immediately transform. The sword shadows diffused, and a black light twinkled in the shadows. Surprisingly, it was as if an array of ten thousand swords had surrounded Su Xing. Su Xing was amazed and felt he had been trapped, unable to move even the slightest bit.


 Wu Tie recalled it, and those countless sword shadows in the air overlapped and returned to his palm, then turning into an intact, whole appearance.


 “A very strange artifact.” Wu Xinjie gasped in surprise. That sword array actually was not very strong, however, this sword’s effect made the Knowledge Star very surprised.


 “This sword cannot kill an enemy. It’s as you saw just now. It can seal a Star Cultivator’s actions, so Wu has chosen the sword’s name to be ‘Magic Sealing Sword.’”


 “This artifact’s value is not cheap, is it?” Su Xing said.


 “Only naturally, this is a Supreme Grade Nebula Artifact!” Wu Tie proudly said. Then, he felt embarrassed and said: “Of course, it does have defects, but if Fellow Su were to run into a powerful foe, using the Magic Sealing Sword can at least trap the enemy so that you can fight for a chance to escape.”


 Su Xing nodded, thoroughly in agreement. The Magic Sealing Sword’s flaws were indeed very great. First of all, this sword’s body quality could not sustain for very long the average Star Energy, and this was a Nebula Artifact’s failing. Next, once this trapped an opponent, if the other party’s Divine Intent was formidable, that meant the enemy had enough time to erase the Magic Sealing Sword’s Divine Sight and carve their own imprint, turning it for their own use.


 However, Su Xing still liked this Magic Sealing Sword. In terms of fighting strength, an artifact that could seal the opponent could give rise to many variables.


 “Three High Grade Nebula Artifacts, and this Magic Sealing Sword will belong to you, Fellow Su, how about it? In addition, a certain Wu will also send a ‘Weapon Refinement Notes’ [21] to Fellow. I believe it will be extremely helpful as an introduction.”


 “Why would you sell me this?” Su Xing asked.


 “There is no why. First of all, Wu likes refining weapons and hates being wrong. This sword, should it be found out by others, I’m afraid it will bring trouble. Next, the Magic Sealing Sword has no uses in Wu’s hands. This sword suits wayfaring, young, elegant youths like Fellow Su Xing. Finally, Fellow Su Xing is one of those rare individuals who aroused interest in refining weapons. Perhaps, the one that can refine and add to this Magic Sealing Sword’s power, can’t say for sure… “ Wu Tie’s “first of all, next, finally” that he said were all simple to understand.


 Su Xing could also see the Magic Sealing Sword’s potential, and as far as whether he could refine and add to its power, who knew what the future held. At present, though, Su Xing had aroused a thread of interest in refining weapons.


 Thinking about it, there were no disadvantages, so Su Xing agreed, and he just happened to have the two High Grade Artifacts he received from the auction in addition to an Azure Dragon Fan.


 “This Azure Dragon Fan is worth more money. Can Fellow exchange this with some others?” Wu Tie said. He was an expert, unexpectedly taking advantage of Su Xing’s convenience.


 Su Xing did not have much use for the Azure Dragon Fan currently. Su Xing replied: “If there is surplus money, it would be better for you to help me refine a weapon, how about it?”


 “Weapon?”


 “En.” Su Xing took out Silver Blade; it was time for Silver Blade to advance a rank. [22]


 “This firearm is quite peculiar.” Wu Tie smiled, agreeing to do so.


 “Master, refine the Relic Blade Sand into Silver Blade. It definitely will be a big help.” Wu Xinjie said.


 Su Xing thought about it, and taking out one liang of Relic Blade Sand, he slyly sized up Wu Tie. Seeing he did not reveal a greedy appearance, he then said: “I’ll ask senior for his help with this liang of Relic Blade Sand.”


 “Fellow Su Xing, as expected, is a giant among men. Wu’s insight was not wrong. For a few days, this weapon refinement shop will close its doors for Fellow Su Xing’s business.” A certain Wu was somewhat excited. Refining Relic Blade Sand indeed was something many weapon refinement masters all dreamed of doing.


 After handing it over, Su Xing then left the weapon refinement shop.


 Raising his head, he saw that the time of day was already not late. The next performance should be the Panther Head Lin Chong’s turn to appear on stage.


 1. 岳陽 ?


 2. 武夷山大紅袍 ?


 3. 金剛砂 ?


 4. 刺藍砂 ?


 5. 赤精砂 ?


 6. 珠火符 ?


 7. In terms of cost, I guess. ?


 8. 爆火彈 ?


 9. 血刃子 ?


 10. 天雷子 ?


 11. 穿魂彈 ?


 12. 玄冰鑑 ?


 13. 千年玄冰砂 ?
𝑓𝑟ℯ𝘦𝓌𝘦𝘣𝑛𝑜𝓋𝑒𝓁.𝑐ℴ𝓂

 14. 金剛吼 ?


 15. 赤山金剛 ?


 16. 東風破 ?


 17. 普陀紫青砂 ?


 18. 升山採珠 ?


 19. To be precise, the blade is blunt. ?


 20. 吳鐵 ?


 21. 煉器筆記 ?


 22. Yes! ?
﻿Chapter 79: Arctic Star Serpent Spear (One Star)

 The night was cool like water, the bright moon suspended high.


 Under the deep night, somewhere outside Bian City, in a cave on a barren hill a hundred li away, a man and two women appeared. The three people scouted the surroundings very carefully, very furtively. Unaware individuals may have thought this was a an illicit and adulterous affair between one dragon and a pair phoenixes.


 Under the slightly cold moonlight, the three people’s faces were illuminated. How could it not be Su Xing and his cohorts.


 “Yingmei, is this the place?” Su Xing asked.


 “Your servant has troubled Master, this place is sufficient.” Lin Yingmei replied.


 Seeing her say as such, Su Xing did not say anything much else. He unrolled a small violet bag: “Is this enough Relic Blade Sand?”


 “It’s enough to refine twice and still have some to spare.”


 “Yingmei, have you obtained the other materials?” Wu Xinjie asked curiously.


 Lin Yingmei nodded her head.


 Next was the time to refine the Destined Star Weapon. Su Xing was rather curious about how Star Generals refined their weapons, standing to the side watching Lin Yingmei’s every move; he saw Lin Yingmei first draw a crisscrossing pattern on the ground using her Star Energy. From the initial, simple structure slowly taking shape, it vaguely became something complicated, a beautiful seal.


 Su Xing always felt this was apparently somewhat familiar. Only when Wu Xinjie reminded him with “the Majestic Star’s seal” did he recall that this happened to be the symbol of the Star Crest of he and Lin Yingmei’s contract.


 Each Star General possessed an Star Crest that belonged to them, and only using the Star Array [1] of an Star Crest could a Star Weapon be refined.


 Approximately several hours after the event, Lin Yingmei finished carving the Star Crest’s outer edge, and then, with a wave of her hand, the Arctic Star Serpent Spear appeared out of thin air. Under the Majestic Star’s thoughts, it hung above this Star Crest Array’s center. Then, Lin Yingmei was silent. From her own Astral Gemstone shot out two kinds of items that hung in the air, three pieces of white, jade-like and snowy crystals, their entire icy bodies pervaded with billowing clouds and mist. When they appeared, the air temperature was abruptly lowered below zero.


 They were the Arctic Cloud Ice Souls! [2]


 “Hē.” [3]


 Lin Yingmei shouted, flicking her ten fingers. Star Energy violently shot out and wrapped around the Arctic Cloud Ice Souls.


 The Star Crest Array’s carved patterns orderly linked. Su Xing was somewhat amazed; that design linked line by line to each other and shined, all rushing towards the center point. Finally, its entirety glowed, and when the light shone, the Star Energy on the Arctic Cloud Ice Souls rapidly expanded. The imposing ferocity made Su Xing unable to but somewhat retreat.


 A ball of transparent flame began to burn on the Arctic Star Spear, and the blaze was odd. Su Xing originally thought this was fire, but upon closer inspection, it was dissimilar. There were some transparent and flickering starlights, yet it was very similar to burning flames. It seemed that this was Starfire.


 Lin Yingmei moved her ten fingers, and Starfire engulfed the Arctic Cloud Ice Souls. Starfire, Star Crest, and Star Weapon were seemingly like a fantastical, winding road linked together into a single whole, slowly dissolving the Arctic Cloud Ice Souls among it. That Ice Soul began to slowly turn into liquid, and at the same time, the Arctic Star Spear also became indistinctly thick.


 This refinement was a period that took forever.


 Taking advantage of the time, Wu Xinjie explained to Su Xing how Star Weapons were refined: refining Star Weapons generally had the three steps of “Essence, Qi, Spirit.” [4] Essence was the Star General dissolving her own energy into the weapon, and refining it in Star Fire for longer times meant that the Star Energy it could sustain would be even greater. Qi was the Star Weapon’s Spirit Qi. This was the Star Weapon’s grade advancing point. Most of the time that Star Weapons were refined to upgrade their Spirit Qi, Spirit Sand was needed to guarantee that Pure and Divine were a single whole.


 Lastly was the Star Weapon’s spirit. If the spiritual power and essence soul were insufficient, promoting a Star Weapon’s every capable aspect like speed, power, durability, sharpness and even magic power in the end was decided by the refined spirit. In short, this relied on every exceptional material.


 It was exactly relying on this Star General’s one and only “Essence, Qi, Spirit” weapon refinement technique that Star Generals’ Star Weapons could sweep away everything on Liangshan Continent, and no man was unafraid.


 Su Xing was secretly in awe after hearing this. This Star General was terrific as expected, and he could not help but be even more curious about the Liangshan Maiden. Each and every Star General was excellent and outstanding, would not the Liangshan Maiden be even more fearsome?


 “Xinjie is also unaware.” The Knowledge Star shook her head as she replied, her eyes revealing she was slightly at a loss.


 “When we were born at Liangshan Continent, all our memories were only of the Star Duels.” Wu Xinjie embarrassedly explained: “The reason why many sisters would put their lives on the lines is for the sake of witnessing Liangshan Maiden with their own eyes.”


 Su Xing nodded his head. Seeing the Knowledge Star not feeling too well, he used his hand to hold her shoulder, consoling her.


 Wu Xinjie very enjoyably rested herself against Su Xing’s chest, gazing steadily at Lin Yingmei completely concentrated on refining the Star Weapon.


 The Starfire refinement used three consecutive days, and the three Arctic Star Ice Souls turned into liquid that fused with the Arctic Star Spear. Then, Lin Yingmei tapped her fingers, and from within the bag, Relic Blade Sand floated into the air. Lin Yingmei’s ten fingers seemed to have a spirit thread, controlling the Relic Blade Sand by means of some kind of unspeakable rules to slowly arrange it; a white light slowly appeared on the Star Weapon.


 The Arctic Star Spear slowly rotated. Lin Yingmei’s fingers wrote in the air, a bright string wandered on the spear like a roaming dragon. The Relic Blade Sand also was decreasing and assimilating bit by bit into this thread.


 “Little Sister Yingmei is carving the final Star Engraving. It’s about to end soon.” Wu Xinjie did not forget to explain as she leaned her head against Su Xing’s shoulder.


 “Do you also want to refine your Star Weapon?” Su Xing asked. Approximately twenty liang of Relic Blade Sand had been used, and the 49 liang remaining should be enough for the Knowledge Star to refine. [5]


 Wu Xinjie stuck out her tongue: “The remainder should be enough for Little Sister Yingmei to refine the second Star, so Xinjie won’t use it. Xinjie is not a fighting general. Refining my Star Weapon is not that useful.”


 “However, refining it is always somewhat better.” Su Xing thought.


 “Young Master, let’s save this for another time.” Wu Xinjie winked, suddenly leaving her Master’s embrace.


 “Master, in a moment, properly please Little Sister Yingmei.” The Knowledge Star was very ambiguous.


 Su Xing did not understand. At this time, the transparent flames burning in the cave finally went out. Lin Yingmei’s expression was unbearably exhausted, and Su Xing immediately swiftly advanced, supporting the girl. Lin Yingmei’s face was drained of color, and she was very weak. Three consecutive days had nearly sucked the Majestic Star’s Star Energy dry.


 “Master.” Lin Yingmei said in a low voice, wanting to raise her body, but Su Xing did not care.


 “Don’t move, you rest for a bit. Do you want to first enter the Star Nest?”


 “No need.” Lin Yingmei looked at the Arctic Star Spear in the middle of the array, a white glittering that began to flicker.


 The Arctic Star Serpent Spear was finally One Star!


 The long spear disappeared completely, and Lin Yingmei shut her eyes. Su Xing gave her a bottle of Return Spirit Liquid to ingest, and then he touched her Astral Crest. Lin Yingmei then fled into the Star Nest to recuperate.


 “You really won’t refine?” Su Xing asked Wu Xinjie


 Wu Xinjie seriously nodded.


 “Very well, then. Let’s return first.”


 Su Xing took a deep breath. Cultivating the Five Spirits Law Blooming Water Divine Thunder, Rock Piercing Water Droplets, Chaotic Tail Escape Technique…to break through the Nebula Stage, he needed to go to the Divining Star Platform as soon as possible; the matters he had waiting for him were not few.


 —


 A mountain range bordering the Azure Dragon Territory and the Vermilion Bird Territory.


 Black Rock Mountain, Thousand Machine Gang.


 A square-faced and grave man walked out. Waiting outside was a man and woman that Su Xing had encountered earlier. It was the Gong Xu that ran away and his Star General, the Devil Star Giant in the Clouds Song Wan.


 Spotting that serious-looking man, Gong Xu was delighted, hastily going up to greet him. “Vice Sect Leader, what did the Sect Leader say?”


 The Thousand Machine Gang Vice Sect Leader looked at Gong Xu, opening his mouth to say: “Gong Xu, your actions this time have made the Sect Leader extremely angry. The Thousand Machine Gang’s current foundations are not at all stable. We need to slowly again mend the majesty of the Divine Machine Clan, but you went once to the Azure Dragon Territory, claiming you’ve obtained information on the Mo Attack Mechanism Records. Only then did Sect Leader assign Protector Gong Yang to aid you, but…” Speaking of this, the man sighed deeply.


 “Disciple did not expect to encounter Lin Chong.” Gong Xu was sad.


 “Was it truly that Lin Chong that legends said refused to sign a contract during the ninth generation Star Duels?” The Vice Sect Leader’s whole face was solemn.


 Gong Xu definitively nodded.


 “The Mo Attack Mechanism Records have also been taken by the Thief Star. Right now is precisely the best opportunity to kill them. Vice Sect Leader, you must think clearly, this is the Wu Clan Strategic Town’s [6] grand, good opportunity. Jia’er, you speak, too.”


 Song Jia twitched her lips, turning her head. She completely lacked interest in explaining.


 The Vice Sect Leader glanced at the Giant in the Clouds, saying to Gong Xu: “The Sect Leader still needs several days to exit seclusion. I have already been given full authority to handle this matter. En, Gong Xu. What you said is not wrong, but the Sect Leader presently had great difficulty to call together a hundred disciples. If you go this time, and more than half perishes, have casualties again, the Thousand Machine Gang will be in danger…Gong Xu, you must understand my meaning?”


 The Majestic Star Panther Head Lin Chong actually was a frightful Fiend Star. [7] This was also the reason he was slow and unwilling to make a firm resolution; with the Thousand Machine Gang’s current strength, he could not believe it.


 “The Thief Star Shi Qian already is somewhat aware. Hesitate any longer, and we shall not be able to find the Best Thief Under Heaven ever again.”


 “Hmph, if you are afraid, you can find someone to ally with.” Song Jia abruptly opened her mouth.


 The two men stared blankly.


 “There’s a good piece of information. The Blooming Water Sword Sect lost the Blooming Water Divine Thunder True Technique. This Boss surmises that it must be the Thief Star’s doing, and you only need to join hands with the Blooming Water Sword Sect, each taking what it needs, to everyone’s delight and satisfaction. As far as the other party’s Star General after the event, as long as Sect Leader promptly leaves seclusion, there is no need to be afraid of falling out with the Blooming Water Sword Sect.”


 “This idea is good.” The Vice Sect Leader clapped his hands in praise. With the Blooming Water Sword Sect, his confidence was even more sure. No matter how much more powerful that Lin Chong was, it was impossible for one person to deal with the Azure Dragon Territory’s Four Great Sword Sect alone, right?


 “Gong Xu, I’ll hand this matter over to you to handle. I shall notify the Sect Leader.”
𝓯𝙧𝙚𝒆𝙬𝙚𝒃𝙣𝙤𝒗𝓮𝓵.𝙘𝙤𝙢

 “Gong Xu accepts!”


 Gong Xu excitedly cupped his fists.


 1. 星陣 ?


 2. 寒雲冰魄 ?


 3. 喝, SFX for a grunt. ?


 4. 精，氣，神 ?


 5. Please, tell us what her Star Weapon is. All we know is that it’s a lock or a chain of some sort. ?


 6. 吾族重鎮 ?


 7. She’s a Heavenly Star, though… ?
﻿Chapter 80: Water Parting Dragon Binding Net

 The Blooming Water Sword Sect main hall suddenly erupted with abrupt anger.


 “The Divine Thunder True Technique has been stolen??”


 The Blooming Water Sword Sect Headmaster the Daoist Luo River was included among a group of several dozen cultivators trembling in fear, quaking as they lay prostrate where they were. The ones who could make them terrified and fearful were only the Blooming Water Sword Sect’s secluded Ancestral Masters.


 Ancestor Baili’s expression was cold and detached, somewhat frightful. He had just returned from Bian City where he had his things stolen by a Nebula Cultivator that escaped and went missing before his eyes, the depressed air in his throat not yet removed, and hearing this thundering, grievous news upon his return to the school – the Blooming Water Sword Sect’s guarded secret unexpectedly had been stolen, in a moment, a terrifying pressure nearly made the disciples at the foot of the mountain all collapse.


 A few clueless protectors and hall masters did not understand why Ancestor Baili would be so angry. Although the Blooming Water Divine Thunder True Technique was an item that was guarded, there were countless excerpts from it. Even if they lost a copy, they still had a backup. How could they know that what Ancestor Baili was furious over was the Immemorial Secret Treasure – Five Spirits Law Heavenly Book!!


 “Trash, a bunch of trash! A grand Four Great Sword Sect unexpectedly let a robber steal from right over its head.” Ancestor Baili face was ashen. “Does this headmaster want to taste this old man’s Blooming Water Refining?”


 “Ancestral Master, please forgive me!!” The Daoist Luo River lay prostrate, trembling.


 “Ancestral Master, the Daoist cannot be blamed this time. The thief came prepared, first creating a disturbance as a diversion, and then a Star Master and Lin Chong pinned them down. The headmaster immediately rushed after them, but to no avail as this thief used some unknown magic that completely eliminated their presence. Not even a footprint was found…” Ling Xian promptly plead for leniency, otherwise Ancestor Baili really would single-handedly slap the Daoist to death.


 “Lin Chong??” Ancestor Baili’s expression changed: “You said the Star General was Lin Chong?”


 “Precisely the famous Panther Head Lin Chong!”


 The Majestic Star’s renown shook Liangshan, and hearing that the thief unexpectedly had her, only then did Ancestor Baili quell his anger. Sometimes, people would just have such a strangely comforted psychology. Hearing that the opponent had much cause to wreak havoc was seemingly a matter of course, and Ancestor Baili abruptly recalled the final thing that Ling Xian said. His body going taut once more, he said “Completely eliminated their presence? Give this ancestor every last detail, from start to finish, of how this happened. How was the enemy’s cultivation!”


 The Daoist Luo River saw things turn for the better, hurriedly and deferentially explained. “That Star Master also used some unknown power. Only Nebula Early Stage cultivation, yet he completely disappeared.”


 Ancestor Baili’s brow wrinkled tightly. His presence disappeared? Nebula Early Stage? Blooming Water True Technique? When he put together each and every one of these terms, he could not help but be alarmed – could it be that ugly man????


 SFX: Ka.


 The top quality jade and stone white chair was crushed to fine powder by Ancestor Baili.


 The Daoist Luo River and Ling Xian looked at each other in dismay.


 What was wrong with the Ancestral Master?


 “Hmph. This Ancestor at the Bian City Clear Void Treasure Hall encountered a Star Cultivator just like this. He took a Blooming Water Dragon to auction, exchanging it for This Ancestor’s five Blooming Water Cultivating Origin Pills. In front of This Ancestor’s and the Daoist Cool Breeze’s eyes, his presence vanished. Now thinking about it, it ought to be this thief!!”


 “Ah??? Even Ancestral Master had no way to sense him??”


 The entire hall’s cultivators were overwhelmed with shock. A Nebula Cultivator unexpectedly could avoid a Supercluster Cultivator’s Divine Intent; this was simply shocking.


 Ancestor Baili nevertheless was not that certain. The problem was that man actually was a constantly unworthy visitor. This sort of ugly man unexpectedly contracted the Majestic Star Panther Head, and Ancestor Baili truly could not accept this fact.


 But that did not matter. That person already completely disappeared in such a large Liangshan. Find? How would they go find him? If the stolen Blooming Water Divine Thunder True Technique was disseminated, the Sword Sect’s prestige would end. Certainly, within the Four Great Sword Sect rankings, they would rank last. Let alone a “Five Spirits Law Heavenly Book,” the Blooming Water Sword Sect would not even dare leak out half this phrase. Otherwise, the Blooming Water Sword Sect would pick up countless scheming enemies, something that absolutely must not be done.


 Wishing to but unable to capture. Wanting to but not daring to yell.


 Ancestor Wanli [1] truly was sullen to death.


 Just at this moment, a disciple came to report: “Reporting to Ancestral Master and Headmaster. At the bottom of the mountain, there is someone calling himself a Thousand Machine Gang disciple requesting an audience with the Headmaster!”


 “Thousand Machine Gang? Never heard of it. Just say the Blooming Water Sword Sect has sealed the mountain and will not see visitors!” The Daoist Luo River said, annoyed.


 “He says each can take what he needs!” That informing disciple hesitated.


 Everyone’s gazes immediately were glued onto him.


 “Could it be this matter has something to do with that whatever Thousand Machine Gang?” The Daoist Luo River turned malevolent.


 “Let him enter!”


 Ancestor Baili said


 After a short time, a long-haired man wearing bizarre garb walked in. He faced an entire group of Blooming Water Sword Sect great cultivators, even a Supercluster Stage Cultivator, and still maintained his calm. Ancestor Baili could not help but look him over a bit more.


 “This one beneath you is Gong Xu, Protector of the Thousand Machine Gang, paying respects to the headmaster and senior!” Gong Xu respectfully saluted.


 At this moment, from top to bottom, each and every one of the Blooming Water Sword Sect had air they could not vent. Seeing a never before heard of sect, their faces were indifferent; it completely lacked a large school’s elegance. Gong Xu did not mind.


 “What do you mean when you say each takes what he needs?” The Daoist Luo River opened his mouth to ask.


 “Your Honor’s sect [2] recently certainly has been visited by a thief, right. This servant knows who that thief is!” Gong Xu replied calmly.


 The hall was startled. The Blooming Water Sword Sect had never mentioned this matter to the outside, how could this man know?


 “Was it you who put someone up to this?” Ling Xian said.


 “Of course not. If this servant truly arranged for somebody, how could he stupidly walk into a trap.” Gong Xu replied.


 “State your purpose!” Ancestor Baili stared, coldly opening his mouth.


 Gong Xu bowed, [3] saying: “That thief a little while ago took the opportunity to steal this one’s sect’s guarded secret during the time the sect leader was in seclusion. This servant tracked and investigated for several months before finally finding that thief’s whereabouts and became aware of the matter of Your Honor’s sect.”


 “Who was it?”


 “The Thief Star, Flea on a Drum Shi Qian!!”


 Gong Xu replied.


 Everyone present was shaken.


 “You speak of the Thief Star Shi Qian?” The Daoist Luo River asked, disbelieving. On second thoughts, only Maiden Mountain’s number one thief could have this class of a heavenly method, but Shi Qian stole the Blooming Water Divine Thunder True Technique to do what?


 “Surprisingly, it’s that Thief Star?”


 “No wonder she could break the Evil Smiting Array.”


 “Right, if she wanted to steal it, then it really is not easy to protect!”


 Everyone discussed spiritedly. The Thief Star’s reputation in Liangshan Continent was also known to everybody. This Best Thief Under Heaven could even give people a bigger headache than some of the Heavenly Stars generals could.


 Baili’s imposing manner pushed down, making the hall restore its silence, saying: “Continue speaking!”


 Gong Xu bowed his head, briefly telling about his business. His meaning more or less was “The Thousand Machine Gang wants to work together with the Blooming Water Sword Sect to reclaim signature techniques.”


 “Why not do it yourself?”


 “To be quite honest, we do not know how the Thief Star Shi Qian teamed up with the Majestic Star. She stealing Your Honor’s sect’s signature art is definitely because she was incited by the Majestic Star’s master. This servant already brought people to find Shi Qian, but we simply were not the Majestic Star’s opponent. The sect’s casualties were dangerous, and a Protector died for this reason under the blade of Lin Chong’s Master. This servant also only escaped after much difficulty.


 The feeling from Gong Xu saying this were absolutely genuine. The Blooming Water Sword Sect believed seventy to eighty percent of it, after all, at that time, Lin Chong and the rest were seen. That being the case, this man’s words could actually explain many things.


 “The Thief Star appears and disappears unpredictably, how could we ever find her?”


 “This servant has certainty in finding Shi Qian!!”


 The Daoist Luo River and the rest of the cultivators shifted their gaze onto Ancestor Baili, awaiting his final decision. This affair suddenly turned for the better, making the Daoist Luo River endlessly excited.


 Ancestor Baili was apathetic. He watched Gong Xu, flatly saying: “Do you have any requests?”


 “Rejoice, Senior, Gong Xu speaks forthrightly. Lin Chong’s master also has connections to an additional three Star Generals. I do not dare conceal this from senior. At that time, the Thousand Machine Gang wants two of the Star Generals, and requests senior to help accomplish this.


 “What? Four Star Generals, you say? How can this be possible!”


 “That’s nonsense, how could one person have four Star Generals.”


 “Liar!!”


 The Blooming Water Sword Sect’s Star Cultivators were incessantly stirred up.


 “Ladies and gentlemen, quiet and listen to the Ancestral Master’s command.” The Daoist Luo River faked a cough, stopping the hall’s noise.


 “If truly each takes what he needs, that Majestic Star Lin Chong and Thief Star Shi Qian will belong to this sect, the others will belong to you, how about it?” Ancestor Baili lightly smiled.


 “Many thanks for Senior’s assistance! On behalf of the Sect Leader, Gong Xu is endlessly grateful.”


 Gong Xu promptly expressed his appreciation.


 “When your Sect Leader leaves seclusion, This Ancestor wishes to meet him. This Ancestor wonders what connection the Thousand Machine Gang has with the Divine Machine Clan.” Ancestor Baili’s mood had completely relaxed.


 “The Thousand Machine Gang still hopes for the Blooming Water Sword Sect’s assistance.” Gong Xu seized the opportunity.


 “This is easy to manage. As long as we can reclaim our things, Heaven and Earth as proof, the Sun and Moon as example, we are each other’s friends in trials and tribulations!” The Daoist Luo River laughed loudly. Compared to the initial grim and nervous atmosphere, the hall already was incomparably relaxed, as if they already saw clearly how to capture and kill the Majestic Star


 Several days later, Grindstone Mountain.


 Mo Clan Ruins, a young girl sat atop an abandoned flight of stairs flipping through the book in her hands. Her entire body’s sexy, black attire clung tightly to her skin that was whiter than snow. Her adorable brows raised from time to time, and sometimes, they creased in gloom. Two massive copper men stood by her side like loyal guardians.


 She, happened to be the Thief Star Flea on a Drum.


 Ever since she left Su Xing, Shi Qian did not know how she returned to this once familiar place. On the basis of its reputation, she felt that researching the Mo Attack at the Mo Clan Ruins would have given her more inspiration, but she was frequently slightly preoccupied. Staring at that falling pitfall trap mechanism, opening the door, the M?bius corridor was a veil that appeared before her like yesterday.


 “Don’t let your imagination run wild, he already has two Star Generals.” Shi Yuan muttered to herself, “Dammit. That bastard unexpectedly became sworn brothers and sisters with Suwen, really goddammit.”


 As she thought this, the Thief Star suddenly jumped. The Mo Attack Mechanism Records in her hand returned to her Astral Gemstone, her Puppet Banners spreading out.


 The two Copper Man Puppets immediately raised their fists and smashed into the forest.


 A silhouette suddenly flew out, and he suppressed the puppet’s fist with a wave of his hand. Then, with a soft shout, a transparent thunder-light shout out from his palm. It seemed like a waterfall covered the two Copper Man Puppets bodies. There were dazzling rays of light and a thunderclap of water, and with the sound of a violent crash, the two imposing and terrifying Copper Man Puppets had been instantly blown like straw into a pile of scrap iron. There was not even a trace of resistance.


 The Thief Star Flea on a Drum Shi Yuan secretly shouted This is bad, striking the hand seals for Wordless and Uncommunicative as she turned and fled.


 “Can you escape past This Ancestor’s ‘Water Parting Dragon Binding Net’?” [4] That voice like a flood jeered.


 “Go!!!”


 He pointed, and a white light flew out from his hand, transforming into a dark blue, giant net that closed in on the Thief Star from above.


 Author’s Note:


 Strong push next week, can everyone schedule in advance a minimum monthly ticket? At that time, there will be another four or five chapters pleading for your votes? Uguuu…


 1. Another mistake in the raws, probably ?


 2. 貴派 ?


 3. 作揖 ?


 4. 分水縛龍網 ?
﻿Chapter 81: Shi Yuan is in Trouble

 The Supercluster Cultivator’s action was out of the ordinary. A water net spread out when the blue light flashed, and the Water Splitting Dragon Binding Net fell over the Thief Star, covering her. With this, she had no way of escaping. Shi Yuan was not afraid, on the contrary shouting curses: “Shameless Old Daoist, sneak attacking someone younger than you, don’t you feel you’ve thrown away your own self-respect.”


 Ancestor Baili descended before Shi Yuan, a sneer blossoming in his eyes. “Thief Star, the Blooming Water Sword Sect’s Ancestor Baili has been looking forward to meeting you for a long time.”


 Hearing him yell out his own Star Name as a Blooming Water Sword Sect Ancestral Master, Shi Yuan’s heart thumped, thinking to herself of how did she meet with this unexpected failure. Her mouth still stubbornly said: “Do you want to break the rules of the Star Duels with this sort of action? Heh, not afraid of the Liangshan Maiden finding trouble with your Sword Sect.” The reason why Shi Yuan was this confident was that she knew the Star Duels – before the second phase started, the other great sect’s powerful cultivators could not interfere in the Star Duels. Of course, this was only a tacitly agreed upon unwritten rule; during the phase when the Star Duels only just began, the majority of sects concealed many old freaks. Even if a Star General could ignore cultivation, possessing a super strong Star Weapon could not be placed on par with these old monster Star Cultivators.


 During the time of the first Star Duel, the Star Generals were from the illustrious reputation they held today. Everybody in Liangshan knew, the first Star Generals fighting each other in close combat was like child’s play from the perspective of the major schools. Some sects even contrarily killed Star Generals for their Star Weapons, Astral Gemstones or even for their lovely beauty. Among these, it must be brought to attention a great sect that could not be put on equal terms with the Clear Void Daoists, the “Devil Fiend Holy Sect.” [1]


 The stupidest thing the Devil Fiend Holy Sect did was that they publicly issued a manifesto to kill all Star Generals to prove they were Liangshan’s number one great sect. In reality, when this proof was ready, Liangshan’s number one sect did not need even a day to be destroyed.


 Reportedly, the Liangshan Maiden had a thousand magnificent stars fall onto the Devil Fiend Holy Sect. Its power made every hero under Heaven hide within their own sects, not daring to emerge; during that night, the Devil Fiend Holy Sect’s hundred thousand followers were obliterated from history. At that time, the Devil Fiend Holy Sect’s “Demonic Head” was a Transforming Star of Annihilation Stage pinnacle adept, but even if he was like this, he died as quietly as an ant. Ever since then, every great sect not only decisively killed errant peoples as a gesture of goodwill towards that Liangshan Maiden, they actively participated in the Star Duels. The purpose was to glimpse the Liangshan Maiden’s true face, to fully grasp the Transforming Star.


 Ancestor Baili disdainfully sneered: “Should you steal from over this sect’s head, certainly no wonder this ancestor would be unscrupulous.”


 “When did this Young Lady steal.” Shi Yuan’s eyes turned, unwilling to concede.


 “Thief Star Shi Qian, I trust you have been well since we last met.”


 Gong Xu walked over, his eyes carrying a thread of hatred.


 Shi Yuan stared blankly, really not expecting the Thousand Machine Gang would participate in this. At this moment, she heard another sneer.


 “Little Sister Shi Qian, if Elder Sister killed you, there shouldn’t be a problem, right?”


 Tong Yao squatted down, engrossed, her face carrying a mischievous expression sizing up the Flea on a Drum caught by the net.


 Seeing two Star Masters, then seeing the Thousand Machine Gang’s multitude of disciples and the Blooming Water Sword Sect’s attitude, she realized why they had come. Her heart immediately was helpless: This time, this Young Lady’s doom was at hand, about to be a Falling Star.


 “Two Elder Sisters came, Shi Qian truly has a reputation. I just don’t know how you two sisters will go split me up, seeing as how Little Sister is only one person?” The Thief Star giggled, not knowing how to die.


 “This won’t console Little Sister’s worries.” Tong Yao smiled.


 “Shi Qian, bring out the thing you stole. This Ancestor can agree to admit you into the sect.” Ancestor Baili said coldly.


 “This Young Lady did not steal any of your things.” Shi Yuan twitched her mouth.


 Ancestor Baili waved his hand. Water Thunder struck and exploded on Shi Yuan’s body, and the Thief Star grimaced. The pain was endless, but Shi Yuan was still stubborn, not uttering a word.


 “Where is the Majestic Star and her master!” Gong Xu shouted.


 “Are you an idiot? This Young Lady is a Star General, how could I have something to do with a Star Master. Even if this Young Lady did know, she would not inform you.” Shi Yuan sneered.


 Gong Xu narrowed his eyes, sorrowfully saying: “To have you go steal the sect’s secret technique, the Majestic Star’s master has nothing to do with you? Do you take this servant to be as easy to fool as a three year old child?”


 “Little Sister Shi Qian, as long as you hand over the Majestic Star’s whereabouts, Elder Sister vows to absolutely protect you safe and sound. The Blooming Water Sword Sect will welcome you as a guest. You can choose young talents as your contractor, how about it?” The Retreating Star Tong Yao enticed. “Even Elder Sister’s contractor wants to share with Little Sister.”


 Shi Yuan glanced at Chen Zhonglin. A face of loathing, Chen Zhonglin’s complexion was a bit ill. Then Shi Yuan turned her head away, not looking, the manner of a dead pig that did not fear scalding water.


 Everyone looked at each other in dismay, not expecting the shrewd Thief Star to unexpectedly be unwilling to hand over the other Star Master. This actually was beyond their expectations, but it also made them even more convinced the Majestic Star’s master and Shi Qian had an unclear collusion.


 Ancestor Baili glimpsed that Shi Yuan’s belt had a milky white talisman. A radiance flashed in his eyes. He opened his hand, and though Shi Yuan cried out in fear, that talisman was sucked over. The milky white talisman had several magic scripts, and seeing this, Ancestor Baili abruptly laughed out loud.


 “Ancestral Master, is there a solution?” Chen Zhonglin was delighted.


 “Thousand Li Sound Transmission Talisman!!” [2] Ancestor Baili held the talisman in his hand, lightly asking Shi Yuan: “The Thief Star surprisingly has this kind of talisman. It seems the person of this Sound Transmission and you are not shallowly involved? Is it that Majestic Star’s master?” The Thousand LI Sound Transmission Talisman had carved into it a Sound Transmission Divine Intent. Using it enabled one’s thoughts to be transmitted to a Divine Intent Cultivator. Being able to allow the Thief Star carry this one her person, their relationship was certain to be very close.


 “That is only something stolen by this Young Lady from someplace, why don’t you connect it? I can’t say for sure if it might make some old monsters come.” Shi Yuan flustered for a moment, then calmed down in a moment.


 How could Ancestor Baili ever be fooled by this sort of dishonest rhetoric. Coldly smiling, his finger shook, and the talisman ignited into a ball of transparent Starfire. “Lin Chong, listen to this Ancestor. I’ll give you one day to bring the thing you stole from this sect to Grindstone Mountain for a chat. Otherwise, the Thief Star Flear on a Drum will die for you!!”


 “Don’t come!!” Shi Yuan yelled in a panic.


 The talisman’s combustion was nearly over, changing into a ball of white mist. This mist condensed by Ancestor Baili’s Divine Intent and shot out a white light that disappeared far, far away into the horizon.


 “Little Sister, that’s really stupid. Exploited by the Majestic Star, yet you still protect him so? Truly outrageous.” Tong Yao frowned, incapable of comprehending this.


 Shi Yuan laughed uproariously, as if she had just seen a joke.


 “You all are truly idiots. Has Elder Sister ever heard of a Star Master that would rescue the sort of Star General that Little Sister is from a predicament? Hee, hee. Even if that Thousand Li Sound Transmission is for the Majestic Star’s master, he still would not come. Actually, that is Little Sister’s Life-Saving Talisman. You all better run, quickly. If Little Sister used this talisman, Little Sister promised to become his Star General, and then he’ll come…” Shi Yuan looked around at several people, smiling self-confidently: “You all can still make it if you run now.”


 Tong Yao trembled, and the other Star Cultivators felt the Thief Star’s words were reasonable, granted that Gong Xu was somewhat in a mess. After all, he knew the Knowledge Star. If there was such an extremely wise general present, it could now be assumed that, exploiting Shi Qian to capture the Majestic Star, she really would not come throw her life away.


 “This ancestor truly wishes to make acquaintances with the adept you speak of.” Ancestor Baili calmly opened his mouth, his words pressing down on a disciplined heart.


 The other people thought this as well. Generally speaking, in the Azure Dragon Territory, the Ancestral Master was a top-quality cultivator. With him keeping watch, even in addition to two great schools’ hundred disciples as well as two Star Masters, what a joke. This kind of battle array truly could kill gods if they came, could extinguish Buddhas if they came.


 Although they thought as much, the two schools’ disciples still did not dare to lower their guard, properly laying down a magic circle.


 Shi Yuan saw this, and her heart sunk even deeper. Even though her face feigned calm, rejoicing in other people’s misfortune, Tong Yao could see that in Shi Yuan’s eyes was that trace of exposed worry.


 “Little Sister, what are you nervous about? Since an adept will rescue you, it’s not too late to be happy.” Tong Yao shook her head as she spoke: “You said it, there isn’t a Star Master that would be willing to risk life and limb for an exploited chess piece. Oh, are you worried that your adept will be sliced and diced? No need to worry, Elder Sister won’t do it like that…”


 The Retreating Star River Churning Clam’s smile revealed her white teeth, “Elder Sister will make mincemeat out of him. Now, this is interesting.”


 —


 Bian City. How could Su Xing create as much trouble as Shi Yuan that two sects suddenly joined hands to oppose him. At this moment, he had only just finished harmonizing his breath. Squinting, he was very satisfied with the progress he had made. The Blooming Water Cultivating Origin Pill was indeed awesome; swallowing just one, the foundation of the refined Blooming Water Divine Thunder in his body was even more stable. Nurturing it in his body was getting increasingly smooth and easy. In ten days, he had already finished refining the Blooming Water Divine Thunder a second time.


 Besides this, Su Xing also finally entered Nebula Middle Stage.


 “Young Master’s progress is rapid. You can almost go try becoming an outlaw.” Wu Xinjie said.


 Su Xing nodded. First of all, he still needed to first go find Wu Tie. According to their contract, the items should have been long done.


 Arriving at the weapon refinement shop, as expected, Wu Tie had already waited for a very long time.


 “Younger Brother Su Xing, amazing. Only ten or so days, and you’ve entered Nebula Middle Stage.” Wu Tie exclaimed in admiration. He originally thought that Su Xing would need three months at the minimum to accomplish this, but how could he know that Su Xing was contracted with two beautiful Star Generals. This sort of speed was very normal.


 “This one beneath you has benefited from that “Ascend a Mountain and Dive for Pearls” and ‘Notes’ of Fellow Wu.” Su Xing smiled. Currently, he was no longer unknowledgeable about refining like he was at the very beginning. He could call out the names of the majority of refined ore, iron and stone; he could also be considered as having entered the door of weapon refinement. If he did not have that notebook of accumulated experiences, Su Xing could not have done this.


 “For it to pass on weapon refinement is a given. Pity that a certain Wu’s experiences can only count as slight mastery. It’s extremely far off from great masters.”


 “If you can forge the Magic Sealing Sword, then Brother Wu is being modest.”


 Wu Tie laughed openly, then brought out a box. Inside were placed a hundred Thunder Fire Bullets, “This is a hundred Thunder Fire Bullets, Little Brother Su. Inspect and accept this.”


 Su Xing’s Divine Intent swept over it. Wu Tie’s forging art was indeed out of the ordinary. The hundred Thunder Fire Bullets’ textures were even, seemingly like they were pressed from a mold, not even lacking in the slightest bit. This delicate working method that had been brought to the pinnacle of perfection made Su Xing speechless. He rolled the hundred Thunder Fire Bullets into his sack.


 Wu Tie stared blankly. Seeing Su Xing accept the Thunder Fire Bullets so quickly without checking, even thinking he was believing in him. The good opinion he had in his heart was even deeper, and then there was a silver gun.


 The surface of the Silver Blade with Relic Blade Sand forged into it was dazzling. The lines on the gun’s body vaguely flowed like a kind of indescribable graceful luster; those who was it would be dazzled. The gun was much lighter, but holding it in his hand and secretly providing Star Energy, Silver Blade immediately emitted a brilliant light. The Star Energy sustained by the gun body was even stronger than before, even more solid. This Relic Blade Sand was exceptional, as expected.
𝙛𝒓𝒆𝙚𝒘𝒆𝓫𝙣𝓸𝙫𝓮𝒍.𝒄𝒐𝓶

 Su Xing fondled it admiringly, when suddenly at this moment, an anxious Divine Intent penetrated into his ocean of consciousness.


 “Big Brother, Shi Yuan is in trouble…”


 1. 魔煞聖門 ?


 2. 千里傳音符 ?
﻿Chapter 82: The Man Shi Yuan Fell For

 A wooden boat split open the blue sky, the blue atmosphere raging; even the speed of Riding Sword Flying would eat the dust of the boat. A well-trimmed young man stood at the very front of the boat, his eyes erupting pure light. Pinching his hands together in a seal, he steadily imbued Star Energy into the boat. The powerful Star Energy made this ordinary Wind Swayed Raft glisten with green light, brilliantly dazzling the eyes.


 He was Su Xing. Ever since he received An Suwen’s Thousand Li Emergency Sound Transmission, [1] Su Xing maintained all his magic energy to fly the Wind Swayed Raft for several hours already, its speed putting others to shame. A fierce, protective Spirit Energy formed a barrier that covered up the violent tailwind kicked up by the hurried flight. Two beautiful ladies stood guard all around, their eyes exceptionally cold.


 “Xinjie, it seems you aren’t stopping me this time?” Su Xing gazed at the imposing Knowledge Star, pretending to be relaxed as he asked. To go on this trip, that was a narrow escape, and this would be Su Xing’s most grim challenge since he arrived at Liangshan Continent. The Blooming Water Sword Sect had set up a troop formation, waiting for him to walk right into the trap. One could imaging the vicious danger that lay inside; one man opposing one sect, that was wishful thinking. It would definitely make Su Xing into an ostrich that buried its head that this was something even he absolutely could not accomplish.


 Let alone, Su Xing was still somewhat confident.


 “Xinjie won’t play the role of the strict parent.” The Knowledge Star winked. She was fully aware of her Master’s nature. Fleeing before a battle, that definitely would never happen. Moreover, she also felt the Thief Star being captured by the Blooming Water Sword Sect was because of them. From sentiment and reason, what harm was there in helping her out once.


 “Little Sister Yingmei’s Star Weapon is already One Star. This just so happens to allow Yingmei to train.” The Knowledge Star held the Heaven Concealing Star Feather Fan in her hand, [2] a card up their sleeves, planning victory from a thousand li away, it seemed.


 “Save Shi Yuan then escape, that’s it.” Su Xing nodded. He was not arrogant enough to get rid of a Supercluster Cultivator currently.


 The two girls nodded.


 After a few hours, they arrived near Grindstone Mountain, vaguely making out a lightly colored barrier.


 Grindstone Mountain was silent, where not even a bird’s cry was heard. They did not know either how many vicious dangers lay hidden in that forest. Wu Xinjie waved the Heaven Concealing Star Fan, and a copper light moved about. The Yellow Rank Magic, “Think then Act” sprinkled a green light, then with a shake of the feather fan, that serene light swept open and covered Grindstone Mountain.


 After a moment, it passed through, seeing one after the other a hundred cultivators, and the highest cultivation was a Supercluster Early Stage. The Blooming Water Sword Sect Ancestor Baili came, as expected. In addition to him, there were two thorny Star Masters.


 “Young Master, careful. Remember to use Divine Intent at the very beginning.” Wu Xinjie said thus and thus.


 “En.”


 Su Xing let Wu Xinjie hide in the Star Nest, and exchanging firm looks with Lin Yingmei, with a step of his foot, the Wind Swayed Raft dropped into the barrier.


 Grindstone Mountain.


 This time, altogether, came seventy Blooming Water Sword Sect disciples, all of their cultivations at Stardust Late Stage.


 Compared with the Blooming Water Sword Sect, Gong Xu’s Thousand Machine Gang was somewhat lacking in resources. Fifty Thousand Machine Gang disciples each called out a Mechanical Beast, their hands grasping Puppet Banners, laying out an Eight Doors Mechanism Magic Circle. [3]


 Chen Zhonglin: “Fellow Gong Xu, shouldn’t your Star General come out?”


 A gold light fantastically emerged; it was the golden armored, light-colored shirt Song Jia. Her forehead had a solemn Buddhist aura, making the Blooming Water Sword Sect disciples and others to be endlessly shocked. Even Ancestor Baili’s eyelids jumped.


 Song Jia coldly glanced at Tong Yao.


 “With this sort of troop arrangement, how could Lin Chong dare come. Even if she dared, her Master would not necessarily dare to do so.” Song Jia opened her mouth to speak.


 “There’s no helping it if they don’t come. Although Shi Qian’s lacks meat, it’s enough to be satisfied for a time.” Tong Yao’s appearance was giddy, her eyes crafty.


 “Hmph!”


 “Don’t waste your energies scheming. Use your brain to think, and you will realize what Star Master would take risks for a Star General for the sake of no good reason. If you want to kill, kill me quickly, alright? I’m sick of this.” Shi Yuan seized the chance to shout. She deliberately was all smile: “That Gong whatever? The Divine Machine Clan’s Mo Attack Mechanism Records is very interesting. Recorded inside are many powerful mechanisms. If it was any other. Sword. Sect. That obtained it, it definitely would be like a tiger that has grown wings.”


 Gong Xu’s complexion changed, shouting: “Thief Star, cease your provocations.” He nervously shot a glance over at the Ancestor Baili freely tinkering with the Astral Gemstone he obtained from Shi Qian. His expression was light, so it was not known if he had heard her words just now.


 “What this Young Lady said was the truth.” How could Shi Yuan miss the opportunity to sow dissension in their ranks.


 “This Young Lady says, it would be better for the Blooming Water Sword Sect to cleanly dispose of the Thousand Machine Gang right here. I’ll hand this Mechanical Great Technique over to you. How about if this Young Lady goes and steals your True Technique back? The person you’re waiting for won’t come anyways, and here right now is an obedient Devil Star.”


 “Little SIster Shi Qian, do you want Sister to send you back to the Liangshan Maiden right now?!”


 Seeing her spit out her own Star Number, the Devil Star Song Jia brought out her Vajra’s Evil Smiting Sword. Pointing it at Shi Qian, the rays of light on the sword permeated the whole place, fleeting incessantly.


 “Song Wan, you have no need to receive this Shi Qian’s influence.” Tong Yao was indifferent: “She is only struggling on her deathbed.”


 “Then you all can just wait slowly wait here.” Shi Yuan objected.


 “They’ve come!!”


 Ancestor Baili put away the Astral Gemstone, spitting out two ice-cold words. He looked at Shi Yuan, carrying a sort of holier than thou victorious attitude: “It seems his and your relationship is not shallow.”


 Shi Yuan went blank.


 A green light flit across the sky, hovering in midair.


 It shook everyone present for a scare. Every disciple mobilized their techniques. Flying swords and mechanical beasts began to stir. Confronting the Majestic Star of legends, even Ancestor Baili did not dare to be the slightest bit careless.


 “I did not expect them to really come.” Chen Zhonglin was shocked, subsequently hinting to Tong Yao.


 The girl did not hold back her Jade Water Turtle Dragon Trident, grasping it firmly.


 The Devil Star Song Jia held her Vajra’s Evil Smiting Sword tightly, her expression grim.


 Even if it was Lin Chong, two Star Generals grasping One Star Heavenly Weapons were not that easy to deal with.


 “Release her!!”


 Su Xing specially added Star Energy, his voice like rolling thunder, resounding through the Grindstone Mountain, looking down from on high. Vaguely, there was a sort of frightening intention, a Divine Intent pressuring downwards towards the ground.


 Shi Yuan was dazed.


 Ancestor Baili did not mind her at this time, laughing heartily of his own accord: “Admirable, admirable. As expected, Lin Chong’s master is a seriously loyal man. Fully aware this is a dragon’s pond and a tiger’s den, and you still dare to not be shirked without dishonor, [4] too admirable. You are the kind of Star Master this old man likes…because only this way can you die quickly.”


 Around Ancestor Baili’s whole body floated several Thunder Water Flowers, his gaze keenly staring towards Su Xing. Nearly at the same time, Su Xing also stared towards him, the two people’s gazes locking. Su Xing only felt a boundless Divine Intent attack him, like an unstoppable, surging pressure that made it hard for him to breathe.


 “Hmph!” Su Xing inwardly sneered. Ancestor Baili unexpectedly wanted to use Divine Intent to overwhelm him. If it was an ordinary Star Cultivator, falling would have been fine, after all, a Nebula Middle Stage and a Supercluster Stage cultivation’s realms differed too greatly. No need to mention using Divine Intent, just that magic energy’s imposing manner could make Nebula Cultivators collapse.


 But who was Su Xing? The man that contracted the ranked third Knowledge Star and the ranked sixth Majestic Star. Regarding a Star Energy’s robustness, his ocean of consciousness was even sturdier. Without hesitation, he maneuvered his Divine Intent to pressure back.


 Bang!


 The two incorporeal Divine Intents touched each other in midair, unexpectedly exploding into a ball of violent whirlwind. Su Xing stood atop the boat’s bow, only feeling the opposition’s Divine Intent as vast and tenacious, more eager than any of the Star Cultivator’s he had encountered by a hundredfold. Only naturally, Ancestor Baili was a Supercluster Cultivator; regarding boundaries, he was the most powerful foe that Su Xing had run into. Ancestor Baili’s Divine Intent was like a tide of ten thousand stampeding horses. Even Su Xing was slightly unable to resist.


 The immense, formless strength rushed and bubbled over. After all, Su Xing was only Nebula Middle Stage. Being able to not fall over immediately already made the people below very much shocked. Su Xing had been shook by the Divine Intent that he took a few steps back. Luckily, the Absolute Sincerity Soul Technique unloaded this power.


 Although Divine Intent was formless and not unique, an unreal thing, reaching the Supercluster realm of Ancestor Baili, the Star Energy inside his body was truly vast as an ocean, waves galloping continuously. Once Divine Intent was released, did it not flow like a substance akin to mercury. His Divine Sight’s telekinesis was not the slightest bit inferior to a Star Cultivator’s artifact, perhaps even stronger. Usually, great cultivators’ imposing manners’ release being able to pressure everywhere was because of this logic.


 The berserk whirlwind ripped open the air, the air flow brought about bubbled and shot everywhere. In a moment, a bizarre hissing sound resounded continuously. The chaotic airflow was like an approaching, severely strict sword qi closing in on everyone present from far away. The hundred disciples already were pressured to the point of no longer breathing, the sword array immediately collapsing by itself.


 “Very incredible, worthy of being able to contract the Majestic Star. Directly facing the Ancestral Master’s Divine Intent attack and even standing firm.” Chen Zhonglin secretly admired. He felt it was strenuous.


 Gong Xu’s expression was unsightly. Only Star Masters that harmonized each other’s Star Energies could resist this Divine Intent. He sized up well the Wind Swayed Raft, always feeling that something was not quite right.


 Su Xing’s complexion was increasingly unsightly, his entire body trembling incessantly, about to collapse at any time.


 “I’ll bring you down just like this.” Ancestral Baili’s imposing manner burst forth, his Divine Intent focused and pressed down upon Su Xing, just as if he was pinned by the Five Sacred Mountains.


 The foreheads of Lin Yingmei, who was at his side, and Su Xing flickered forth a dazzling Star Crest. The Star General’s Star Energy resonated, only barely letting Su Xing hang on. Ancestor Baili howled with laughter. A Nebula Star Cultivator unexpectedly competed fiercely with him in Divine Intents; it seems the man Lin Chong found was only so.


 Su Xing violently spat out a great mouthful of blood, the bloody mist drifting through the air. His expression was more and more unbearable, and Shi Yuan’s voice was seemingly filled to the brim with sobbing: “Idiot, hurry and run!!!!!”


 The Wind Swayed Raft in the sky shook and was already beginning to fall apart. It looked as if Su Xing was no longer able to resist, when suddenly at this moment, Ancestor Baili saw that this man unexpectedly smiled?


 He unexpectedly smiled???


 “Not good!! We fell into a trap, quickly call Senior to stop!!” Gong Xu suddenly shouted loudly.


 “What did you say?”


 Chen Zhonglin stared blankly.


 Boom!


 Densely packed Thunder Fire Bullets suddenly flew out from the forest, giving rise to an enormous explosion under the pressure of Divine Intent; a figure flew out.


 “Hmph, only realizing now is already too late.”


 That beautiful figure, white-handed, was spry and lively as she danced as she wished. Several hundred talismans fluttered about Grindstone Mountain like butterflies that filled the sky. Interlocking Explosion, Wind Kill, and Water Arrow covered the area without warning.


 The hundred disciples already had been pressured breathless by the Ancestor’s Divine Intent, and now suddenly receiving this attack, there simply was not enough time to react. Looking on helplessly at the Thunder Fire Bullets, the hundred talismans rushed and covered their faces.


 Boom!


 A blaze reached the sky, and the earth quaked as the mountains shook.


 At this time, only now did Chen Zhonglin understand the meaning of Gong Xu’s words.


 Who was this girl?!


 He was overwhelmed with shock.


 1. 千里緊急傳音 ?


 2. 遮天星斗羽扇, the raws say this, but this has never come up before. ?


 3. 八門機關陣法 ?


 4. Basically choosing to follow through on duties, even if it’s a bad choice. ?
﻿Chapter 83: Yellow Rank Spear Technique: Long Blizzard Nights

 Su Xing deliberately used Divine Intent to incite Ancestor Baili, and Ancestor Baili thought of relying on this technique of a Divine Intent to grab Su Xing. He scarcely realized that for a Supercluster Cultivator to fully use that enormous Divine Intent, that would be like sinking a mountain into the sea. The hundred disciples present were all only just Stardust Stage; how could they withstand this kind of ravaging. Originally having laid down a sword array, the magic circle instantly collapsed by itself.


 And along with the two people’s Divine Intent duel that attracted the attention of everyone, the Knowledge Star took advantage of the opportunity to throw out hundreds of talismans and several tens of Thunder Fire Bullets. Even if a few were pushed down by Divine Intent, the explosion the Thunder Fire Bullets gave rise to still formed a chain reaction.


 And with a distraction such as this, the hundred disciples sustained casualties amounting to more than half their number.


 As far as the Knowledge Star was concerned, the most frightening thing was not the Supercluster Cultivator, but these seemingly insignificant Stardust disciples. When the sword array broke, the Divine Intent also immediately crumbled.


 The disciples suffered a calamity, yet Ancestor Baili’s face did not change expressions. Apparently, he did not count on these low-level disciples to be able to do anything, anyways. They were not bad as cannon fodder, and now, another hidden Star General had been drawn out. Ancestor Baili sneered. Raising his hand, a ten zhang long, thick Blue Water Thunderclap [1] struck downwards from the sky above towards Su Xing. Thunder boomed, like ten thousand stampeding horses, and the Blue Water Thunderclap was no less than a hundred zhang in length, its momentum vast and boundless.


 Astonishingly, this was the Blooming Water Divine Thunder’s power.


 “Master, careful!” Lin Yingmei’s expression tightened.


 No one understood this kind of frightening Thunder Technique the Blooming Water Divine Thunder was even more than Su Xing. It seemed from the Five Spirits Law Heavenly Book’s introduction that the Blooming Water Thunder, as one of the Five Elements Astonishing Thunders, its might was higher than an average Daoist Realm’s Thunder magic by several hundredfold. Seeing Ancestor Baili’s Blue Water Thunderclap, its momentum strengthen, imposing and fierce, it had been refined at least more than ten times. Although it was far from reaching Ten Thousand Thunders Simultaneous Discharge, the point of the collapse of Heaven and Earth, its might still scared people.


 Plus, Ancestor Baili’s was not a person who underestimated the enemy, [2] acting without leaving the least bit of leeway. Everyone present all felt this vastly powerful Blue Water Thunderclap’s approaching and severe killing intent. Even if Su Xing had the Majestic Star’s protection, he could not relax if it struck upon his body.


 Everyone thought this way, yet who would have imagined that when the Blue Water Thunder was unveiled, Lin Yingmei leapt, unexpectedly leaving her Master, an Arctic Star Spear glinting in her hand. Cold qi pressed and pierced, hacking towards Ancestor Baili.


 The Majestic Star’s “betrayal” made Ancestor Baili very alarmed. According to his understanding, the Majestic Star should have inevitably helped block the Thunderclap. Could it be this Majestic Star was dissatisfied with her own Master and was sending him to die? It was too late for much thought, and the many Thunder Water Flowers at Ancestor Baili’s side alternated, shooting towards Lin Yingmei.


 The Blooming Water Divine Thunder overwhelmingly dropped down from above Su Xing, when suddenly it collided against a pure white halo. Enveloping Su Xing, a jade light condensed, and over Su Xing’s head, it transformed into a many layered ocean. Every level of white light had minute, faintly discernible incantations, showing an extremely durable appearance.


 Bang! Bang! Bang!


 Like a clay ox entering the sea, [3] the ten, hundred zhang long Blooming Water Divine Thunders struck upon the white net. That kind of oppressive sinking noise penetrated endlessly. The jade colored bright light enshrouding Su Xing’s entire body seemed like a bottomless pit, completely sucking in the Blooming Water Divine Thunder.


 A jade annulus twinkled brightly.


 Everyone looked, and only then did they know Lin Yingmei’s “betrayal” was planned.


 “Astral Treasure!!”


 Chen Zhonglin shouted.


 The Profound Star Barrier was worthy of being called an ancient magic treasure. The Blooming Water Divine Thunder was easily submerged into that sea.


 The Blooming Water Divine Thunder having been broken, Ancestor Baili was tangled up by Lin Yingmei. Waving his hand to disperse the Thunder Water Flowers, exploding one after another, the One Star Arctic Star Spear cleaved open a chilly wind that shattered the Divine Thunder.


 The long spear shot straight towards Ancestor Baili, the latter was the Blooming Water Sword Sect Ancestral Master grade after all, and seeing him suddenly point towards the sky, a Blooming Water Thunder that was bigger than the one discharged earlier dropped from the sky. This Thunderclap’s water color was even more deep, its thickness somewhat terrifying. At the minimum, it was larger than the Blooming Water Divine Thunder just now by a full size. In addition, to the side of the at least three hundred zhang in length thunder pillar was countless huge water balls randomly flying and rotating.


 This was a Supercluster Cultivator’s power.


 This power was certainly just like opening Heaven and splitting Earth, the rapidly falling Thunder Pillar bringing with it a whirlwind. The earth split, and the forest was pulled out by the roots, rolling. With regards to the other party, the thunderclap just now was like comparing a small brook to a large river.


 Lin Yingmei looked at it as if it was nothing, her speartip fiercely cutting. The Arctic Star Spear rolled out an Arctic Cloud Gust [4] that condensed into a thick barrier, blocking her front. The Destined Star Weapon’s defense was far unlike the Profound Star Barrier’s, especially after advancing to One Star. With a type of unique material like Arctic Cloud Ice Soul, it was indeed like a tiger that had grown wings. The moment the Blooming Water Divine Thunder touched the ice-cold Arctic Cloud Barrier, [5] it was like it fell entered into a swamp.


 “Hmph.”


 Ancestor Baili easily pointed, a booming Divine Thunder exploding open.


 With successive booms, the Arctic Cloud Barrier blown to bits. Although the Blooming Water Divine Thunder consumed until nothing was left, it also blocked Lin Yingmei’s attack. Ancestor Baili seemed to have already known this outcome, not even looking as he raised his joined hands. An item flew out; it was a hanging portrait with the Nine Dragons Glacier [6] painted upon it. He shook the painting, and cold light flashed from inside it. Nine, several zhang long, ice-cold and pure crystal long dragons flew about and coiled in the sky. They formed a mysterious magic circle, and that magic circle flickered and disappeared. Instantly, it appeared above Lin Yingmei.


 Nine crystal long dragons opened their maws and spat balls of fog. These nine balls of fog were extremely cold; the moment they touched the air, they became a thick ice sheet, freezing Lin Yingmei firmly inside.


 This was the sect’s magic weapon!


 Entering Supercluster Stage, cultivators could then refine magic weapons. Compared to artifacts, magic weapons had even more spiritual power. The magic energy they could sustain was also more profound, like this “Nine Dragons Ice Sealing Painting” [7] that could temporarily seal an opponent.


 However, it was clear he had forgotten Lin Yingmei’s identity.


 Su Xing was at her side, successively making hand seals. The Lin Yingmei that had been frozen over immediately disappeared, entering the Star Nest. In a moment, she once again emerged from beside Su Xing.


 “Go help Xinjie. Leave him to me.” Su Xing promptly said.


 Lin Yingmei did not think further. Seeing Wu Xinjie currently tangled up in a battle confronting the Giant in the Clouds Song Wan, Wu Xinjie was a wise general, not a military general, after all. Breaking the two schools’ Blooming Water Sword Array and the mechanism magic circle was already less than desirable. The enemy was very intelligent, and Chen Zhonglin and Tong Yao stood guard next to Shi Qian. Perhaps they knew they could not allow them to escape after rescuing Shi Qian.


 “Just you alone????” Ancestor Baili laughed his head off. A Nebula Cultivator unexpectedly wanted to challenge him?? “You think just because you have an Astral Treasure that this Ancestor would be unable to deal with you? Killing you is even better than killing Lin Chong. As expected, you are a stupid man!!” Ancestor Baili coldly smiled. He currently worried there would be no chance to kill Lin Chong’s contractor, but the opposition unexpectedly arrived on his doorstep. Recalling the Nine Dragons Ice Seal Painting, both his hands struck a seal. The Blooming Water Divine Thunder sprayed out of Ancestor Baili’s pores, taking the shape of several hundred Blue Water Thunderclaps.


 “Let us see if your Astral Treasure or this Ancestor’s Blooming Water Divine Thunder is the powerful one!” Ancestor Baili sneered, the several hundred Blooming Water Divine Thunders interweaving into an inescapable net that attacked towards Su Xing; Ancestor Baili was a steel-minded killer.


 The Water Thunder’s rays of light enshrouded the Grindstone Mountain under a fantastic environment.


 Moreover, when Lin Yingmei rushed towards Song Jia, Gong Xu and Song Jia already took precautions. Gong Xu controlled his flying sword to execute an attack, and Song Jia hardly carelessly shook the Vajra’s Evil Smiting Sword, but having already been refined to One Star, the Arctic Star Spear broke the artifact like paper scraps. After several moves, Song Jia was no match.


 “Sister, come quickly!” At this time, seeing Tong Yao still to the side, Song Jia could only call out.


 Tong Yao did not dare put on airs, having seen that the Arctic Star Spear in Lin Yingmei’s hand was already twinkling a white star. Unexpectedly, in such a short time, she refining her Star Weapon to One Star was somewhat scary, and the only way was to join hands with the Devil Star Song Jia.


 The Jade Water Turtle Dragon Trident rushing out from the left brought relief to Song Jia of the pressure of confronting Lin Chong.


 “Sister Lin Chong, just let we little sisters properly play with you?” Tong Yao gave a big smile, the Jade Water Turtle Dragon Trident reflecting light clear and crystal, its tip penetrating.


 Seeing Lin Chong alone confront two Star Masters, how could Gong Xu and Chen Zhonglin miss such a great fortunate timing. Seeing Wu Xinjie already go save Shi Qian was something they no longer cared about as the ancestor was here, anyways. She could not be saved, and the top priority, the most urgent thing the two Star Masters wanted to do most was to kill Lin Chong. As long as the Majestic Star Panther Head died, only then would they be able to feel at ease, otherwise, it would be hard to say if they could leave this place.


 “All Star Cultivators, immediately kill Lin Chong!!”


 Ancestor Baili also yelled.


 It seemed this fighting strength on Grindstone Mountain, the Panther Head Lin Chong, was apparently the sole enemy.


 The remaining Star Cultivators’ cultivations were not originally Nebula Stage, and they immediately threw themselves into an encirclement battle to kill Lin Chong.


 Flying Sword, artifact, saber light, [8] mechanical art, every sort of attack method emerged more and more.


 With a Heavenly Weapon at One Star, Su Xing’s Star Energy progressed to Nebula Middle Stage, and the current Lin Yingmei was incomparable. At this most critical moment, the girl was completely not a wee bit reserved, her fighting strength splitting the skies and parting the seas, a churning the river.


 Her figure flashed by, and Lin Yingmei’s slender silhouette was just like chilly wind, suddenly violent, suddenly rushing out towards the two Star Masters’ pincer maneuver, completely ignoring the Devil Star Song Jia, the Retreating Star Tong Yao and the rest’s saturation attack. The Panther Head’s super powerfully dodged, stepping across many zhang of space, arriving at the side of Star Cultivator nocking a Cold Arrow. Not saying anything further, her spear directly cut diagonally.


 From the speartip came a power that was even more chilling to the bone than at any other time.


 This was perhaps the first time Lin Yingmei opened up her own power unbridled. A simple spear, yet its appearance was not like before. Without mentioning its movements fast enough to simply be unable to see its shadow, along with the spear’s diagonal cuts, the air immediately transmitted a light sound, just as if something was broken. A clear, cold line immediately thereupon appeared, cutting out a complete locus.


 His expression greatly changed, completely too late to react. This Nebula Late Stage Star Cultivator hurriedly raised both his hands to protect himself, releasing Star Energy with all his power, a protective artifact immediately appearing. A distinctly visible protective light suddenly appeared before Lin Yingmei’s eyes, and all the cold that the spear brought with it oddly and simply knocked a strike against it.


 “Shatter!!” [9]


 A crisp breaking sound once again was transmitted out, a violent reaction simply out of the imagination.


 The Star Cultivator maintained his dumbstruck appearance, but the girl already swept past his body. The Arctic Star Spear seemed dull, yet it was actually incomparably valiant. A sharp, cold light shot onto the opposition’s protective cover and ruptured it just like a chicken egg. An ice-cold trajectory like lightning in the dark, there was a flash, and he died.


 This spear raised a storm.


 That Star Cultivator’s neck spurted a spray of blood several meters high. Almost as if his pupils were melting, he wobbled and collapsed.


 A valiant attack!!


 His pupils violently shrunk; Chen Zhonglin and the other Star Master’s expressions immediately changed greatly. If they suffered this spear, inevitably, they would go nowhere at all. A Nebula Late Stage Star Cultivator unexpectedly was dispatched in a flash by Lin Chong. This was the Panther Head?


 This was the Panther Head, but things had barely started!


 Lin Yingmei whirled her body, the corner of her mouth sweeping into an arrogant curve. The Arctic Star Spear, its cold light hovering, a ball of snowy yet not snowy fog spilling out from that mysterious pattern on the spear body. Astonishingly, it stored an ice-cold, bone-chilling and dreadful energy, its sharpness sharper than the world’s most legendary blade.


 The other Star Cultivators dripped with sweat, gritting their teeth as they struck consecutive hand seals.


 “Don’t run!!” In a moment of pause, Song Jia stepped forward to dodge, the Vajra’s Evil Smiting Sword trying to command people before Lin Yingmei’s next attack.


 She absolutely was not the only person with this line of thought. Nearly at the same time as the Star Cultivator’s fall, the rest of the Star Cultivators simultaneously moved, attacking towards Lin Yingmei together.


 A cold light flashed across her eyes. In an instant, a loathsome smile unexpectedly appeared on Lin Yingmei’s face.


 Her body was seemingly in mid air, her footsteps agilely rotating, cutting out a beautiful, graceful, admirable and outstanding circle. Just like a whirlwind, a gale springing up everywhere, she already appeared behind another Star Cultivator.


 There were no flashy or unnecessary movements whatsoever!


 A spear swept by!!!


 SFX: “Puchi…” [10]


 A dazzling white light blossomed in the air. In the sky, a beautiful arc streaked by, sweeping from this Star Cultivator’s neck and away. A huge skull immediately lifted with the light, rolling towards the sky. From start to finish, unexpectedly, no blood appeared. The Arctic Star Spear’s chilliness was increasingly deep, surprisingly already freezing over the wound when she cut; even blood did not have time to spray out.


 While the narration was very long, actually, not a moment’s time had passed. Lin Yingmei’s attack was just about to go off smoothly when indescribable form of ice and snow energy was already approaching her front.


 The others had no time to be amazed. Flying swords and magic energy discharged. When Lin Yingmei beheaded the third person, Song Jia also shouted loudly. The Vajra’s Evil Smiting Sword’s light rays condensed a bit; impressively, it was the Yellow Rank Battle Technique: “Great Wisdom King Cleave.”


 A biting cold, gold light like an auger, simply without any dodging movements like Lin Yingmei, resolutely crashed towards her.


 Lin Yingmei’s hair danced in the air. Inconceivable snowflakes drifted around the girl’s whole body. Suddenly, snowy waves violently rocked, and a snow wave fiercely flew, ice fragments radiating all around.


 Bang!!


 The Arctic Star Spear chopped, and the cold light unexpectedly directly tore open the Great Wisdom King Cleave.


 Song Jia turned pale with fright. What kind of exaggeration was this.


 “That is, that is…that…”


 This moment, Lin Yingmei’s Arctic Star Spear was like an extremely ice-cold weapon. The Grindstone Mountain’s temperature wildly plummeted without explanation. Suddenly, snowflakes drifted over from the girl’s vicinity. Seemingly like winter, Chen Zhonglin noticed every attack of Lin Chong became increasingly ice-cold, and the temperature would drop by a degree, along with this Panther Head appearing increasingly frightening.


 A sort of terrifying pressure was issued from Lin Yingmei.


 Chen Zhonglin quaked, his inner heart unexpectedly showing fear.


 So this was Maiden Mountain’s Five Tiger Generals?


 “This is bad!!! Quickly kill Lin Chong!!” Tong Yao abruptly shrieked, both hands grasping the Jade Water Turtle Dragon Trident. A powerful Star Energy was imbued into the spear, a dragon leaving the ocean.


 Song Jia also felt a crisis, her entire body shivering without end. She already lost her earlier icy arrogance, the Vajra’s Evil Smiting Sword’s sword light erupting. Every kind of gold, bright light shot out from the Devil Star, her Star Crest entering the weapon like an unending river.


 Chen Zhonglin and Gong Xu clearly sensed the two Star Generals’ unease and fear. They also handled things at full strength, throwing out every kind of self-protective artifact. The remaining dozens of cultivators immediately launched an attack at Lin Chong, no longer with an artifact or a technique, just a direct slash.


 The cold light of Lin Yingmei’s was all the more ice-cold, like it came from a deep freeze.


 “This Lin Chong…just what is happening?” Chen Zhonglin felt an ice-cold chill stab into his bones.


 “Lin Chong is going to use her Yellow Rank Spear Technique, stop her!!” Tong Yao shouted loudly.


 The Jade Water Turtle Dragon Trident rolled out a roaring tsunami, imposingly surging forward, a pinning pressure like the Five Sacred Mountains rushed towards Lin Yingmei.


 The Retreating Star River Churning Clam’s Yellow Rank Style – Water Dragon Captures Heaven, Overflows the Sea!


 The Devil Star Giant in the Clouds Song Jia also did not neglect, the Vajra’s Evil Smiting Sword’s bright light condensed and split open the cold weather mist, appearing like a sharp, massive sword that shot towards Lin Yingmei.


 Great Wisdom King Cleave!!


 The two Star Generals’ One Star Heavenly Weapons’ Yellow Rank Styles could be rated as tyrannical, with power abundant enough to swallow the whole country.


 Lin Yingmei’s attack had only just started, but it was a sudden start. Cold immediately flooded the entire space, the snow on the ground accumulating more and more because of the extremely deep cold made by the Star Energy at the speartip. Also because of this extreme ice-cold, large snowflakes were created, the seasons seeming to have reversed.


 The sounds of explosions arose with a bang. In the middle of the violent whirlwind, it collected into a frightful ice tornado. The space in a range of a hundred zhang immediately was a vast expanse of white snow; it could be clearly seen that the temperature had been brought down to the bottom line. Everything before their eyes was shrouded by white, their ears crammed with a whistle. The flying swords had been shot down, and the two Earthly Stars’ Styles were drawn into this blizzard, like dropping into a big, bottomless hole.


 Song Jia and the rest’s faces had no color.


 Suddenly, there came a violent change. The Star Cultivators hurriedly retreated back, executing defensive maneuvers, fearing a sneak attack.


 An ice-cold figure similar to a millennium of black ice, the cold wind’s devastation felt in the air, and Lin Yingmei’s expression was cold, both her hands holding her spear. Stepping at a slow pace, in the middle of a violent storm of snow, she cut out a stunning and outstanding spear technique.


 Raising her spear, it carried from top to bottom an imposing power, seemingly splitting open the intact space. A world-shaking fracturing sound rang, and along with her spear’s power, the ground immediately caved in. Ice crystals violently launched, snow waves splashed. The forest and the earth were jolted in a clamor, being pulled out by the roots.


 The enormous ice-cold of the speartip directly swept past, and this spear brought out a wide expanse of a storm.


 The Star Cultivators’ defenses were instantly broken, their figures disappearing into the storm. Lin Yingmei’s figure flashed, the spear’s power sweeping open from front to back the sneak attacking Song Jia. The spear’s cold neared an even more bone-chilling level. Within a crisp noise, the cold, crystal spear in Lin Yingmei’s hand that looked like ice and snow abruptly transformed into points of sparkling, white light that shot into every direction.


 The person already viciously rushed out.


 The spear technique was continuous and unending, without end. The offensive was wild as swelling waters, and the torrential downpour was becoming increasingly fierce.


 A distance of several zhang was closed in a flash. The girl’s speed reached a peak, and along with the inertia of a full sprint, the spear broke down in midair like a snowflake. It condensed again and promptly reappeared in her hand. This time, the attack target was Star Master Gong Xu.


 Gong Xu was a Star Master. Towards a Star Cultivator’s attack, he had an extremely strong sensibility. Even if he could not resist from the front, to unexpectedly kill him was also not that simple. He hastily controlled his flying sword to block her; what actually ripped apart this brilliant white space was actually a tiny snowflake fragment. Under Lin Yingmei’s deliberate acceleration, it possessed an awful destructive power. Every inch of space in the surroundings was intensively covered, such that the other Star Cultivators did not have the slightest chance to get away.


 “Ding, ding, ding…” This sound was unending.


 Gong Xu promptly embodied a Nebula Late Stage’s formidable combat power, the unsheathed flying sword like a viper. Quickly, he laid down a concentrated defensive net of light, under the accurate work of a slightly scorching qi flame, unexpectedly, the effect of a shield was achieved. Those ice crystal fragments possessing possessing awful kinetic energy were unable to have an effect, evaporating away in an instant.


 But Lin Chong’s spear technique was far from being thought of as that simple.


 “Master, leave quickly!!”


 Song Jia saw the danger.


 Lin Yingmei’s spear already was like the sound of thunder. In the opponent’s confusion, she promptly broke into the light net. She completely ignored the threat of the flying sword.


 A bloody light suddenly appeared!


 With a muffled grunt, Gong Xu staggered backwards a few steps as if he was drunk off wine, violently twitching from head to toe. A great amount of blood bubbled out of his throat; his throat seemed to have been pierced.


 Gong Xu covered his throat, stunned, an expression of disbelief on his face.


 “Great Wisdom King Cleave!!”


 Song Jia spat out a mouthful of blood, the golden sword light attempting to tear open the blizzard, however, the girl subsequently danced, her agility like a butterfly in a storm. Lifting the plum tea piece, at the same time, there was blood.


 She pointed to her next target, Chen Zhonglin.


 “Master, quickly escape!”


 Tong Yao was already deathly pale, the Jade Water Turtle Dragon Trident resisting with all its might.


 At this moment, Lin Yingmei’s spear power was completely revealed. Song Jia and Tong Yao advanced to attack with their full power, wanting to fight for a final thread of a chance, but that Arctic Star Spear rotated incomparably strangely. The spear point would sweep, and there would be an expansive blizzard. A chop would be a biting, penetrating cold, and every attack would make the spear’s temperature become even more frigid.


 The Star Crest on the girl’s forehead was increasingly bright and pale. An unprecedented immense gale and blizzard enveloped the Star Cultivators under her spear power. No one could be spared, no one could escape.


 This was shockingly it.


 The Majestic Star’s Yellow Rank Spear Technique!


 Long Blizzard Nights! [11]


 The violent blizzard finally subsided, and Lin Yingmei held the spear in one hand, standing straight.


 In the area of her attack, all Star Cultivators were met with a violent death.


 The Devil Star Giant in the Clouds Song Jia saw her heart had been run through. Her expression blank, the light in her eyes began to fade.


 “Two people could not kill you.” Tong Yao leaned on the Jade Water Turtle Dragon Trident for support, her whole body audibly shuddering. Mortally wounded, the only reason why she had not died was that she relied on Chen Zhonglin’s life-saving talisman, “First Scene Like Water Talisman.” [12]


 However, Chen Zhonglin was not as lucky as she. Fallen under Tong Yao’s foot, it seemed his breath was cut short.


 Tong Yao frigidly laughed, kneeling down where she was. Immediately, her final speck of light also was lost.


 “Go well!”


 Lin Yingmei faintly said.


 The bodies of the ranked seventy-second Devil Star Giant in the Clouds Song Wan (Song Jia) and the ranked sixty-ninth Retreating Star River Churning Clam Tong Meng (Tong Yao) turned into star fragments, floating into the void. In the sky, two Crimson Stars were used up, and two stars fell.


 Boom!!


 Lin Yingmei still had not yet enough time to breathe, when suddenly, Grindstone Mountain was shook by an earthquake. A powerful pressure imposingly pressed down, hiding the sky and covering the earth.


 The exploding sound of rolling thunder.


 Not good!


 Master!!


 Lin Yingmei hoisted her spear, lifted her head, and happened to spot Ancestor Baili breach Su Xing’s defenses, and she immediately forged ahead.
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﻿Chapter 84: The Heavenly Calamity Talisman

 When the Yellow Rank Spear Technique “Long Blizzard Nights” was executed, it truly was a skill that would make others marvel. Lin Yingmei dispatched two Star Masters in a spurt of energy, and along with her ceasing of the spear technique, Grindstone Mountain’s blizzard also calmed. But at this time, there was the ear-splitting sound of rolling thunder. Raising her head, what she saw was Ancestor Baili’s Blooming Divine Thunder Flying Sword happen to strike open Su Xing.


 The Profound Star Barrier’s spiritual energy defense vanished into thin air, and a Blue Water Thunderclap several zhang thick came striking down.


 Ancestor Baili howled with laughter. According to his magic energy, it was sufficient to kill Su Xing dozens of times. Su Xing seemingly foresaw this, opening a Heaven Concealing Parasol against the wind and sheltering above Su Xing’s head. A ball of light interweaved into a net, layer upon layer folding around him.


 The Thunderclap loudly struck, struggling valiantly as more than a dozen layers of light net instantly crumbled.


 The Heaven Concealing Parasol was torn to shreds without the least bit of resistance, and it was at this time that two crimson lights fell from the heavens onto Su Xing. At the same time, the Blooming Water Divine Thunder struck Su Xing. With two rays of crimson light and the Heaven Concealing Parasol, a Supercluster Stage Great Cultivator’s tyrannical Blooming Water Divine Thunder unexpectedly could not strike the killing blow on Su Xing. Everything seemed to have been planned, every single detail accounted for.


 Having received such a strike, Su Xing still violently coughed up a mouthful of blood, his internal organs seemingly on fire, his body’s flesh and nerves aflame. Ancestor Baili coldly smiled and pointed with both hands. Several Thunder Lightning Flowers floated in the air then plunged towards Su Xing.


 A cold light cut vertically, and the flowers drifted.


 Lin Yingmei had hurried in time.


 “Heh, heh, heh, heh. This truly is an outcome outside of This Ancestor’s expectations.” Ancestor Baili floated in midair, more than a dozen Blooming Water Divine Thunders forming a flower appeared before their eyes. The petals opened and closed, taking in and sending out water lightning.


 Seeing Lin Yingmei exert a powerful air that was seemingly dissipating, currently, he was not worried.


 Grindstone Mountain at this moment suddenly dropped into winter, covered in ice and snow. The two sect’s hundred disciples nearly had no survivors, and the sole one left alive was precisely that Ancestor Baili. This Supercluster absolutely powerful cultivator did not have any sorrow whatsoever. On the contrary, he was even more savage and dripping with pride. As far as Ancestor Baili was concerned, this kind of situation was not necessarily an unlucky chance. “This is perfect. If this ancestor exterminates three Star Generals, that Liangshan Maiden wouldn’t say anything, would she?”


 Ancestor Baili slightly raised both his hands, the Water Lightning Flower increasing sharply by several zhang. His absolute self-confidence originated from an absolute gap in their strength.


 Su Xing was only a Nebula Middle Stage, what idea was this? His next rank was but Galaxy, both sides spanning a realm. In the Star Cultivators’ domain, this was not fatal; this was absolutely frightening. Regardless of what unexpected trickery a Nebula Cultivator used, that was fine. And a trump card, that was also fine. Ancestor Baili looked at it all as nothing, his sole worry the realm crossing Star General.。


 “Wiping out Lin Chong, this Ancestor would be considered the number one person, able to enter the heavens would be merely so. Can’t say for sure if This Ancestor could even go see that Liangshan Maiden.” Ancestor Baili’s eyes suddenly shot pure electricity, vigorously and wildly rising. A powerful pressure pressed down and intimidated Grindstone Mountain, the tremendous mountain shuddering for this reason.


 “Even if you put this much effort into planning, what of it. Watch how This Ancestor breaks you all – go!”


 Ancestor Baili shouted.


 Several dozen Thunder Water Flowers withered, imitating flying swords as they broke into the sky and shot forth.


 Su Xing raised the Pure Gold Shield, both hands joined as he struck hand seals. A ball of Water Lightning flew out from his palm, the disparity with Ancestor Baili’s was not generally large. An immense, deep hole was blasted out of the earth by the Blooming Water Divine Thunder. Su Xing’s Pure Gold Shield broke within a moment, only barely able to block the Blooming Water Divine Thunder, but having the Panther Head Lin Yingmei’s protection, an Arctic Star Serpent Spear swept across.


 However, Ancestor Baili’s magic energy was excessively valiant, and Lin Yingmei and Su Xing both were beat back.


 “Don’t mind this Star.”


 The Knowledge Star Wu Yong tenderly scolded.


 Several tens of whistling Thunder Fire Bullets successively were loosed from Silver Blade. This seemingly an artifact yet not an artifact gunblade was used by Wu Xinjie actually very skillfully. Ancestor Baili was disdainful; ever since after Wu Xinjie greatly broke the Sword Array, his Divine Intent continuously did not leave the opponent. When he saw her go save the Thief Star, he was not worried. The Water Parting Dragon Binding Net was expected to give her no way out.


 Now seeing her shoot a dozen or so Thunder Fire Bullets at him, Ancestor Baili lazily waved, and a ball of blue-green light leaked from his sleeve, transformed into a long river, and instantly broke the Thunder Fire Bullets.


 “On what grounds do you all dare to be so impudent in front of This Ancestor!” Ancestor Baili laughed loudly.


 “This servant Knowledge Star does dare! Old Daoist, accept death!”


 The Knowledge Star Wu Xinjie’s wrist turned over, and a hundred talismans were thrown out.


 The talismans transformed midair into fire birds, the Middle Grade Talisman “Roasting Bird Talisman.” [1]


 Ancestor Baili first raised his flying sword to block Lin Chong, and then subsequently urged on his Blooming Water ability to break the talismans.


 “Knowledge Star? There’s some capital. This ancestor will take your sacrificial star first!” Hearing Wu Xinjie defend her reputation, Ancestor Baili’s eyes immediately revealed greed. The Roasting Bird Talisman simply was incapable of resisting Ancestor Baili’s grandeur. Wu Xinjie cried out in fear, her frightened face drained of color. Turning around, she ran.


 “Xinjie, look out!”


 The Su Xing and Lin Yingmei who were wrapped up by Ancestor Baili’s flying sword anxiously cried out.


 How could Ancestor Baili let go of this golden opportunity to extinguish the Knowledge Star. His figure flit by, instantly chasing after Wu Xinjie’s back, the wind whistling in a cacophony, his killing intent roaring. Ancestor Baili’s palm raised a Thunder Light, slapping Wu Xinjie’s back, “Die!!!”


 His palm hurt, having received recoil. Her clothes were ripped open by a formless power, and on the inside unexpectedly was a golden thread weave, fish scale treasure armor. Shockingly, it was the Golden Thread Fish Scale Armor. Originally General Tianwei’s treasure armor, it broke ten thousand flying swords of cultivators while on his body. Now on Wu Xinjie’s body, it was actually suitable for her. Ancestor Baili’s fatal palm energy immediately was greatly dissolved, however, even if it was like this, Wu Xinjie still vomited a mouthful of blood, her whole body trembling.


 But just when Ancestor Baili prepared to grab Wu Xinjie’s head, the girl suddenly turned around. He saw the Star General that should have been scared out of her mind reveal a victorious and cunning smile.


 “You fell for it, Old Daoist!”


 A purple colored talisman floated out. Within such a short distance, Ancestor Baili simply was unable to see it. The talisman flashed, then faded, sticking onto the ancestor’s abdomen. He saw that talisman’s carved script had some profound design, and when the talisman dispersed, a violet great array surged. A powerful pressure unexpectedly made Ancestor Baili incapable of budging. Immediately afterwards, a purple magic cloud was raised over his head. Seeing that magic cloud flash with lightning within, rolling thunder grandly shook.


 When the purple talisman came out, shockingly, the world changed color.


 A thousand zhang purple flame, thunder and lightning rushed out from the magic circle, firmly trapping Ancestor Baili within.


 “Impossible!!” Ancestor Baili was frightened enough that his face was white, promptly chaining together and striking hand seals. Several magic weapons, artifacts, everything flew out seemingly to ward off this terrible calamity.


 This talisman of the Knowledge Star Wu Xinjie was awe-inspiringly the Supreme Grade Talisman


 “Heavenly Calamity Talisman!!!”


 Boom.


 A hundred bolts of thick violet-colored thunder and lightning struck down from the magic cloud, the large power unexpectedly cut down Grindstone Mountain a number of zhang. The purple light and frightening lightning could be seen as far as a thousand li away.


 Taking advantage of this, Su Xing and Lin Yingmei promptly cut down the out of control Divine Intent’s flying sword, rushing to Wu Xinjie’s side.


 Dealing with a Supercluster Cultivator could only happen by relying on the kind of Supreme Grade Talisman that was the Divine Punishment Talisman. Otherwise, they were simply incapable of shaking him up the slightest.


 The violet thunder and lightning disappeared, and the weather was once again sunny and cloudless. The smoke and dust dispersed away, slowly revealing a battered and exhausted shadow.
𝚏𝗿𝗲𝐞𝐰𝚎𝕓𝐧𝚘𝘃𝗲𝐥.𝐜𝚘𝕞

 Su Xing and the others’ hearts sunk.


 Sure enough, a Supercluster Cultivator was valiant.


 The Supreme Grade Talisman, the Heavenly Calamity Talisman, was surprisingly unable to deal with him!!
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﻿Chapter 85: Magical Fire Cutting Down Baili

 The battle of Grindstone Mountain seemed very dangerous, but all the developments finished within the Knowledge Star, the Resourceful Star, Wu Yong’s expectations; from the very beginning when Su Xing used Divine Intent to break the hundred disciples’ Sword Array, to Lin Yingmei’s “Long Blizzard Nights” that cut down two Star Masters and dropped the power of two Crimson Stars onto Su Xing to block the imminent peril of the Blooming Water Divine Thunder, to even when she announced her own identity to lure Ancestor Baili to chase and kill her, using the Golden Thread Fish Scale Armor to escape a calamity, then using the Heavenly Calamity Talisman after for a quick kill.


 This series of plans could even be said to be clever to the highest peak. The hundred cultivators’ ambush here in this trap was cleanly swept through, pulled out by the roots.


 Especially the “Heavenly Calamity Talisman,” this Supreme Grade Talisman was sufficient to rapidly dispatch a Supercluster Early Stage Cultivator. This was also why when they found out Shi Qian had been captured, Su Xing went to save her. Wu Xinjie did not have a reason to oppose.


 But Wu Xinjie still underestimated Ancestor Baili’s strength. Ancestor Baili was battered and exhausted, his entire body’s flesh lacerated from the ordeal, bruised all over, relying on his own mastery over the Blooming Water Divine Thunder and a few magic weapons to protect himself, barely surviving from under the Heavenly Calamity Talisman.


 Wu Xinjie’s face this time genuinely turned white, not expecting him to not perish under the Heavenly Calamity.


 However, the Knowledge Star’s attack definitely was not ineffective. Although he had escaped a disaster, Ancestor Baili’s cultivation was violently subdued, his vitality greatly debilitated. No more did he have the extremely angry and imposing super strength from before. A pale and colorless face twisted with a look brimming with fury, after all, it was a Supreme Grade charm; not being scattered ashes and smoke was considered very lucky.


 Ancestor Baili roared, eighteen water-colored flying swords flew out of his mouth. The flying swords’ light was dim, his acute spirit greatly diminished, but it was still sharp. This happened to be the Blooming Water Sword Sect’s famous sword art ability.


 The eighteen Flying Swords twisted for the kill towards the Knowledge Star. Wu Xinjie swiftly retreated, a copper chain flying out, but it immediately was cut down by the flying sword. A cold light was directly launched, criss-crossing with the sword as it twisted towards the Knowledge Star’s neck. At the critical moment, Lin Yingmei dropped from the sky, waving her spear and blocking the flying sword.


 “Die!”


 Ancestor Baili was thoroughly mad, chaining together seals, piecing together his last magic energy as the eighteen Flying Swords violently attacked towards Lin Yingmei.


 At this moment, the two girls were somewhat too spent.


 Su Xing no longer hesitated. Stabilizing the boiling qi and blood in his body, he shouted, a rainbow shadow flying out of his Astral Bag. That rainbow shadow was the Magical Fire Cloud Fragrant Handkerchief, and it drastically grew by several zhang, suspended above Ancestor Baili’s head.


 Ancestor Baili was a veteran of a hundred battles, his reactions swift, knowing that the circumstances had a change. At once, he emitted a ball of protective green light, wrapping himself within. The green light was extremely thick, the entire body of the figure three zhang within could not be clearly seen. Three flowers the size of wicker baskets revolved over his head, a sweet scent dispersing forth. When Ancestor Baili controlled the flying sword, he could only use all his power to mobilize a protection magic from a sage art.


 At the moment Ancestor Baili activated the protection magic, the Magical Fire Cloud Handkerchief’s rotation sped up and formed into a scarlet red cloud. Together with the surrounding air, it all became a thick, blood red color. Flipping and rolling, waves of bloody strips, heaven and earth was enshrouded within that dazzling blood red. The red cloud surreptitiously rolled a bloody flame; that blood cloud and blood waves rapidly spun with an oppressive rumbling sound. A giant, dark red flame dropped towards Ancestor Baili.


 This fire rain’s range was enormous, enveloping the area of a hundred meters surrounding Ancestor Baili within it, making escape impossible.


 The fire cloud dropped with a rumble, and Ancestor Baili’s magic just happened to complete, the timing unexpectedly not lacking even by a hundredth. [1]


 “Such an insignificant artifact and you dare show it.” Ancestor Baili very fiercely bellowed.


 Although those three flowers the size of baskets revolved at a great speed, they swept away much of the blaze, but these flames dropped in succession, unstoppable. These dark red flames were like maggots attached to bones, crawling all over Ancestor Baili’s green barrier.


 “This is magical fire?” Ancestor Baili immediately discerned the difference of these flames.


 Originally, the green light was dazzling, and the flowers that had not been touched by a drop of impurity would flash a scorched color when dripped by the magical fire. Their revolution speed greatly slowed, and in a split second, dark red flames by the hundreds and thousands changed, transforming the flowers into black colored charcoal.


 Bang! The flowers ceased rotating, exploding open, mixing together with the flames. Without the resistance of the flowers, the magical cloud fire sea rushed into the thick green light simply as if it was a room with no one in it.


 Although the green light was thick like it had substance, actually Ancestor Baili had used a few magics from the Five Spirits Heavenly Book, urging the spirit qi of the world around him and combining it with his own Blooming Water Divine Thunder to form a protective screen. This was specifically for use to guard against flying swords and magic weapon attacks. He was not one of the three Ancestral Masters of the Blooming Water Sword Sect for nothing; even if he had received the Heavenly Calamity Talisman’s strike, his vitality greatly harmed, his remaining magic power was still formidable.


 This was the power of a Supercluster Cultivator, the gap between them was actually too great.


 However, this Grindstone Mountain was destined to become the place that Ancestor Baili buried his bones. The Magical Fire Cloud Fragrant Handkerchief was not a simple artifact, and she unceasingly sucked Su Xing’s Star Energy, acting as replenishment for the Magical Cloud Fire Sea. Using the words Gong Caiwei said before, the Magical Fire Cloud Fragrant Handkerchief was even more like a strange and unusual magic tool! Perhaps because it was this kind of rarely seen magic weapon that the Deviance Star the Red-Haired Devil would original sign a contract with Xun Huo.


 Because, to the Blaze Refining Saber, this magical fire really was a delicious treat.


 Su Xing swung both his hands, spitting up a mouthful of essence blood.


 That essence blood became a vortex in mid air that swirled and condensed. In a flash, it turned into a broadsword with nine interlocking red rings and the face of a demon from purgatory itself.


 This was the Blaze Refining Nine Hells Saber.


 Warmly nurtured inside Su Xing’s Star Crest for a long time, this was still the first time Su Xing had brought it out. That Blaze Refining Saber seemingly was a monster in high spirits, issuing a hoarse and crisp cry.


 Nine crimson lights struck upon the Magical Fire Cloud Fragrant Handkerchief.


 The dark red magical fire imposingly and violently swelled, turning into something akin a torrential downpour that reached the heavens. In a split second, the skies were murky over a dark earth.


 “Ah!” The thick green light obstructed this frightening sea of fire no more, and Ancestor Baili let out an angry howl. It seemed he had received a strike that was not light: “It’s the Nine Hells Magic Flame, [2] you mage…” And another miserable shriek. Ancestor Baili did not care one bit for his status as a sect’s great scholar as he loudly screamed.


 However, the “Nine Hells Magic Flame” that the Blaze Refining Saber and the Magical Fire Cloud Fragrant Handkerchief mutually created was truly terrifying, burning demons under heaven, a vital energy Dark Technique. [3] Ordinary magics were hard to contend against. If Su Xing did not originally unexpectedly rush forward and kill Xun Huo in one step, should he have waited until he used the Magical Fire Cloud Fragrant Handkerchief to form the Nine Hells Magic Flame, then he and Lin Yingmei would have perished without doubt.


 Ancestor Baili relied on the past two hundred years of simple and refined magic energy in addition to the Blooming Water Divine Thunder that had been refined more than ten times. It had some use in stopping magic type techniques, else he would have already become ashes.


 Su Xing looked at the Ancestor Baili below him wrapped up by magic flames, and his face was also pale. His seven apertures [4] all faintly flowed with traces of blood. As expected, a Supercluster Cultivator could not be covered. In addition to the Heavenly Calamity Talisman, the long and warmly nourished Nine Hells Magic Flame both were unable to kill him. These days, the people who could reach him were few.


 Su Xing raised high above his head the Blaze Refining Saber. Loudly roaring, he cut down towards the Ancestor Baili wrapped in the sea of flames.


 Hacking the demon saber down, the area then was already not the area it began as. Su Xing’s heart was like steel, with all of his killing intent, all of his essence, qi and spirit slashed down together with this blade. The nine rings on the blade let out a burning sound like drinking blood, and an area of a hundred li around Grindstone Mountain was enveloped with a blood red, a miserable evil wind, and loud, mournful cries.


 The two girls, Wu Xinjie and Lin Yingmei, retreated at once to Shi Qian’s front, the two’s Star Energy wildly shot out and formed a protective barrier.


 Su Xing cut forth with the sword, and Ancestor Baili’s eighteen Blooming Water Flying Swords promptly intertwined to block. In this sea of flame world, an entirely different light appeared. The originally snowy scene Lin Yingmei made was melted in the blink of an eye, and the Blaze Refining Saber launched a chain of nine darkly colored flames.


 The flames interlocked in a flash and melted the eighteen attacking flying swords. When the saber was swung down, the demon fire chain soared and attacked Ancestor Baili.


 This was that “Nine Consecutive Hellfire Demonic Slash!”


 Ancestor Baili’s full body robe unbearably broke open from head to toe, his body just like a sieve, filled with holes, bleeding without end. Another grievous appearance, and his arms had already exploded apart.


 “This ancestor and you all cannot exist together!”


 Ancestor Baili was truly too tenacious.


 The Heavenly Calamity Talisman, Blaze Refining Saber, Nine Hells Magic Flame, Nine Consecutive Hellfire Demonic Slash…Su Xing nearly exhausted all of his Star Energy, and Ancestor Baili was not yet ash. However, he seemed unable to endure any further.


 Ancestor Baili’s stance fled, wanting to escape. According to a Super Cluster Stage Cultivator’s fully employed escape technique, he probably could flee outside of a thousand li in the blink of an eye. If they let him escape, it inevitably would cause trouble of no end; only with great difficulty did they finally manage to put Ancestor Baili on his last legs, how could Su Xing let him have his wish. Loudly shouting, the Magic Sealing Sword was assigned its use.


 The sword transformed without a shadow, and Ancestor Baili’s escape technique had not yet executed when it was broken by ten thousand sword shadows.


 The ancestor was overwhelmed with shock, and he abandoned all hope.


 And in this split second of an obstruction, Lin Yingmei changed into a graceful whirlwind that shot forth.


 The Arctic Star Spear did not have any obstructions at all, running straight through Ancestor Baili.


 The speartip circulated a cold wind, smashing apart his internal organs.


 Ancestor Baili screamed, “Aaaahh,” seemingly not resigned to unexpectedly die at the hands of a puny Nebula Cultivator. Thereupon, the spear edge slashed apart the ancestor’s body, a shadow flying out of Ancestor Baili’s forehead. Shockingly, it was a Great Star Cultivator’s refined essence soul. [5] However, this kind of soul mostly became malicious spirits because of resentment. Su Xing definitely did not want a malicious ghost plaguing him, and pointing his hand, the already prepared Ghost Pearl flew out and sucked that spirit into itself. The pearl dimly flashed like colored glass, fully trembling a moment, seemingly endlessly satisfied by the replenishment of a Great Star Cultivator’s spirit.


 The pearl dimmed, seemingly even more black by a tad. Wu Xinjie already said before, until this Ghost Pearl became pitch-black like ink, then it unlocked its Ghost Path ability, which seemingly was not far away.


 Su Xing coldly smiled. All of a sudden, he felt as if all the air inside of his body was drawn out. The Magical Fire Cloud Fragrant Handkerchief had devoured all of his Star Energy and flew back into his Astral Bag. The Blaze Refining Saber also was seemingly covered in dust and bleakly turned into a ball of essence blood that scattered.


 Su Xing went limp and fell over.


 Lin Yingmei was just about to step forward to catch Su Xing, but at this moment, an even quicker figure swept past, embracing Su Xing upon her bosom.


 “Su Xing!!”


 She was the Thief Star Flea on a Drum Shi Yuan.


 This moment, Shi Yuan looked into Su Xing’s eyes very complicatedly. She tightly bit her lip.


 “I’ve never seen a Star Master with your kind of stupidity…” Shi Qian forcefully smiled.


 “Speaking of your savior like this, it’s not so good, is it? Shouldn’t soap operas have an emotional, hot kiss?” Su Xing grabbed Shi Qian’s shoulder, teasing her.


 What a soap opera was, Shi Qian did not now, but at this very moment, she indeed wanted to do as much.


 Thus, Shi Yuan, in front of Su Xing’s two women, disregarded everything and kissed him
𝓯𝙧𝙚𝒆𝙬𝙚𝒃𝙣𝙤𝒗𝓮𝓵.𝙘𝙤𝙢

 Glistening teardrops fell and withered in the wind.


 From this moment forward, she was this man’s Star General!
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 1. Of a second, most probably. ?


 2. 九獄魔焰 ?
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﻿Chapter 86: Three Beauties Serving One Master, The Alliance of Ten’s Chase To Kill

 The forehead of the Shi Yuan kissing Su Xing suddenly twinkled with a brown light. This light was just as if someone had used a knife to draw a portrait stroke by stroke, the strokes vivid and powerful. Entering his bones, at the same time, Su Xing felt his forehead burn with a fiery pain.


 The Su Xing who originally already had been exhausted of strength in a split second felt a fantastic power cram into his body.


 A Crimson Star glittered in the sky.


 The kiss finished, Shi Yuan’s big eyes opened slightly, covering her mouth as she looked at the Star Crest of Su Xing’s forehead. Inconceivably, she unexpectedly signed a contract?


 To the side, Wu Xinjie and Lin Yingmei were dumb as wooden chickens. [1]


 “Kiss Contract?!” The Knowledge Star said in a low voice, disbelieving. She had only heard of a Star Master’s Kiss Contract; she had never heard of a Star Maiden initiating the Star Cultivator’s Kiss Contract, and this time, it greatly toppled Wu Xinjie’s understanding towards contracts. [2]


 Lin Yingmei cast an indefinitely bewildered glance towards the Resourceful Star. Su Xing, who had signed on his third Star General, had surpassed all others before and since in Liangshan. Just what was going on.


 “Fortune and misfortune lead to each other, wipe your eyes and wait!” [3] Wu Xinjie lightly waved her feather fan, slightly smiling. “It seems our Master has revised the Maiden Mountain’s structure!”


 “Have you two signed a contract?”


 Su Xing touched his feverish forehead, perplexed. He naturally did not know how irregular of a matter it was for he to sign a third Star General. With regards to this guest in Liangshan, genuine shock was far from as grand and magnificent as three Star Maidens, and another expansion of his Star Energy made him but pleasantly surprised.


 “This Young Lady, the Thief Star Flea on a Drum Shi Qian, from this day forth, is Su Xing’s woman.” Shi Yuan said bashfully.


 Hearing this seemingly familiar declaration, Su Xing for a moment did not know what expression he should have had.


 “We had better leave quickly. This was has already attracted the attention of many people.” The Knowledge Star knew now was not the time to heave a sigh.


 Grindstone Mountain’s extraordinary image was continuous, spreading to a thousand li, and in addition to the fall of two Crimson Stars, perhaps now already attracted were great quantities of Star Cultivators, Star Masters, and schools all rushing towards this place. If they still did not leave, in case they were encircled, given the current state of everyone, everything pointed to disaster.


 Su Xing nodded and arranged his things. There was no time to lose.


 The three Star Maidens glanced at one another, flashing into the Star Nest with good coordination. His ocean of consciousness swelled, and Su Xing felt his Divine Intent once again expand several sizes. Then, he hastily rushed towards the bottom of the mountain.


 If the Knowledge Star’s expectations were true.
𝓯𝓻𝓮𝙚𝙬𝓮𝙗𝒏𝙤𝒗𝙚𝙡.𝒄𝒐𝓶

 Ten minutes later, [4] dozens of escape lights arrived at Grindstone Mountain in succession. They wore blue robes, their feet planted on Blue Water Flying Swords; [5] it was the Blooming Water Sword Sect’s Headmaster as well as four protectors and twelve hall masters.


 When they saw the Falling Star from the main hall, the Daoist Luo River had even believed the Ancestral Master already achieved the objective, and thus was secretly delighted. Originally, when he found out that Ancestor Baili personally appeared, he thought that victory was already at hand. A Supercluster Stage Cultivator was top quality in the Azure Dragon Territory, broadly speaking. Even if Lin Chong’s Star Master was only Nebula Stage, how could he possibly be an opponent.


 But soon after the Purple Thunder Heavenly Calamity, the Magic Fireworks Sea immediately made this Blooming Water Sword Sect Headmaster’s complexion change greatly. That entirely was not a Blooming Water Sword Sect power, and in his impressions, the Ancestral Master also did not have this kind of magic. Thus, he awakened the twelve hall masters and the four protectors to rush over on their flying swords.


 However, they were a step too late.


 Reflected in their eyes was something like an asura, and the wretched sight of the desolation of trauma filled their eyes. Half of the place was cold and icy to the bone like the extreme north. Half was burnt by flame and choking as if they had reached the underworld of purgatory. As far as the eye could see, there were the bodies of both schools’ hundred disciples.


 “Ahhhh…” The protectors and hall masters grieved, crying out loud and heartbroken, the sound shaking a hundred li. [6]


 “How could this be…” Ling Xian said, trembling.


 It was still the Daoist Luo River that was the most calm. He shouted: “Quickly go look for the Ancestor!”


 A moment after.


 A hall master discovered Chen Zhonglin’s corpse in addition to Ancestor Baili’s remaining adornments. One act of a liver and guts cut to pieces [7] fact was placed before them. Immediately, several cultivators nearly fainted.


 “Impossible, how could the Ancestral Master…” Ling Xian was dumbfounded. This result was something they did not anticipate in any event. The ambush by a hundred disciples guided by the grand Azure Dragon Territory’s front ranking cultivator was unexpectedly completely extinguished. Who would believe this if they spoke of it.


 “For the sake of the Ancestral Master’s revenge!!”


 “We must slaughter Lin Chong!!”


 Every cultivator was extremely furious. This was the heaviest price the Blooming Water Sword Sect had paid since its founding. Everyone currently wished for the aftermath of their killing to quickly arrive.


 “Headmaster!!”


 The Daoist Luo River’s face was enveloped with cold frost, “For today’s disgrace, this sect and Lin Chong’s Star Master cannot coexist together. Ling Xian and the other hall masters, hear my orders.”


 “Subordinates present!” The cultivators were solemn.


 “Immediately send out the ‘Alliance of Ten Kill Warrant.’ [8] Have the Alliance of Ten smother Lin Chong,” The Daoist Luo River’s voice was frigid. The Alliance of Ten Kill Warrant was the Azure Dragon Territory’s Ten Great Schools. Once it was issued, it signified that the other nine Great Sects necessarily had to kindly provide their assistance.


 However, with this much on one hand, everything that occurred on Grindstone Mountain inevitably would be known by the other sects.


 Although this matter would become a disgrace upon the Blooming Water Sword Sect, at this very moment, it was already not the time for face. Even the Ancestral Master was dead, so it was obvious how frightening Lin Chong was. The Daoist Luo River would not brave this danger.


 “Shall we inquire with the Ancestral Master?” Ling Xian asked.


 The Daoist Luo River muttered to himself, “I shall personally report to the Ancestral Master.”


 Gazing towards that Grindstone Mountain, the Daoist Luo River looked fierce.


 “This Daoist will make Lin Chong in the Azure Dragon Territory have no place to stand, unable to move a single step!”


 Everyone of the Blooming Water Sword Sect at Grindstone Mountain searched the surrounding hundred li for ages, and only after they buried the disciples’ bodies did they unwillingly leave. They had not left for long, when the group including the Daoist Luo River did not discover a white cloud in the hundred li above Grindstone Mountain slowly separate. An exceedingly refined girl sat upon this mist, carrying a trace of a profoundly mysterious smile as she leisurely departed. [9]


 Just at the time of the Blooming Water Sword Sect shook, everywhere in the Azure Dragon Territory and the Vermilion Bird Territory simultaneously shook because of the crimson fall of two stars and the rising of another Crimson Star. Only three years had passed since the start of the Star Duels, and according to what was recorded in the past, the very first four or five years was the time Star Generals hid their strengths and bided their time. The majority of Star Masters were unlikely to truly be irreconcilable adversaries, even if they met. Nowadays, this split second fall of two Stars was considered rarely seen, especially with the raising of another. As long as a person had even a bit of brain, they would also feel this was a dangerous sign.


 The Alliance of Ten Chase to Kill Warrant was transmitted down immediately. The Lin Chong that signed a contract alarmed the entire Azure Dragon Territory, and Lin Chong’s Master was one who made his name in war. The Ten Great Allied Schools and the Hundred Great Schools all without exception established an oath to smother the Majestic Star. In a while, “Grindstone Mountain’s Paired Star Fall” had been fervently blown up into many problems and troubles, becoming the topic every cultivator leisurely chatted about.


 To increasingly distort the truth, Grindstone Mountain’s Paired Star Fall [10] was more and more exaggerated. Su Xing was portrayed as a being with formidable powers, an ugly monster that used some shameful method to dominate Lin Chong. His cultivation was extremely strange, opening some kind of mysterious halo. When he killed the Blooming Water Sword Sect’s Ancestor, one “Summon Purple Thunder Heavenly Calamity, Spur On Nine Underworld Magic Flame” [11] later and the Supercluster Cultivator was tyrannically and simply killed. This method and power could be rated as very frightening, just like its terrible name could be compared with the Demonic Head of those days. Due to not knowing the name of Lin Chong’s Master, everyone dubbed him this nickname for him – Purple Thunder Monster. [12]


 However, how could Su Xing know at this time of these gossipy scandals. Traversing over land and sea, recuperating for many days, did he finally return to Heavenly Water City.


 1. 呆若木雞, dumbfounded. ?


 2. But you initiated, didn’t you? ?


 3. 拭目以待, wait and see ?


 4. 一盞茶的功夫 ?


 5. 碧水飛劍 ?


 6. This seems to be a pun since Ancestor Baili’s name uses the same characters. ?


 7. 肝腸寸斷, all cut up ?


 8. 十盟殺令 ?


 9. IDK who this is, but it probably is not Gong Caiwei since she wears a face veil, which probably would have been mentioned. It could be L’il Er or that woman he rescued from the Flower Dragon Cave, but I have no idea who this is. ?


 10. 石磨山雙星墜 ?


 11. 召喚紫雷天劫，驅使九幽魔焰 ?


 12. 紫雷魔頭 ?
﻿Chapter 87: Gains

 Entering inside the city, Su Xing discovered people everywhere were discussing the “Purple Thunder Monster” incident. Inquisitively listening briefly about this matter, he found this Monster was truly ferocious. It extinguished a hundred Galaxy Cultivators at once in a single move, and he also heard it could get rid of several Star Generals in a flash. Seeing those people turn pale at the mention of a tiger, yet having a longing and admiring expression, Su Xing said to himself, Strange, just what day was this that would turn out a frightening monster as this.


 “Xinjie, have you heard of what the cause was behind this Purple Thunder Monster?” Su Xing asked. Hearing from these people’s words, this monster made the Azure Dragon Territory’s Ten Great Sects issue a Kill Warrant, truly something extraordinary.


 The Knowledge Star thought for a long time and still could not figure anything out, “I have heard of the Heavenly Yin Monster, [1] however this is really strange. Listening to their description, it is somewhat familiar.” Wu Xinjie gloomily could not think up of anything.


 “Could it be those different tribes of Devil Schools the Vermilion Bird Territory or the Black Turtle Territory are again preparing to assault the Azure Dragon Territory?” Shi Yuan eagerly suggested, her excited voice seemed to have been anticipating this for a long time.


 “Impossible!”


 “In short, just be careful.” Su Xing wrinkled his brow, looking all around. His alert manner made the girls puzzled. “Su Xing, what’s going on?” Shi Yuan asked. Even if she had signed a contract, she still liked to directly call out Su Xing’s name. However, these two words “Su Xing” were very sweet, making Wu Xinjie quite jealous.


 “I feel that after we entered the city, lots of people are paying attention to me?” After Shi Yuan became his Star General, Su Xing’s current Divine Sight was considerably keen. Even though he had not practiced any sort of martial art pertaining to the exercise of Divine Sight, his pure Divine Intent as before was in the same realm, lofty and outstanding. The ill gazes of several visitors were somewhat sharp. Su Xing already painstakingly used a qi hiding art when he entered the city, but he did not expect he would still be locked on to.


 Might as well mention: Every Star General possessed her own unique abilities. After Star Masters signed a contract, they would share in the Star General’s Star Energy and a few of her abilities. The Thief Star Shi Yuan’s ability was “Hide Qi,” and even if Su Xing did not use the Oneness of Heaven and Man, the Hide Qi’s capabilities were also very good.


 “Be careful, the Blooming Water Sword Sect definitely will go mad. If they issued an Alliance of Ten Kill Warrant, then that will not be easy to manage.” Wu Xinjie suddenly recalled something, saying so seriously.


 “Alliance of Ten Kill Warrant?” Su Xing was just not that interested when he heard this name.


 “En.”


 Su Xing carefully hid towards the Efficacious Star’s residence. On the road, Wu Xinjie briefly introduced the usage of this Alliance of Ten Kill Warrant. The so-called Alliance of Ten naturally was the ten schools of one clear, two halls, three palaces, and four sword sections. Previously the Devil Cult tribes spied on Azure Dragon Territory’s resources and several times launched Star Cultivator Wars. The Azure Dragon Territory once was in a crisis for a time, and the current “Heavenly Spirit Holy Master” [2] established this “Alliance of Ten.” By means of these ten great sects as heads, more than a hundred schools were administered, forming an integral whole joined in opposition against the invading tribes.


 Ordinarily, if this Alliance of Ten Kill Warrant was transmitted down, the other allies necessarily had to fulfill their obligation to chase to kill.


 “It can’t be? Chase to kill?” Shi Yuan was speechless.


 “Although the Ten Great Sects harbor ulterior motives nowadays, if they really issue an Alliance of Ten Kill Warrant, that will be more troublesome.” Wu Xinjie muttered to herself. Even if the other factions disregarded it, they would at least inform the Blooming Water Sword Sect as a special favor.


 “It’s a bit thorny.” Su Xing did not hope to get rid of a hundred disciples from the Four Great Sword Sects. A meticulously nurtured Star Master and a Supercluster Ancestral Master was unlike anything that had happened before.


 A Supercluster Cultivator’s death definitely would make the Blooming Water Sword Sect violently change. Even if it really issued one, it was an unworthy accident.


 Thinking to here, Su Xing added even more caution and speed to his pace.


 When he reached the residence, he entered from the back.


 The one who opened the door was An Suwen. Seeing Su Xing, her eyes right away brimmed with tears, and she restrained her excitement. “Big Brother, quickly come in.”


 Locking the door, An Suwen led Su Xing to a private room.


 “Is Little Sister Shi Yuan alright?” An Suwen was nervous and restless. She both did not want to see something happen to Su Xing and did not want something to have happened to Shi Yuan, but seeing Su Xing return alone, the Efficacious Star Divine Physician had an ominous premonition.


 “Thanks, sister, for your concern. I am exceedingly fine.”


 Several lights flashed forth, and three maidens appeared in succession at Su Xing’s side.


 “Ah,” An Suwen covered her mouth, amazed as she pointed at the Thief Star that fantastically emerged from the Star Nest.


 The Thief Star hugged Su Xing’s arm, intimately saying: “Suwen, introducing this servant’s Master to make your acquaintance…”


 “Big Brother Su Xing, you contracted Shi Yuan?” An Suwen very quickly regained her calm. Wu Xinjie secretly admired how quickly she could calm down. If it was someone else who was aware that Su Xing contracted three Star Maidens, perhaps there would be a moment of first-rate blankness.


 Su Xing nodded.


 “Congratulations, Big Brother Su Xing. Congratulations, Little Sister Shi Yuan.” An Suwen smiled, her eyes slightly holding a trace of envy. “Big Brother definitely is very tired. Suwen shall go help Big Brother. Elder Sister and Little Sister, please bring a few pills over.”


 “I’ve really troubled you some.” Su Xing was sorry. Grindstone Mountain’s battle made the three wasted and exhausted; recuperating for several days, they still had not recovered. Currently, thinking of that Supercluster Cultivator brought bits of lingering fear. If it was not for relying on the Knowledge Star’s Heavenly Calamity Talisman, that truly was difficult to say.


 Shi Yuan deeply was aware that Su Xing went to save her facing an unbelievable risk. In her heart, she was filled with sweet happiness and was moved. Her gaze towards Su Xing was indeed full of tender feelings, but it was difficult for her to express that.


 Lin Yingmei very helplessly sighed towards these two sisters.


 Master’s virgin body seemed to be anything but reassured.


 “Right, quickly look at what harvest we had.” Shi Yuan excitedly rubbed her fists and wiped her palms. As an accomplished robber, she treated the spoils of war with quite the expectations at any moment.


 Su Xing threw out several Astral Bags.


 Battling at Grindstone Mountain, Su Xing lost the Pure Gold Shield, the Heaven Concealing Parasol, more than fifty Thunder Fire Bullets, and the Star Energy of the Blaze Refining Saber that had been warmly nurtured for a long time was completely exhausted. [3] Of course, these were tolerable. The most regretful perhaps was the Knowledge Star Wu Yong’s life-saving talisman – Heavenly Calamity Talisman. This Supreme Grade Talisman’s value naturally did not need more mentioning; just the power to rapidly dispatch a Galaxy Cultivator was enough to intimidate Liangshan Continent.


 What a pity the sole copy would be used up just like that.


 Wu Xinjie actually was not that distressed. Compared to Su Xing’s safety, never mind that it was the Heavenly Calamity Talisman, even if it was the Heaven Concealing Star Feather Fan that was tossed, it was only but so.


 Compared to their losses, laying out the gains this time would make anyone stupefied.


 The pile of things from the several Astral Bags included knives, forks, [4] swords and halberds, jade, stones and pearls, letters and books, long banners and prayer flags, as well as a large amount of rare and colorful talismans, mechanisms and materials.


 More than a dozen black bronze flasks of all sizes faintly emitted a medical fragrance.


 Further, there was a top quality crystal carved and chiseled to completion. A large bottle more than one che high, sealing charms added to its top, was filled on the inside with a few fantastic spirits, illuminating the inside of the bottle like fireflies.


 “It’s a Soul Sealing Bottle!” [5] Shi Yuan’s eyes lit up.


 The Soul Sealing Bottle, the special bottle that the Divine Machine Clan used when it manufactured Mechanical Beasts, and it could urge spirits to be enclosed within the bottle. Shi Yuan manufactured mechanisms, and she happened to wonder about what to do with those spirits. Now, this Soul Sealing Bottle was truly a great help.


 Worthy of being called the Thousand Machine Gang’s Star Master, it seemed the sect cultivated Gong Xu without sparing anything. Other than this, Shi Yuan also found a “Soul Wug.” [6] Putting all the souls into the wug could make these souls mutually devour one another to advance them to a higher rank soul. The Divine Machine Clan in those years exploited Soul Wugs to manufacture powerful energy sources for Commander Mechanical Beasts. [7] Otherwise, how could legend say a tenth rank Commander Soul Wug [8] could be found by the Divine Machine Clan. However, this Soul Wug seemed to be somewhat coarse. It was a Basic Grade Magic Tool, in the end manufacturing Fourth Grade souls.


 With the material to manufacture, the souls and such naturally could not do without exercising the Divine Intent Great Technique of controlling Mechanical Beasts. Powerful Divine Intent happened to be the Divine Machine Clan’s greatest characteristic. Relying on these powerful Divine Intents could they order about countless inconceivable and magical mechanisms and large objects. The “Spread Intent Divine Art” [9] Gong Xu brought also was considered not bad.


 Besides Gong Xu’s, Chen Zhonglin’s items were also not few. The Blooming Water Sword Sect had even more fame than the Thousand Machine Gang, rich and overbearing. Inside his Astral Bag, they found twenty liang of Relic Blade Sand. It seems it was Ancestor Baili that specially procured this for Chen Zhonglin’s Star General to refine. It was just that the second refinement that needed forty liang did not refine in time, and that shortage of twenty liang was currently inside Su Xing’s pocket.


 “Water Turned to Sword Art,” [10] “Blooming Water Divine Thunder True Technique Chant” [11] and such, as well as the artifacts actually were far more impressive than Gong Xu’s. Just a Galaxy Artifact Blood Ran Pot was enough to make up for Su Xing’s artifact losses.


 Finally, everyone’s line of sight all went towards Ancestor Baili’s things. A Supercluster Cultivator evidently made them even more inquisitive, and how could the things carried on the body of the nearly peak cultivator in the Azure Dragon Territory be inferior. Just the assorted sizes of black bronze vials of medicines was more than a dozen bottles. Forty-five Blooming Water Cultivating Origin Pills was sufficient to let Su Xing’s Blooming Water Divine Thunder to progress like it was flying.


 Inside the Heavenly Calamity Talisman, Ancestor Baili wasted away nearly all of his artifacts and magic weapons to resist the Heavenly Calamity. Only a Nine Dragons Ice Seal Painting and a Galaxy Supreme Grade Artifact Water Parting Dragon Binding Net were left. Other than this, Ancestor Baili had hoarded some of many rarely seen materials.


 Two Dark Red Six Petal Little Grass,[1 暗紅色六瓣小草] its leaves had a dark colored heart symbol linking its six leaves into a single whole, mutually shining, faintly emitting a sort of fantastic reaction. A stalk of verdant and succulent bamboo sparkled like jade, with pure and magnificent light. Its interior was like jadeite, dark green colored glass, and the bamboo emitted a clear and charming air, seeping into the soul. Smelling this was incomparably soothing, more profound than a panacea.


 “Do you recognize this?” Su Xing asked.


 The three girls all shook their heads. They were not adept at crystal and stone materials.


 “Wait for Little Sis Suwen to come and then ask her. She’s the Divine Physician, and will be the most expert towards this.” Wu Xinjie said.


 “It really serves them right.” Shi Yuan hummed.


 “The future will still be more worrisome. The Blooming Water Sword Sect will not be prepared to let this go.” Wu Xinjie said. Stealing the Blooming Water Divine Thunder True Technique was considered unwise, and originally losing it was but so. She had never thought it would draw the Blooming Water Sword Sect’s counterattack, only naturally because of a Five Spirits Law Heavenly Book. The Knowledge Star was not at all regretful, and even if she was given a second opportunity to choose, the outcome would still be this way.


 “Eh? This jade strip??” Lin Yingmei suddenly let out a bewildered voice. Upon her emotionless face, she revealed a rare trace of astonishment.


 “What’s the matter? Is something inside.”


 Su Xing asked, smiling.


 Lin Yingmei lifted her head and looked at her Master. This was the first time she had a kind of startled expression of being shocked.


 “Master, you take a look!”


 She threw the jade strip over. The Majestic Star pursed her lips, somewhat carrying a trace of pity.


 “This cultivator perhaps died but will not close his eyes…” [12]
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 1. 天陰魔頭 ?


 2. 天清聖主 ?


 3. It seems to be a running gag for Su Xing to break valuable stuff. First his jet, then a couple of good artifacts, and now even more artifacts. ?


 4. Not the dinner utensil, but a polearm ?


 5. 封魄瓶 ?
𝒇𝓻𝓮𝓮𝙬𝙚𝒃𝒏𝓸𝙫𝒆𝙡.𝓬𝓸𝒎

 6. 魄蠱 ?


 7. 驅使機關獸 ?


 8. 十階驅使靈魄 ?


 9. 衍念神訣 ?


 10. 化水劍訣 ?


 11. 癸水神雷真法口訣 ?


 12. 死不瞑目, having lingering grievances after death. ?
﻿Chapter 88: Heavenly Spirit Earthly Fiend Purple Star Five Elements Sword

 Su Xing was indeed inquisitive about the contents inside that jade strip that could make the cool Lin Yingmei slightly regretful. Taking the jade strip and examining it, reflected into his mind were nine flamboyant ancient characters.


 Heavenly Spirit Earthly Fiend Purple Star Five Elements Sword!! [1]


 Hearing this rather extraordinary name, it must be known that Heavenly Spirit, Earthly Fiend, Purple Star were the levels of grades for Astral Treasures. To dub these all at once onto the sword, clearly this was very interesting. Su Xing proceeded to explore it, and his expression changed. The exaggeration of the interior of the jade strip far exceeded his expectations.


 The jade strip recorded a short, immemorial sword chart, and this sword chart was very interesting. The first half was not sword arts or powers but rather an excessively lengthy segment introducing material pertaining to training the sword. Recorded inside was every sort of as yet unheard of forging materials. Altogether it was split into nine chapters of Solar, Lunar, Astral, Draconic, Metallic, Wooden, Aquatic, Flame and Earthen. [2] For example, the Metallic chapter’s sword forging materials: the Ninth Rank Heaven Tearing Gold Dragon’s [3] golden dragon scales as a sword bone and Transforming Dragon saliva as a supplementary material. Secondly, there were also other materials. In brief, the Metallic chapter’s sword forging simply was a super magic weapon.


 After Wu Xinjie and Shi Yuan finished reading, they were also stupefied.


 “Heavenly Spirit Earthly Fiend Purple Star Five Elements Sword, unexpectedly, it’s an immemorial sword art. That old Daoist actually could get this sort of thing.” Wu Xinjie clicked her tongue.


 “This is an immemorial sword art?” Su Xing asked, surprised. Each of the sword forging materials of the nine chapters were unique, any one of them enough to shock Liangshan Continent. In addition, this manner of sword unexpectedly was not a standalone, rather it was a sword art linked together, actually making Su Xing not dare to believe.


 Wu Xinjie nodded.


 The Heavenly Spirit Earthly Fiend Purple Star Five Elements Sword in Liangshan Continent was one of the well-known Supreme Grade Immemorial Sword Arts. The sword altogether was divided into the nine varieties of molds, Solar, Lunar, Astral, Draconic, Metallic, Wooden, Aquatic, Flame and Earthen. Each type had a most outstanding Supreme Grade forging material, and every type altogether had twelve handles. With nine types, it just happened to be a hundred and eight swords; legends said the cultivator that could refine a Heavenly Spirit Earthly Fiend Purple Star Five Elements Sword could turn the Five Elements upside-down, reverse Heaven and Earth, and rampage through Liangshan.


 Su Xing did not doubt this point. On the basis of every sword’s material brought out alone, it could raise frightening skies and stormy seas.


 “Turn the Five Elements upside-down?” Shi Yuan was moved.


 Every person in Liangshan Continent possessed a unique Five Elements constitution. The Five Elements supported or suppressed one another, often with a result that caught people off guard. What arbitrarily turning the Five Elements upside-down signified went without saying.


 “Such a great influence.” Su Xing was in awe and slightly sympathetic to Ancestor Baili.


 The Heavenly Spirit Earthly Fiend Purple Star Five Elements Sword was very famous in Liangshan. Things pertaining to it circulated widely, however, because the requirements to forge this Divine Weapon were too harsh, every kind of sword material all were extremely unique, rarely seen, and even somewhat never-before-seen; whether it be one or ten, only by creating the hundred and eight could the power of the Heavenly Spirit Earthly Fiend Purple Star Five Elements Sword be realized, and that was enough to make cultivators hope and timidly step forward.


 This kind of immemorial remnant sword art in the Azure Dragon Territory was even more like an exceedingly distant legend.


 Ancestor Baili was a Supercluster Cultivator. As a top-ranking cultivator in the Azure Dragon Territory as well as a large sect’s ancestral master, having this type of Immemorial Sword Art’s secret recipe was not strange.


 “Has no one ever forged it?” Su Xing felt this was pitiful.


 “Su Xing, it will do for you to forge it. Heh, heh, you have we three sisters, which Liangshan has never had.” The Thief Star Shi Yuan giggled. The harder something was, the more she wanted to challenge it.


 Seeing the materials listed, Su Xing currently did not have any strength to make a vain attempt, however, Shi Yuan had a phrase that resonated deeply with Su Xing. As far as Su Xing was concerned, challenging the limits was actually nothing out of the ordinary for him.


 Not long after, An Suwen entered the room bringing a few self-made pills, also conveniently sparing no effort in fully using the Spiritual Aura Distribution to replenish everyone’s vitality.


 Su Xing then asked her about a few of Ancestor Baili’s materials.


 As expected, An Suwen was worthy of being called the Efficacious Star the Divine Physician. Panaceas and grasses of all kinds, not unaware of any, seeing that red petal, An Suwen went blank.


 “Lifebound Heart Flower!” [4]


 The Lifebound Heart Flower was a Strange Flower used to forge magic weapons and artifacts. Every petal reacted to one another, and pouring it into a sword art or into a sword array could make the power of the magic energy exhibit the greatest levels. Moreover, pouring into the Lifebound Heart Flower, even if other people obtained it, it was difficult to erase the original owner’s Divine Intent. This kind of Strange Flower, according to the market value in gold, one stalk was worth a minimum of ten thousand pieces of platinum. In gold, that was a hundred million liang, at the very least.


 That jadeite bamboo was even more serious. An Suwen nearly shouted when she saw it.


 “Thousand Year Suppressing Evil Gem Bamboo!” [5]


 Suppressing Evil Gem Bamboo was a wood category of Supreme Grade Spirit Item, and this item had a deity effect. The magic weapons forged from this could exorcise and suppress demons. The pure spiritual energy contained in the Thousand Year Suppressing Evil Gem Bamboo could steadily nourish cultivators and expand their magic energy. This kind of thing basically was invaluable, and there was hearsay the “Heavenly Gem Valley” [6] merely kept a little.


 “This Old Daoist unexpectedly collected such a rarely seen thing.” Shi Yuan was speechless.


 “Could it be he was gathering the Heavenly Spirit Earthly Fiend Purple Star Five Elements Sword’s materials?” Wu Xinjie was amazed.


 “Heavenly Spirit Earthly Fiend Purple Star Five Elements Sword?”


 An Suwen went blank.


 Su Xing promptly opened the Heavenly Spirit Earthly Fiend Purple Star Five Elements Sword’s Wooden Chapter. Taking a look, he drew in a breath of cold air.


 For the Heavenly Spirit Earthly Fiend Purple Star Five Elements Sword to forge a Wood Element Sword, the main ingredients happened to require a stick of Suppressing Evil Gem Bamboo, a Lifebound Heart Flower and some Putuo Black Bamboo Sand. [7] Su Xing opened those flasks, and he really found a purple and green bottle. Inside was precisely the Putuo Black Bamboo Sand.


 “Then, isn’t that saying Master currently can forge a Wood Element Magic Sword?” Lin Yingmei unexpectedly said.


 “I’m afraid not.” Su Xing shook his head, a little regretful.


 Although the materials to forge a Wooden Sword were complete, the jade strip had the seals and the procedures for the magic circle and such to forge it, what Su Xing understood about weapon refinement was merely limited to a few of Wu Tie’s experiences and notes. Classified as that sort of grade of beginner who just got his foot in the door, to forge this kind of Divine Weapon, how could Su Xing have any background.


 It could be seen from Ancestor Baili retaining these materials and not refining that he could not be careless about this matter.


 “What a pity, what a pity.” Shi Yuan really felt this was too pitiful.


 “If we let the Gold Coin Spotted Leopard Tang Long [8] forge it, then it isn’t impossible.” Wu Xinjie muttered, asking: “Do you know where Tang Long is?”


 The Gold Coin Spotted Leopard Tang Long was an expert in forging and weapon refinement in the 108 Star Generals. Using her abilities, forging this was not any sort of problem.


 An Suwen and Shi Qian shook their heads.


 The Gold Coin Spotted Leopard Tang Long’s Star was the Solitary Star, and her natural disposition was very reclusive, practically wishing to never encounter any Star Generals. In the past Star Duels, the Solitary Star Tang Long often was in the final few stages. Only when her identity was revealed would she be found by other Star Masters. Speaking from a certain kind of respect, her presence concealment was even more powerful than Shi Qian’s.


 Since this approach would not work, the sole method was only to do it themselves. Having ample food and clothing, giving this to other people, no one could be relieved. As it happened, Su Xing also wanted to experience refining bullets.


 “Shopkeeper Su, something’s happened.”


 This moment, the nervous yell of a waiter suddenly came through.


 An Suwen walked out, and in less than ten minutes, she returned. The Divine Physician’s face carried a trace of a grave expression. “Big Brother Su Xing, all of you Sisters, let us quickly depart.”


 “What’s happened?”


 Everyone was stunned.


 An Suwen bitterly smiled: “Suwen was careless. Someone has discovered the relationship between the cottage and Big Brother Su Xing and informed the Blooming Water Sword Sect. Right now, there is currently a great quantity of cultivators here to arrest Big Brother.”


 1. 天罡地煞紫微五行劍 ?


 2. 日月星辰金木水火土 ?


 3. 九階的撕天金蛟 ?


 4. 本命心花 ?


 5. 千年鎮邪瑯竹 ?


 6. 天瑯谷 ?


 7. 普陀紫竹砂 ?


 8. 金錢豹子湯隆 ?
﻿Chapter 89: The Shooting Star Whip and the Small Transfer Magic Circle

 “Little Sister will go look again. Also, Big Brother, take my sisters and be careful.” An Suwen called, then turned around and walked out the door.


 Su Xing somewhat worried for her.


 Wu Xinjie smiled and said: “Young Master, you’d best relax. Little Sister Suwen he enjoyed fame for healing the sick and dying in Heavenly Water City. Down to the last layman and up to the Rippling Wave Kingdom’s royal family, everyone without exception reveres her. Many Star Cultivators also frequently purchase some pills at the Health Cottage.”


 Shi Yuan nodded in approval, “This Young Lady also only became acquainted with her after pass through Heavenly Water City and hearing Suwen’s fame.”


 Although this much was said, Su Xing felt just letting a Star Maiden without an inch of steel [1] confront a hundred Star Cultivators was still a bit not too wise, “Yingmei, you go watch over her. Be careful.”


 Lin Yingmei nodded and left.


 Wu Xinjie watched Lin Yingmei leave, looked around, then lightly pranced towards Su Xing: “Young Master, just now, Xinjie recalled there is another item that needs to be handed over to Young Master.”


 “En? What thing?”


 Wu Xinjie’s face wore a giddy red, and she suddenly undressed. [2]


 The Shi Yuan to the side who was in the middle of comprehending the Mo Attack Mechanism Records saw Wu Xinjie bare her breasts, [3] opening her eyes wide.


 “It’s come to this time, so don’t make trouble.” Su Xing’s voice was somewhat stern.


 Wu Xinjie gave a wry smile, making a coquettish glance: “Young Master, what are you thinking about? Xinjie is just returning the Golden Thread Fish Scale Armor to Young Master.” Her clothing softly fell, revealing a finely threaded, fish scaled golden soft armor.


 “I’ll leave this for you since you have use for it anyways.” Su Xing touched his nose.


 “Xinjie holding on to this is also a waste.” Wu Xinjie walked close to Su Xing and straddled his thigh. That winding and winding virgin fragrance indeed managed to stir up feelings, “Should something befall Young Master, what should we sisters do.”


 The Knowledge Star glanced at the Shi Yuan sitting before the table, the latter already dumbfounded.


 “Young Master, could you help Xinjie undress?” [4] Wu Xinjie said in a low and charming voice, both hands wrapped around Su Xing’s shoulders.


 Su Xing inwardly said, What an alluring woman. Grabbing the Golden Thread Fish Scale Armor’s hem, he pulled it upwards. Wu Xinjie lifted her arms, sticking out her chest. The embroidery had a lotus’ light blue, and her undergarments were then raised into the clouds. That towering plumpness seemed to want to break out of her clothes.


 Wu Xinjie was just about to stick on her red lips when, at this time, a low cry came from outside the door.


 “Big Brother!” An Suwen’s face was red, and she turned her head away.


 “Wu Xinjie!” Lin Yingmei truly was furious to death. Could it be this Knowledge Star did not know the price of losing her virginity?! [5]


 “Xinjie only is returning the Golden Thread Fish Scale Armor to Young Master.” Wu Xinjie pecked him, then left Su Xing’s thigh, picking up her clothes to cover her sexy upper body.


 Shi Yuan covered her feverish nose, “Wu Xinjie, you really are too bold.”


 Wu Xinjie looked at her out of the corner of her eye, “Elder Sister doing so very much indeed has a purpose.”


 “How is it outside?” Su Xing changed the topic.


 “Master, many of the Blooming Water Sword Sect’s people that have great cultivations are almost here. The Blooming Water Sword Sect really did issue the Alliance of Ten Kill Warrant.” Lin Yingmei’s tone was ice-cold.


 “We had better leave first. This place is the Blooming Water Sword Sect’s domain.” Wu Xinjie tidied her hair, muttering: “The Alliance of Ten Kill Warrant seems dreadful, but the other nine schools would not necessarily stick themselves out for the Blooming Water Sword Sect. It’s just that the other schools’ Star Masters are somewhat troublesome.” The Majestic Star who signed a contract definitely would shake the entire Azure Dragon Territory, and it was hard to say if these Star Masters had a killing mindset.


 “There is a Small Transfer Magic Circle [6] in the middle of the house. Big Brother can follow Suwen.” An Suwen promptly said.


 “Sister Suwen, you surprisingly prepared the Small Transfer Magic Circle?” Shi Yuan asked, astonished.


 “An Suwen also guards against the unexpected.” Wu Xinjie thought this was a matter of course. Because of An Suwen’s calm and attention, there absolutely was no possibility she did not keep a way out.


 From outside the room suddenly came a booming noise. Several powerful pressures enveloped the residence. Through the window, in the air were several brilliant lights.


 “Majestic Star!! Quickly roll yourself outside and accept death!!”


 A chilly woman’s voice shouted.


 “There is no time to lose, we had better leave quickly!” Wu Xinjie and Shi Yuan indicated. The two people knew that at this time, they could not be a burden on Su Xing, and they immediately hid into the Star Nest as Lin Yingmei took the Arctic Star Serpent Spear in her hand.


 “Your servant shall shield Master!”


 The Majestic Star was about to rush out, but she was grabbed by Su Xing.


 “Master?”


 “Don’t be impulsive!” Su Xing shook his head. Judging by the imposing air from outside the door, there were at least ten Galaxy Stage Cultivators and even more Star Cultivators were approaching here as an unending flow to provide assistance. These Star Cultivators came prepared, so how could dealing with them be this simple.


 “The Small Transfer Array is in a storeroom not far away. We just need to get there.” An Suwen said in a low voice.


 “I’ve implicated Little Sister.” Su Xing felt guilty.


 An Suwen shook her head.


 Several dozen sword lights filled the sky and shot downwards. Those already unable to hold back had used the ability of their sword arts, and they heard the woman who spoke initially shout in astonishment: “Headmaster, that Divine Physician is still inside.”


 “Hmph, harboring a hoodlum, death cannot wipe out the crimes.” The Daoist Luo River coldly smiled.


 The house loudly collapsed, and the hundred sword lights were blocked by Lin Yingmei’s Arctic Star Serpent Spear.


 “Arctic Star Serpent Spear?!”


 “It really is the Majestic Star!”


 The several dozen Star Cultivators in the sky were stunned.


 “Do not be afraid. Lin Chong first offended my sect in the past, and I presume that Liangshan Maiden will not say anything.” The Daoist Luo River pointed a hand seal, and the sky swirled a Water Thunder. That Blooming Water Divine Thunder was just like a blue wave of a dragon surging through the sea of clouds. Thunder-light accumulated, and it seemed that as far as control of the Blooming Water Divine Thunder was concerned, the control was considerably brilliant; he was worthy of being called the Blooming Water Sword Sect’s headmaster.


 “Go!” The Daoist Luo River pointed.


 The Thunder Light Dragon rolled screaming towards the three people.


 Lin Yingmei shouted, clear and ringing. She lifted the Arctic Star Spear above her, and the spear edge cut open a dense, cold light. The cold light then collided with the Blooming Water Divine Thunder into a single piece, and the sky above Heavenly Water City immediately exploded with a water blue Thunder Light.


 Su Xing at this moment continuously discharged Silver Blade.


 All of the Thunder Fire Bullets were completely shot out.


 More than fifty Thunder Fire Bullets in the shortest of times filled the entire space, and the power of the other Star Cultivators’ artifacts and techniques slammed together. These Galaxy Cultivators’ magic energy broke the Thunder Fire Bullets like paper scraps. Su Xing did not expect the Thunder Fire Bullets to have any kind of threat, but what he needed was only to fight for a bit of time.


 The Thunder Fire Bullets detonated in the sky into fifty balls of flame, the explosions continuous, unexpectedly forming a frightening grandeur.


 A few Star Cultivators that wanted to rush over were immediately blown back.


 “Let’s leave quickly!”


 Su Xing hastily said. The three ran towards the storeroom.


 “Don’t think of running!”


 The Daoist Luo River’s cultivation was the highest. Seeing they wanted to run, he suddenly shouted.


 During that sudden shout, what appeared in his hand was a completely dark blue, having nine segments, circulating amulets, just like flowing water long whip. One look could discern this was not an ordinary artifact.


 The Daoist Luo River thrashed it, and the long whip hacked towards their faces, tearing a blue light. The Thunder Fire Bullet’s remaining power was unexpectedly entirely eliminated under this whip. The Arctic Star Spear blocked, and the long whip burst out a terrible thunder. The web between Lin Yingmei’s thumb and forefinger tore, her whole body trembled, and she vomited a mouthful of blood.


 Even a One Star Arctic Star Spear was unable to support her, frightening indeed.


 “Yingmei, you take Suwen and leave.” Su Xing ordered, his tone leaving no room for refusal.


 Lin Yingmei immediately retreated back and rushed with An Suwen towards the storeroom.


 “Hm, hm, you indeed are a man.”


 The Daoist Luo River coldly smiled: “See if you can or cannot block This Sect’s Astral Treasure, Shooting Star Whip!” [7]


 Shooting Star Whip, unexpectedly, it was an Astral Treasure.


 How could Su Xing dare to touch it. Spitting out a mouthful of Essence Blood, the Essence Blood condensed then dispersed. A golden long sword shockingly appeared in his hand; it was that Vajra’s Evil Smiting Sword. This Vajra’s Evil Smiting Sword was acquired from overcoming the Devil Star Giant in the Clouds Song Jia, a One Star Evil Smiting Sword already completely filled with Star Energy.


 Originally, Su Xing’s artifacts greatly decreased, and he wanted to use the Vajra’s Evil Smiting Sword to prepare for future misfortunes. He never expected he would have to use it this soon.


 Seeing that the Daoist Luo River had brought out an Astral Treasure, it was too late for Su Xing to have regrets.


 His hand clenched the Evil Smiting Sword, a golden light flashing.


 “Go!”


 The space was taken over by a lacerating blue light.


 The long whip was like a shooting star, fiercely falling upon Su Xing’s head.


 “Great Wisdom King Cleave!!”


 Su Xing’s Star Energy gathered, and the Vajra’s Sword blocked the Shooting Star Whip’s might. A golden sword light flushed out of the Evil Smiting Sword and formed a frightening auger shape. [8] That Astral Treasure was matchlessly powerful. Surprisingly, a whip could whip apart a Great Wisdom King Cleave’s sword light into two halves, just like a sharp weapon would part the sea. However, a Star General’s Star Weapon was not inferior to an Astral Treasure, and the divided sword light was still imposing and fierce.


 A sharp whip crack whipped onto Su Xing, and Su Xing was fiercely in pain. This Shooting Star Whip was quite terrible. Whipping onto his body, his skin hurt with a painful heat. His own protective Star Energy had instantly been torn apart, his internal organs and body seemed to have been whipped into two halves. He was in enough pain to wish that he was no longer alive. Fortunately, the Vajra’s Evil Smiting Sword’s Great Wisdom King Cleave already got rid of a majority of the power. Otherwise, if this whipped his body, Su Xing simply would not need to lament nonsense; he would have been directly crippled.


 “Young Master!”


 “Su Xing!”


 Wu Xinjie and Shi Yuan in the Star Nest simultaneously cried out, their worries far exceeding these wounds, but the two knew that they could not do anything if they appeared. On the other hand, if there were three Stars at the same time, they risked turning their Master into a genuine public enemy. For the time being, they could only restrain themselves.


 The Daoist Luo River also received the Great Wisdom King Cleave’s attack. Luckily, his magic energy was robust and he had artifacts to protect himself that resisted it, but the second time he drew the whip, he briefly hesitated.


 The Blooming Water Sword Sect’s other Star Cultivators to point their Flying Swords and pounced towards the Su Xing struggling on his deathbed.


 Just at this moment, a brilliant light flashed.


 “Purple Thunder Heavenly Calamity! Go!”


 With a cold yell, the Thief Star Shi Yuan fantastically left the Star Nest, throwing out more than a dozen purple talismans.


 Those pouncing Star Cultivators immediately were scared to a stop by the attack, continuously fleeing in every direction, to avoid this purple talisman. The evil reputation of the “Purple Thunder Monster” that killed Ancestor Baili more or less had that much of a shadow in their hearts.


 And this much of a split second gave Su Xing a chance to catch his breath.


 “Master, leave!”


 Shi Yuan shielded Su Xing, promptly seizing the chance to retreat into the storeroom. As it turned out, at this moment, An Suwen’s Small Transfer Array already launched.


 They entered the Small Transfer Array, and in an instant, the room distorted, brilliant light scattering in all directions.


 Moreover, those startled apart cultivators looked. The purple talismans that were thrown out were but ordinary “Miasma Qi Talismans.” [9] Immediately, they were stamped their feet in anger, hastily controlling their flying swords to move over for the kill. The Daoist Luo River regained a bit of his vigor, the Shooting Star Whip hacking towards them.


 The storeroom split open with a bang.


 “Not good, it’s a Small Transfer Array!”


 Ling Xian shouted loudly.


 Countless flying swords and artifacts fiendishly attacked.


 But at this moment, it was already a step too late. The Small Transfer Array flashed, and Su Xing and the rest disappeared from sight. Exactly at this time, the storeroom was leveled by the cold light of countless Flying Swords.
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﻿Chapter 90: Four Beauties Serving One Master, Forced To Go To Liangshan (Former)

 The abilities of Liangshan Continent’s favorite magic circles stretched back to the distant past, and among them, the Transfer Magic Circle that could teleport a thousand li away was even more of an absolute. Although the Small Transfer Magic Circle could not be compared with that sort of Large Transfer Magic Circle that could flash away a million li, moving within a hundred li was sufficient to leave the Daoist Luo River with no strategy left to try.


 “How could a Divine Physician have this sort of thing?”


 Ling Xian was stunned.


 “Hmph, I’m afraid it seems that Divine Physician is not simple.” The Daoist Luo River very fiercely recalled the Shooting Star Whip, ordering: “Immediately go search. This Daoist does not believe he can run away within a hundred li.”


 Two hundred li outside of Heavenly Water City, the lower reaches of the Heavenly River, Tile Dyke Village [1]


 A common house, and an azure light appeared within the courtyard. Subsequently and unhurriedly, several figures appeared out of thin air.


 “Big Brother.”


 “Young Master (Master)!”


 Brimming with anxiety, there were concerned shouts.


 Su Xing vomited a mouthful of blood, half-kneeling on the ground. Still, Shi Yuan deftly lent him an arm as support.


 “Quickly have Young Master enter the house.” Wu Xinjie left the Star Nest, frightened and dreading.


 Shi Yuan promptly carried Su Xing into the house. Do not underestimate her as seemingly slim and delicate, for her powerful strength was not the average sort.


 Parting his clothes, the flesh and skin on the inside flipped out to reveal a wretched sight that made everyone’s heart ache.


 That Shooting Star Whip truly was demonic. A deep and clearly visible wound from his shoulder straight to his thigh bubbled forth blood like an injection. Luckily, Wu Xinjie gave Su Xing the Golden Thread Fish Scale Armor to put on beforehand, otherwise, they truly did not dare to imagine what would have happened this time. However, even if things were like this, that Golden Thread Fish Scale Armor had a ghastly hole torn into it by the Shooting Star Whip.


 “A small cut.” Su Xing forced a smile.


 “Big Brother, do not speak. Little Sister will help examine you.” An Suwen’s white hand flipped, showing several small bottles, taking out one of them and pouring some powder onto the wound.


 The wound immediately seemed to be on fire. It hurt powerfully, and Su Xing grit his teeth, “Little Sister, what is this medicine.”
𝒇𝓻𝓮𝓮𝙬𝙚𝒃𝒏𝓸𝙫𝒆𝙡.𝓬𝓸𝒎

 “Connecting Muscle Powder, [2] Big Brother Su Xing, bear with it for a bit.”


 A white divine light condensed in An Suwen’s palm. The halo dispersed, and like warm, running water, it fell onto the wound and slowly eased the pain. Then, An Suwen again gave Su Xing several Spirit Pills to ingest. A long time afterwards, Su Xing slowly lost consciousness.


 “Master, did something happen?” Lin Yingmei asked, somewhat restless.


 “Sister Yingmei, you also are injured, Suwen will help examine you.” An Suwen cried out in alarm.


 “This servant’s is not serious.” Lin Yingmei’s greatest concern still was Su Xing.


 “Nothing will happen to Big Brother.”


 The Efficacious Star the Divine Physician saying as much made the three girls relax. Shi Yuan gnashed her teeth: “That Old Daoist truly is savage. Next time, This Young Lady definitely will steal from his sect until it is overturned, and only then can my hate be resolved.”


 “Fortunately, you fooled those Star Cultivators at the end.” Lin Yingmei accepted An Suwen’s treatment while saying so. If it was not for the Thief Star’s sudden bright idea to lie and bluff those Star Cultivators’ counterattack, perhaps it would be difficult to escape.


 Shi Yuan sat across from and indicated to the Wu Xinjie at Su Xing’s side: “It was Sister Xinjie that wanted me to do that. The Knowledge Star asked if I had purple talismans, that saying it was the Purple Thunder Heavenly Calamity could help Su Xing break the encirclement, and it actually worked.”


 “Everyone has taken Big Brother Su Xing to be the Purple Thunder Monster. They definitely have been scared stiff.” An Suwen interjected a word.


 Lin Yingmei thoughtfully looked at Wu Xinjie.


 “What should we do next? Those Star Cultivators seem unlikely to give up.”


 “When the Master wakes, then we can say more.”


 Su Xing slowly opened his eyes. Raising his body, he saw Wu Xinjie lying next to him, her head resting on her arms. Seeing her selflessly at his side caring for him, Su Xing’s heart warmed, and he brushed away the hair on the girl’s forehead.


 Wu, wu.


 Wu Xinjie also slowly awoke, and seeing Su Xing awakened, her exhaustion completely disappeared in an instant.


 “You take a rest first.” Su Xing smiled.


 Wu Xinjie smiled as she shook her head, batting her eyes: “Young Master, you’re finally up. Xinjie almost thought of taking advantage of the time Young Master was sleeping to commit atrocities.”


 Su Xing sized up the bedroom. A few willow wood furniture filled with books, an old bottle, and a portrait. Seemingly simple and brimming with a literary reputation, the faint fragrance of medicine still lingered in the air.


 Wu Xinjie explained once through to him what transpired.


 Su Xing’s rest had used two days.


 The Efficacious Star the Divine Physician An Daoquan’s medical arts were outstanding. Even if he did not die under this Astral Treasure, he would have still needed several months to recover at the minimum. Now, that wound on his body had only left behind a faint scar.


 The two people left the bedroom. Entering the living room, Shi Yuan was right in the middle of meticulously studying every kind of mechanism. When she saw Su Xing, Shi Yuan put down the materials in her hands, and in a pleasant surprise, rushed over and hugged him. Her sweet, skintight, well-rounded and lovable body tightly stuck onto him, and Su Xing felt a bit embarrassed towards the Thief Star’s enthusiasm. Wu Xinjie covered her mouth, laughing up her sleeve.


 Lin Yingmei and An Suwen also returned. Upon seeing Su Xing unhurt, they could not help but sigh in relief.


 Ever since he had signed a contract with the Majestic Star, this was considered to be the most dangerous thing Su Xing had encountered. Astral Treasures truly could not be held in contempt. Su Xing felt around the ripped open Golden Thread Fish Scale Armor in a bout of pity.


 “How have the circumstances been recently? Has that Sword Sect come to the door yet?” Su XIng asked.


 “Little Sister Suwen’s plan was very thorough. This is within the range of influence of the Heavenly River Sword School. The Blooming Water Sword Sect did come, but they very quickly left.” Wu Xinjie praised.


 “However, matters appear to be a bit grim.” Shi Yuan twitched her mouth. During the time Su Xing lost consciousness, the Knowledge Star had the Thief Star ask around the outside for intelligence, to understand the situation.


 Rather than say that the Alliance of Ten Kill Warrant shook the Azure Dragon Territory, it would be more precise to say that the Majestic Star contracting a master in the Azure Dragon Territory raised a violent commotion. All Star Cultivators discussing the topic of Star Masters spoke of topics pertaining to Lin Chong and her master. They might as well have been paying respects to that Purple Thunder Monster’s evil reputation. Although the entire Azure Dragon Territory was smothering Lin Chong and Su Xing, just a very few actually dared to kill.


 A Star Master that could successively get rid of two Star Generals and even get rid of a Supercluster Cultivator, and he was also the first master the Majestic Star had in a thousand years. Just thinking about it was terrifying. Who would easily be willing to provoke him but a few great sects such as the “Clear Void Daoists” that could act. Of course, the Star Masters that wished to throttle Su Xing were perhaps not few.


 “Suwen is as bold as to say a word. Currently, the disturbance is this great. Big Brother Su Xing had better first hide for about a year and wait for the situation to cool down.” What An Suwen said had reason. Right now, the Azure Dragon Territory’s atmosphere ran high on the mood to kill Lin Chong and her master. Under this atmosphere, everywhere was a great danger. It would be better to first lay low and wait for the fuss to die down, to conceal his strength and bide time.


 Su Xing currently just happened to need weapon refinement, and he could find a weapon refinement and such sect to hone his strength. Should he be able to forge the “Wood Element” sword of the Heavenly Spirit Earthly Fiend Purple Star Five Elements Sword, that would be a great weapon.


 “But there already are forty-nine Crimson Stars. We are three Stars away from the Second Phase, Birth Outline. Probably in these next few months, I’m afraid we will miss it.” Wu Xinjie knit her brow.


 “The Wind Swayed Raft is at a loss. Su Xing is only a Nebula Middle Stage, and his unable to ride a sword also makes this too late, right.” Shi Yuan pondered. “If this is discovered by those Star Cultivators, he couldn’t run if he wanted to.”


 Lin Yingmei nodded. She felt the top priority was not the matter of the Birth Outline.


 “As long as I learn sword riding, it will be fine.” Su Xing heavily sighed. If he could ride a sword, things would not be so distressing. Refining the frail Star Energy from the two Star Generals of the battle at Grindstone Mountain, he would soon have reached the apex, but his vigor was greatly injured by the Shooting Star Whip. His current Star Energy had also reached a bottleneck, and there simply was no hope to break through to Nebula Late Stage without three months.


 “Big Brother Su Xing, this kind of matter of cultivation cannot be rushed.” An Suwen said.


 Wu Xinjie stared at An Suwen. Suddenly, her eyes shone, revealing a mysterious smile. “Xinjie actually has a way. It can let Young Master enter Nebula Late Stage within these few days.”


 “Knowledge Star, what way is there. It definitely cannot harm Master.” Lin Yingmei and Shi Yuan nervously asked.


 Wu Xinjie lightly smiled, “How could Xinjie harm Master. Xinjie indeed is preparing to let Master enjoy luck with women.”


 “Just what way is this?”


 The Knowledge Star Resourceful Star Wu Yong fixed her eyes on An Suwen, showing a charming ambiguity.


 1. 瓦塘村 ?


 2. 接筋散 ?
﻿Chapter 91: Four Beauties Serving One Master, Forced To Go To Liangshan (Latter)

 “I do not have this type of pill.” An Suwen apologetically replied.


 Wu Xinjie giggled, “Little Sister Suwen, do you like Young Master Su Xing?”


 “Of course I like Big Brother Su Xing.” An Suwen’s calm made people feel her affection was that of between brothers and sisters.


 Su Xing slightly understood what Wu Xinjie was planning. “Xinjie, you aren’t thinking of having me and Suwen sign a Star Duel Covenant, are you?”


 “Exactly.” The Knowledge Star nodded.


 “Ah?”


 The group stared blankly. If it was from before, probably they would have felt the Knowledge Star’s brain was frying, but after signing on the his third Star General, the Thief Star, Lin Yingmei was not too certain Su Xing had a limit when all was said and done.


 “Elder Sister Knowledge Star is joking. Because Big Brother Su Xing saved Little Sister Shi Yuan it was doable, but Suwen appears to not have anything special.” The Efficacious Star the Divine Physician shook her head and smiled.


 “Suwen, there is never harm in trying, is there?” Wu Xinjie also did not have confidence, but since the Divine Physician An Suwen and Su Xing matched as brother and sister, their relationship could be considered to be very close. Since he could smash Liangshan Continent’s Star Duel structure and sign a third Star, then how could they definitely not try for a fourth Star.


 “Young Master, do you agree?” Wu Xinjie asked.


 “Suwen is my little sister, that can’t be too good, right?” Su Xing hesitated.


 “It’s precisely because she is your sister that you need to sign. You can never hand over your cute little sister to someone else, right?” Wu Xinjie mischievously winked. How could Su Xing not know what she meant.


 Su Xing did not want to compel others, finally directing an inquiring gaze towards An Suwen.


 “If Big Brother is willing, Little Sister is willing to give it a try!” An Suwen was not in opposition at all.


 “Hurry and try it now. Remember that you must want to sign a contract.” Wu Xinjie somewhat expectantly came to a seat and sat together along with Ling Yingmei and Shi Yuan to the side to watch the spectacle, her mood slightly excited.


 Su Xing approached An Suwen, knowing saying anything more was useless. In Liangshan’s Star Duels, being able to sign a contract with An Suwen was, in the end, not a bad thing. Just as Wu Xinjie said, his little sister certainly needed the love of her own family, and he could not let the fertile water flow to the fields of outsiders.


 An Suwen’s cheeks were a light scarlet. Her clean, bright and beautiful eyes were somewhat expectant and somewhat restless. If she were to say she was not tempted to contract with Su Xing, then she was deceiving herself, but losing to the Thief Star, she truly did not know what should she do? After all, this did not have a precedent, so An Suwen could still have a hopeful fantasy.


 “Are you ready?” Su Xing faintly asked.


 An Suwen affirmed.


 Su Xing held An Suwen’s shoulders, and the girl’s heart tightened, her palms sweating. Just as she thought of the matter of the contract, she suddenly saw Su Xing lower his head and plant a kiss on top of her lips.


 This kind of matter of kissing each other’s lips, for a moment, made An Suwen’s entire body motionless. Her eyes opened wide, seemingly incapable of believing, but following Su Xing’s tenderness touching her red lips, An Suwen’s eyes seemingly raised a layer of rain and fog, hazy and moist, sinking down without any sort of resistance. Returning Su Xing’s kiss, the Efficacious Star’s first kiss was taken just like that.


 An orange Star Crest shimmered on the two people’s foreheads, and a gorgeous Star Array fluttered and whirled.


 The three beautiful maidens to the side were dumbstruck.


 A fourth Star General!


 Su Xing really contracted a fourth Star General!


 “Sister Xinjie, just what sort of person is Su Xing?” Shi Yuan’s face was filled with adoration. Contracting four sisters, who would believe it if they said so.


 “However, Su Xing truly is very shameless, unexpectedly using a kiss…” The Thief Star giggled.


 In the sky outside the room, a Crimson Star gradually lit up.


 An Suwen let out an alluring sigh, somewhat reluctant to part as they ended their fervent kiss.


 “Big Brother – how could you be like this towards Little Sister…” An Suwen’s tender voice was without strength, her eyes containing three parts blame and seven parts joy.


 “What did I do wrong?” Su Xing actually did not know where he went wrong because the three before were contracted after the kiss. His subconscious mind believed contracts required a kiss to work. [1]


 If An Suwen knew her first kiss was this confusedly taken away, she would not know whether she should rejoice or grieve.


 “Master Su Xing, you’s re too lecherous. No wonder Xinjie wants to satisfy you.” Shi Yuan laughed aloud.


 Wu Xinjie glared at her, and she also saw that Su Xing apparently knew nothing about contracts. She turned her eyes, not at all bluntly pointing things out, but nervously asking: “Young Master Su Xing, do you see anything abnormal?”


 Su Xing experimented a bit. There was a sudden Star Energy swelling up inside his body, and his ocean of consciousness had an additional trace of inspiration pertaining to medicine arts and medical knowledge. Clearly, this was the Efficacious Star the Divine Physician An Daoquan’s mark slowly assimilating.


 From any perspective, this was a perfect and immaculate contract.


 Su Xing had succeeded signing the contract. His Star Energy stopped swelling, and as long as he slightly refined An Suwen’s Star Energy to completion, entering Nebula Late Stage was not a problem, and even approaching Galaxy was possible.


 “Then Xinjie has a plan. Does Young Master want to listen?”


 Su Xing nodded as an indication.


 “Currently, two Stars are still needed, and then the Birth Outline will begin. It would be better that before the next Crimson Star falls, Young Master for now cultivates in Tile Dyke Village. Then, when the last Crimson Star remains, go to the Divining Star Platform to inquire about the Liangshan Outlaw Token. [2] The “Liangshan Outlaw Token” was a required item for Star Masters. Besides rapid cultivation, an absolutely safe secret base also was a great help, and at that time, they would not need to worry about being chased.


 “If Xinjie has not guessed wrongly, nearby the Divining Star Platform definitely will be many enemies waiting for Young Master to walk right into a trap. Temporarily, it is best to not go.” Wu Xinjie judged the situation. Because everyone knew that Star Masters possessed the token’s benefits, the Su Xing being pursued by the Alliance of Ten certainly was “forced to go to Liangshan.” [3]


 “That’s fine, however, I will make the Blooming Water Sword Sect rescind the kill warrant.” Su Xing coldly smiled.


 The Star Maidens revealed unconvinced expressions, and even the Resourceful Star did not know what Su Xing was planning. The Blooming Water Sword Sect’s strength was greatly injured, and suffering a humiliation, they would need to swallow back down the words they spat…if he really could do it, then he truly was a genius.


 Wu Xinjie did not ask any more, her unconscious mind nevertheless very convinced Su Xing could turn the tables.


 In order to deal with the Birth Outline that could launch at any time, the Knowledge Star even arranged each of their own training plans. Besides the Chaotic Tail Escape and the Soul Technique, Su Xing first of all used the Blooming Water Cultivating Origin Pills to accelerate the Five Spirits Law Heavenly Book’s Blooming Water Divine Thunder power. His remaining time was spent cultivating fighting capabilities with the Majestic Star. Lin Yingmei strengthened her Yellow Rank Spear Technique “Long Blizzard Nights,” and if she could comprehend her Dark Rank Spear Technique, that would only be even better.


 The Thief Star Shi Yuan delved into the Mo Attack Mechanism Records’ Puppet Mechanism Arts and comprehended her Dark Rank Magic. Xinjie herself began to start on preparations for the Divining Star Platform, the Birth Outline and such of a series of matters. Also, she also made herself enter the Dark Rank Magic.


 The Efficacious Star the Divine Physician naturally was refining a few pills. At any moment, the pills always were able to be used at the pivotal point.


 “Suwen, how is the training of your Essence Swallowing Dragon?” Wu Xinjie abruptly remembered it.


 An Suwen took out an Astral Gemstone. A slim, almost thread-like, fine Demon Beast flew out and lay on the girl’s shoulder. The Essence Swallowing Dragon was smaller than it initially was at the Kun Wu Monument, not trying at all to swallow essence qi.


 “What a pity, there’s only one.” Su Xing said.


 “Actually it can reproduce more, however…” An Suwen wanted to say something but hesitated.


 “However what? Could it be needs a lot of expensive essence materials?” Wu Xinjie asked.


 “The Essence Swallowing Dragon uses fissiparity. [4] It needs Essence Qi to live, and swallowing more perfect Essence Qi gives it a greater chance to reproduce, however, perfect Spirit Qi is very rare…”


 Su Xing knew An Suwen knew An Suwen hesitated like this, and he smiled: “This Suppressing Evil Gem Bamboo. Suwen, you take and use it.” A blue light flashed, and the Suppressing Evil Gem Bamboo appeared. The Essence Swallowing Dragon saw it and began to stir, but without An Suwen’s command, it could only drool with desire.


 “But Big Brother needs it to forge a Divine Weapon.” An Suwen shook her head. The Thousand Year Suppressing Evil Gem Bamboo was an extremely fine nourishment for the Essence Swallowing Dragon, and it could exhibit great effect during the early stages of training. However, like this, it would be hard to avoid damaging the Suppressing Evil Gem Bamboo’s Perfect Spirit Qi.


 “Don’t worry, this Suppressing Evil Gem Bamboo already has a thousand years. Its Perfect Spirit Qi can self-recover, and leaving it right now is also a waste.” Su Xing said.


 An Suwen saw this and did not decline any further.


 “Right, which of you can advance your Star Weapon to its first Star? I still have lots of surplus Relic Blade Sand.” Su Xing said.


 Lin Yingmei’s Arctic Star Spear required 40 liang of Relic Blade Sand and six pieces of Daybreak Frost and Snow Essence [5] to advance to the second Star. Su Xing currently had 69 liang of Relic Blade Sand, however, pity that the two did not have a single Daybreak Frost and Snow Essence. Lin Yingmei said herself that advancing to the third Star would no longer require Relic Blade Sand, and the leftover 29 liang was enough for the three maidens to each advance a rank, provided that their materials were all ready.


 Shi Yuan directed her gaze to Wu Xinjie.


 The Knowledge Star knew her meaning, smiling: “If Little Sister can advance, then advance your Star Weapon first. Xinjie does not have a single piece of her required ‘Falling Water Star Crystal.’” [6]


 “This Young Lady doesn’t need to for now. Sister Suwen’s Child and Mother Linked Hearts Needles [7] actually can advance first.”


 Wu Xinjie nodded. Using the Child and Mother Linked Hearts Needles for medical examinations and healing was effective.


 The Efficacious Star’s Star Weapon grade advancement materials were far from being as harsh as a Heavenly Star’s. Her materials were all complete. As for Relic Blade Sand, the Efficacious Star herself had collected five liang, and ten liang was sufficient to refine her Child and Mother Linked Hearts Needles.


 The remaining 24 liang again was divided into fourteen liang of Relic Blade Sand to be given to Shi Yuan to refine her Hoodwinking Flying Claws.


 And like this, Su Xing’s four beautiful ladies, had among them three each that had a Destined Star Weapon advance to One Star. Moreover, the base ingredient Spirit Sand wholly was the treasured Relic Blade Sand, and placed in the entire Liangshan Continent, there were no precedent ancients.


 And this was merely the beginning.


 1. Remember, the explanation the author gave about contracts was for the reader only. Su Xing himself has yet to know about the other forms of contracts. ?


 2. 臥草梁山令牌 ?


 3. Coined by Chairman Mao, this basically means taking drastic measures. ?


 4. It undergoes mitosis, it seems. ?


 5. 晗霜雪精 ?


 6. 落水星晶, 水星 is Mercury, the planet for an FYI. I don’t think the author means for the material to be Falling Mercury Crystal… ?


 7. 子母連心針 ?
﻿Chapter 92: Princess Ling Yan And The Dragon And Phoenix Yin Yang Spear

 Three months after.


 You Province, Beiping County [1]


 Endless City, [2] southern part, Swallow Castle [3]


 Acting as the Youyan’s [4] Sixteen Province’s Four Great Star Cultivator Clans, the power of Beiping County’s Yan Clan influenced four provinces, being able to directly disregard all levels of society. Also above You Province’s governor-general, even if it was one of the Ten Great Sects, they would still be courteous.


 However, in Star Sight Year 975, the Great Liang Dynasty Imperial Court and the Yan Clan that treated each other as honored guests constantly were met with a grim challenge.


 The Swallow Castle’s training grounds and surroundings were filled with a hundred Yan Clan children. These that just recently cultivated and could be considered to have just been initiated Star Cultivators gazed steadily at the battle within the courtyard. A Yan Clan child currently was fighting bitterly with a young girl and had been beaten back to a dead end, as if he was not a match. However, the Yan Clan child seemed to forget this senior brother of his. [5] His gaze, at any time, was directed to the courtside at a haughty girl leisurely sitting on a Sandalwood Phoenix Chair [6] brimming with envy, with jealousy.


 That girl’s red clothes covered her body. Below her slender jade neck, a piece of her soft breast, like white jade, was half-covered, half-exposed. Her white torso was bound, unexpectedly not fully clenched. A tall and long pair of sleek, shapely and graceful legs were uncovered. Even her elegant lotus feet were soundlessly alluring, giving off a captivating invitation. A bright scarlet mantle was draped over her body, the covering threads weaved into a feather garment. On her forehead was a dab of red makeup, and most notably, hanging under her ears was a pair of jade and stone Red Luan Earrings. [7] One flaming, the other blue, a look told that these were not ordinary items.


 Her scarlet eyes gazing at the battle in the courtyard were calm and unruffled in the midst of chaos, her vermilion lips tasting tea, her expression comfortable.


 The girl battling in the courtyard also was absolutely colorful and extraordinary. Her simple and elegant white and purple palace dress gave off a delicate and graceful appearance. Her brow was covered in a bluish-green fog, her red mouth flecked with cinnabar. Her eyes were limpid autumn waters, her skin lustrously glossy, her manner refined, her lips without a speck of red [8] her brows without a smudge of bluish-green, her face like a silver basin, eyes like water apricots, her character also upright, and her appearance abundant and prosperous. As her white hand danced, light moved in all four directions, a hollow and multicolored light of the horizon sparkled brilliantly, swaying.


 These two girls were gorgeous and stunning. This one calm and that one moving made the Yanzi Castle’s hundred virgin males and virgin females teasingly infatuated and head over heels. Even if it was the Yan Clan’s genius Star Cultivator with the greatest prospects, Yan Feiyun, [9] under the grace of that young girl, he would swiftly suffer defeat underneath that gorgeous sword.


 The young girl recalled the sword, clasped her hands behind her back and stood. With her slim figure, a certain place on the watching men was hard. Her smile was like a chime in the wind, melodious and beautiful: “Senior Qingtian, [10] as per our agreement, in four months, Hanyan [11] has defeated four Yan Clan children. Isn’t it possible to bestow the ‘Yan Bit Spirit Sand’ [12] upon Hanyan.”


 Sitting in the middle of the courtyard was a middle-aged man with sideburns, looking somewhat disappointedly at Yan Changyun. His gaze floated to the red-clothed girl in the courtyard, smiling: “Princess Ling Yan’s martial arts are unrivalled, her sword technique excellent, Yan admired. With the Princess being considerate this way, the Yan Clan promised four months and four battles, one defeat would already conclude our bargain. The Yan Clan lost, its strength is of no use!”


 Yan Qingtian momentarily flashed into the courtyard. He fixed his gaze on his counterpart: “However, Yan has one final request.”


 “Oh?” This young girl calling herself Hanyan did not change her smile.


 “Four months and four battles, each initiated by the Princess. Yan very much wants to see just what Star General has an imposing manner as this. Is it possible to let the Yan Clan feast their eyes on the legendary Star General, and even better, let this Yan cheerfully cup his hands as he gifts the Yan Bit Spirit Sand?!”


 Yan Qingtian uttered this, and those awestruck boys and girls all tumultuously looked at that haughty, red-clothed girl. Four months of duels, and unexpectedly, they were all initiated by Princess Ling Yan while the Star General was nearby drinking tea? This actually was too beyond their expectations.


 Princess Ling Yan indeed was the Great Liang Dynasty’s First Princess.


 “Junqing, [13] what do you think?” Princess Ling Yan had a smile on her face, asking the girl.


 The red garmented young girl set down her teacup, using her tongue to lick. Getting up, within a stride, she entered the courtyard, her rate of speed near instantaneous.


 Junqing carried a kind of slightly disdainful smile as she sized up Yan Qingtian: “This Star Cultivator’s cultivation is only Galaxy Middle Stage? Princess, although you are just Galaxy Early Stage, handling him should not become a problem…”


 Yan Qingtian’s brows tightened, only feeling this Star General was very egotistical. Suppressed by Princess Ling Yan’s identity, Yan Qingtian did not act.


 “Junqing, don’t say it like that. Senior Yan is You Province’s number one Star Cultivator.” Princess Ling Yan, Zhao Hanyan [14] gave a one-sided smile.


 “Alright, then. Princess, since you’ve said as such, your servant indeed wants to move her muscles and bones.” Junqing stretched her body, her nice curves extremely enticing.


 Zhao Hanyan nodded, then walked off the platform.


 Yan Qingtian wore a smile on his face, but his eyes already held a trace of ice-cold: “Being able to cross fists with a Star General from legend, this Yan has the blessings of three lifetimes. I wish you will not let this Yan be disappointed.”


 “Seeing this servant’s identity, you definitely cannot be afraid.” Junqing’s smile was very arrogant. Hopping several small, quick steps, her two hands suddenly drew in the air. In her hands, rays of light glimmered, and two gorgeous spears appeared in her hand. The pair of spears measured half a zhang, their designs totally different. The left hand became a flying phoenix. Because of an indescribable crystal metal forging, it emitted an orange-red warm light, and the right hand became a soaring dragon wrapped in a ball of icy blue, cold, serene light. The two glinting stars on both the left and right spears flickered, resonating and reflecting, appearing to have an unimaginable condition of harmony.


 Yan Qingtian’s expression changed, and the expressions of the other Yan Elders that also had experience facing Star Generals changed as well.


 “Two Star Dragon and Phoenix Yin Yang Spear!”


 “Saying that, don’t be scared…” Finishing those words, her cloak flew upwards, and a majestic Star Energy threw itself over, earth-shattering. Junqing coldly smiled as she flew over.


 Yan Qingtain’s seals rushed, and a Flying Swallow Returns to Nest Sword Art [15] executed.


 Thirty-two Flying Swallow Brilliant Light Swords, imposing as a rainbow, forged ahead.


 The Dragon and Phoenix Yin Yang clashed with it, and immediately, they head a swallow’s cry; the sword light fell and withered.


 The disciples at the training grounds all looked stunned.


 …


 “Respectfully gifting the princess!”


 The entire Yanzi Castle saluted.


 “Many thanks for Senior Yan’s generosity. Hanyan will approve of Senior Yan with Father Emperor.” Princess Ling Yan smiled.


 Yan Qingtian smiled bitterly, looking at the Star Maiden with some restrained fear. The Yan Bit Spirit Sand indeed was an item every generation of the Yan Clan meticulously passed down. If it was not for Princess Ling Yan’s status, no matter how indiscriminately they would be destroyed, they would not bow and give way.


 “Then many thanks for the Princess’ beautiful words.”


 Her Riding Sword left the Yanzi Castle. The other youngsters somewhat were reluctant to part, laying on the castle towers as they watched the two great beauties. Only until Yan Qingtian ferociously reprimanded them did they angrily restrain their minds.


 “Thirty liang of Yan Bit Spirit Sand, these four months in You Province finally were not a waste.” Zhao Hanyan put away her Spirit Bag.


 “Princess, you obviously did not have to go through this much trouble. Just be like your younger brother, directly take it from them just like that,” Junqing disdainfully curled up the corner of her mouth.


 Zhao Hanyan snorted disdainfully: “That idiot is damaging Father Emperor’s reputation. Destabilizing the Great Liang’s foundations, he sooner or later shall pay the price. How much do we currently lack to refine to Three Stars?”


 “A Three Star Destined Weapon requires ten liang of Yan Bit Spirit Sand and twelve Yin Yang Pearls. Spirit Sand is still off by thirty-five liang, Yin Yang Candles still short by ten.”


 “Good gracious, This Princess heard that and actually is somewhat in despair.” Princess Ling Yan bit her lip, already stirring up terrible thoughts.


 This moment, she was suddenly frozen.


 “What?” The red garmented girl asked.


 A moment later, Princess Ling Yan showed a cold smile: “Just now, the Sect Attendant used the Thousand Li Sound Transmission. Regarding the Alliance of Ten Kill Warrant, there’s been another new change. What do you guess happened?”


 Without letting her think, Ling Yan replied: “The Blooming Water Sword Sect unexpectedly canceled the Alliance of Ten Kill Warrant to completely kill Lin Chong’s master.”


 “Eh?”Jun Qing furrowed her brow. “Why, has Lin Chong’s master died?”


 “Most probably, they felt the cost of issuing the Kill Warrant was too great…indeed a Sword Sect without future prospects.” Zhao Hanyan was disgusted.


 “Able to sign a contract with Lin Chong, he definitely has an extraordinary position. I fear he used some kind of method against the Blooming Water Sword Sect.” Jun Qing guessed.


 “The Majestic Star Lin Chong, able to kill a Galaxy Cultivator dead, I really want to meet her quickly…” Zhan Hanyan’s eyes carried a trace of excitement to slaughter: “This Princess actually wants to see what sort of person Lin Chong’s master is, and see how he compares to This Princess!”


 The sky suddenly lit up with a Crimson Star.


 The two people raised their hands, and looking, the sky already had fifty-one Crimson Stars rise into the sky. There was still one left until the Birth Outline commenced.


 “Only one star, let’s go to the Divining Star Platform to inquire about becoming an outlaw.”


 The Sword Light flit by and immediately traversed a thousand li swiftly.


 And at this moment, Su Xing happened to be driving the Wind Swayed Raft rushing to the Great Liang, several beautiful and lovely ladies also heard of the news of the Blooming Water Sword Sect’s cancellation of the Alliance of Ten Kill Warrant, their period of fear overturned.


 1. 幽州，北平郡 ?


 2. 無終城 ?


 3. 燕子堡 ?


 4. 幽燕 ?


 5. Don’t know who this senior brother is. ?


 6. 檀香鳳椅 ?


 7. 紅鸞耳環 ?


 8. Okay, so it or is it not red? ?


 9. 燕飛雲 ?


 10. 青天前輩 ?


 11. 含煙 ?


 12. 燕銜靈砂 ?


 13. 君卿 Now, 卿 is a way for couples to verbally express their affection to one another. This foreshadows what will happen between these two in a later chapter…( ?° ?? ?°) ?


 14. 趙含煙 ?


 15. 飛燕回巢劍訣 ?
﻿Chapter 93: The “Savage Star” God of Death

 In response to their amazement, Su Xing smiled: “I had Shi Yuan give the Blooming Water Sword Sect a letter to bear.”


 “A letter can make the Blooming Water Sword Sect cancel the Kill Warrant?” An Suwen still felt this was awfully exaggerated.


 “That depends on what you write in the letter.” Su Xing chuckled.


 “What did Young Master write?” Wu Xinjie inquisitively asked.


 “If the Kill Warrant is not canceled, I will prepare to copy that Blooming Water Divine Thunder True Technique’s secret in its entirety and sell it by the hundreds upon thousands…” Su Xing wore a crafty smile. “Make their sect’s guarded secret into a common street item, worthless.”


 The girls were about to faint. This method was too shameless.


 “Young Master, you considered doing as much?” An Suwen smiled.


 Su Xing pursed his lips. He actually indeed had thought of this, however, the requirements to practice the Blooming Water Divine Thunder originally were very demanding. Besides letting the Blooming Water Sword Sect’s Blooming Water Divine Thunder ability be researched thoroughly, truly distributing it also completely lacked sense. Right now, Su Xing was currently practicing this, so he naturally could not bring trouble to himself.


 “However, the Blooming Water Sword Sect unexpectedly actually agreed.” The Thief Star felt this Sword School really did not have integrity. It was lucky that it was still one of the Four Great Sword Sects.


 The Knowledge Star wanted to understand the crux among this: “The Blooming Water Sword Sect issued the Alliance of Ten Kill Warrant to kill three eagles with one arrow, so cancelling it or not cancelling it were both equally likely outcomes.”


 “Why do you say that?” Su Xing smiled.


 The Thief Star Flea on a Drum was very powerless. She was not even able to clearly figure out one eagle, so how did the Knowledge Star have three eagles.


 Wu Xinjie explained: “The first eagle: Every person that issued the Alliance of Ten Kill Warrant knows Young Master’s identity and the danger of a contracted Majestic Star. They should handle Young Master, and they naturally shall. If they did not deal with him, the Kill Warrant would be useless; the second eagle is to attempt to paralyze Young Master’s countermeasures. Xinjie guesses the Blooming Water Sword Sect is perhaps waiting in the dark for the chance that Young Master is careless. This third eagle…”


 “The third eagle is the sect’s increasing weakness. Then, the other sects would increasingly become aware of the danger of Lin Chong’s master, heh, heh. Some sects that possess Star Masters definitely would not sit idly.”


 —


 On the topic of the Blooming Water Sword Sect, this moment, all the protectors and hall masters also were currently questioning the Daoist Luo River’s decision to cancel the Alliance of Ten Kill Warrant, and it was no different from Wu Xinjie’s guess. The Daoist Luo River’s “one arrow, three eagles” also made every Star Cultivator present blank for a day.


 “Headmaster is amazing!”


 “With this, it virtually promotes Lin Chong to the highest danger.”


 “Heh, heh. This indeed is more formidable than the Alliance of Ten Kill Warrant by far.”


 The Daoist Luo River slightly smiled, carrying a trace of being pleased with himself.


 Ling Xian wrinkled her brow and said: “But we’ll let Lin Chong get away just like this?”


 “Of course not. This Daoist already secretly contacted several sects we have good relationships with. The sect’s inner circle will not stop chasing after Lin Chong’s whereabouts…Hmph, now we need to wait until the two Ancestral Masters exit seclusion. Seeing as how the Birth Outline is upon us, at that time, he will be humiliated!” The Daoist Luo River coldly grunted. Not firmly beheading Lin Chong and her master, just how could the Blooming Water Sword Sect swallow this down.


 “How is the person at the Divining Star Platform?” The Daoist Luo River asked.


 “En, the disciple Hall Master Yu [1] brought has monitored it for three months now and has seen several Star Masters, but Lin Chong has not been sighted.” Ling Xian replied.


 “The Divine Physician is with him, pay attention for the Change Appearance Pill. Do not be careless.”


 “Understood!”


 —


 “I understand.” Shi Yuan shouted in awe: “It’s hard to imagine the Blooming Water Sword Sect was actually so malicious. Next time we run into that Blooming Water Old Daoist, this Young Lady definitely will steal away that Astral Treasure.” The Thief Star felt indignant.


 The group that bitterly cultivated for three months could be considered to have had their strength greatly swell. Su Xing’s Chaotic Tail Escape’s highest Seven by Seven, Forty-nine Layers of Heaven had already reached the Thirty-Sixth Layer of Heaven. The Chaotic Tail Escape flashed away a hundred li. If he could not outmatch the enemy, at least he could still outrun them.


 “However, Sister Xinjie is worthy of the name Knowledge Star, comprehending her Dark Rank Battle Technique this quickly.” The Thief Star was envious. It was not that the three girls did not think of an even higher magic. It was just that to do this type of thing, innate skill and inspiration were needed. Often, they had to let nature run its course; they could not force it.


 Several hours later, following Wu Xinjie’s guidance, they quickly arrived near the Divining Star Platform.


 Su Xing first took a Change Appearance Pill. Both Su Xing own body and Zou Sihai’s identities and appearance had been compromised. This Change Appearance Pill had passed through An Suwen’s improvements, and the disguised appearance had also turned into an elegant and beautiful young man’s look. If viewed solely from the outside, then he simply was a naive and traveling spoiled son. Looking at that gentle and pretty face in the mirror, Su Xing was not particularly fond of it. However, the Change Appearance Pill’s effects were originally not definite, so Su Xing not liking it could not be helped.


 An Suwen experimented with this Change Appearance Pill for three months and only completed two, which cost millions of liang. Ordinarily, it was used to complete risky public business to great effect, for example, this trip to the Divining Star Platform. They believed the cultivators waiting for an opportunity were not few.


 “We’ll need to be careful in a moment. The Divining Star Platform is a place Star Masters must go to. Within the surrounding hundred li, often there are people lying in wait, specifically recording the faces of Star Masters, waiting for an opportunity afterwards to kill them. Star Masters that previously died at the Divining Star Platform, or because of it, were many.” Wu Xinjie warned.


 In the Star Duels, the Divining Star Platform could be said to be a double-edged sword of a crisis and opportunity both existing at the same time.


 Su Xing grunted in affirmation.


 When they entered within a hundred li of the Divining Star Platform, Su Xing sensed many concealed presences. Su Xing also broke through the second layer of the Divine Machine Clan’s Great Spread Divine Art within these three months, and the current Divine Layer was keen to say nothing of it. Even when his own Divine Intent swept over those Star Masters, they did not sense it. Only Nebula Late Stage Cultivators could slightly feel it.


 A moment later, the sounds of an intense battle in the forest attracted Su Xing and the rest’s attention.


 They only saw countless flying swords like running water currently intertwined into an array beneath the trees, trapping its target within the array. The flying swords incessantly launched an entanglement attack, and twenty to thirty Star Cultivators very cautiously encircled around it to the side, continuously manipulating seals and flying swords. From time to time, several powerful artifacts flew out.


 Those Star Cultivators wore water-blue apparel and were astonishingly the Blooming Water Sword Sect.


 Su Xing frowned. Staring at them, as a result of the twenty to thirty Star Cultivators’ forms being very confused, a dazzling blue light was practically sheltered from view. He could vaguely make out that the one that had been trapped was a petite girl, and seeing that girl’s sword swings, the pace of her footsteps, it seemed she was protecting something, not letting the Blooming Water Sword Sect disciples get close.


 That sword actually made Su Xing feel a shiver.


 Huge and hard, it was broadsword of approximately two meters, and the blood grooves on the sword blade were forged of dark iron, black and deep as hell, and when its whole body circled, the sword tip actually dispersed a concentrated crimson blood light, more red than even blood. It was red to the point that there was no way to stare at it. A first look would make people feel their entire body was ice-cold, and it was unknown whether it was because of this “Magic Sword” that those Star Cultivators would launch an attack.


 “Xinjie, what do you see with her?” Su Xing said.


 Wu Xinjie nodded, starting her Yellow Rank Magic Think Then Act.


 That girl’s military strength potential immediately floated before her eyes, and that dark-colored blood light’s broadsword was revealed without doubt.


 “Blood Drinking Demon Killing Sword!!” [2] The Knowledge Star went blank.


 She looked at Su Xing, somewhat not daring to believe.


 “She is the ‘Savage Star,’ God of Death Bao Xu!” [3]


 1. 於堂主 ?


 2. 飲血戮魂劍 ?


 3. “地暴星”喪門神鮑旭 ?
﻿Chapter 95: The Divining Star Platform, Yan Poxi

 It seems that young boy definitely was the Savage Star’s Master, without doubt. When he called out, each of their red Star Crests sparkled.


 “I beseech that you do not hurt Xiaoyu.” Although the boy was very afraid, he still wanted to do his utmost to protect her. Su Xing nodded to himself. At such a young age, yet he already having this spirit was already considered to be very good.


 “If we wanted to kill you, we would not need this nonsense!” Lin Yingmei icily asserted, withdrawing her spear.


 The Savage Star God of Death bit her lip, recalling the Blood Drinking Demon Killing Sword at the same time.


 “Thank you.” The little boy bowed his head.


 “Why are you here?” Su Xing asked, immediately answering himself: “To go to the Divining Star Platform.”


 The little girl nodded, opening eyes of distrust: “You really will not kill me?”


 “You don’t offend me, I won’t offend you.” Su Xing smiled.


 The girl went, “Oh.”


 “Many people have been drawn here, let’s leave first.” Wu Xinjie looked around in all directions. Although this battle was very quick, it still alerted the Star Cultivator gangs within the surrounding few dozen li. If they ran into an ally of the Blooming Water Sword Sect, that indeed would be hard to say. The Knowledge Star asked the Savage Star: “We also were just about to go to the Divining Star Platform. If you wish, come together with us. Walking over there, you are too audacious.”


 The hundred li surrounding the Divining Star Platform was known as the Falling Star Graveyard. [1] Every time the Star Duels commenced, many harbored sinister machinations as Scattered Star Cultivators attempted to reach Heaven in a single bound [2] by setting up ambushes in the surroundings and waiting for Star Masters to take the bait. If they were powerful, that was it; leaving the stage with useless powers was unpleasant to say. These drifting Scattered Star Cultivators also did not fear the Liangshan Maiden’s retaliation. As far as they were concerned, using every kind of method to increase their strength was the most important.


 The little girl was still very caution, however, her contracted master actually agreed without the slightest hesitation.


 The Wind Swayed Raft broke through into the sky, and the little boy looked at the thousand meters of sky, revealing an awed expression. Very quickly, he showed boyish excitement, pointing at the scenery below in high spirits with the Savage Star.


 The girl previously was still very vigilant, but very quickly, she was influenced by her master, revealing a brilliant smile.


 Su Xing sized up the two minors, completely baffled. The little boy wore a magnificent brocade, with a manner very appropriate. It seemed he came from an extraordinary family background, but his cultivation unexpectedly being Stardust Early Stage actually was a big surprise.


 An Suwen at this time stepped forward and chatted with them. The Efficacious Star the Divine Physician’s warmth was like a cleansing spring breeze, very quickly making the two people sweetly cry out, “Elder Sister, Elder Sister!”


 On the road, Su Xing more or less understood their circumstances.


 The Savage Star God of Death’s True Name was Bao Xiaoyu [3], but she preferred others to call her Yu’er. [4] That small boy indeed was her master, surname Han, [5] given name Yu. [6] They did not state the reason why they signed a Star Duel Covenant, but it could be seen the God of Death Bao Xiaoyu defended her Master with all her power. Yet, the young boy was somewhat shy. What were the Star Duels, he most probably did not know anything at all.


 The Savage Star was too bold. Her master’s cultivation was only at Stardust Late Stage, yet she dared to come to the Divining Star Platform to become an outlaw. Even the Knowledge Star was endlessly speechless. However, that Blood Drinking Demon Killing Sword of the Savage Star was refined to One Star. From that Starlight’s relative dimness, it was not refined with material the likes of Relic Blade Sand. Still, it was rather outside of Su Xing’s expectations, and it seemed this God of Death of a little girl was completely an old Daoist. [7]


 During their hurry to the Divining Star Platform, they also ran into many Star Cultivators. Seeing Su Xing surrounded by beauties, they thought he was some great clan’s hedonistic son. In the Star Duels, this type of frivolous disciple was a very common sight, and these Scattered Star Cultivators did not dare provoke them. The group was more scared than hurt when they very quickly saw the Divining Star Platform.


 The Divining Star Platform situated at the top of the Divining Star Hilltop [8] from afar looked looked to be a minaret-shaped odd building. Its entire body was a single stone obelisk, and with that pillar raised to the heavens “Maiden Mountain,” they brought out the best in each other. A hundred and eight pillars of carved dragons and painted phoenixes surrounded the building’s environment, numerous and close together, there was a sort of indescribable pattern.


 The Divining Star Platform.


 An existence inseparably close and related to the Star Duels, no one knew just where it came from. Apparently, when the Star Duels began, it rose steeply from the ground. Conjectures about the Divining Star Platform could not be considered very few. People only knew that inside was a mysterious Star Diviner calling herself “Yan Poxi,” [9] who knew from astronomy to geography. While others could not see through the orbits of stars, she could know all these by heart.


 Star Masters relied on the Star Diviner to seek for where the “Token of Becoming an Outlaw” that occupied an important position in the Star Duels fell.


 As far as this place was concerned, there also was not shortage of cultivators that wanted to pry into the bottom of the matter, but the majority all were stopped by the forbiddance at the outer ten li.


 The red boundary was like an immense casing that covered a ten li range around the Divining Star Platform. Su Xing struck a Star Talisman, and the boundary gave rise to a ripple that immediately afterwards sucked the Wind Swayed Raft inside like a great, big mouth.


 Falling inside, a powerful pressure then forced Su Xing to drop the Wind Swayed Raft. It seemed this place had an aerial forbiddance.


 Su Xing lifted his head. The Divining Star Platform towering to the highest peak was like a sword stabbed into the ground from the Heavens. A thousand and eight layers of white stone stairs snaked and crisscrossed, like a crawling white dragon. Every sort of Spirit Beast, Holy Object and statue were set up on both ends, exceptionally spectacular.


 Seeing that tall and erect, reaching through the clouds flight of stairs, Wu Xinjie’s head hurt. She had originally wanted to enter the Star Nest, but the Savage Star did not shrink back, making her rather embarrassed. [10]


 The Divining Star Platform’s ambiance was solemn. They could not hear the sounds of birds, the chirps of insects. Turning their head around to look at the world outside the boundary, it had a fuzzy appearance.


 Walking for several hours, everyone only then ascended to the top.


 The Divining Star Platform had three flights of steps, divided into the Earthly Fiend Path, the Heavenly Spirit Path, and the Purple Star Path.


 Su Xing already fully understood the Divining Star Platform’s history from Wu Xinjie before coming. These three paths were the ranks of the “Token of Becoming an Outlaw” Star Masters had to choose from.


 The effect of choosing Token of Becoming an Outlaw that was a different grade was not at all the same, however, the higher the grade, the harder it was to obtain that Token of Becoming an Outlaw, such that one could lose his life. In the past, there was a Star Master that contracted with Guan Sheng who chose the Purple Star Grade token and fell. From then on, the Purple Star Grade was regarded as legendary. Very few Star Masters dared to take the risk.


 The majority of Star Masters chose between Earthly Fiend and Heavenly Spirit.


 The Savage Star little loli chose the most dependable Earthly Fiend Path. Given Han Yu’s cultivation, this Earthly Fiend Path was facing a hazard.


 “Wait a sec!” Su Xing stopped them.


 Bao Xiaoyu turned her head, her eyes somewhat cautious.


 “This is for you.”


 Su Xing threw an Astral Bag stuffed with some items that he previously obtained from the Blooming Water Sword Sect cultivators to her.


 “Hold on to it, perhaps it will be useful.”


 The Savage Star Bao Xiaoyu opened her eyes wide. “You’re giving this to Yu’er?”


 “En. I don’t have any use for it. Watch yourself.” Su Xing looked at her adorable appearance. Her pure eyes completely lacking blemishes did not have a trace of a God of Death’s evil tendencies. Su Xing was only treating her as a little sister.


 Bao Xiaoyu’s surprise was within his expectations. The Star Masters in between had only been mortal enemies. Even if there was peaceful contact, they would not give a thought to their counterparts.


 “Little Sister Yu’er, just take it. Young Master is truly worried about you two.” An Suwen just smiled.


 “Thank you, Big Brother Su Xing.” Han Yu shyly expressed his thanks.


 Bao Xiaoyu was blank for a moment, then spat out the two words of, “Thank you.”


 When they set off on the Earthly Fiend Path, Wu Xinjie then asked: “Young Master, if there really is a day that they become the enemy, what will Young Master do?”


 “I will never be stupid enough to let people come kill me. I’ll shout loudly love and justice, world peace?” Su Xing was helpless.


 The girls were amused by Su Xing’s charming words.


 “Which one will Master choose now?” Lin Yingmei asked at this time.


 Thinking for a bit, Su Xing looked towards the Purple Star Path. Considering the abnormal phenomenon of his contracting multiple Star Generals, the Token of Becoming an Outlaw naturally could not be skimpy.


 “This one.”


 Wu Xinjie and the rest did not have objections, hiding into the Star Nest.


 Walking past a corridor, he entered a bright room. Inside the room were not too many furniture. It was obvious from a glance that a woman wearing a hood sat in the middle of the room, hunching her back. A pair of dried up, thin hands currently flipped through cards on a table.


 Seeing Su Xing enter the room, the other party covered the cards and lifted her head. It was an aged face completely covered with wrinkles. That pair of eyes completely lacked anger, seemingly like ash.


 Su Xing was speechless.


 This was Yan Poxi?!


 Author’s Note:


 I’m recommending a book, “Punished World Diary,” [11] a very good dark fantasy novel.


 When others are still too tangled without a good martial technique, the main character has already conceived a signature technique!


 When others believe they can arbitrarily trample over another, the main character already first took a step on his head!


 When others set foot on the summit of martial cultivators, the main character has already stepped out of the road of Heaven’s Path.


 This so-called world, just what is it. Whether or not it turns into a void, the road underfoot is barely a drop in the ocean!


 A mysterious palace, a world ending demon beast, the six paths of reincarnation! Book Number 1733704


 1. 墜星墓場 ?


 2. 一步登天, instant success ?


 3. 地暴星喪門神真名鮑小漁 ?


 4. 魚兒, really. She likes to be called “fish.” ?


 5. 韓 ?


 6. 雨 ?


 7. In this context, probably means wise beyond her years. ?


 8. 卜星山頂 ?


 9. 閻婆惜, named identically to the original character from The Water Margin. ?


 10. Wu Xinjie is too lazy, lol ?


 11. 刑世錄, another Qidian work it seems ?
﻿Chapter 97: The “Steadfast Star” General of Double Spears

 The play of the pair of phoenixes before his eyes was too passionate. The Su Xing who was watching was beginning to unbearably stir.


 Couldn’t these two women polishing mirrors be the Star Master that Yan Poxi spoke of?


 Su Xing thought.


 “Su Xing.” A charming shout like water sounded beside his ear. Red clouds flew across both of the Thief Star Shi Yuan’s cheeks, now flushed with excitement. She clutched onto Su Xing’s arm and passionately moved up, her tongue dancing against his.


 Su Xing at this time was on the alert about the sounds of the Star Master on one hand and sinking into Shi Yuan’s passionate and hot kiss on the other. The two women polishing mirrors on the other side of the granite had reached their climax, and he only heard their deep panting and moans, the air like gossamer.


 At this moment, Shi Yuan also cried out, falling on Su Xing’s chest. The Thief Star had not wanted it to, but it happened anyways; Wordless and Uncommunicative had unexpectedly broken.


 Not good!!


 Su Xing’s heart tightened, only hearing a fierce whiz.


 A burst of a gale blew over, and Su Xing promptly embraced Shi Yuan. Hastening his Star Energy, he flew backwards as he stabilized her figure. The strong winds and gales whistled, and the surrounding atmosphere had been blown, scattered and smashed. It produced a great boom that broke the air, transforming into ten million small swords with sharp edges. Ripping open the air, they swept towards Su Xing randomly and crazily.


 Fortunately, Su Xing’s reactions were swift enough. He made a thrilling escape.


 “Ah.” Shi Yuan sobered over as if she had been dunked over the head by a bowl of cold water.


 “Who is the evil person that dares to be sneaky in This General’s surroundings!” The red-haired woman stood on the granite, not caring in the slightest that anyone could catch a glimpse of her utterly naked body. The black-haired girl that had been pressed underneath her had also flashed to the side. These two people truly were outstanding; Shi Yuan’s Wordless and Uncommunicative had only just broke, and they immediately discovered his whereabouts.


 If it was not for Su Xing already being on guard, this face-to-face meeting would have cost him dearly.


 However, the act before his eyes truly was charming and gentle. The two gorgeous women lived high and looked down, laying bare their white as snow skin and well-rounded figures. What should have stuck out indeed did stick out, what should have sunk in indeed did sink in. At the same time, there really was minus one point for too skinny, add one point for too fat. Especially with the drunken color to their faces from polishing mirrors a moment ago, their cheeks dizzily flushed.


 “A man!!”


 They stared blankly, not expecting they would unexpectedly run into other people in the Void Liangshan. Flipping her wrist, a multicolored light flashed and swiftly draped palace robes over her shoulders. The black-haired girl was resentful, hatefully saying: “Courting death!!”


 She did not say much, and a multicolored light poured in a stream as it pounced towards Su Xing.


 Su Xing reached his hand out and waved. Purple Thunder forged ahead and slammed into it head-on. Thunder-light flashed, taking the shape of a large net that covered this multicolored light.


 This girl was precisely Princess Ling Yan, Zhao Hanyan. She pointed her hand seals, and a jade ring artifact swelled without warning. The jade ring emitted a halo of dark and light. The technique incantation circulated, drawing a Starlight that covered towards Su Xing.


 Su Xing opened his mouth. In a split second, more than a dozen Rock Piercing Water Drops flew out. These Rock Piercing Water Droplets were wrapped around a dense purple cloud, making for a substance that could not be seen through by anyone. The purple light swayed and repelled the jade ring. At the same time, five, six purple colored Thunder Water Flower Purple Smokes [1] hovered around, flashing in the air. The petals scattered everywhere, then dissipated in the air. The atmosphere immediately filled with a dull purple cold light.


 Zhao Hanyan promptly struck a seal. The cold light in the air directly launched and broke Su Xing’s Blooming Water Divine Thunder, but not really. These mingling Divine Thunders of the Purple Cloud had detonated silently, making Zhao Hanyan eat a hidden loss. Retreating a few steps, Princess Ling Yan was secretly startled: What was the Purple Thunder this Star Master used, it was unprecedented.


 “Which sect are you?” Princess Ling Yan calmed her state of mind. Raising a white finger, she grasped a sword in her hand.


 Su Xing discovered his own artifacts were rather destitute as a dark blue flying sword appeared.


 His Divine Intent suddenly tightened.


 The red-haired woman charged at Su Xing seemingly like a fiery dragon, chopping at him. Her speed was surprisingly fast enough that he was unable to react, but Su Xing did not change his expression. Without a bit of fear, as if replying his thoughts, an ice-cold woman’s figure flew out from behind him like cold smoke and quickly blocked in front of Su Xing. Her speed compared to the red-haired woman’s was also not inferior in any respect.


 A cold star swept past, and the crisp sound of steel clashing sounded.


 This red and white slammed into each other, and in an instant, a formidable power like a tsunami spread, such that Su Xing and Zhao Hanyan had no choice but to be shaken backwards several steps.


 The intruder was precisely Lin Yingmei.


 Lin Yingmei chopped with her spear, and that red-haired woman’s odd Yin Yang double spear showed off a hot and cold double hue. The double spears met and caught Lin Yingmei’s vertical slash.


 Lin Yingmei grunted, and brought down the spear.


 The woman’s double spears interlocked, her power not inferior in any respect. Her weapon’s Star Energy released a hundred cold lights that merged and separated the two people.


 “Young Master, what has happened?” Wu Xinjie and An Suwen hurried over when they received the news. They could not help but suffer a fright from the play before them.


 “Majestic Star Lin Chong??!” The red-haired girl stared directly at Lin Yingmei. Seeing that Arctic Star Spear, her expression changed. When she saw that the Star Crest on Lin Yingmei’s forehead and Su Xing’s reflected each other, not only was she unafraid, but on the contrary, she revealed an excited smile.


 “Ha, ha, ha, ha, I did not expect to run into you here, this really is too great.”


 The girl’s hands held her double spears, a soaring dragon and a flying phoenix, vivid and lifelike.


 Zhao Hanyan lost her voice: “What? Lin Chong? You are Lin Chong’s master?! That Purple Thunder Monster?” Princess Ling Yan stared at the handsome youth before her eyes. For a while, she was incapable of believing this superficial hedonist surprisingly could contract the Majestic Star Panther Head. Recalling that bizarre purple colored thunder technique just now, it actually resembled the rumored Purple Thunder Monster.


 To think this was the Star Cultivator that killed a Supercluster Cultivator. Although his cultivation appeared to be no more than Nebula Late Stage, Princess Ling Yan also took precautions with rapt attention.


 Wu Xinjie saw that Dragon and Phoenix Yin Yang Spear, her expression also solemn.


 The Steadfast Star General of Double Spears Dong Ping! [2]


 She did not expect that the one who entered Liangshan was the Steadfast Star, one of the Liangshan Maiden’s Five Tiger Generals, so to speak. That young girl dressed in hazy palace dress was the current Princess Ling Yan? Wu Xinjie also felt this was a thorny problem.


 The Liang Emperor’s military glory shook Liangshan. How could his daughter ever be easy to deal with.


 “Heh, heh. Lin Chong, I did not expect you to acquaint yourself with a man that liked philandering. You truly have made This General very disappointed.” The Steadfast Star Dong Junqing revealed a trace of a giddy and enchanting smile, her manner and movement all carried distinguish and accomplishment.


 She looked at the other three beautiful ladies, red ripples moving in her eyes. “Surprisingly, you’re with three beautiful maidens. That is indeed pitiful. It would be better to let This General have a taste?” She only took these Wu Xinjie and the rest following Su Xing to be ordinary Star Generals, not expecting they had signed contracts with Su Xing.


 “General of Double Spears Dong Ping.” Su Xing also knew her reputation. Seeing the Dragon and Phoenix Yin Yang Spears unexpectedly was Two Stars, he thought that this was not too encouraging.


 “Junqing, you must gouge out this man’s dog eyes.” Princess Ling Yan’s body had been seen by Su Xing, and he also saw her romance with Dong Junqing. From the bottom of her heart rose a thick killing intent.


 “Hmph.”


 Lin Yingmei’s expression was ice-cold as she raised up her spear.


 “Sister, let’s play nicely.” Dong Junqing smiled maliciously, the crisscrossed Dragon and Phoenix Yin Yang Spears chopped. The two kinds of different colored light blocked in front of her. The Arctic Star Spear broke through, and the ball of cold qi wrapped around the speartip thrusted towards Dong Junqing. The two slender Yin and Yang double spears subsequently were raised, the spear lights mutually tearing at each other.


 As if leveling the ground, a thunderclap exploded, and the Arctic Star Spear suddenly split open a sudden snowfall. As if the wind and snow twisting around the spear edge was a completely outgoing devil, the frightening pressure instantly launched towards the surroundings, and the Steadfast Star approaching her like this immediately turned into the first sacrificial victim. Like a shooting star, she had been touched by the terrible pressure and was ruthlessly sent flying.


 The wind and snow of the First Spear was only a greeting.


 The Second Spear, the weapon’s tip already became like a blizzard with that intensity.


 Inside the intense snowstorm, the long spear rapidly pulsed. The ice-cold blizzard’s killing intent seemingly appeared in a flash, continuously attacking the Steadfast Star. Where the two dueled, several li of the place was frozen over in a flash with an unceasing northern mournful whistle. Everywhere had been covered by ice fragments burst and shot flying by the aura of death.


 Behind the blizzard shooting everywhere, the cold light in Lin Yingmei’s eyes violently fired. Suddenly, both hands grasped her spear, and her spread eagle figure instantly concentrated above the spear in her hands. White and white fused together, twisting together, a strange product and a harmonious blend, emitting an intimidating killing air. At the same time a long whistle cried out, the Majestic Star’s final attack, seemingly like a meteor, passed by, carrying a tyrannical might that suddenly chopped towards two spears.


 The violent snowfall added even more ferocity.


 Impressive it was.


 Yellow Rank Spear Technique: Long Blizzard Nights!


 Originally, Long Blizzard Nights critically needed to slowly layer killing intent in succession, finally forming an impossible to resist snowstorm. However, knowing Dong Junqing’s status as one of the Five Tiger Generals, that her Star Weapon was even a Two Star, how could Lin Yingmei dare be slow.


 The Long Blizzard Nights between these spears was still dreadful.


 “Interesting.” Dong Junqing was moved, snapping her jaw, no longer that calm and collected like before. The Dragon and Phoenix Yin Yang Spear protected her side. They saw her Star Crest flicker, her hair flutter. Two bright stars glittered abnormally on the left and right, the two Yin Yang earrings suddenly emitting light. This one Yin and one Yang looped beside her, forming a barrier. Her entire surroundings seemed to have been frozen in time.


 Surprisingly, it was an Astral Tool!! [3]


 Star Maidens could not use artifacts and magic weapons but could use the Astral Treasures that fell from stars that dropped from the heavens, and Astral Tools were born in this environment. Using Fallen Star Fragments to forge Astral Tools naturally could not compare to an Astral Treasure. Their life expectancies were also very limited, but it was still a trump card in a Star General’s fighting strength. In previous Star Duels, a few Earthly Stars and under subdued and killed Heavenly Stars, seemingly often seeing Star Tools and the like.


 However, this type of Astral Tool like an Astral Treasure was extremely rare to see.


 This Princess Ling Yan was the Great Liang Emperor’s kin, so having this was not strange.
𝒇𝒓𝙚𝒆𝔀𝓮𝓫𝒏𝓸𝙫𝓮𝓵.𝓬𝙤𝙢

 Long Blizzard Nights chopped upon the Yin Yang Halo. [4] A frightening and violent snowstorm filled a range of a hundred meters with a biting cold wind. The formidable power on the spear forced the Steadfast Star continuously backwards rapidly.


 Su Xing started his Star Crest, matching Lin Yingmei’s Long Blizzard Nights and imbuing it with Star Energy. On the other hand, he was not lazy about Princess Ling Yan, controlling his sword to move, it rushed towards Zhao Hanyan’s bullying body.


 Wu Xinjie already Sound Transmitted the dangers of this time’s Star Master. The Steadfast Star General of Double Stears Dong Ping and Lin Yingmei alike were classified as the Liangshan Maiden’s Five Tiger Generals. Their strength absolutely could not be mentioned on equal terms as an Earthly Star. Especially when their Star Weapon reached two, perhaps Lin Yingmei could not take down the Steadfast Star. The Resourceful Star Wu Yong had Su Xing dispose of Princess Ling Yan as quickly as possible to give Lin Chong some relief from her pressure.


 Star Cultivators were very much averse to close quarters. This also was one of the reasons many Star Cultivators most feared Star Generals with military force. Inheriting the Majestic Star’s seal, Su Xing had superiority in close quarters, but Princess Ling Yan was an expert at every sort of thing.


 Urging on her seals, a golden flying sword twisted towards Su Xing for the kill. Simultaneously, her white hand flexed, and five golden rays of light escaped from her palm.


 Su Xing’s flying sword was incited, tangling together with the golden flying sword in a duel. When the five golden lights shot over, he used the Blooming Water Divine Thunder to block it.


 “Molten Halo, [5] bind!!”


 Zhao Hanyan shouted, and the jade rings from before flashed without warning, covering towards Su Xing to capture him.


 Su Xing silently screamed, This difficult woman, clenching his five fingers.


 An odd purple Heavenly Thunder carrying fire struck towards Zhao Hanyan.


 1. 雷水葵花紫煙 ?


 2. 天立星雙槍將董平 ?


 3. 星器 ?


 4. 陰陽光圈 ?


 5. 烊光環 ?
﻿Chapter 98: The Seventy-two Outer Void Flying Deities Sword

 Shi Yuan also did not sit and wait for death. Releasing more than fifty Mechanical Beasts for support, converting these Mechanisms to Star Cultivator’s cultivations, they were equivalent to Stardust Late Stage. They were unable to cause harm to the Steadfast Star and Princess Ling Yan, but even ants in great numbers could bite an elephant to death, thus bringing relief to the pressure on Lin Yingmei.


 The Steadfast Star Dong Ping sitting at the fifteenth seat [1] herself was a Liangshan Five Tiger. In terms of military strength, she was only slightly inferior to Lin Chong, however, now that her Destined Star Weapon reached Two Star, she completely held the upper hand.


 An Suwen waved her outstretched hand wanting to use the “Essence Swallowing Dragons” to enter the battle, but Wu Xinjie hurriedly stopped her. Only when the Essence Swallowing Dragons numbered above one hundred could there be a visible effect. If the several dozen were extinguished by a wave of Zhao Hanyan’s hand, then that was too grievous.


 “But do we just watch Big Brother Su Xing?” An Suwen’s expression tightened.


 The Knowledge Star was silent. They as Star Generals lacked military force and magic, and in a battle, they basically lacked the power to make a statement. In previous Star Duels, support type Star Generals mostly stood behind their contractors, and the majority carried out assistance according to their own personal strengths. It could not be said that rushing forth would have any sort of advantage. On the contrary, it was somewhat superfluous. However, Wu Xinjie was not yet resigned. Wrinkling her brow, she then said: “I have a solution. Suwen, in a moment, replenish my spiritual power.”


 An Suwen clearly understood.


 The Knowledge Star took out the Heaven Concealing Star Feather Fan. She aimed between Su Xing and Lin Yingmei, and then the fan released a vast stretch of green light. Moving seals, a clump of breath as light as a wing enveloped Su Xing and Lin Yingmei. Su Xing only felt the air in his body get drawn out completely, and subsequently, be replaced by a gentle breath. His body seemed to have lost its weight, and his speed suddenly jumped a level compared to before.


 After Zhao Hanyan blocked Su Xing’s Firebolt sword, she saw Su Xing move. His figure before her eyes dazzled, and she lost track of him. He then appeared behind her. This kind of speed made Zhao Hanyan stunned.


 Su Xing slashed down with the flying sword grasped in his hand.


 Princess Ling Yan did not panic. Her fingers pinched together into a hand seal, and a multicolored light leaked from her hairpin, shrouding her within. It was like the seven colored light gave Zhao Hanyan a layer of an illusory plumage robe [2] to drape herself in. It was impervious to sword and spear, invulnerable to water and fire.


 Worthy of being called the Great Liang’s First Princess, the treasures on her person truly were many.


 This sudden surprise attack of Su Xing returned without any achievements. Princess Ling Yan’s white fingers danced, and the golden blade raised in her hand went to separate Su Xing. She looked at Wu Xinjie and shouted inconceivably: “Surprisingly, it’s a Dark Rank Tactic? Unexpectedly, you’re the Knowledge Star??”


 The Knowledge Star acting as the Liangshan Maiden’s third seat naturally had her original place. Besides being exceedingly resourceful, she was the champion in understanding the specialties of the hundred and eight stars. Generally speaking, Star Generals could only comprehend their Dark Rank Tactics approximately at the Third Stage [3] “Evil Smiting Hall,” but the First Stage was sufficient for the Knowledge Star.


 Acting as the strategic Star General in a war, the Knowledge Star’s magic was sufficient enough to reverse the course of the war. In addition, the magic Wu Xinjie used just now on Su Xing and Lin Yingmei was precisely the Knowledge Star’s “Dark Rank Tactic.”


 Speed is a Crucial Asset in War! [4]


 It could substantially promote speed for a short time, although it was from the current perspective. Due to the restriction of Su Xing’s grade, as well as the signing of multiple Star Generals, his Star Energy’s growth was hindered, but the Knowledge Star still extremely quickly understood her Dark Rank Tactic.


 Once Speed is a Crucial Asset in War was activated, Su Xing and Lin Yingmei far exceeded their opponents in terms of speed. Dong Junqing’s Two Star Star Weapon’s strength occupied the winning position, but after Lin Yingmei’s speed increased, she could only fight to a stalemate, causing the General of Double Spears to become exceedingly angry.


 “You all also prepare.”


 After using a Dark Rank Tactic, Wu Xinjie greatly injured her vitality. An Suwen then used a “Spiritual Aura Distribution” to replenish her. A moment later, Wu Xinjie used once again Speed is a Crucial Asset in War, adding it to An Suwen and Shi Yuan.


 The two girls understood tacitly what to do. Shouting, they each released Child and Mother Linked Hearts Needles and Hoodwinking Claws. Even though they were not military force generals, a One Star “Child and Mother Linked Hearts Needles” and “Hoodwinking Claws” more or less also could help out.


 Princess Ling Yan alternated her artifacts and magics. Even if their situation did not change under the Speed is a Crucial Asset in War, she was not at all confused. From the bottom of her heart, she was actually slightly regretful that she was too quick to fight. She basically was incapable of covering up her handsome and wonderful bodily beauty. Along with her intense movements, the light muslin fluttered, her lapel opening wide, and those full and towering breasts from time to time spilled out dazzling ripples, the dark red points completely exposed. [5]


 The cold wind pouring into her secret place made her shiver.


 This kind of just faintly discernible was truly alluring. If it was any other man, perhaps he would have already been made capricious by this charming appearance of Princess Ling Yan, unintentionally continuing to zealously fight. However, due to Su Xing’s nature as a soldier, having also practiced the Absolute Sincerity Soul Technique, once he was serious, that remarkably beautiful naked girl in front of his eyes was but only a pink human skeleton and nothing more. Absolutely unambiguously acting, he did not have tender feelings for her in the slightest.


 Princess Ling Yan’s complexion was crimson, yet it was too late to look after her appearance. However, seeing Su Xing’s indifferent manner made her heart somewhat mysteriously resentful.


 Compared with Princess Ling Yan’s heart, there was still a trace of a young girl’s aloofness and jealous love. The Steadfast Star General of Double Spears Dong Junqing did not have that many thoughts. Equally only wearing a thin red shirt, her face had earlier already lost its previous giddy expression. Four Star Generals acting together saw her put in an extremely grave situation, and Lin Yingmei’s superb body techniques under Speed is a Crucial Asset of War made her Two Star Star Weapon’s superiority completely unable to manifest.


 More than a dozen green lights shot over whistling. Dong Junqing yelled in a rage, one spear splitting them open, and the other Yang Dragon Spear blocked Lin Yingmei’s attack. Suddenly flipping both hands, the one Yin and one Yang engulfed her entire body. The Dragon and Phoenix Yin Yang Spear’s light violently swelled, sticking into their eyes and blinding them.


 “Look out! It’s the Steadfast Star’s Yellow Rank Spear Technique.”


 Wu Xinjie loudly warned.


 Lin Yingmei retreated, clutching her spear and adopting a defensive posture.


 Dong Junqing loudly laughed. Raising the Dragon Phoenix Yin Yang Spear, an orange red and a freezing cold spear light flew out from the spears, breaking down into a half moon, expansively and violently killing over. Just like a blade edge that shattered into countless shards, tearing their ears, uneasily shaking, just like a frightful downpour. The two kinds of different colored spear lights mutually folded over, matching dazzling that covered downwards. Not only Lin Yingmei, but also Wu Xinjie, An Suwen and Shi Yuan all were enveloped by the spear light.


 The Steadfast Star’s Yellow Rank Style! [6]


 Yin Yang Cross Slash! [7]


 The Yin Yang Cross Slash used by the Two Star Dragon and Phoenix Yin Yang Spear was fierce, nearly a power that poured down and overcame all obstacles. A huge ripping noise of the entire Void Liangshan penetrated a hundred li, shaking the mountain streams and deep valleys, and the tranquil sea’s surface was a mess.


 Shi Yuan promptly called the more than fifty only just cultivated Mechanical Beasts to defend in front of her, and they were instantly annihilated without the slightest degree of resistance. Wu Xinjie threw out a hundred Low Grade Talismans and a Middle Grade “First Scene Like Water Talisman.” The Low Grade Talismans had not even activated when the spear light cut and turned them into smoke that vanished into thin air. Although the First Scene Like Water Talisman manifested a water curtain when used, it only sustained for a mere few seconds before being broken.


 An Suwen threw out a golden pill, and the pill turned into a golden river, now producing an extraordinary power. It was just that the Five Tiger Generals Dong Ping’s Yin Yang Cross Slash was really valiant, also making her experience the might of a Two Star Star Weapon. The defending golden river resisted for a few seconds longer than the First Scene Like Water Talisman before being shattered.


 The spear light’s expanse was an impossible to resist force that fell towards them. If this went on, if they did not die, they would only be barely alive.


 And just at this moment, a silhouette of unwavering determination suddenly blocked in front of the girls.


 Su Xing abandoned his opponent, Zhao Hanyan, and tossing out a jade barrier, the jade annulus penetrated, its immortal light unfolding. This Astral Treasure “Profound Star Barrier” on more than one occasion let Su Xing come back from death’s door. Its Star Energy after saving for three months had somewhat replenished, and it did not disappoint Su Xing.


 A white light like snow resembling a ribbon blocked in front of them, and the Yin Yang Spear light fell into the white light, immediately disappearing with no hope of return without giving rise to the slightest ripple.


 Cleanly absorbing the spear light, the Profound Star Barrier went “Ka-ca.” The fully occupied jade annulus split open a crack. Although it blocked this Yin Yang Cross Slash, an Astral Treasure suffered critical damage.


 “Yingmei!” Su Xing was even more worried about Lin Yingmei.


 The spear light scattered forth. Lin Yingmei was covered all over with cuts and bruises, more grave than any other time before. Luckily, she removed the Yin Yang Cross Slash’s most fierce parts of power, otherwise, if things went on as they just did, the method that Wu Xinjie and the rest used simply were incapable of delaying until Su Xing rushed over.


 Dong Junqing continually panted, her chest violently heaving, her vitality having suffered damage. A Heavenly Star General, particularly the kind that a Five Tiger Generals was, could continuously use their Yellow Rank Style far unlike an Earthly Star.


 Although Lin Yingmei was bruised, her willpower very tenacious. The Arctic Star Spear thrusted towards Dong Junqing.


 “Princess!” Dong Junqing shouted.


 The Princess Ling Yan who had already been stunned by Su Xing immediately returned to her senses, after all, she was the Great Liang’s First Princess. Regardless of the background of a Star Master, strength could place her within the first five. A Galaxy Stage magic energy inside her flowed continually at great speed. Zhao Hanyan knew she had run into a formidable Star Master, and she did not dare to treat him lightly. Shouting, her ten fingers formed seals.


 They only saw the empty space behind the girl suddenly glimpse a cold light. They saw eighteen [8] golden lights flashing sharp blades penetrate the space. Floating in Zhao Hanyan’s current surroundings, they formed an illusory sword array, the girl just like an immortal.


 “Not good, it’s the Seventy-two Outer Void Flying Deities Sword!”


 Wu Xinjie shouted on reflex.


 The Seventy-two Outer Void Flying Deities was the True Immortal Hall’s sole sword art. Seventy-two flying swords with myriad transformations formed a sword array that was beyond the deities of the Nine Heavens. Gracefully attacking the enemy, thus was it called the Outer Void Flying Deities Sword. Originally, Emperor Liang relied on this Seventy-two Outer Void Flying Deities Sword Style at the pinnacle of perfection to entirely kill Bian City’s great aristocratic clans. Its power shook Liangshan.


 The sword art’s power was continually Liangshan Continent’s outstanding and famous number one ability. To turn into a domineering overlord someday, this sword art was a required course. Its might far surpassed magic weapons continuously taken by Star Cultivators to be their own life weapons.


 However, only those with the “Resembling Water Star Energy” [9] that was close to Galaxy Stage could warmly nurture several dozen flying swords in their body. Seeing that Zhao Hanyan unexpectedly inherited Liang Huizong’s sword art, it was lucky she was only Galaxy Early Stage. For the Seventy-two Outer Void Flying Deities Sword, she only could nurture eight Outer Void Flying Swords. If she could use seventy-two, Su Xing would not need to fight any further, directly running away would be it.


 Even so, she did not dare to be the slightest bit careless. Su Xing still did not have a sword art’s power, and the only thing he had that could contend was the Blooming Water Divine Thunder. Urging his magic energy, he used all of his Star Energy without the slightest hesitation. The Blooming Water Divine Thunder into an equivalent eight purple clouds of hovering flowers. Of auspicious thunder and purple mist, it emitted and took in thunder-light.


 “Evil villain, accept death!!”


 Zhao Hanyan coldly shouted.


 Zhao Hanyan’s flying swords ability indeed were far more powerful than artifacts and magic weapons. The eight golden flying swords all were forged from the Extreme Winding Essence Gold, [10] that what was poured in was “Dark Yang Sand,” [11] only the sort of royal family of the Great Liang could have this scale. Its point was unblockable, and the eight flying swords became several dozen golden lights. They saw the golden threads in the air turn into a line, and among them, four golden lights shot towards Lin Yingmei. The remaining four targeted Su Xing.


 Su Xing also shouted, moving his fingers.


 The eight Purple Thunder Flowers blocked towards the flying swords.
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﻿Chapter 99: An Infant Cries When Met With Danger

 Every two Purple Thunder Flowers went to block one golden sword. The Outer Void Flying Deities Golden Swords were powerful, and linking up with the Divine Thunder in a flash, the Purple Thunder surged forward, like an electric snake, a fiery beast, that bit onto the Outer Void Flying Deities Sword.


 The eight Purple Flower Divine Thunders were just able to stop the four golden swords.


 Su Xing’s throat rolled over and over with qi and blood. The entirety of his Star Energy urged all at once was only barely able to control Zhao Hanyan’s flying swords. Princess Ling Yan’s face was grim, and stepping her foot on a flying sword, she urged on her seals. The other four golden swords and Lin Yingmei intertwined into a single piece. The Arctic Star Serpent Spear was even stronger than the flying swords of Extreme Winding Essence Gold, and in addition to Zhao Hanyan’s Seventy-two Outer Void Flying Deities Sword Art being only at the initial stages, Lin Yingmei could not be caught.


 The Steadfast Star General of Double Spears restored a bit of her breath, and now, raised the double spears and stabbed towards Su Xing.


 Ten shiny as silver flying needles suddenly flashed before her eyes. Dong Junqing’s spears blocked them, and then two gorgeous flying claws pounced from the side, obstructing her attack from proceeding another step. Although the Thief Star’s military force was average, how could she let Dong Junqing seize the chance to harm her master. Relying on Speed is a Crucial Asset in War, her body techniques were even faster to the peak, and her randomly disappearing and appearing flying claws made Dong Junqing repeatedly ward off the attacks.


 Under the flying needles and flying claws, Dong Junqing unexpectedly was unable to make a breakthrough.


 “One Star Child and Mother Linked Hearts Needles and Hoodwinking Flying Claws!”


 Dong Junqing was stunned, opening her eyes wide.


 “You are the Efficacious Star An Daoquan, the Thief Star Shi Qian as well as the Knowledge Star Wu Yong!”


 The Steadfast Star was dumbfounded. She disbelievingly gazed at the man barely holding off Zhao Hanyan’s flying swords. The skill that handsome man displayed was actually unusually good. For a Nebula Late Stage to be able to contend against the Galaxy Early Stage Princess Ling Yan, especially with that time he dashed forward without regard to his own personal safety to block and protect in front of them, [1] made Dong Junqing have profound impressions of him.


 She then giggled: “No wonder he could make you three dead set on following him. It seems this man actually has some merit.”


 Wu Xinjie did not bluntly point out her mistake. This kind of matter of Su Xing signing four Star Maidens absolutely could not be revealed, otherwise it was possible he would become the Liangshan Star Duel’s first and foremost objective to root out. The Knowledge Star could make her sisters lower their posture, prevent their Star Crests from shining.


 “Steadfast Star, I feel we had better withdraw!” Wu Xinjie coldly said. “Do not forget this place is the Purple Star Grade Void Liangshan. Our goal is not to battle, but instead to find the Outlaw Pendant, the place where it is hidden, isn’t that right?”


 Dong Junqing licked her lips, declining to comment on the Knowledge Star’s words. “To have four Star Generals follow him around, killing him is not a bad thing!”


 “Hmph, you think you can handle the four of us?” The Knowledge Star coldly smiled: “Master could make we four sisters serve him regardless of status. You feel that merely this much will make us dead set? Master has no intention of fighting for Maiden Mountain at all, so that is why he does not strike a killing blow. We originally were the Liangshan Maiden Sisters, and Master does not want to see us massacre each other!”


 Dong Junqing’s expression flashed pure radiance, actually smiling: “The Resourceful Star Wu Yong, I know you are full of stratagems, and your graceful words and flowery speech will not fool This General. If you pulled back now, it might actually work…as long as a few sisters are willing to be gentle and soft with This General for a round.” [2]


 “Cease superfluous words with her.” Lin Yingmei said coldly. The Arctic Star Spear cut open the four golden edges, and the speartip turned around and attacked. “That is the enemy, kill without pardon!”


 “Indeed, that is the enemy, kill without pardon! Sister Lin Chong, then we’ll be tender with each other first.”


 Dong Junqing evilly smiled as her double spears forged ahead. Attacking, that was called sad beyond words.


 “Just which sect do you pay respects to?” Zhao Hanyan said at this moment. She had already been shaken up by Su Xing’s unending stream of Star Energy. Even if her continuous and unending Galaxy Star Energy was rapidly depleting, the opponent before her that relied on Nebula Stage and could lock with her in a stalemate for so long really was unimaginable, especially the eight purple Divine Thunder Flowers formed by his Divine Intent. It somewhat resembled the Blooming Water Divine Thunder, but it was far more brilliant than the Blooming Water Divine Thunder. Her Outer Void Flying Deities Swords were unexpectedly incapable of breaking through those auspicious purple clouds.


 Zhao Hanyan did not know at all that Su XIng contracted four Star Generals. That his Star Energy and Divine Intent could be this powerful was only because of this. She only took him to be a Star Master that was supported by some Great Sect, that he had a secret technique, a secret art or a secret treasure, otherwise Su Xing’s performance truly far exceeded that of a Nebula Stage.


 Recalling the rumor he plundered and killed a Supercluster Cultivator, Zhao Hanyan still snorted disdainfully. Currently, it seemed certainly possible, and vaguely, she somewhat believed in the words Wu Xinjie said. This was the first time she felt pressure.


 Zhao Hanyan dissolved that pressure, and assembling together the eight Outer Void Flying Deities Swords, she formed a small-scale sword array to execute Su Xing.


 And at this moment, the pair of powerful and vast battles finally gave rise to a shaking of the Void Liangshan. Suddenly, a hissing weep sounded in the sky, just like an infant that had been woken by noise would cry. It brimmed with a strange and evil cold, a crying howl that seemingly possessed a magic energy that disturbed a person’s soul to no peace, a stabbing pain of Divine Intent. Su Xing, Zhao Hanyan and the rest one by one received a splitting headache, halting their techniques.


 Their gazes searched for the place of the source of the sound, and they again heard the eruption of an infant’s crying howl.


 The seawater admirably soared up, and a massive whirlpool rushed straight towards the shore. The surrounding mountain forest and the beach were dashed by the water into a broken and disordered state. They saw a tall as several dozen zhang massive creature rush out of the water. The creature was long and extremely ugly and monstrous, with a full mouth of sharp and bloody teeth embedded in an infant’s sort of face. Presently, because of the massive creature’s ruthless and brimming with ferocity look, its unceasing wailing noise, its four pairs of eyes on both sides, its entire body slimy without scales, it straightened its upper body. In its claws, one hand held a sword, the other a shield, and one look told these were not ordinary items. [3]


 “It’s a Crying Infant!!” [4]


 Wu Xinjie launched her Think Then Act, and immediately was hoarse.


 The Crying Infant, a Prehistoric Sixth Rank Demon Beast, resided underneath the deep sea. It was fond of good sleep, and in the case it was woken up, it would issue an infant’s cry like a demonic owl. Thus, did it receive the name “Crying Infant.”


 “How could the Void Liangshan have this kind of Demon Beast.”


 “The Purple Star Pearl has a reaction. Could it be that we have to kill it in order to get the jade pendant?” Su Xing looked at the glowing Purple Star Pearl. It slightly changed.


 Zhao Hanyan also saw her own pearl suddenly flash.


 The other girls were dumbfounded. Kill the Prehistoric Demon Beast Crying Infant? This Purple Star Rank was too exaggerated.


 The Crying Infant certainly would not give them the chance to ponder. Pointing its long sword, a green light shot out, and the seawaters slowly parted. Zhao Hanyan promptly raised the Outer Void Flying Deities Sword Array to block it, and only heard a ripping sound before the sword array unexpectedly broke. Fortunately, it was forged from Extreme Winding Essence Gold. In this instance, the Flying Swords did not immediately break but withstood for a few seconds, among them, one actually was not lightly damaged.


 Zhao Hanyan received the shock, vomiting a mouthful of dark red blood. She felt as if her heart was cut out: “This Princess’ ‘Golden Deity.’” [5]


 “The Crying Infant’s Heaven Sword and Earth Shield [6] are both considered Ancient Lost Treasures, [7] so be careful.” Wu Xinjie hastily said.


 The Crying Infant moved about its serpentine body, turning in an instant to rush at them from the front, the Heaven Sword heavily sweeping at Su Xing and Zhao Hanyan.


 Lin Yingmei and Dong Junqing saw their Master in danger, and they had no choice but to give up their battle. Forging ahead quickly, their Destined Star Weapons stopped the Heaven Sword. The Crying Infant abruptly wailed, and it opened its large mouth. A black light flew out and struck upon the two Star Generals’ bodies. The two girls vomited a mouthful of foul blood but nevertheless tenaciously resisted Crying Infant’s sword chop. The Crying Infant swept its tail. That lifted a vast wave from the sea.


 The other hand’s shield blocked the Star Weapons’ attacks. Aiming at the flickering shine of the Purple Star Pearl, the Heaven Sword hacked downwards.


 Su Xing and Zhao Hanyan urged on their flying swords and could only retreat to higher elevation to dodge. Although the Sixth Rank Demon Beast was only equivalent to a Galaxy cultivation, a Prehistoric Demon type was far more than being so simple.


 “Evildoer, die!” Zhao Hanyan pinched her hands together into an orchid hand seal, and eight Outer Void Flying Deities Swords once again organized into a sword array.


 The Crying Infant spat out its long tongue that went to wrap Zhao Hanyan.


 Heaven knew that this Demon Beast could spit up such a long tongue, but Zhao Hanyan was so scared that her face was completely white, simply incapable of dodging. The long tongue’s first attack stuck the multicolored light protecting her body, and that multicolored light was on the verge of collapse. When the second one shot over, Zhao Hanyan’s face was like ash. A Water Thunder that filled the sky exploded on its tongue, sending it reeling back, and the Crying Infant loudly screamed.


 “You?” Zhao Hanyan looked in amazement at the Su Xing who had acted to provide assistance.


 “Hurry!” Su Xing coolly shouted. Actually, it was not because he truly wanted to save her, rather, with the current situation, he must save her. The two people fought against each other, and the snipe and the clam ended in a deadlock. [8] Their Star Energies were nearly exhausted, and Su Xing also simply did not have any methods. If Zhao Hanyan died, relying on himself, he would be unable to block the Crying Infant’s attacks. Of course, Su Xing still had a thought to go about this. From the looks of the Purple Star Pearl’s form, he had to kill this kind of Demon Beast in order to obtain the Outlaw Writ. If this was the case, when the time to kill Zhao Hanyan came again and he could pick up a convenience, he was unsure if it was practical or not.


 Zhao Hanyan clearly realized this point, and reaching out her hand to point, eight Outer Void Flying Deities Swords simultaneously twisted over to attack.


 The Crying Infant’s Heaven Sword and Earth Shield currently were in a tangle with Lin Yingmei and Dong Junqing and were too busy to attend to these flying swords. The eight golden swords launched, then carved out a bloody hole the size of a bowl. Fresh blood flowed directly out with a gu-gu. The Crying Infant erupted in a wail, and the sound was like a demonic noise pouring into their ears.


 Shi Yuan at this time let off without the slightest hesitation two Copper Man Puppets to trample this Crying Infant to bring relief to the pressure on Lin Yingmei.


 “If you have anything left, quickly use it. This Princess will let you off on her matter today.” Zhao Hanyan grasped the Outer Void Flying Deities Sword to go attack, already labored to the extreme. Even swallowing down several Return Spirit Liquid could she barely be supported.


 But the Crying Infant was increasingly cunning and fierce. Its demonic noise of crying disrupted their states of mind. Wu Xinjie, An Suwen and Shi Yuan simply did not have any way to get close, and the Outer Void Flying Deities Sword’s might was ebbing little by little. This demonic noise seemed to have an effect on artifacts and magic weapons.


 Zhao Hanyan’s that thing was distressing, but watching the Su Xing to the side clutching several ordinary flying swords going for the kill, she clenched her teeth and did not speak.


 Su Xing actually still had a “Jade Water Turtle Dragon Trident” he could use, however, he currently was not that foolish that he would bring it out and exhaust his strength. With his hands tied and waiting to be captured, he again submissively sent the Crying Infant a gift.


 The Crying Infant’s sword wind suppressed, and it swept out a more than dozen zhang hurricane. The coastal rocks were smashed, the forest pulled up by the roots. The strategist and Divine Physician basically had no way to approach the Crying Infant’s attack range. If they were a little inattentive, they could be stuck and injured by the Heaven Sword’s intense wind, the consequences too horrible to contemplate. Shi Yuan relied on her excellent nimbleness to have success swimming against the blade. From time to time, she used the Hoodwinking Flying Claws to slice away several pieces of flesh, also forcing the Crying Infant to bawl with a crying expression.
𝒇𝙧𝙚𝓮𝙬𝙚𝓫𝒏𝓸𝓿𝓮𝒍.𝓬𝙤𝓶

 An Suwen’s hand grasped several Mend Injury Pills, [9] wanting to provide assistance, but the battle was risky, a heavy weight hanging by a single thread, a frontline of life and death. How could she be given the chance. “If pills could be like talismans, that would do it.” The Divine Physician inwardly worried.


 The Crying Infant surrounded by six people stopped its imposing, vast and violent attack, seemingly terrifying. They actually simply were unable to inflict a mortal wound on the Crying Infant. The group gradually was somewhat unable to support themselves, and the Crying Infant began to hold the winning position.


 Su Xing was just considering to prepare first catching his breath for the moment, when suddenly, he heard an intense eagle cry come from the sky above.


 Su Xing and Zhao Hanyan subconsciously lifted their heads, and a massive clump of a green shadow threw itself in their faces.
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